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CONDITION

(Check One)

Excellent [^ Good Q Foir d Deteriorated d Ruins d Unexposed

(Check OneJ •! 

D Altered Qj) Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved (3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\ Curtis Island Light is located at the southern entrance to Camden 

Harbor. The island is approximately 4/5 of a mile from the town docking 

facility at Camden. The island itself is approximately 5% acres with soft­ 

wood dominating the foliage. The lighthouse is at the southern end of the 

island and the docking facility is at the northern en^^

There are four structures on the^islahd : which are all part of the 

lighthouse facility. >he light tower itself is of brick as is the small 

building housing the station's power supply. There is a tool shed or 

garage which is constructed of wood. The keeper's house is a 1% story 

frame house also constructed of wood and sheathed in clapboards. These 

structures are all at the southern end of the island^

"''fro'm'the" island.; o'rie'h'as an "excellent view of one of the most scenic 

area's in Maine. The harbor with the mountains in the background'form ° 

perhaps the most perfect harbor in Maine.

Following the automation of the light by the Coast Guard, the station 

was closed as a manned lighthouse.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Vurtis Island Light, or Negro Island Light, as it was called for 

one hundred years, was first built- in- 1836 under the presidency of Andrew 

Jackson. The light, was built by George Galilt of Boston and the first 

keeper was H. K. M. Bowers. Bowers stayed on until 1841 and since then 

many men have occupied the position.

The light station must have fallen into disrepair at some time for 

in 1896 it was ordered rebuilt by President Grover Cleveland.

For many years/the island was 'a signal station for the Boston-Bangor 

boats, many of which stopped at Camden. This small island also served 

as a pleasure spot for many of Camden's residents and visitors as a favor­ 

ite picnic area. *X^

In 1934 the town of Camden honored one of its most distinguished 

summer residents, Mr. Cyrus H. K. Curtis, famous publisher and philan­ 

thropist.

The name of the island was changed from Negro Island to Curtis Island, 

Mr. Curtis was one of the island's many visitors each year. As a philan?- 

thropist, Mr. Curtis did much for the town of Camden so the citizens 

honored his name. His daughter, Mrs. Mary Louise Bok officiated at the
•*

dedication ceremony on August 6, 1934.

CSee Continuation Sheet)________________________________
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Camden Herald. October 13, 1932. 

Portland Press Herald. August 7, 1934.

Sterling, Robert Thayer. Lighthouses of the Maine Coast. 
Vermont: Stephen Daye Press, 1935.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Richard D—Kelly, Historic Preservationtst-
ORGAN1ZATION

Maine Historic Preservation Commission
DATE;

April 24, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:

31 Western Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:

.ftugusta Maine
i

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National Q State Q Local, gj

I hereby certify tkat this property is included in the 

National Register,
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 2

The island is a natural shelter for Camden Harbor in its function as a

natural breakwater. It absorbs the fierce waves from the ocean while the

harbor remains quite calm at all times.

^The Curtis Island Lighthouse has for nearly one hundred and fifty years

served the people of Maine who have eked a livelihood from the sea as a

beacon of friendship and safety.^
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