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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 01d Stone Blacksmith Shop is oriented to the east and to the
road, Vermont Route 30, with the front elevation facing the road.
The building is set back approximately 22 feet from the road and
is built into the side of a shallow hill which rises sharply from
the road to an open field and orchard immediately behind. While
the front elevation stands full height above grade, the rear
elevation is almost completely buried below grade, the top of

the rear wall rising approximately one foot above the grade of
the open field.

The building is rectangular in shape, measuring approximately

30 by 19 feet, and is one story high, standing six and one-half
feet at the rafter plates and twelve and one-half feet at the
ridge, with a gable roof, the ridge of which is parallel to the
front and rear elevations. The walls of the building are con-
structed of irregularly cut limestone blocks laid in random
courses with larger, more regularly cut blocks on the corners
acting as quoins. The roof is of wood frame construction and 1is
covered with shecet metal. .

There is one square window opening with a wood casement centered

in each gable end elevation, and there are two narrow horizontal
window openings with wood casements directly beneath the eave of
the roof and flush with the ground on the rear elevation. On the
north and south sides of the front elevation are, respectively,

a square door opening with double wood doors hung on wrought iron
strap hinges and a rectangular window opening with a wood casement,
The window sashes have been removed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 01d Stone Blacksmith Shop is significant as the earliest surviving
representative of a service 1ndustry essential to the early development
and prosnerltv of the town of Cornwall. ZIqually significant, the
building's limestone construction is not typical as most earlv black-
smith shops operated in buildings of wood frame construction. The
building's construction was undoubtedly due to the local abundance and
avallablllty of limestone as a building material in spite of the fact
that the percentage of buildings of limestone construction to those

of wood frame and brick construction in this part of Addison County

is very low.

A blacksmith shop was in continuous operation on this location from
1791 until 1908 when Frank Brown, the last blacksmith to operate the
business, died. 1In 1791 Thomas Pritchard purchased from Daniel Foot
and Timothy Baker the land on which the present building is* located
and started a blacksmithing business. 1In 1805 Pritchard sold the busi-
ness to Daniel Huntington, another blacksmith. Subsequent blacksmiths
were Ambroise Judd and Shubel Ripley.

Exactly when the present blacksmith shop was erected is not documented.
A comparison of the dates of other buildings of limestone construction
located in neighboring towns shows that the blacksmith shop could have
been erected anytime between circa 1790 and circa 1845. Local oral
tradition states that the blacksmith shop was erected between 1791 and
1805 by Thomas Pritchard.
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