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_PHYSICAL APPREARANCE_ 

The Waltham Post Office i s located on one of the main throughways of 

the city, in an area of one-story, medium density retail stores. To the 

west of i t i s a stone vernacular Episcopal Church, a Colonial Revival wood 

Congregational Church, a four-story apartment building, and the Classical 

Revival Waltham Public Library. Further west i s the center common and city 

hall. Main Street was previously the Old Boston Post Road which extended 

from Boston to New York. 

Overall, the building and its corner property are in good condition. 

It i s situated towards the northeastern end of the lot, with a vehicle 

maneuvering area to its west and south. The site i s landscaped with lawn, 

overgrown bushes, and shrubs. Two large trees frame the building on Main 

Street. The building has a projecting granite base with red brick above 

laid in English bond, a projecting limestone architrave and cornice framing 

a brick entablature, and open limestone balustrabe panels above each north 

window in the parapet wall. In plan, the building has an original vestibule 

and public lobby flanked by the Postmaster's office to the left and workroom 

space to the right. Beyond i s the workroom, mail vestibule, and platform. 

Seven granite steps with wrought-iron railings create the main 

approach. The front (north) elevation i s divided into seven-bays with a 

five-bay entrance section and two recessed end bays. Wood-frsuned windows are 

contained within vertical elements which run from the base to the 

entablature and contain a coffered wood panel. The end bay windows add an 

additional panel at the second floor level to express the change of interior 

height between the lobby and the offices to its sides. The central entrance 

contains replacement aluminum and glass doors framed by a limestone 
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2u:*chitrave and projecting pediment; this area i s surmounted by an engaged 

limestone tablet containing the building's name at parapet height. Cast-iron 

and glass lanterns flank each side of the entry. 

The east and west elevations are similar i n detail to the front 

facade. They continue the limestone entablature ornament from the front to 

express the building's public spaces, then f l a t t e n to two belt courses to 

represent the workroom space within. The rear (south) elevation contains the 

covered mail platform; the limestone belt courses from the sides end 

abruptly once past the rear corners. 

One enters the building through a painted wood and glass panel 

vestibule with brass railings on the inner doors to the east and west. The 

public lobby, two stories i n height, includes a Westfield green marble 

wainscot with Vermont Pittsford I t a l i a n trim, white and black diagonal 

checkerboard terrazzo flooring, plaster walls, ceiling, and molding, and 

wood service areas with wired glass and pivoting wood sash windows above. On 

the west wall i s a recessed entry with marble trim to the Postmaster's 

office. At each corner of the lobby are intersecting pilasters with marble 

bases; a pilaster marks the separation of each bay along the north and south 

walls. The walls at second floor level have simple, coffered rectangular 

patterns. The area i s lighted by long, suspended flourescent fixtures. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Waltham Main Post Office was buJlt in 1935. Essentially T-shaped 
in form, this compact, red brick and white stone trimmed structure i s the 
stone most architecturally significant building i s an area of convenience 
stores, gas stations and fact fast food restaurants. Architecturally, this 
building i s significant as a representative of Public Works Administration 
construction and design policies during the Depression. I t s form, 
materials, elements and plan underline P.W.A. advocacy of economy, 
standardization and functionalism in Post Office architecture. 
S t y l i s t i c a l l y i t blerdip a f̂ nnp] i f i eel cJaPsaclsm with a modern, streamlined 
approach to architecture, exemplifying what Lois Craig called "starved 
classJcjE^it:". The buildings simple form, locally manufactured bricks, 
minimal ornament and logical 6-area plan fa c i l i t a t e d an 8 month construction 
schedule. 

The Waltham Main Post Office cornerstone was laid on August 7, 1935. 
The stone reads "Henry Morgenthau Jr., Secretary of the Treasury; James A. 
Farley, Postmaster General; Louis A. Simon, Supervising Architect; Neal A. 
Medmick, Supervising Engineer; Wadsworth, Hubbard and Smith, Architects, 
1935." 

This building i s a product of U.S. Supervising Architect Louis A. 
Simon's office. Louis Adolf Simon was respontclble for numerous post 
offices, custon houses and court houses. He was born in Boston c. 1870. 
Educated i n M.I.T., he began a private practice i n Washington D.C. in 189^. 
He entered the office of the U.S. Treasury Supervising Architect in 1896. 
He served as the Chief Architect i n this office from 1905-1933- From 1933 
un t i l his death In 1933 he was the U.S. Supervisory Architect. He was 
responsible for the Federal Building at the New York World's Fair i n 
1939-̂ 10. 

The local architects of the Waltham Main Post Office was the Boston 
based (11 Beacon Street, 1930's) firm of Wadsworth, Hubbard and Smith. 
Information on the firm's work i s sketchy but i t i s documented that i t was 
the successor firm to a long line of distinguished Boston Architectural 
practices included Nathaniel J. Bradles, Winslow and Wetherill and Winslow 
Wetherlll and Bigelow. By the late 1920's the firm was known as Wadsworth 
and Smith (Phillip Wadsworth and Giles Smith). Their work i s represented by 
several building on the Boston College cairpus, Newton, MA. From 1931-1938 
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i t was called Wadsworth, Hubbard, and Smith. 
The Waltham Main Post Office was dedicated on March 14, 1936. The 

original appropriation was $70,000 and was later raised to $120,000. 
Earlier drawings show a building essentially the same but with much more 
costly materials and details and a D;ore cornplicated roof configuration. 

The construction of the building during the height of the Depression 
provided construction work and permanent jobs to Waltham's citizens. The 
city was spending a substantial amount of money on public welfare. The city 
budget was increased because of 9 decrease in valuation with no new building 
to offset the loss. Despite assistance provided by the Emergency Relief 
Administration, the city s t i l l had to expend non-relief to 400 families. 
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