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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

High on a hill overlooking the Minnesota River Valley stands one of the most 
picturesque mills remaining in Minnesota today. The mill is- circular in con­ 
struction and measures 30* in diameter at the bottomland 20' in diameter at 
the top. The structure stands 36' high. The roof was dojpae-shaped and hung on 
a center shaft. It was fitted on a track with rollers so that it could be 
moved in order to place the arms of the wheel in the proper position to best 
catch the wind. The arms of the mill were wooden frames covered with canvas, 
each 35' longjnaking the total span, including the diameter of the hub, 75*.

The mill was constructed of stone found on the Seppman farm and the outline 
of each stone was originally painted black. Nearly all the machinery was hand 
made, the cap and wheels being of hand-hewn hard maple.

The mill is presently being restored by the Division of State Parks. Most of 
the original equipment is stored on the ground floor of the mill and will be 
used in the restoration. m 
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Construction of the Seppman Mill was begun in 1^62^ by Louis Seppman and was 
completed the following year. Seppman, a native of WestpfiaTTa, Germany, 
settled in South Bend township, Blue Earth County in 1857. He was a stone 
mason by trade and familiar with the mills of his native land.<0ne of the 
-only wind-powered Yfiills in Minnesota it s_eryed the area as a floxkr^ill for 
16 years and a feed .mill, folr 10 years. In 1880 two of the arms were broken 
by high winds. The mill operated with the two remaining arms until they wer<> 
damaged in 189Q^tJy another storm.

The surviving Seppman relatives donated the mill to the Blue Earth County 
Historical -Society in 1929, In 1933 it was "incorporated into Minneopa State 
Park.^Its unique design and beautiful surrounding countryside make it more 
than worthy of insured preservation in the future.
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