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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ebenezer Baptist Church is located on the southwest corner of Thach and 
Auburn Drive South, and faces north onto Thach, a paved and well travelled street, 
Auburn Drive South, which runs along the eastern side of the structure is 
unpaved and lined with trees and small frame houses.

The structure consists of a large (66' 6" by 36') rectangular block which 
contains the sanctuary and a small addition on the south end which measures 
16' 3" by 36' 6". Both sections have gabled roofs set at right angles to each 
other.

Native stone forms the foundation, portions of which have been replaced with 
concrete blocks and the exterior walls are clapboard.

The front entrance is through a square bell tower on the northwest corner of the 
structure. Xcess to a small vestibule within the bell tower is by double doors 
on the north and a single door on the west. The doors as well as all windows 
have simple wooden architraves.

Beneath the two windows on the north are panels ornamented with an irregularly 
sawn layer of wood. Above these windows is a single half-round ventilator 
with scalloped louvers. Four windows, measuring 34" by 77", each are located 
on either side of the main block and the eastern side contains a small brick 
chimney. The shingled roofs of the building have been replace with galvanized
metal.''(

A pyrjLmidal roof with bracketed eaves crowns the bell tower and rests 
on double arches formed by colonettes and simple wooden spandrels. The bell 
tower is further ornamented with a wooden circular design on the northern and 
western sides.

Entrance into the sanctuary is through a single door from the vestibule and 
double doors on either side of the pulpit, located on the southern end. The 
12' high ceiling is composed of narrow beaded paneling set in geometric designs. 
The rear section of the building is divided into three rooms of equal size, 
and contains one exterior door located on the east.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church was one of the early black churches organized 
after the Civil War and exhibits a high degree of craftsmanship in its construction.

Although black congregations existed in Alabama as early as 1820 the large majority 
of the slaves worshipped along with their masters. During reconstruction black 
freed men gradually withdrew from Alabama churches. Whites tried to forestall ' 
division by granting concessions but to no avail, and the number of black 
congregations increased dramatically year by year.

The Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church was organized some time before 1868 under 
the leadership of the Reverend Thomas Glenn. Glenn, who was originally from 
Columbus, Georgia, was a noted preacher in the Auburn area prior to 1866.

On December 17, 1868 the Ebenezer Baptist Church was one of twenty-seven churches 
which sent delegates to the organizational meeting of the Colored Baptist Convention 
of Alabama. The Reverends T. Glenn and A. Blackburn represented the congregation.

The church, which was constructed entirely by congregation members was completed in 
1870. The half acre of land had been donated by a member, Mary Glower, who had 
been given the land by Lonnie Payne. Although it has been assumed by later members 
of the congregation that Payne was a former slave owner, nothing is known about him.

In the same year that the church was completed, the Auburn District Association 
was organized at the Ebenezer Church. The main organizers were the Reverends T. 
Glenn, D. Phillips and I. M. Pollard. The district was made up primarily of the 
black Baptist Churches in Lee, Macon and Tallapoosa counties and contributed 
generously to the support of the Baptist Colored University in Selma and later to 
the formation of school for blacks in Opelika, Lee County.

Notable members of the church included: I. M. Pollard, the second pastor; I. T. 
Simpson, a leading orator and pastor in the 1880's; and F. L. Sanders, who hosted 
the Colored Baptist Convention at the Ebenezer Church in 1925.

In recent years the congregation has dwindled and the structure was recently 
acquired by the Auburn Heritage Assocation for restoration.
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