
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to le f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between Inventoried property and nearest 
Intersectlon(s). 
Indicate north 

(SEE ATTACHED MAP) 

AREA FORM NO. 

2091 

Town 
Newton, Mass. MRA 
NEWTON (Nonantum) 

Address 23 Chapel St ree t 

Historic Name 

Evangelical Baptist Church 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1873 

church 

church 

Source Newton Journal 10/18/JJ73 

Style Gothic Rev iva l 

Architect Charles Edward Parker 

Exterior Wall Fabric s tone/brick 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

Rear s e c t i o n added 1900-1910 

Condition Good 

Moved no Date 

Acreage 33 ,653 sg. f t . 6t6s W i ftcrg.) 

Setting Set on deep l o t , c lose to 

f a c t o r y which p rov ided both p a r i s h -

oners, and land f o r church b u i l d i n g 

UTM REFERENCE _ 

USGS QUADRANGLE_ 

SCALE 

19 . -^18600. ^^92350 

NEWTON. MA 

1:25,000 

Recorded by Ka th lyn Hatch; Peter S t o t t 

Organization Newton H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date Feb. 1977; A p r i l 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (If applicable) 

As an important example of V i c t o r i a n Gothic church a r c h i t e c t u r e i n Newton 
by a known Newton a r c h i t e c t ; and f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the development 
of the v i l l a g e of Nonantum/ the E v a n g e l i c a l B a p t i s t Church meets c r i t e r i a A 
and C of the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In ter«s of 
other buildings within the conmnlty. 

The Evangelical B a p t i s t Church ( o r i g i n a l l y the North Evangelical Church) 
was b u i l t i n 1873 a t a cost of $18,000. The s t r u c t u r e i s r e l a t i v e l y 
uncomplicated i n design and achieves i t s e f f e c t through the use of 
c o n t r a s t i n g m a t e r i a l s : Newton Centre stone l a i d i n random p a t t e r n and 
accented w i t h red and asphalt-dipped b r i c k s . I t s most d i s t i n c t i v e 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e i s the o f f s e t entrance tower, banded w i t h courses of 
b r i c k and capped by a heavy c o r b e l l e d b r i c k cornice and steep pyramidal 
r o o f . 

The b u i l d i n g ' s main block i s f r o n t - g a b l e d and features a steep nave 
roof flanked by shed-roofed side a i s l e s . The r i c h surface decoration of 
the gable w a l l includes h o r i z o n t a l b r i c k coursing, a round window, and a 
wide pointed arch o u t l i n e d i n b r i c k t h a t encompasses three smaller lancet 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the conmunity. 
The North Evangelical Church was the outgrowth of the e f f o r t s of Samuel 
Lowry, the c h a r i t a b l e donations and support of several o l d Newton Corner 
f a m i l i e s (the Bacons, Trowbridges, Spears, and B a s s e t t s ) , and of Thomas 
Dalby, the Nonatum manufacturer who donated the s i t e . The church, at f i r s t 
associated w i t h the E l i o t Church i n Newton Corner, i s located j u s t north of 
the Dalby k n i t t i n g m i l l on Chapel S t r e e t . 

B'orn i n I r e l a n d about 1841, Lowry came to Newton i n 1859 and l i v e d w i t h 
his uncle on Richardson S t r e e t , being a c l e r k i n T u r n b u l l ' s dry goods sto r e 
at the corner of Washington & Winter s t r e e t s (now at or near the s i t e of 
F i l e n e ' s ) . He e a r l y became i n t e r e s t e d i n the people of North V i l l a g e , 
which was then a lawless and t u r b u l e n t settlement of f a c t o r y o peratives, 
Lowry's o b i t u a r y e x p l a i n s . He began by s t a r t i n g a Sunday School, conducted 
on the Watertown side of the r i v e r , near the Aetna m i l l s . From these 
meetings grew the permanent Sunday school f o r Nonantum c h i l d r e n . The 
school grew i n t o a f o r m a l l y organized congregation, and i n 1862 a small 
chapel was erected on the s i t e of the present church. Lowry was f o r m a l l y 
ordained as pastor i n 1867 and served u n t i l his death i n 1884. A f i r e i n 
June 1872 destroyed the chapel, and the present church was constructed the 
f o l l o w i n g year. The church was dedicated October 16, 1873. 

A f t e r Lowry's death, the congregation changed to the B a p t i s t 
denomination. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Newton Graphic P u b l i s h i n g Co., B e a u t i f u l Newton ( c . l 9 1 7 ) , pp. 93-4. 
M.F. Sweetser, King's Handbook of Newton (1889), pp.157-158. 
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"Charles Edward Parker," Boston Evening T r a n s c r i p t 28 October 1890, p. 5. 
"Rev. S. E. Lowry," Newton Graphic 8 March 1884, p. 1. 
A r c h i t e c t s F i l e , Fine Arts D i v i s i o n , Boston Public L i b r a r y . 

8/85 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CG f̂̂ ISSIO Ĵ 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: 

Newton, Mass. MRA 

f ̂ ' 

Form No: 

2091 

Property Name: Evangelical Baptist Ch irch 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 

arches. Both the facade and entrance tower have p i e r buttresses, and most 
windows, i n c l u d i n g those of the b e l l f r y , are Gothic-arched. 

The b u i l d i n g ' s e x t e r n a l appearance has been modified very l i t t l e since 
i t was f i r s t b u i l t . The main block was expanded beyond the side (south) 
entrance between 1900-1910, and a h i p - r o o f e d rear s t r u c t u r e , connected by a 
short wing, was apparently added a t t h i s time. Both a l t e r a t i o n s blend w e l l 
w i t h the o r i g i n a l design. 

The b u i l d i n g ' s a r c h i t e c t was Charles Edward Parker (1826-1890), of 
Auburndale, who donated his s e r v i c e s . Born i n Keene, New Hampshire, Parker 
had developed a s u b s t a n t i a l r e p u t a t i o n by the time he designed the North 
V i l l a g e church. I n the l a t e 1850s he designed three b u i l d i n g s f o r Amherst 
College, and l a t e r town and c i t y h a l l s i n Easthampton and Chicopee. I n 
Newton he designed the Auburndale Congregational Church (1857), the f i r s t 
E l i o t Church at Newton Corner (1859), and the 1881 chapel of the Church of 
the Messiah i n Auburndale. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Uni ted Sta tes Depar tmen t of the In ter ior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P iaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

For NPS US* oniy 

^received 

Idate entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Newton MRA 
state Middlesex County, MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

4 1 . Dupee Es ta te 
Entered in the 
Uatioaal Eegister-^TKeeper 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

42. Elliott, Charles D., House aritarcd in the ^ffteeper r>(Ll^^L^^^A$^>^-^ 

43. Eminence, The 

44. Estabrook, Rufus , House 

Entered in the 
lational Esgister 

Attest 

•̂ %eeper 

Attest 

EntercJ In tLe -f^eper 

Attest 

45. Evangelical Baptist 
Church «.^in„ ^'"^ A'l^Ar--^ fA^ 

Attest 

46. Farquhar, Samuel, House Entered in the ^Keeper A < U ' ^ ' ' - - ^ A ^ - ^ ^><^^ 
Bational Register 

47. Fenno, John A., House 

48. F i r s t Unitarian Church 
Entered i n tl:.o 

Attest 

f^eeper 

49^ F u l l e r , Capt. Edward, Entered I n the 
Farm JJatl.ocal iiegist»r 

50. Gane, Henry, House 

Attest 

,Uonal aegister /^eper ^<?^t^^^^.<t^<:^,<^<-^^ f f y / A 

Attest • 

/ ^ e p e r ^ ; / » ^ 

Attest 

I e e e p e r / 7 < ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ / ^ ^ ^ — ^ ^ / / / j ^ 

A t t es t 

Ent ore-, 2 i n •''to 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N S H E E T 

EvanRelical Baptist Church (Newton MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CD resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CU owner objection 
• appeal 

Working No. JUL 23 1986 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: J Z ^ Z Z ^ ^ 
Action: 

Kntered in the 
ifatlonsJL SeglstWE 

ACCEPT 
RETURN. 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: CU sample • request appeal • NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CZl good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CZl unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

CZl altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CZl summary paragraph 

• completeness , ' • 
CU clarity v . ' -
CU alterations/integrity ' 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CU summary paragraph 
n completeness 
CU clarity ' ' 
[ U applicable criteria ' ^ 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title . date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
CU Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone: 

G P O 91 B - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







City of Newton Assessor's Maps. Sheet ^ 
Metric Series. 1979 
Scale: UTM grid line Interval - 100 meters (328 feet) 

Newton, Mass. MRA 
23 Chapel S t . , Nonantum 
(Evangelical Baptist Church) 
lA-1-18 


