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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mason Cornwall residence is a high Victorian Italianate house constructed 
of brick with a smooth stucco veneer which simulates cut stone. The walls are 
16" thick on the first story and 12" thick on the second. The two-story house 
has an L shaped plan with an entry left of the intersection. The wing termi 
nates with a two-story bay. A one-story shed roofed extension is to the rear.

A red tiled hipped roof replaced an earlier roof of inter-locking sheet metal 
shingles. Gabled dormers break the roof on the left side and the rear.

Italianate details include first story round arched openings which are linked 
together by a band molding; rusticated quoins, and the roof's sheet metal 
brackets.

A cupola originally was located at the intersection of the L, but was removed 
after 1940. The one-story portico replaces a bracketed front porch which ex 
tended to the right corner of the dwelling.

The interior has been extensively remodeled, although a narrow spiral staircase 
is still intact.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mason Cornwall residence is architecturally significant as one of the most 
pretentious houses of its period in North Idaho. Its commanding corner lot 
with mature evergreens, located opposite the city park, further enhances the 
finely designed Italianate exterior, which rarely is rendered in masonry in 
Idaho's residential architecture.

Mason Cornwall was one of the pioneers of Moscow, arriving in 1883. He quickly 
acquired vast acreages and was prominent in community life. Five years after 
his arrival he had the Cornwall block erected to house a bank. The following 
year he constructed this residence.

Taylor and Lauder, the builders of this dwelling, were Moscow's foremost con 
tractors in the Nineteenth century.
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