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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Fay House i s located on approximately 2/3 of an acre on Main Street i n downtown 
Fitchburg. Main Street was once lined with f i n e residences, but the Fay Club i s one of 
the few single family structures remaining. The area around the house i s primarily 
early 20th century commercial. The house adjoins the Monument Park Historic D i s t r i c t 
( l o c a l h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , National Register nomination). The Fay House grounds are 
landscaped with shrubbery and some t a l l shade trees. A driveway and parking area 
follows the east elevation of the building to the facade of the carriage house located 
to the rear. 

The impressive High Victorian Gothic building was designed by Richard Upjohn and 
constructed i n 1883 for the l o c a l r a i l r o a d magnate George F. Fay. The I h story, 
i r r e g u l a r l y massed house i s b u i l t of brick with sandstone tr i m . The steeply pitched 
slate roof has four t a l l chimneys, each with a corbelled cap. The compound chimney 
on the east elevation rises from a stepped gable. Fenestration i s varied. Many win­
dows are stained glass. Some of the sandstone window l i n t e l s are Tudor arched; others 
are delicately swirled arches with a cross at the crown. The p a r t i a l l y exposed founda­
t i o n has a sandstone water table at the f i r s t f l o o r l e v e l . A projecting sandstone 
stringcourse divides the f i r s t and second stories. I t i s ornamented with two rows 
of small c i r c u l a r t i l e s on the north facade. I n t r i c a t e f i n i a l s crown many of the 
dormer and gable parapets. 

The facade faces north toward Main Street. The eastern end has two windows on both 
stories and a dormer with a parapet gable i n the roof. The western end of the facade 
i s a projecting bay with t r i p l e windows on both stories. The second story windows 
are headed by an ornamented t r i p l e arcade. The gable parapet contains double windows 
flanked by smaller windows. A l l four are headed by t a l l recessed arches containing 
t r e f o i l moldings. The east elevation i s a series of four gradually projecting i r r e ­
gular bays. The center bays hold the one story, intersecting ridge roof entrance 
porch. A low brick porch w a l l gives r i s e to a wooden Gothic tracery screen. The 
spandrels of the arches are ornamented by carved quatrefoils and m u l t i f o i l s . The 
east elevation roof has a hip roof dormer i n the southern end and a smaller triangular 
dormer with an arched window with t r e f o i l i n the l e f t center bay. 

The west elevation i s dominated by a large Gothic arched window containing narrow 
Tudor arched and t r e f o i l windows. The gable above contains an oculus. The center 
and the southern end of the elevation are both crowned by a gable dormer. The scale 
of the windows i s contrasting, with small and large t r i p l e Tudor arched being prevalent. 
The south (rear) elevation has diverse window groupings as do the other elevations. 
A one story, f l a t roof extension projects at the western end from the series of pro­
j e c t i n g bays which compose the elevation. 

The exterior and the f i r s t f l o o r i n t e r i o r of the building have not been altered. The 
elaborate f i r s t f l o o r retains elegant paneling, carving and frescoes. The second f l o o r 
has been remodeled into a large dining room. 

A 1% story ridge roof brick carriage house to the southwest of the main building i s 
distinguished by a huge f a n l i g h t over double wooden doors on the north facade. This 
structure has been converted to a gymnasium; the exterior and the f i r s t f l o o r i n t e r i o r 
remain unchanged, however. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Fay House i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s architecture, owner and as the most Imposing 
r e s i d e n t i a l structure i n Fitchburg. I t i s an excellent example of High Victorian 
Gothic architecture and was designed by the nationally prominent architect, Richard 
M. Upjohn, for George F. Fay. Fay was a leading c i t i z e n of Fitchburg. 

George Fay was appointed telegraph operator at the Fitchburg Depot i n 1852. He 
la t e r became a member of the fir m of Crocker Burbank and Co., and through investments 
i n Massachusetts railroads amassed a fortune. He b u i l t the elegant home on Main 
Street i n 1883 on the s i t e of a previous residence. I n 1894, Fay and others helped 
establish the Burbank Hospital. When Fay died i n 1895, his daughter Lucy inherited 
the $100,000 home and several m i l l i o n dollars. At the age of 45, Lucy married 
Claude G r i f f i t h and moved to California. She gave her home to the Park Club of 
which George Fay had been a charter member. The sole condition of the donation was 
that the name be changed to the Fay Club. The club s t i l l uses the home. 
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August 3, 1977 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register of Historic Places 
OAHP 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20204 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please find, nomination forms for the following properties: 

1. Fitchburg, The Fay House 
2. Fitchburg, Monument Park Historic District 
3. Newton, Colby Hall 
4. Taunton, Courthouse Complex 
These properties have been reviewed and voted by the State Review Board and 
have been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Amadon. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Conrnission 

PLW/sbm 
enc. 
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