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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {iIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Malad Second Ward LDS church is a massive red-brick structure,
built to seat a tRousand people, which was "out in the fields near the
railroad station''™ when it was built as a tabernacle and stake house in
1914-15. It is now only a few blocks from the center of Malad, and the
bare expanse upon which it stood in contemporary photographs has been filled
in with residential development and softened by numerous trees, many of
them planted as the church was being .built. The structure itself is almost
completely unchanged in appearance, except that metal-framed glass doors have
replaced ones set in wood, and metal rails have been added to the entry steps.
The building is one tall story high on an elevated basement, with
double-pitched end-gabled roof. The rectangular plan is elaborated on the
street side by an outset, parapeted, square corner tower which contains the
main entrance, and by a parapeted gable enriched, as is the tower, by white
stone trim and also by a molded belt course following the angle of the gable.
The facade is further distinguished by a large triparate window, round-
headed as is each of its major sections, of predominantly green stained glass.
The white stone trim of the window employs a stepped voissoir and keystone
motif; this is repeated above the blind arches of the tower and above the
fan-lights over the front and side entrances. These entrances have, as
well, gabled overdoors supported on volute-carved wooden brackets.
The Malad Tabernacle presents an eclectic facade which does not lend
itself to easy categorization by style. The general impression conveyed
by the modestly polychromatic exterior finish, the battlemented tower with
its shallow buttresses, and above all by the round arches, is more reminiscent
of the Romanesque Revival than of any other single style. But the proportions of the
building are far from medievalizing. The parapet finish of the gabled end wall
achieves, probably unintentionally, an almost Dutch Colonial profile. The
overall outline, battered corners and particularly the handling of the overdoors

suggests strongly the architect's familiarity with the then increasingly-
ubiquitous bungalow.

1
Malad Idaho Enterprise, 18 March 1915, p. 1 c. 6.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

' The Malad Tabefﬁaéle'ié'afbhiﬁedfuﬁally”sigﬁifiddﬁfffbt:%ts ambitious
scale and interesting adaptation of styles by a Utah architect who,, in view
of Mormon southeast Idaho's traditional orientation toward Utah, was not
really an importation. Moreover, it is a building of special significance
within its paficular community. Its progress was unusually well-reported
in the contemporary local press, and always on the front pages; in March of
1915 an extensive appreciation by a visitor from Logan, Utah was published
which described the accomplishment in some detail. When the church was
dedicated in September of 1915 it represented a cost of over $34,000 and
accurately reflected its community's priorities. It antedated the construction
of substantial commercial houses by a number of individual businessmen who
contributed to its construction, but their community effort produced what
was then the most imposing building in Malad, and is still one of the
most imposing.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
This nomination includes the Sezond Ward LDS Church at 20 S. 100 W. Street
in Malad, and the property on which it stands ; both are owned in .1978 by the
Malad Second Ward of the LDS church. oo T
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