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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Maidstone is located on Chesapeake Beach Road on the 

southwest side of Maryland Route 260 approximately two miles 

northwest of Owings, Maryland. The house is one eighth mile 

due west from the intersection of Maryland Route 260 and the 

Anne Arundel Gounty-Calvert County line.

This house is picturesque and medieval with its steeply 

(5>8 degrees) sloping roof. The roof extends out over the 

north and south facades...of the house to form a porch in tra­ 

ditional Maryland colonial style. The main house is four bays 

wide and two deep. The door occupies the second bay from the 

west. All of the windows are six over six. There are jbhree 

six over sixjpeaked dormers, .on both the north and south roofs. 

A medieval T-shaped chimney is enclosed within the west end 

of the house containing a brick dated l6?8f This chimney is 

so heavy that it has slowly been pulling the house to one side 

as it tilts with age. The house is noticeably leaning to one 

side. Maidstone was originally three bays wide; the fourth 

bay on the west and the one and one half story kitchen on 

the west were added around

The kitchen has its own chimney on the west end. There 

are two out-buildings with old beams and rough hewn horizontal 

siding. The steeply pitched roofs of the out-buildings have 

a similar degree of pitch as the main building.

The grounds are well maintained and there are stands pf 

very old boxwood plants.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Maidstone, one of the few extant architectural examples 

of the seventeenth-century medieval influence in MaryJ^nd, 

was owned by three successive generations of the Chew family 

over a span of more than sixty years, after which time the 

Chew family became of interstate importance through Benjamin 

Chew (1722-1810), the son of Samuel Chew of Maidstone (1693- 

171^-3), through Benjamin's affiliations with Delaware.

Samuel Chew, in order to distinguish himself from rela­ 

tives of the same name, signed "of Maidstone" after his name; 

he grew up at Maidstone. The house was probably built after 

1683 and before 1699 when his father died. Samuel Chew's 

inheritance, Maidstone, did not, however, hold him in Maryland. 

Chew turned instead to Delaware. Public records indicate 

his presence in Kent County, Delaware, as early as 1730, al­ 

though he did not sever all of his ties with Maryland until 

the end of that decade. Chew settled in Dover and by 17l|l 

had become Chief Justice of Sussex, Kent and New Castle 

Counties, Delaware.

Benjamin Cpiew (1722-1810), one of the nine children of 

"Samuel Chew of Maidstone," was born and raised at Maidstone 

and was its owner after his father's death in 171-1-3; however 

he did not choose to live in Maryland. Instead he left Maid- 

stone and went to Philadelphia where he held the offices of: 

Attorney General of Pennsylvania. (175^-1769); member of the 

Pennsylvania Provincial Council (175J4--1769); Chief Justice______
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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Recorders: Nancy Miller, Historian, Maryland Historical 
Trust, Annapolis, Maryland, June 1970

Paul Brinkman, Field Surveyor, Maryland Historical 
Trust, Annapolis, Maryland, July 1967

Land Records, Patents, Chancery Records, Rent Rolls, Wills, 
Warrants, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY C

———— ———————————— ———————————— F
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 38 ° I|l| al|. 5- 76° 37'1|7.5 
NE 38 ° l|l| 'l^J-5- 76° 37 '27.5 
SE 38° lt-3 58.5" 76° 37-27.5

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
( DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
, OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o • » o > ••

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:' ^^ pjpyjpcj

1LIST ALL STATES AND COtfNTt \ ES' FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: \ \^^~ —— -^J ,^. CODE

N: ''fe ^ ^iy\
STATE: ";' ^C\^ xY\ '^\ CODE

i^f ^^^r3 v ^ \tM
STATE: j—— -i ^ V^i tH C °DE

-,..»«-\ x^v KV'* •^\' jf'tl

STATE: \ "".A ^^ < Q>X" ''^^1 CODE

COUNTY CODE

COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: CODE
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Mrs. Preston Parish, Keeper of the Maryland Register
ORGANIZATION . DATE

Maryland Historical Trust April 22,1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

9l| College Avenue , " ,
CITY OR TOWN:

Annapolis
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966.jl(Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property fdr inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National |Xj State Q Local Q

\ n '
Name ( J A X^A/V </MJ 1 ^-^C{ (H-^A' ^

Orlando Ridout IV 
Title State Liaison Officer

for Maryland

Bate "APR 2 7 1971

STATE CODE

Maryland 2lt

I hereby .certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

| . Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pretoetvatttjn*.

JW 2 1 197,
DateATTEST/ 7/ ^ / ,

^WtiU^//M4L{/^^ ~"
Keeper , of yhe National Reefa'ter^ 

Date ^" <? ' 797? *
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of the, Supreme Court of Pennsylvania (1771^-177&^j-Lan3. Judge and 

President of the High Court of Errors and Appeals (1791-l8o6). 

Before moving to Philadelphia (175ij-) (even before beginning to 

practice law after .1714-6), Chew had abandoned connections with 

Maryland by selling Maids tone (17lj-5) to an Anne Arundel County 

farmer, Lewis Lewin, Chew's architectural interest centered, 

not on his seventeenth-century birth place, but on Cliveden (1761) 

(Chew House), his mid-eighteenth-century, Georgian-style house 

in Germantown, Pennsylvania, which became a National Historic 

Landmark (January 20, 1961),

.Ownership after 17l|5 included the Lewin, the Weems and the 

Wilson families* During the past two centuries only a few events 

brought the house into the limelight, such as a Chancery Court 

case (1820) and the relocation of the Anne Arundel-Calvert 

Counties boundary along the 1663 patent lines of Maidstone.

#9. REFERENCES continued

Anne Arundel County Tax Assessments, 1782 and 1783, Scharf Papers,
Maryland Historical Society, Baltimore, Maryland. 

•• . - ; f
Laws of Maryland, Chapter 109, 1822 and Chapter 183, 1823, 

Maryland State Library, Annapolis, Maryland.

Prancis B. Culver, "Chew Family," Maryland Historical Magazine, 
XXX, (June 1935), 157-182* - : ——-___—_-__-

•Lecn de Val5.nger, Jr. (comp*), C al_endar _ _bf Kent C oun t y Del aware
Probate Re cords I680-l800 , Dover! Public Archives "C'ommTs~sTon ,

Hugh. Morris on, Er.rlTT American architecture From the First
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