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_PHYSICAL APPREARANCE_

The Vel tham Post Office i s located on one of the main throughways of
the city, i nan area of one-story, nediumdensity retail stores. Tothe
west of it is a stone vernacular Episcopal Church, a Colonial Revival wood
Congregational Church, a four-story apartnent building, and the Classical
Revival V@l tham Public Library. Further west i s the center conmon and city
hal|. Main Street was previously the A d Boston Post Road whi ch ext ended
fromBoston t o Naw York.

Overall, thebuilding and itscorner property arei ngood condition.

It issituated towards the northeastern end of thelot, with avehicle
maneuvering area toitswest and south. The site i s |andscaped with |awn,
over grown bushes, and shrubs. Two large trees frame the building on Main
Street. The building has a projecting granite base with red brick above
laid i nEnglish bond, a projecting |imestone architrave and cornice framng
a brick entablature, and open |imestone bal ustrabe panels above each north
w ndow i nthe parapet wall. I nplan, thebuilding has an original vestibule
and public lobby flanked by the Postnaster's office totheleft and workroom
space totheright. Beyond i s t heworkroom mail vestibule, and platform

Seven granite steps with wought-iron railings create the nain
approach. The front (north) elevation i s divided into seven-bays with a
five-bay entrance section and two recessed end bays. Vod-frsuned wi ndows are
contained within vertical elenments which runfromthebase to the
entablature and contain a coffered wood panel. The end bay w ndows add an
addi tional panel at the second floor |evel to express the change of interior
hei ght between t he | obby and the offices toitssides. The central entrance
contains replacement al umnumand gl ass doors franmed by a |imestone
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2u:*chitrave and projecting pedinent; this area i s surmounted by an engaged
|imestone tablet containing the building' snane at parapet height. Cast-iron
and glass lanterns flank each side of the entry.

The east and west elevations aresimlar indetail tothe front
facade. They continue thelimestone entablature ornanent from the front t o
express the building' spublic spaces, then flatten t otwobelt coursesto
represent the workroom space within. The rear (south) elevationcontainsthe
covered mail platform the |imestone belt courses from the sides end
abruptly once past the rear corners.

Qne enters the building through a painted wood and gl ass panel
vestibule with brass railings onthe inner doors tothe east and west. The
public |obby, twostories inheight, includes a Westfield green marble
wai nscot with Vernont Pittsford Italian trim white and black diagonal
checkerboard terrazzo flooring, plaster walls, ceiling, and nolding, and
wood service areas with wired glass and pivoting wood sash wi ndows above. On
the west wall is arecessed entry with marble trimt othe Postnaster's
office. At each corner of the lobby areintersecting pilasters with marble
bases; a pilaster marks t heseparation of each bay along the north and south
wal I s. The wal | s at second floor |evel have sinmple, coffered rectangular
patterns. The area i s lighted by long, suspended flourescent fixtures.
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BuyLuii - BUiidyi'y

The Wl tham Main Post Office was buJlt i n1935. Essentially T-shaped
in form this conpact, redbrick and white stone trinmed structure is the
stone nost architecturallysignificant building i s anarea of convenience
stores, gasstations andfact fast food restaurants. Architecturally, this
building is significant as a representative of Public Wrks Admnistration
construction anddesign policies during the Depression. [tsform
materials, elements andplan underline RPVWA advocacy of econony,
standardization andfunctionalism in Post Office architecture.

Stylistically i tblerdip af®np] ified cJaPsaclsmwith a nodern, streanlined
approach toarchitecture, exenplifying what Lois Craig called "starved
classJcjEMit:".  The buildings sinple form locally manufactured bricks,
mnimal ornanent and | ogical 6-area plan facilitated an 8 nonth construction
schedul e.

The Wl t ham Mai n Post Office cornerstone waslaid on August 7, 1935.
The stone reads "Henry Morgenthau Jr., Secretary of t heTreasury;, Janes A
Farley, Postmaster CGeneral; Louis A Sinon, Supervising Architect; Neal A
Medm ck, Supervising Engineer; Wadsworth, Hubbard and Smith, Architects,
1935."

This building i s aproduct of US Supervising Architect Louis A
Snon's office. Louis Adolf S mon was respontclble for nunerous post
of fices, custon houses andcourt houses. He was born in Boston c. 1870.
Educated in MI.T., he began a private practice in Washington DC i n 189",
He entered theoffice of the US Treasury Supervising Architect i n 1896.
He served as t heChief Architect inthis officefrom 1905-1933- From 1933
until his death 1 n1933 hewas the US Supervisory Architect. He was
responsible for the Federal Building at theNew York Wrld' s Fairi n
1939-710.

The | ocal architects of the V&l tham Main Post Office was the Boston
based (11 Beacon Street, 1930's) firmof Wadsworth, Hubbard and Smith.
Information onthefirms work is sketchy but i tis documented that it was
the successor firmtoalong line of distinguished Boston Architectural
practices included Nathaniel J. Bradles, Wnslow and Wetherill and Wnsl ow
Wetherl |l and Bigelow. By the late 1920's thefirmwas known as Vdsworth
and Smith (Phillip Wadsworth and Giles Smth). Their work is represented by
several building onthe Boston College cairpus, Newon, M\ From 1931-1938
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it was called Wadsworth, Hubbard, and Smith.

The V@l tham Main Post Office was dedicated on March 14, 1936. The
original appropriation was $70,000 and was |ater raised t o$120,000.

Earlier draw ngs show a building essentially t hesane but with nuch nore
costly materials and details and a Qore cornplicated roof configuration.

The construction of the building during the height of the Depression
provi ded construction work and pernmanent jobs t oVlthamis citizens. The
city was spending a substantial anount of noney on public welfare. The city
budget was increased because of 9 decrease in valuation with no new building
to offset the loss. Despite assistance provided by t he Energency Reli ef
Adm nistration, the city still hadt oexpend non-relief to400 famlies.
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