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1. Name of Property

historic name. Macy-Colby House

other names/site number. Obadiah Colby House

2. Location

street & number. 757 Main Strpst not for publication

city or town. Amesbury N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts .code MA county Essex code_QQ2_ zip code 01913

3. Statff/Ferieral Acenry nt»rfifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this 0 nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

3 meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally « statewide S locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Slate Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date
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Macy-Colby House
Name of Property

S. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
}Lprivate X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMFSTIC sinqifi dwfilling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAI

Narrative Description

Essex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 .building
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FNUCATION: museum

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE: fieldstone

walls WOOD: weatherboard; shingle

roof WOOD SHIN(® F

Other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

Setting.

The Macy-Colby House, 257 Main Stredt, islocated gpproximatdy three-quarters of amile from
Amesbury's commercid downtown. The one-acre property isabout 500 yards south of Bartlett's Comer,
the intersection of Haverhill Roed (MA Rte 110), Macy Stret, and Main Strest. The surrounding
naeighborhood condgts of aprimarily resdentid section of theold Fary District filled with single-family
housss dating from the Colonia period to the presant day. The housefaces eett & adight angeto the
roed, about 100 feet back from the front edge of the long, narrow lot. Large coniferous tressline the reer
property boundary and the reer portions of both Sdes Clumpsof ald lilacs are located both & the front
comers of the house and dong part of the south Sde of the property, where they are becked by a six-foot-
high hedge A small, recently condructed garden and grave patio partidly bordered by a gone wall
occupy the angle between the reer of the miain block of the house and the northwest reer ell. (Map # 12
Photo 1)

Pat of the housgs setting but outsde its rear property line are two cemeteries that extend southwest and
northwest~the smd| Bartlett Camaeay and the larger Union Cametery (MHC # 807) ( See Sketch Map.)
The 1.35-a0e origina section of the Bartlett Cametery abuts the southvwest reer comer of the Macy-Colby
parcd. The Main Strest aooess to thet 1899 cametey isover along paved driveway pesing through the
nominated property south of the house before rising up agentle dope to the cemaary etrance. (Map #6)
Together with the larger Union Camdery to its north, the Bartlett Cametery forms aquiet backdrop to the
Macy-Colby House

There are no outbuildings on the property. A barn that sood directly behind the house as late as 1910 wes
removed toward the mid-20* century and replaced with autility shed. (Map #7) The shed wes taken
down about 1990. The 18*-century Colby blacksmith shop, which was converted to adore in the 18305
wes located neer the dreat a the southeest corner of the lot. (Mep #8) The dateof itsremovd is not
known.

Severd objects dot the landscagpe around the Macy-Colby House  Four are noncontributing to the
nomination: amodern board fence dong part of the south boundary of the property and a ssction of
dodkede fence dong the north boundary, atallflagpol ethat occupies the canter of the broad front lawn,
and adgn for the Bartlett Cameery that hangsfrom awood pod & the beee of thedriveway. (Map#s 3,
9, 10, 11; Phato 9) Other objects remain from earlier periods, however, and contribute to the context of
the nomination. A rough granite post or "signboard” next to the sdewalk, about 3 2 feet high with a amdll
bronze plague atached, was put up by the Amesbury Improvement Association in 1894, (Map #4; Photo
9) Lineby line, the plague reeds" Thomas Macy/Thefirstderk of Amesbury/ Built this house prior to
1654/ Parsscuted for harboring Quekers' Hefled to Nantucket in 1659/Having previoudy sold this pleceto
Anthony Colby, whose descendants Have occupied it to the presant time /1. A. 1894 Two rough
granite hitching pogts about 2 12 feet high (now missing their hitching rings) which sand to ether sde of
the driveway entrance probably dete from around the time thet the Bartlett Cemetery aooess drive wes put

(continued)
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through & the tum of the 20* century. (Map#5, Phato 9) A large metd 9gn with raised letters (MHC #
916) dts aop atal wooden post near the front of thelawn. Thisisone of many 9gns al of smilar
design, that were erected aoross eestan Massachusatts by the Masssechusdits Bay Colony Tercantenary
Commisson around 1930. Theinscription pergphrasss the wording on the 1834 plagque: "1630-1930/
MACY-COLBY HOUSE/ Thomas Macy, first Town Clerk of Amesbury, erected this house prior to
1654/ Parsecuted for harboring Quekers he sold the houseto Anthony Colby and fled to Nantucke,
becoming the first white settler there as rdated in Whittier's poam The Exiles. (Map #2, Photo 9)

Exterior description

The presmt Macy-Colby House (Map #1, Phatos 1-3, 8) isawood-frame Colonid dwelling from about
1745, 2 '[2-dories high, two rooms degp & the first sory and one room dep & the second, resultingina
diginctive "sdt-box" profile. Thereer leanto isintegra to the structure, and extends the full width of the
building. At itsnorth end the leanto joins aone-dory el that extends to the reer under agabled roof with a
ridge perpendicular to that of the main house  The frame of mod of the €l gpparently dates to the early
yearsof the 19 century when it saved as awoodshed or ather utility arean In about 1900 the el wes

lengthenad to the west, connecting it to asmall shed-roofed privy that probably dates to the mid-19
century. (Se= Fan 3)

Theman houseisdad in wood dapboards. Thedl and privy are shingled, exoept for ashort section of
verticd-board sheathing dong the south Sde of the ell. All of the roofs are wood shingle. The main
foundation isfiel dstone;a concrete dab wes inserted under both rear el and privy in the late 20¢ century.

A massive brick center chimney with a corbeled top risesjust behind the main roof ridge, and a smdll
brick chimney is podtioned & the wes ed of theroof ridge of the ell. The latter dates to the ca 1900
alargemat of theell. The man canter chimney was rebuilt above the attic floor in 2005.

Thefafade of the houseisasymmetricd, threebay arangement—a type of fenedration quiterare in
Amesbury, where mogt extant Colonia-era houses are etherfive-bay center-chimney dwellings or three-
bay "haf'-houses. Nearly dl the main window ssehin the house gopears to result from an update of the
1830s or 1840s All but one double-hung window are 6/6 saeh, with paneses large as 9 by 127, and dll
haveflat casngs thet are flush with or dightly recessed from the plane of the Siding. On the faBede, three
6/6 windows are widdly soeoed & the ssoond gtory, and & the flrst ory asngle 66 faBade window ina
cadng with a dmple goplied molding is positioned to ether 9de of aflat-roofedentry vedibule (or
"porch"). Thevedtibule, an addition of about 1800, hes agngle smdl 6/6 window in eech of itsSde
walls, and alarge 6-pand entry door in itsfrontwall. A 20*-century wooden sign above the door reeding
"1654" occupies what meay be the location of a former transom.

(continued)
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On the south devation of themain house, averticd lineof three windows, one for eech gory and the attic,
is centered below the peek of the roof  Theflrst-storywindow is a 9/6-saah, the one & the ssoond Sory is
a6/6, and the little sguare attic window just under the roof pesk hes four panes. Tother rear the south
devation of the leanto hes two 6/6-saeh windows & the first sory, the eestermodt directly adjacent to a
four-pand Victorian door (now covered by averticd-board gorm door.) A shdlow danted rain hood
extends over both the doorway and the window besdeit. Directly above the door, aamdl dx-pane
window lightsthe leanto loft. The surrounds of the main windows on this Sde of the house have casngs
trimmed with beeded moldings and flat corner blocks

The north devation of the main houss, like the south, a0 hes afour-pane attic window and a 6/6 sscond-
gory window centered under the roof pesk, but bdow them at the first gory isapair of 66 windows. In
the north 9de of the leanto isa amdl &6 window, and ebove it is a6panewindow mirroring the place-
mat of the one & the south end. The reer west devation of the main house conggtsof the low bedk wall
of the leanto, where there are two widdly gpeoed 6/6-saeh windows.

The fenedtration of thedll is presant mainly on its long south Sde, facing what would have beenthereer
dooryard for the house A four-pand door & the eet end of that elevation is presently covered by a
verticd-board gorm door; to itswes is afixed-sash9pane window, and in the western part ae two 96
windows. The west devations of both the el and privy are windowless: A smdl diding sngle-pane
window occupies the south wall of the privy. There are two four-pand doorsin the north devation -one

in the privy and one toward the reer of theell. The privy door hes raised-field pands the el door's pands

are repessad. Either or both of the doors may have bean rdocated from dsawherein the building.  (Photo
3

Mo of the saverdy plain exterior architecturd trim of the house hes been replaced over time. 1t condds
largdy of narrow comerboards and rekeboards. Inlieu of a cornice, wood gutters linethe front and reer
edges of the roof leading to wooden downspouts & the corners.

Interior decription

While the windows of the Macy-Colby House are goparently replacements of the ssoond quarter of the 19
century, the 18*-century floor plan and the mgjor features of the Macy-Colby House interior are
remarkably undtered. The main changes to the building's form ae the additions of the front entry

vedibule and the rear northwest ell. The interior trim of the main houseis largdy ablend of high- and
low-gtyle woodwork of the mid 18+ century.

(continued)
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Thefloorplan istypical of a center-chimney housewith rear leento. (See Flan 1) Two front rooms flank
the chimney mess a eech story. The room north of the chimney (cdled the "hall" a the flrst gory, ad
hance the hdl chamber a the second story), meesuring 13 6" by 14, isthree inches wider than the south
pador and the parlor chamber above it. The lobby entrance in front of the chimney, expanded into a amdl
sitting/reception areaaround the turn of the 19* century by the addition of the vestibule, indudes a
winding garcase agang the chimney face. The leanto presently houses the kitchen (or "kesping room'™)
asonelong 33 10" by 10 8' goece with an endosad daircase againd the front wdl a the north end of the
room. Theleanto loft or garret isdivided into two oeoes by a partition wall running badk from the
southwes comer of a narrow attic Sairway that rises againg the south sde of the chimney.

The northwest el contains the kitchen goece utilized by the Daughters of the Revolution after 1900. At its
et ed isa short pessegeway from the old leento kitchen. The pessagawvay wss reduced in Sze inthe
19805 when the presart lavatory wes inddled initsnorth portion.  (Sse Flan 3)

Parlor and "hall”. In the broad stylistic range of its periodfini shes,the Macy-Colby House isilludrative
of atrend among many mid 18*-century Colonia housesbuilt for progoerous owners. The use of up-to-
date, high-gyle interiorfinishesin its more formafirst-storyrooms contragts vividly with cruder, less-
skilled and more old-fashioned carpentry in the non-public goeces  Thetwo frontfirst-storyrooms-the
north "hall" and the south parlor-both have fully plagtered outer walls and ceilings. Podtsa the outer
coma's and the chimney podsin the northeest room are casad and trimmed with a quarter-round molding.
(Photo 10) The cassd front corner pogt of the southeest parlor is concedled from view by a stylish
"beaufat” orfloor-to-ceilingcorner chinacupboard. (Photo 11) This massve piece of Georgian joinery
(which may well have bean brought by Obediah and Elizabeth Colby from Bogton in the 17409 fegtures a
sgmentd-arched, keystoned opening framed by two bands of complex-molded arches andflutedpilagers.
The divided-light glass door to the cabinet is bdieved to be a protective addition deting tothe 20 century.

Thefireplacewdls of both front rooms festure a sophidicated arrangemeant of two-range raised-fidld
panding, two long horizontal field pands above thefirepl ace,amolded comice dong the ceiling, ad a
large-scde compound bolection molding around thefireboxopening. (Photos 4 and 5) Eachfireplaceis
aurmounted by asmple mantd shdf thet islikely to be alaer addition to the room's decor. In the south
parlor, a shdlow doset just eedt of thefireplaceisa 19*-century dteration. Its narrow betten door
occupies what would have been one section of panding.

Fom each room, adoor with four raised pands digned with thewall pends gpasinto the front entry. A
reer four-pand door betwean the hall and kitchen hes an unedomed surround, but adoorway in the rear
wal of the parlor ismuch more daborate. There, alaer 18*-cantury four-pand door (with shdlow raised-
field pands and Federd style moldings) is st into a surround embdlished with fiuted pilasters The fact
that the pilagters are st ontop of the plagter suggeststhat they may be reusaed from another location—
parhgps even an exterior one such as the origind front entry—as does the use of mismatched pieces of
crown molding, rather than acadng board, that are mounted above the doorway.

(continued)
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Lobbv entrance. Except for itslower Seps, the three-run turning daircase againg the chimney face is
endosd with vertical festher-edge sheething. The face of the chimney and the Sde wadlls of the vedtibule
ae plagered. The sx-pand front door ishung on long Srgp hinges; the pintel from an earlier drgp hinge
isdtill in place on the south door jamb.

Leanto kitchen. Asdated above, the rear kitchen or "keeping room" extends the full width of the building
&5 one unobdructed gpace Changesin the woodwork and wall trestment south of thefirepl ace,however,
ugoes that apartition wall may have once endossd asmdl bedroom or utility room there. (See beow)

The largefirepl acefeatures two beke ovens  Their openings in the reer wall of thefireboxare not
identicd: the opening to the north oven is rectangular and hes agtone lintel, while the south opening is
sgmentd-arched and topped by acurved line of bricks. There is ane ash pit, located bdow the south
oven. Thefireplacegjambs protrude dightly into the room, and are covered with vertica boards The
goece bawean the huge woodfireplacelintd and the celling isfilled with Sx squareraised-fidld pands
(Photo 12)

Mog of thewdls of the kitchen are covered to aheight of about four feet with planed horizontal boards
with plager above them on the upper portion of thewall. The outer walls of the south end of the room,
however, are dad in horizonta feether-edge shesthing—a different, and probably earlier, trestment than
the reg of the goaoe, supporting the conjecture that a one time that portion may have bean a ssparate
room. Thedairs to the loft and the cdlar in the northeast comer of the leanto are endasad in vertical
festher-edged sheathing, and have batten doors of the sane materid.  Thetrestment of the frame in the
leento isworthy of mention: mog of thecelling is plegered, but the lower parts of two hewn transverse
ceiling girts extending back from thefireplaceto the reer wall are expossd, and the two rear, flared
comapads are 0 exposad and uncased. While those timbers do not have any decorative trestment, a
caved quarter-round beed dong the length of what & flrst gopears to be the front wall girt mimicsane
type of decoraive chamfer characteridic of the eerly 18* century. Close examination, however, reveds
that thisbeed is actudly part of atwo-inch-thick trim boeard that runs dong the face of the north and south
sdtions of thegirt. Such a treatiment may dateto work done a the tum of the 20* century under Moses

Colby, possbly with the intent of giving aFirst Period gopesrance to the interior ofthis Ssoond Period
building.

A cag-irondry sink islocated againg the north wall of the leanto next to the doorway to the northwest ell.
On the other Sde of the doorway on the west reer wall isa 1980s glassad view port showing sorgps of 19 -
century wadlpaper, erly plaster containing lime from damshdls and split-board lath. That type of late
18*-cantury lath suggedts that the kitchen wall there may not have bean plagtered originaly.

(continued)
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Seoond gtory.  The upper rooms of the house lack the high-style finish and sophigticated craftsmanship
that isevident in the hall and parlor bdow them. The second-dory comer pods are exposed, but not
chamfered or decorated in any way. Thefront and rear plates in the northeest chamber are smilaHy
unfinished, esisthe rear plate in the southeedt chamber. The upper portion of the northeast cormer podt is
flared, but the onein the southeast chamber isnot. Thefireplacewdls of the two front rooms are
condructed largely of vertical feather-edged sheathing, as are the batten doors, which hang on their
origina grgp hinges Each front chamber hes aamdl fireplace.

In contregt to the rest of the house, thefireplacewal in the northeest (hall) chember is somewhet cruddy
condructed. Boards around thefirepl aceopening have unbeeded edges and along, narrow horizonta
field pand high in thewall isdightly degporessad from thewall plane, indicating that it may once have bem
aurrounded by an gpplied molding in the manner of the 1730s-1740s. A low section of feether-edge
sheathing to the right of thefireplaceis mounted somenha askew. The off-center mantd shdf in this
room isalater dteration. Clay mortar isstill evident betwean the bricks of thefirepl ace.(Photo 6)

Thefini shof the southeadt (parlor) chamber indudes some features that gpparently represant an update in
the eerly 19* century. Shdlow open hdves fill the goeoe above thefirepl ace,where asingle saction of
horizonta festher-edge sheathing and aremnant of crown molding remain just beow the ceiling. A dosst
built of narrow-beeded vertica sheething dandswest of thefirepl ace.Baoth the doset sheathing ad the
bark of shdves ae likdly to postdate 1800. (Photo 7)

Attic. The hewn roof frame, fully exposad in both the main attic and the leanto loft, isasysem of
principa rafters, goproximately 5 Vi inchesin section, rising to afour-sded ridge purlin.  The reaxr rafters
continue uninterrupted from the ridge to the low reer plate of the leanto—indicating thet the leanto is an
integrd, original feature of the houserather than alaer addition. (Photo 13) The purlin arangamat is
dso indicative of integrd leanto congruction. In the main attic oece one s of purlins istenoned into the
lower part of both the front and reer rafters, but the front purlins are st @bout sx inches higher than the
rear ones (36 inches, as opposd to 28-30 inches onthe reer dope). On the reer dope, assoond s of
purlins supports the vertically oriented roof boerds midway down the long leanto roof  The attic and the

unfinished leanto | oft dso reved the uppar sctions of the sud-framed end walls of the house, with their
horizontal sheething.

Cdlar. Thefoundation of the building isfieldstone,enclasng a full cellar only under the origind part of
the lobby entrance and the north haf of theman house Filling the southwest reer comer of the cdlar is
what gopears to be amassve done chimney bese that isnot assodated with any known chimney. Its
presence lends support to the belief that a least part of the cdlar and foundation remains from the origina
Thomes Macy houseof ca 1652. (See Flan 2)

Northeet €l and priw. Therear ell, which wes extended seveard feet to the west in about 1900 to connect
to the exigting privy, isbdieved to have evolved from awooddhed dating to the early 19¢ century. The
dhed wes enlarged and converted to akitchen by the Bartlett Cemetery Association for the use of the

(continued)
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Daughters of the Revolution. Interior dhenges remaining from that renovation include plagtered wadls ad
ceiling, awooden pantry dosst or china"press' in the southwest corner, and a casgt-iron "Quaker Charm”
ook dove againd the west wall. Asisthe casewith the exterior doors, in this part of the house the
interior door between the el and the rear privy, aboard-and-batten type on srgp hinges, wes goparantly
rdocated from ancther location. Renovations to this areadnce the period of Sgnificance condg of the
ingdlation of the lavatory in the north part of the pesssgefrom the leanto, asink and countertop, and
modemn plumbing and dectricity.

The "two-hol€" privy isessantidly intact, complete with layers of old wallpegper on both walsand ceiling,
and agnd| diding Snglepane window highin the south wall.

Archasological Description

While no andent Native American dtes are known on the Macy-Colby House property, it is possble that
dtesexid. Three dtesare reported in the generd area(within ane mile). Two Stesare located within
1,000 feat of the Merimack River ad the third ste within asmilar digance to an unidentified wetland.
Environmentd characteridics of the property reoresant sevard locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage,
proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presance of andent stes The leve to moderaidy doping
property islocated on awel-drained glacid outwash plain. The propearty is, however, located well over
1000 fest from the neerest wetland, acharacteridic tliat reduces the overdl Ste potentid for this location.
Given the above information, the Sze of the property (1.1 acres), and the extent of higtoric land uss, a low
potentia exigs for locating ancient Native American archaeologica resources on the property.

A high potentid exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Macy-Colby House property.
Structurd evidence mey survive from the original 1652 Macy-Colby House whose foundation wes
reportedly incorporated into the existing 1745 gructure. A builder's trench and messive done chimney
beee, nat assodaed with any known chimney, may survive that were assodated with the earlier house
Structurd modifications to the origina fiel dstonefoundation might also exigt that were usd to adept the
ealier foundation to the presant sructure. Structurd evidence from barms and outbuildings assodated with
both the 1652 and 1745 homes may a0 survive on the property. The locations of potentiad bams ad
outbuildings assodaed with the 1652 home are unknown. At leest one bam gtood directly behind the
extant house &5 late as 1910, but was removed toward the mid-20th century and replaced with autility shed.
An eedier ban may A0 exid assodated with the extant 1745 house. The mid-20th century utility shed
was removed in 1990. An 18* century Colby blacksmith shop, converted to agore in the 1830s was
located neax the dreet a the southwest cormer of the lot. The date of its removd is unknown.

Archaeologicd evidence of occupationd-rdated features (tragh pits, privies, wells) should dso exig on the

property. No occupationd-rdaed features are known assodated with the 1652 house One probable mid-

19t century "two-holée" privy was connected to the housewhen the early 19% century ell wes lengthened to

the west ca 1900. An earlier privy should dso exis assodaed with the 1745 house Trash pits assodaed

with both the 1662 and 1745 homesand the 18*/19* century blacksmith shop/sore may survive.
(continued)
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Unmarked graves may survive neer the reer of the Macy-Colby House property assodated with both the
Bartlett and Union Cameteries Unmarked graves mey contain evidence of grave shafts, coffins, humen
remans and materid culture items assodated with the deosesad. Mortuary-related artifacts, incuding
atifacts assodated with memorid sarvices and maerids assodated with the maintenance and operdtion of
the cameteries, may dso exist towards the rear of the property bordering the cemeeries

Archaeologicd evidence of boundary markers, fences, and walls may exis around the periphery of the
nominated property.

(end)
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8. Statement nf Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The Macy-Colby House mests Criterion A of the National Regider & the local leve for itsrole in over
300 yearsof the devdopment of the town of Amesbury. While the exigting cdlar is likely to reaman
fromthe ca 1652 house of Thomas Mecy, Amesoury's first Town Clerk and afounder of the settlement
on Nantucket, the house is historically significant primarily for its assodaion with eight generaions of
the locally prominent Colby family. The Colby owners and ocoupants were yeoman farmers, town and
cdlony megidrates, church deecons and blackamiths through the 18+ century, and in the 19™ century
they induded merchants, amdl farmers, asa cgptain, and the longtime editor of ane of the most
influentia journds of the spiritualist moveman in the United States  In the early 20™ century the
building took on added sgnificance as a house musaum manegad by the Daughters of the Revolution,

ore of the lesser-known heritage organizations formed during the laie 1 Q™-cantury antiquarian
movemen.

The building megts Criterion C as an extremdy wdl-presarved early Ssoond Period house displaying a
profusion of architecturd features characteridic of that important trangitiona period. The house
indudes awedth of early Georgian carpentry executed by highly skilled craftsmen, es well &

woodwork inits less public goeces that suggeststhe hand of country carpenters of lesser expearience ad
abilities.

As an important early Ssoond Period center-chimney, integrd leanto house with athree-bay feBede
(updated in the 19"-century), avariety of 18*-cantury interiorfinishes,and an intact be ow-ground
mesonty gructure likely to date to the mid 17¢ century, the Macy-Colby House retains integrity of
sting, location, desgn, materids, workmanship, feding, and assodiaion.

Background and early history

The town of Amesoury is located in the northern portion of Essex County, bounded on the north by the
New Hampshire border, on the eet by Sdlisbury, onthe west by Merrimac, and on the south by the
Merrimeck River. The town wes originaly pat of the 1638 Merrimac(k) Plantation, which induded land
both in Essex County, Massachustts, and in southem New Hampshire: The portion of the plantation in
what is now Massachusstts ultimately wes incorporated s three towns, Salisbury, Amesbury, ad
Merrimac. Sdisbury was the first town esteblished, in 1639. Satlement begen in the part of Sdisoury
wegt of the Pomwow River in the 16405 and in 1666 that section of the plantation sgparated from
SHidoury and weas incorporated as Sdlisoury New Town. Two years later the name was dianged to
Amesbury. In 1876 land was divided out from Amesoury to form the town of Merrimac, and in 1836

Ameshury's boundarieswere extended andfinalizedwith the annexation of part of Sdisbury eedt of the
Pomvow River.

(continued)
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The devdopment of the Macy-Colby property dates to the very earlies yearsof Europesn sattlement dong
the west bark of the Pomwow River. The Powwow, together with the Merrimack into which itfiowsa
short disance south of the nominated property, was amgjor regiond source of water power throughout the
Colonid period. The Powwow River was d0 important for itsfloodplain. In particular, mesdows dong
the river's banks provided asignificant supply of hey for the eerly settlers. 1n 1640-1641, propearties
granted to thefirst proprietors (or "commoners') of Sdidoury New Town were laid out in long, narrow, lots
extending west from the bank of the river to ahighway running north from the Merrimack to the
plantation's commonland. A second range of lotswss laid out on the west dde of the road, some extending
west to the "Great" swamp and athers to another saction of common land.  Four more lots were located
south of the others, dong the bank of the Merrimack.

Mog of the origind lotsin Sdisbury New Town wearetwenty acresin Sze. Three mesared thirty acres
oewssatriple-gze lot of sixty acres and four were double lotsof forty acres  Oneof the latter, located
between the highway and the Powmwow River, wes granted to Anthony Colby (d. 1660-61), who hed been
ore of the origina commone's of Sdisbury, having recaved ahousdat there in 1639. In the early years of
devdopmeant wett of the Powwow, only afew homeseedswere established in that part of the town, but
there was much buying, selling, and dividing of the origina lots. By 1645 Anthony Colby had sold off the
west part of his new property and had bought eight more acres to the southeedt abutting the bark of the
Pomwow & Ware (or Weire) Point. By that time hisorigind 40-acre lot was crossed by two town roads-
an eed-wedt roed northwest from Ware Point to Haverhill (the Haverhill Road—today's Haverhill Street
ad Macy StrestgRte. 110), and aroad leading north to the local mill that condtituted the first part of
today's Main Strest. Theintersection of the two roads, later to be dubbed Bartlett's Corner, soon became
the erliest canter of indtitutional activity for the amal settlement west of the Powwow.

In 1648 Anthony Colby sold his housein Sdisoury, and is beieved to have moved to the portion of his
origina property that lay onthe eedt Sde of the road to the mill. He did not remain there long, however, a5
in 1664 he settled hisddest son, John Colby, there, and he rdocated to a property on the west Sde of the
roed that he purchesed that same year from Thomas Macy. In the transaction, Anthony Colby bought beck
aportion of his origina lot of 1640 dong with apiece of the origina lot aoutting it to the south. In the
intervening years, however, Thomas Macy (1610-1682), aplanter and merchant, hed esablidhed a
homesteed there, and put up ahouse and barn, probebly about 1652, By the time Anthony Colby
repurchesad the property, Macy had moved to assoond dwelling further to the north on the roed to the mill.

While only the cdllar of the origind Macy House isbdieved to remain as part of the present house, Thomes
Macy's connection with the nominated property isone of its most important associaions Not only wes
Macy an influential early citizen of Amesbury~one of thefirst "prudentid men," deputy to the Genard
Court in 1654, first Town Clerk in 1655, and haf-owner of the town's sscond mill built in 1656~he is d0

(continued)
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known for hisrolein the socid higory of thetown. During asevereraingormin the summer of 165 he
briefly gave dhdter to four Quakers an act that violated a two-year-old law agangt harboring "any of the
aursd set of Quiakers” and for which he wesfined and admonished by the governor of the colony. Two
centuries later both his kindness and the religious discrimination embedded in the 1657 law became the
ubject of the poan "The Exiles," written by Amesoury's most famous resdent, John Greenlesf Whittier.
Shortly after the incident, Thomas Macy and hisfamily left Amesoury for the idand of Nantucket, where he
and his companions were itsfirst white settlers He bacame Chief Magidrate of Nantucket in 1676.

Anthony and Sussma Colby ownership:  1654-1682

Anthony Colby (Colby generation 1) lived in the Macy houseuntil hisdeath in 1660-1661. Judt prior to
thet time he, like Thomas Macy, hed been chosan ane of three men on the Prudentiad Committee that
ovasaw town affairs. Hiswidow, Susanna(Haddon) Colby, inherited the dwelling house and bam dong
with the smdl homeseed farm that mesared fourteen aares a that time. Descriptions of the property from
Old Norfolk County Records of 1664-66 reved that the farm haed been condderably improved by thet time,
with the land ussd as orchard, "English pasture,.. some for sowing, somefor feeding, and some for
mowing." Susanng, who ws | eft with two young children (Mary, ege 13, and Thomas, age 9) still & home,
lived in the house until her deeth in 1689. She was married again in 1663, to William Whitridge. He died
in 1668, leaving her awidow for aseoond time. At the end of her life, after the lagt of her seven children
hed established househdlds of their own, she gpparently resded done in the farmhouse.

Over the three decedes of Susanna (Haddon) (Colby) Whitridge's ownership, the little settlement west of
the Pomwow River began to grow into a true village, with its own medtinghouse, two millsfishingad
boating activity on both rivers, and houses and outbuildings dong the two oldest srets In 1663 the
townspeople purchesed an acre of land on the Haverhill Roed for a burying place. That land, which aouts
the west part of today's Macy-Colby property, hed formerly bdonged to Thomas Macy. In the late 1680s
thefirst Amesoury medtinghouse was built there. Property beonging to Josgph Bartlett, the progenitor of a
long-time Amesbury family, abutted the west Sde of the cemetery, and over the yearsthe intersection of the
Haverhill Road and Main Srest came to be known as Bartlett's Corner.

Sdishury New Town was incorporated in 1666, and in 1668, the same year that its name was dhanged to
Amesbury, aferry landing was esablished on the Merrimack River wes of the mouth of the Powwow. A
roed laid out to the ferry in 1670 sivung souttvwest from Main Stret (then still called "the roed to the mill™)
just south of Susana Colby Whitridge's house This new aooess to the river ferry spurred more
devdopmet in the vicinity of Bartlett's Corner, and by 1678 buildings there included thef i rsttavern
authorized by the town—the public house of Anthony and Susannels ssoond son Samud Colby, located &
the northwest comer of the Haverhill Roed and the roed to the mills.

Samud Colby (2) ownership: 1682-1716

Samud Colby (2) was soon to acquire his mother's homeseed, as well. In 1682, saven years before her
dedth in 1689, Sussna Colby Whitridge sold her rights in the homesteed to Samud in exchange "for her
necessry upport in her old age” Samud Colby (ca 1638-1716), who resded & the tavem on the road to

(continued)
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Haverhill until his degth, was one of Amesbury's more important ditizens of thetime. He represented the
young town in the Generdl Court in 1689 and 1639 and wias later an assesor in 1696.

Although hedid not occupy his mother's homesteed himsdlf, Samud did enlarge it in 1686, when he
purchesed five acres of orchard and upland adjoining it to the south and wes. Sussmadready hed an
orchard on the section of the land where her house good, and after the 1636 purchiase the combined
orchards presumably with the house still sanding, were fenced off together in one endosure.

By the early 18* century five membarsof the ssoond and third generaion of the Colby family owned ad
occupied dl the properties immediately surrounding the intersection of the Haverhill Roed and the roed to
the mill (Bartlett's Comer) as well as the Macy-Colby homesteed and Anthony Colby's first homesteed on
the eedt 9de of the roed to the mill. 1n 1683, the 1663 buriad ground (later nemed the Union Camaery) wes
enlarged by the annexation of some additiona land from Thomes Colby, who with his brother Samud
dhared the duties of ringing the bell and caring for the megtinghouse. Samud Colby owned severd other
parcds of land in addition to his tavem and the Macy-Colby property, and in acomplex s2t of deads
exeouted in 1712 afew years before his degth, he distributed most of hisred etateto his sons ad his wife,

Hlizabeth (Sargent). Heretained the endasad orchard on the Macy-Colby House property, however, until
he died.

Samud Colby. J. ownership: 1716-1744

It wes Samud and Elizabeth's ddest son, Samud Colby, Jr. (3) (1671-1746) who received the Macy-
Calby proparty and the parcdsimmediatdy adjoining it upon his father's degth in 1716. ft isnot known
who occupied the old Meacy-Colby house a the turn of the 18¢ century, or even if it was occupied & al.
Although Samud, J. may have lived there for sevard yearsafter his grandmother's deeth in 1639, from
1696 on he and hiswife Dorothy (Ambrose) resded oppodte it on the eest Sde of today's Main Strest. It is
bdieved that after 1695 the origind Macy-Colby house good empty in the midd of the orchard, and thet
somdime during the next ten or fifteen yearsit fell or was taken down, leaving only the foundation intact.
In a 1712 de=d in which Samud, J. was asaured the reverdon of the old orchard from his father, thereis no
mention of a building on the property, even though the "ffence thereunto beonging” is specificaly
mentioned.

Ove the next three daecades Samud  Colby, Jr. gradudly reduced the Sze of his grandmother's former 14-
acehomegeed. In 1720 and 1731 he sold the north part of the former Macy land dong Main Sret to Jon
Bartlett, atanner, in two parcds. Sometime before 1744 he do sold off a amdl housdot immediatdy
adjoining the north boundary of the present Macy-Colby property to his daughter Keziah (Colby) Currier.

Heganed asmdl amourt of land, however, when in 1719 the 1670 road to Amesoury ferry that hed curved
southwest around the origina Macy-Colby housewas replaced by anew road leading southeest from the
edge of the Currier property. Asaresult, the southeedt section of the Macy-Colby lot wes redigned dightly
tothe eedt. In 1744 Samud Colby, J. sold off moreof the land west and south of the Macy-Colby
property, and later that year he sold the remaining house lot itself, reduced to ebout 1 /2 aoresin Sze, to his
son Obadiah Colby, who hed just returned to Amesoury from Boston.

(continued)
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Obedich ad Elizabeth Colby ownership: 1744-1749

Obadiah Calby (4), (1706-1749), Samud, J. and Dorothy's fourth son, was born ecrassthe roed in the
homegteed his grandfather Samud Colby, S, hed purchesad for the use of Samud, . in 1695, In 1728,
Obadiah, ablackamith, married Elizabeth Gee of Bogion, where they lived for the next severd years ad
where & leedt four of ther five children were born. By 1744, however, they hed moved to Amesbury, ad
in November of that year Obediah purchesad 1 /a acres on the west Sde of the highway to Amesbury Fary
from his father—the remaining portion of the "old orchard” land that Samud, J. hed inherited in 1716, ad
compridgng the south portion of the origind Macy-Colby property. The dead, however, makesno mertion
of any buildings on the land.

Fveyearslaer, Obadiah died. Hisedate inventory included the 1 'A acres of land, but by that time a house
barn, and blacksmith shop dood upon it.  Elizabeth Colby, who wes forty years old when her husband

died, inherited the property. She goparently remained in resdence until their ddest son, Obadiah, ., came
of age, and then may havereturned to Bodon. It ispresumed that the presant house, with its generoudy
proportioned reer leento and stylish early Georgian panding and cabinetry, was built for Obedigh and his
family about 1745. (See Section 7) While the builder is unknown, it hes been goeculated that Samud
Blaisddl, ajoiner who lived dose by, might have been respongble for the much of the woodwork.

The house e gopears to have incorporated the foundation remaining from the original, smaler house of
Thomes Macy. The Macy house hed probably faced south—hence the presence of the chimney bese
podtioned & the west end of the cellar~a chimney location that was common for asouth-facing angle-cdll
dwdling. (See Fan 2)) Obadiah Colby's larger Ssoond Period center-chimney  houseis oriented to face the
later roed to the ferry, which pesses the property to the esdt.

Descon Obediah Colby (5) ownership:  ca 17531814

Obadiah Colby, Jr. (1731-1814), was under 18 yearsof age when his father died in 1749. ft is preumed
that he remained & home with his mother and siblings for the next severd yeers A Colby family history
reports that Elizabeth conveyed the homesteed to him in 1753, probably inan unrecorded deed. He
married Mary Merrill of Amesbury in 1756, and he is mentioned as the owner of the property in documents
from & leest 1762, when the layout of the road to the ferry was redefined.

Obediah, ., like hisfather, mede his living as ablackamith and was a prominent citizen of Amesbury. In
both 1776 and 1779 he served on the local Committee of Correpondence during the Revolutionary War.
Hewas namad a Desoon in the First Church, and saved as Town Clerk in 1780, 1782, 1784, and 1786. In
18 he sold asmadl piece of land a the southeest cormer of the houselot "with the blacksmith shop
danding thereon” to his son Obadiah Colby 111, dthough he reserved “the right & privilege of usng &
improving sad shop.” Shortly before his degth in 1814, he acquired about five aores of land lying directly
wes of his homesteed from the heirs of a rdative, Ichabod Colby. That piece, together with the homesteed
parcd, wes left to his heirs upon his desth.

(continued)
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Hezekiah Caby (6) ownership:  1816-1844

Deaocon Obadiah Colby's hdrsdivided hisred edatein 1816, A youngar son, Hezekiah Colby (1770-
1844), recaved the parad with the Macy-Caby house and bam. The saoond ddest son, Obadiah (6)
(1763-1832), who omnal the blackamith shap a thetime of thar father's degth, had built hisoamn hause an
prapatty jud to the narth which he dotained from the atha hars  After Obadiah (6) died, in 1833
Hezekiah purdhasad the dd blackamith shagp and itstiny plat of land from the athe hars thusreuniting it
with the oneacre parod on which the house and barn good. It may have ben during Hezekiah's
omvneaship that the house was eqpanded with the building of the front vegtibule and/or the main stion of
the northwet dl.

Hezekiah Colby never married. He had bean aschodmeder in hisyounger years, but by 1816 documents
refer to him as a "trader,” i.e. agorekegper. Heisknown to have converted the old blacksmith shop to a
dore, but it isnot known whether that renovation took place before or after he bought it from his brother's
egdate The property that Hezekiah owned until his desth in 1844 condded of along srip of land of about
three aores extending west from the road that induded the one-acre parcd with the house, bamn ad
blacksmith shop/sore standing a itseest end. In hiswill he left the eestamn house ot with the buildings to
his younger brother William Colby. The long wesern portion he left to his Sgers Betsy Colby Mandfied

and Polly Colby Pege.

Caot. William Cdlby (6) ownership: 1845

William L. Cdby (1775-1850), a sea captain, wasthe third son and the youngest of the nine children of
Obadiah and Mary (Merrill) Colby. He weas gpparently the captain of the ship fram which a rdative, Enoch
Cdby, wasdromed on an ill-fated passage hame fram Labradar in thefall of 1806. He adso saved in the
War of 1812 Heinherited the eed part of thehometead from hisbrahe Hezekiah in 184445, but by the
ad of 1845 he sdd the Macy-Colby House to his son andfifthchild, Obadiah Cdby (7)as he dresdy
onvnad and ooccupied the house of hismaternd grandfether, David Merrill, on the eest 9de of today's Main
Sred.

Obediah Colby (7) ownership:  1845-1835

In 1845, the same year he purchesed the Colby homestead from his father, Obadiah Colby (7) (1811-
1892) d=0 bought the long narrow piece of land to the west from his aunts Betsy and Polly.  Three years
later he married Mary Ann Patten Smpson, and in 1849 he again expanded his property by purchasing a
broad drip of about four acreslying just south of hisaunts former land.  In 1866, however, he sold most
of the western property to the Town of Amesbury for the expandon of the Union Camaeay, retaining
only asndl piece of thefour-acre parcd that lay directly southwes of hishouseand bara It islikely that
Obediah mede afew renovations to the house, such as the large-paned 6/6 windows, and perhgps added
one or two of the dosets.

(continued)
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While Obadiah, like Hezekiah, isliged in the 1845 desds asa "trade,” it is likdy that his sare was na
located an the prapaty Snce the converted blackamith shap is na mantioned there He and Mary Ann
had saven children. Shedied in 1881, and dthough he continued to live in the hause until hisdeath, in
183 he trandeared the onvnership of the hometead and the remaining piece to the wed to thar son
William Colby, H.

William Colby (8) ownership: 18851899

William Colby (1851-1909) was Obedieh and May Ann'sthird son. He married twice, hed atotal of
nine children, ad lived mog of hislife onthe Colby homeseed. Listed in canaus documeants as a
trimmer, he probably worked in one of the meny factories operating in Amesbury or the surrounding area
in the late 19* century.

In some years, William's househald incdluded mambers of three gengrations of the Colby family. Both
William's fether, Obadiah, and ane of histwo bachdor undes, Masss L. Colby, occupied the house in
their old age At leest one of them may have dept in the amal bedroom that wes partitioned off in the
south end of the leanto garret. At various times the housshold do induded other extended Colby family
marmbas William's brother, Horace Mann Colby, lived there from a leest 1896 to 1899, ad hisSger
May and her husbend Seth Gage hed lived there earlier, together with their children.  Luther Colby, the
other "bachdor unde" isd bdieved to havelived in the housefor brief periods of time during William
Colby's ownership.

Moses Calby (1822-1901), the younget of William's undes, isremambered as one of Amesbury's
origind "'49ers' during the CaliforniaGold Rush. Heworked in the boot and shoe indudtry for &t leest
pat of hislife, asin the early 1850s hewas ligted as a bootmaker when he shared lodgingsin Bodon
with Luther. Luther Colby (1814-1894) weas the mod colorful of the late 19*-century occupents of the
housa A well-known spiritualist during the heyday of the American spirituaist movemeant that begen in
the 18505 helived mog of his adult life in Baston, where he was a printer, publisher, and the founding
editor and publisher of The Banner of Light, aspiritudist weekly that began publication in 1857.

It was during William Colby (8)'s ownership that the bronze plague honoring Thomas Macy wes pleced
onthe lavn infront of the house The plague wes put up by the Amesbury Improvement Association, a
group of citizens concerned with the presarvation of thetown's historic and scenic charecter, some of
whom were soon to be assodaed with converting the Macy-Colby House to amuseum.

(continued)
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MasssL. Cdby (7) (1899); and Bartlet Canday Assodation ovnaship:  1899-present

Early in 1899, ten years befare hisdesth, William Caby moved to the center of Amesbury and sdld off
the hameteed in two parcds—the eed partion with the house and barn to hisundeMasssL. Colby, ad
theremaining piece west/southwes of the house to the Bar tlett Cemetery Association.

The Batlett Camalery Association, founded in March of 1899, wes formed by a group of fifteen
Ameshury busnessmen, carriage manufecturers and other indudridids for the purpose of establishing a
sndl new camaeay where they and their family members could be buried. Moses Colby was ane of the
incorporators of the association, and the Ste chosen for the canelery was the remaining portion of the
"aunts" land that lay directly south of the Union Camdery and southwest of the Macy-Colby House

The 1.35-a0e cametery, which was laid out with a circular roed ringing alandscaped monument area nesr
the top of the hill behind the Macy-Colby House, wes later expanded to three acresin 1929. 1t isstill
owned and maneged by the association.

When edablished, the cametery wias landlocked, with no aooess ether from Main Stret or through the
Union Cemetay to the north. By the end of 1899 the assodiation hed purchesed the rest of the Macy-
Colby homegteed, probably for the purpose of laying out an acoessdrive from the eest. Moses Colby,
however, hed purposss of hisown in sdling hisfamily'sancedrd hometo the candlery associdion. As
dated in the Decamber 1899 desd, his main intent wes to provide for the future of the Macy-Colby House
(which he cdled the "Colby Macy Housg') as amusaum, and ™ . . . that the dwelling house above named
ghdl be kept as amemorid of MosesL. Colby the grantor and hisancestors beck to Anthony Colby"—
i.e. alaging memorid to the Colby family.

Macy-Colby House musaum.

The trangition of the Macy-Colby Houseto its new function as ahistoricd musaum in 1899 coincided
with the esablishment of oneof the many regiond antiquarian assodaions of the turn of the 20th
century, the Jodah Bartlett Chepter of the Daughters of the Revolution. Not to be confusad with the
larger and more enduring Daughters of the American Revolution (D.A.R.), the nationd Daughters of the
Revolution wes agmdler "splinter" organization founded in 1893 after adissgreameant over adhange in
the DAR conditution. Itschgpters were concentrated primarily within the satesthat hed bean part of the
thirteen origina colonies. Some Amesbury familiesrgoresanted in its membership were dso dosdy
connected with the Bartlett Cemetery Association, and severd founders of the locd Josah Bartlett
chapter of the Daughters (ratified in 1899) were Colby descandants

Within a year, the Macy-Colby House had beoome the heedquarters and oanter of adtivity for the Jodah
Bartlet Chapter of the Daughters who hdd ther fir stmeding therein June of 1900, and proossdad to
furnish the building largdy with Calby family possessonsand memarabilia. Unde the leedership of
Mrs Emma Perkinsand Livinia Bartlet they hdd a farma opening of themusaum in Oddber 1900, with

(continued)
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an "old-fashioned supper” atended by 150 people Anna Colby hed cherge of the lighting with candles
ad oil lamps snce the house had no eectricity—a date thet still enduresin al but the northwest ell.

Ove the years the Daughters were to hold afternoon tessin the old house, put on harvest- and candldight
wppas ad hog open-house days when the public was recaved. To assg them, the Camaary
Asodidion renovated the former woodshed €l ingtalling an early 20th-century kitchen there. Whilethe
Daughters raised funds through someof their events the initial maintenance and repair of the house wes
mede possble by a bequest of $2,500 that came to the Bartlett Cametery Association upon Moses Colby's
dedth in 1901. In making the bequest, Mr. Colby specified thet the funds be used for the purpose of "the
pameanent embdlishment, improvement, and maintenance of the house and grounds .. .known asthe
"Colby-Macy Property.™"

While it isundergood that Mases Colby paid for somerestoration work before he died, itisnot entirdy
dear what repairs or dhanges were medke either dightly before or soon after the Cemetery Association took
poss=sson of the propearty and the Daughters assumed manegamant of the house: Among the work reported
to have bem directed by Mases Colby was the replacement of somesills and flooring, somerebuilding of
the chimney, and the restoration of hearthsandfireplaces.Itisdwo likely that details like the chamfered
board dong thefireplacewall of the old kitchen were added & ebout the same time.

Over the course of the 20* century, membership in the Daughters of the Revolution dwindled, and the
nationd organization didbanded in the 1980s In Amesbury & that time, the remaining membas of the
Jodeh Bartlett Chapter of the Daughters wdcomed other interested citizensin addition to Revolutionary
War desoendants and formed a commiittee called The Fiends of the Macy Colby House  Although the
Bartlett Cametay Assodiation till ownsthe Macy-Colby House and property, the Friends group now
meneges the musaum.  In addition to regular musaum hours and open housss for the public, among the
activities hoged by the Friends are regular reunions of the 'Colby Clan,’ the family association of the
desoendants of Anthony and Susannal Colby. The family assodiation, of which 120 membars vidted in
Augus 2000, continues to support the house with donations

Archaeologicd Significance

Higtoric archaeologicd resources described ebove may contribute important information rdated to the early
stlement of Amesbury, the architecturd evolution of the Macy-Colby House, and the socid, culturd, ad
economic growth of eight generations of the Colby family. Additional higtoric resserch combined with
information derived from archaeologica resources may contribute valuable information related to ane of

the erlier ssttlements in Massachusetts That part of Sdisoury west of the Powwow River wesfirst settled
in the 16405 sparated from Sdlidbury and incorporated as Sdisbhury New Town in 1666, and the name
changed to Ameshbury in 1668. Archaeologica and historicd resources assodated with the settlement of
the Macy-Colby House in 1652 may contribute important infonnation that documents how individuass,
families, and the Colony adgpted to the very earliest yearsof European sttlement in this area of
Masschusdts  Archaeologica and historical resources can be ussd to follow the evolution of the Macy-

(continued)
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Colby farmdead a5 it devdoped through three canturies of settlement in Massachusatts and eight
genaaions of the Colby family.

Additionad higtorica ressarch combined with information from archaeologica resources may contribute
definitive proof thet the foundation beneath the existing Macy-Colby House weas reusad from the earlier
1652 dructure. Higtorical documentation corroborated by artifactua evidence may exig that documants the
dateof condruction for thefi el dstonefoundation and the later reuse of that dructure as the partia
foundation for the existing house  Pattans of artifact distribution around the extant house may contribute
important information related to the orientation of the earlier Sructure and architecturd features of the
exiging houseno longer evident from avisua examination. Detailed andyds of the contents of
acheedlogicd features may contribute information rdaed to the congtruction of both the 1662 and 1745
homes and the architectural characteridtics of the sructures Similar information as destribed above mey
a0 be abtained for bams outbuildings, and privies located on the property.

The location and careful mepping of the dructures and archaeologicd features identified above mey d<o
contribute important information related to the spatia patterning of buildings on early New England
farmdeads and their relationship to Smilar homesteeds in the early settlers country of origin. This
information may be important to identify the internd configuration of early farmgeeds in this area ad their
rdative suooess or failurein anew land and environment. Undersanding the patterning and relaionship of
buildings on early farmgtieads may d<o hdp to underdand later changes that occurred on these farms.

Additiond higtorical ressarch combined with archaedlogicd dudies may dso contribute important
information rlated to the socid, cultural, and economic characteridics of eght generations of the Calby
family and their livesin Amesbury. Documentary records may exigt for different individuals and family
occupations of those assodated with the Macy-Colby House  The long-term occupation of the house by
some of the more influentid citizens and prominent familiesin Amesbury may increese the probability thet
Coalby family records survive. The exigence of written records rdaed to the Colby family and ooccupetions
of the house combined with archaeologica research increeses the ussfulness of both types of information by
upplementing the ggps with each type of evidence. In addition to information derived from documentary
ources detalled andlyss of the contents of occupationd-rdated features may contribute important socid,
cultural, and economic information rdated to specific membas of the Colby family and entire families that
occupied the farm & different times. The identification of features and/or stratified depogtswithin Sngle
features may enable specific activitiesand periods of occupation to be assodated with different individuds,
their families, beliefs, and occupations over time. Occupationd-rdaed features (tragh pits, privies, wdls)
located around the house may contain evidence related to the domedic activitiesof the occupants of the
farmgtead, while smilar features located in the vicinity of the bams and blacksmith shop/dore may contain
evidence of the economic activities conducted on the farm. Detailed information rdated to the types ad
technology of agricultural production on the farm, the evolution of early New England agriculture, and 18
century blacksmithing technology might exist. Information may dso survive that indicates the extent that
the early occupations of the farm were self-sufficient and how that agoect of life changed through time.

(continued)
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Archaeologicd resources may identify the types of goods that were imported and exported from the farm,
and how the presance of tradersin the Colby family influenced the types of goods accessbletothe
inhabitants

While the information described above may contribute important evidence rdated to the socid, culturd,
and economic livesof the Colby Farm inhabitants and larger Amesbury sattlement over time, unmarked
graves mey contribute smilar information and important physica evidence of the hedlth and pathologies
that affected membersof the Colby family and the larger Amesbury community. The proximity of the
Colby-Mecy farm to the Bartlett Cemetary and Union Cametery indicates the potentia for locating
unmarked graves to the rear of the existing Macy-Colby lot. Unmarked graves could be the resuh of
peupas indigents, or other unknown persons buried around the periphery of the existing cemeleries
Unmarked graves could d<o result from marked graveswhose markers have bean logt or deteriorated.
Deailed andyss of the buria context including the grave shaft, casket, and itsartifact and skeletd
contents, mey contribute important information rdaed to the socid, cultural, and economic characteridics
of the decessad. Ogteologicd sudy of the skdetd remans may contribute information rdated to the
dature, 32, and other physical characteridtics of the deoessed, including pathologies thet affected thet
individual. Information obtained through andys's of unmarked graves assodated with paupars, indigents,
and unknown parsons may contribute evidence related to the lives of lessfortunate mambears of Amesbury
soddy and how they were trested in degth by the larger society. Unmarked graves may d<o contribute
important evidence rdated to larger ssgmentsof the Amesoury community.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundaries of the nominated property are those of Parcd 19 on Town of Amesbury Assesor's
Map 77.

Boundary Justification

The Nationd Regiger boundaries encompess the entire 1.1-aae parcd a 257 Main Srest on which
the Macy-Colby House islocated.
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PHOTOGRAPHS
Unless otherwise noted, all photographs are of the Macy-Colby House by Anne Forbes, 2006

View northwest, with main eedt faBede and south devation
Ead facade

North devation of house, ell, and privy

North parlor ("hal")—fireplace wall, with view into entry
South parlor—fireplace wall

Northeest chamber—fireplace wall

Southeedt chamber—fireplace wall with 19"-Century dosat

NOoO g, WD R

Supplementary 4 x 6" photos

8 South devation of privy, ell, and main house

9. View south dong Main Street, with two ca 1900 hitching pods cemetery sign,
18A granite 9gnboard with bronze plague, ca 1930 tercentenary Sgn

10. North perlor ("hdl")—view northeest

11. South parlo—view southeedt to comer "beaufat”

12. Leanto kitchen—view north to endosed darcase

13. Attic framing—view northwest to joint of main rear plate, northwest chimney pogt and chimney girt.
Showing rafter continuing west into leanto, and low purlin over vertical-board front wall of leanto

Supplementary 8x10 photo

14. View esg-northeedt, with south and west devations. (Milton Kray, 2000.)

Photocopied historic photo

View of Macy-Colby House, bam and orchard, ca 1900. Two men bdieved to be Moses Colby (left),
and William Colby (rear, under tree)

Setch Map and Plans

Sketch mgp of Macy-Colby property

Aan 1 Macy-Colby House first and sscond dories

Pan 2 Macy-Colby House cdlar and conjecturd Colby houseof ca 1664

Pan 3 Macy-Colby House with rear el and privy
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RESOURCE COUNT

C=contributing; NC=noncontributing
B=building; O=0bject; S=Site

St-structure
MAP# NAME OR DESCRIPTION DATE STATUS TYPE
1 Macy-Colby House ca 1745 C B
foundetion ca. 1652
2 Macy-Colby tercentenary Sgn  ca 1930 C @)
3. Bartlett Cametary Sgn lae 20* C. NC @)
4 Granite pogADrorze plague 18A C @)
5 Pair of hitching pods ca 1900 C @)
6. Entry drive to cemetary ca 1900 C S
7. Colby bam ste unknown C S
(pre-1900)
8 Site of blackamith shop ca 1745 S
9. South boundary fence lae 20" C. ﬁc @)
10. North boundary fence lae 20* C. NC o)
11 Hagpole lae 20" C. NC
2 Petio with garden ad lae 20" C. NC g
done wall

TOTAL RESOURCE COUNT: Contributing Noncontributing

BUILDINGS

STRUCTURES

OBXECTS 3 4

STES 2 0



View of Macy-Coby Housg barn, and orchard, c. 1900

Two men believed to be Moses Colby (left) and William Colby (rear)



SKETCH MAP

of MACY-COLBY PROPERTY



PLANI: MACY-COLBY HOUSE

FIRST and SECOND STORIES

Second Floor Plan

First Floor Plan
Scale

10"



PLAN 22 MACY-COLBY HOUSE

CELLAR and CONJECTURAL COLBY HOUSE o c. 164

Present c.1745
House, facing
East towards

the main road

established in
1719.

— u

N Base for
c.1654

Chimney

Conjectural ¢.1654 House, with
one great room facing South and
East, and chimney bay to West.

Cellar

N il

Scal«




PLAN 3: MACY-COLBY HOUSE

with REAR ELL and PRIVY

There isno information on when the reer el wes added to
the Colby houss, though it wes probably sometime during
thefirst hdf of the 19¢ century. It conggs of two
spaae diiduresthat ware combined and located about
three fegtfromthe reer of the main housg, offset ten
inches to the north, and then connected by an endosd
wakway. The main snicture nov contains a kitchen, ad
a bathroom hes bean added in the connecting welkway -
bath adgptations mede aer the house was doneted by
Masss Colby in 1899. Although nowfinishedingde, the
kitchen su*cture gopears to be of pod ad beam
condruction. It probably saved origindly as a ssparae
wood dhed or shop. Theold privy wes atached to the reer
of the el with an offset of nine inches to the north. The
interior is sheethed with wood and covered by old
waellpgper. The privy doors contain both forged and cut
nals, ad an origind Norfolk latch, indicating an early
19" catxuy date
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Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Places
Depatment of thelnterior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Stregt, NW, 8" floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed pleesefind the following nomination form:
Macy-Colby House, 257 Main &., Amesbury (Essex), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the Sate Review Board and has bean sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Sate
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg W
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission
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