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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

High on a hill overlooking the Minnesota River Valley stands one of the most
picturesque mills remaining in Minnesota today. The mill is circular in con-
struction and measures 30' in diameter at the bottom and 20' in diameter at
the top. The structure stands 36' high. The roof was _dome-shaped and hung on
|a center shaft. It was fitted on a track with rollers so that it could be
moved in order to place the arms of the wheel in the proper position to best
catch the wind. The arms of the mill were wooden frames covered with canvas,
each 35' long making ﬁﬁEﬁEotal span, including the diameter of the hub, 75'.

The mill was constructed of stone found on the Seppman farm and the outline
of each stone was originally painted black. Nearly all the machinery was hand
made, the cap and wheels being of hand~hewn hard maple.

The mill is presently’being restored by the Division of State Parks. Most of
the original equipment is stored on the ground floor of the mill and will be
used in the restoration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

87 1 o
562 by Louis Seppman and was

s

Construction of the Seppman Mill was begun in 1
completed the following year. Seppman, a native of Westphalid, Germany,
settled in South Bend township, Blue Earth County in 1857. He was a stone
mason by trade and iliar with the mills of his native land.<One of the
-only wind-powered Yiills in Minnesota it served the area as a flowr”mill for
16 years and a feed mill #6r 10 years. In 1880 two of the arms were broken
by high winds. The mill operated with the two remaining arms until they were¢
damaged in 189Q Ky another storm. '

-

The surviving Seppman relatives donated the mill to the Blue Earth County
Historical Society in 1929, In 1933 it was incorporated into Minneopa State
Park.™Its lnique design and beautiful surrounding countryside make it more
than worthy of insured preservation in the future.




Hughes, Thomas, History of Blue Earth County, Chicago, 1909.

Hughes, Thomas, History of Minneopa State Park, St. Paul, 1932,

Thompson, H. E., "Northwestern Miller'", September 19, 1934.
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Minnesota Historical Society

DATE

December 1,1970

STREET AND NUMBER:

Building 25, Fort Snelling

St. Paul

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State [X] Local [7]
Name ) ’
Title

Director,Minnesota HisSTtorical Society

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

@w»‘ji—‘d (C}W/M wlliy

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prevgrvation

AUG 2 6 1971
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‘finnesota Department of Highways
Mue PFarth County, llinnesota 1970
Seppman 1Mill

Scale: 1" = 2 mlles

Lat, 44 09* 40"
Long, 9% 05' 7.5"

- I
r%.rn.@,,jm;: ,r,rJr

LTOMC YT

T108 N

A

e

.
» .

(R

(FAS />

FAS 3

LAY

.

LT e
.

34

,.
=
“'
5
=1

Wy
PA]

-
LT

|
s

—
e

| ] ¥
IR/ O




9\ IIO k ' i *@duaisjes apniibuo| pup apniiypo] g
Q> V '\‘k j/ ‘MOIID YHON 7
Q’SA e ‘paisinbai si1aym saliopunoiq Auadosd *|

N X*%\\):d$ SdVW 11V NO a3ANTDONI 38 01

: a ; \.E A 4~/ SOTTW g=,, T:a1vos
¥ X

': tT0 qI18Y ond [44 10099 BJOSOUUTIN
3Q0D :ALNAOD| 340D ALV LS
ojeque
SNMOL HO ALID
*jied 93e]S BAOQUUTK UT Ojeyuel IBoU ‘M /7 ¥ ‘N Q0] I ‘QI UOT3d°S§
id3d WNN ANV L3 FYLs
iD1HO0LSIH HO/ANY
ITIR uemddeg  ‘Nowwod
4198, <009 LE )’
/ 31_,{;% EazquN('w_Léa//' (dew y11m osojous 10 03 yoeye - SolIUS JJe adL I )
ATINO 350 SdN 304 WJ0d4 dVW AL33dodd
JiIey onigd
ALNNOD SIADV1d DIYOLSIH 40 ¥31S193¥ TVNOILVYN
BJOoSauuTi 3D1ANIS HAVd TVNOILYN (8961 "22q)

31VLs HORIILNI 3HL 40 INIWLAVJIA STLVLS dALINN 10g-01 Wiog

33

SNOILONYALSNI



NPS Form 10-900-8 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

(8-08)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION KeeperW
s




NPS Form 10000 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
©-00)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sectonnumber ____ Page

Note: These changes apply to
Swedish Evangelical Lutheran
Bethlehem Church in Aitkin County,
Minnesota.

REFERENCE NUMBER: 82002928

S8TATE: MINNESOTA

COUNTY: Aitkin

RESOURCE NAME (HISTORIC): Bethlehem Lutheran Church
CITY:

VICINITY OF: Aitkin

ADDRESS: off Co. Hwy. 12

CERTIFICATION DATE:

REMOVED DATE:

COMMENTS :

M )')'7 QAM JUN1 7 10QR

Nina M. Archabal Date
S8tate Historic Preservation Officer




