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Tom Wor cester (MRAAnendnent)
Addr ess 32 Providence Street
H storic Nae Shaarai Torah
Use: Present ynagogue
Original Sy"~8°g"~
DESCRIPTION
Date 1904- 1906
Source Building Notices: Historyof
Worcester, M\
Style Classical Revival
Architect Edwin T. Chapln
Exterior Hall Fabric brick

Qut bui | di ngs none

Myor Alterations (wth dates) netal roof

bal ustrade removed (c. 19607?)
Condi tion good
Mved MA Cat e

Acreagel sss than one acre
Setting HIillslde street near foot of hill
within three-decker nei ghborhood, opposite

vacant |ots, near Route 1-290.

WEM Seaman, B. Pfeiffer, §
Recorded byCeccaccl, ed. S Ceccaccl
Worcester Heritage Pres.

(rgani zati on Soci ety

Dat eSept enber, 1983, edited 1989



HATI ONAL REA STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (| f appl i cabl e)

The Shaarai Torah Synagogue possesses integrity of location, design, setting,

materials, workmanship and association. Built between 1904 and 1906 i n

response to the need for a place of worship for the growi ng Jewi sh popirlartion

in Worcester, the synagogue was constructed for the East Side commnity by

Edwin T. Chapin. Architecturally, Shaarai Torah i s significant as a A

representative exanple of early 20th century local ecclesiastical

architectural design by Edwin T. Chapin, an inportant local architect.

Moreover, it issignificant as the principal surviving building associated t
(Cont i nued)

ARHTECIURL. SGNHCANE Describe Inportant architectural features and evaluate In teras of
other buildingswthin the conmunlty.

The Shaarai Torah Synagogue, 32 Providence Street, Worcester, Mssachusetts

stands on a hill i nthe East Side section of Wrcester. It once stood anmongst
houses of the sane period which now have seen mgjor alterations, including
demolition, siding, and the renoval of architectural detail. The construction

of 1-290, which bisects Wrcester, and the shift of the Jew sh populationto
the Vst Side further isolated this inpressive structure.

This 2 /2 story, 3x5 bay Classical Revival synagogue was designed,
according to SN Behrnman's Wrcester Account, as an exact, but scal ed down, A
imtation of Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun on East 85th Street i nNw York
City. Classical elenments such as pilasters, frieze, arched w ndows with
voussoirs, and a triple-arched entry portico with keystones are accented i n

(continued)

HSITORCAL SGNACANE Explainthe role owers Played Inlocal or state history and how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the cooBunlty:.

Established i n 1877, the Sons of Israel Synagogue was the first established
synagogue i n\Wrcester. Prior toits formation, Jewish religious services—
were held i na roomat the Gernman Frohsinn Club. 1 n 1886, a second synagogue,
Sons of Abraham was founded as a colony fromthe the Sons of Israel. By 1900
there were four synagogues listed inthecity directory, and eight by 1916.
Founded i n 1904, Shaarai Torah was constructed to nmeet the religious needs of
the grow ng popul ation of East European Jews who inmmgrated to and settled in
\Wrcester's East Side.

According to local historian Rose Klein, Shaarai Torah was fornmed after Samuel
Morrill, a local woolen jobber, ran for president of the Sons of Israel and
lost to Barnett Wolkowtz. As a result, Morrill and another nan, Sanuel

Wl fson, left the Sons of Israel Congregation to formthe new congregation of
Shaarai Torah, which they organized at a neeting of a small group of
individuals held at the Maccabees G ub (no | onger extant) on Provi dence
Street. Meetings were held i na cottage on the site of the Shaarai Torah
until the synagogue was conpl et ed.

The Shaarai Torah i sreferred to several tinmes in SN Behrnan's
aut obi ographical The Wrcester Account. Behrnman grew up across the street
(continued)

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

-atlases, naps, directories
- Engi neering Record, Vol. 50, 9/10/1904, supplenent, p. 41, Vol. 52,
12/ 30/ 1905, p. 52
-clippings, Shaarai Torah, WM
-clipping booklet. Ritual Pool, clipping March 29, 1929, WM
(continued)



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Gonmuni ty: For mNb:

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON Wor cest er
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Nans: Shaarai Torah

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

National Register Criteria Statement (continued)
with Worcester's 19th and 20th century East Side Jewish community and the only
surviving East Side synagogue that has not seen major alterations. Therefore

the Shaarai Torah Synagogue meets Criteria A and C and Exception A of the
National Register of Historic Places on the local level.

(end)

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cammunity: Fam No:

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CCNMISSON W or cester
Office of the Secretary, Bogston

Property Name Torah

Indicate each item on inventory foim v*iich is being continued beow.

Architectural Significance (continued)

buff brick against theredbrick walls. A photograph taken about 1948 shows a
bal ustrade at therooflinewith a small central parapet topped with a finlal
and finials at thecomers of the facade, al | renoved after 1948. nthe

mai n, or east, facade and above thetriple-arched entry i sa cast-stone lintel
with carved Hebrew letters spelling out the name "Shaarai Torah Synagogue”.
Leading upt othe entry portico are twored brick staircases with decorative
buff brick bands and newel posts. Decorative wrought-iron |anps and cast
stone pediments capthe brick newels. A basenent entrance flanked by two

wi ndows, al | with voussolr surrounds and nowmodified, are located at the base
of thestaircase. A wought iron fence hasrecently been installed around the
base of the main facade of t he synagogue. Thenorth andsouth facades of the
synagogue are five bays deep with multi-pane arched wi ndows on t he second
story andcoupled si xover si xdouble hung windows onthefirst. The order of
the windows ontheside of theportico, or at bay 1, have been reversed, with
the nmulti-pane arched window onthefirst story anda nine pane single hung

wi ndow on t he second. The exposed basement w ndows have al | been boarded up
or mdified. A projecting windowwith the Star of David i slocated on the
west facade and canbe seen from the commercial area that i sbelowthe hill

and from 1-290. A brick chimey with a brick ventilation cover i slocated at
the southwest corner of theslightly hipped roof.

Designed by local architect Edwin T. Chapin, the Shaarai Torah i s one of three
extant synagogues i nthe East Side where there were once eight. Two of these
extant synagogues, both associated with the Sons of Abraham Congregation, have
been greatly altered. Theonly other known building designed by Chapini s the
Eclectic style Saint Mary's Assyrian Apostolic Church located at 17 Haw ey
Street i nWorcester. Saint Mary's conbines the Gothic, Classical and Early
Christian architectural styles while the Shaarai Torah i smore Classically
Influenced. The Shaarai Torah remains the oldest functioning synagoguei n
Worcester andi stheonly active synagogue remaining onthe East Side.

(end)

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



I NVENTARY FORM GONITI NUATI ON SHEET Cormuni ty: Form No:

MSSAHEETTS H STAR CAL GKMISS ON Wor cest er
(ffice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane

Shaarai Torah

Indicate each itemon inventory formviiich i s being continued bel ow
Historical Significance (continued)

fromt he Shaarai Torah andhe andhis fam |y were menbers of t he synagogue.
He brings tolife this East Side inmmgrant community through his vivid
descriptions of day-to-day andreligious activities surroundingandincluding
the Shaarai Torabh.

By thelate 1920s, Worcester's Jewi sh popul ation becane nore weal t hy and began
to nove away fromthe East Side section of Worcester. As Jews noved away from
the ol dneighborhood t othenewy devel opi ng suburban areas ontheWst Side,
many East Side congregations became defunct. By 1948t he Sons of Israel,
reduced t oonly forty-eight menbers andone of thelast of the East Side
Synagogue congregations, nerged with the Shaarai Torah. | n 1960t he Shaar ai
Torah split into twocongregations, Shaarai Torah West, established on

Pl easant Street, andtheoriginal synagogue on Providence Street, nowknown as
Shaarai Torah East. | n1979there were approximatelysixty Jewish famlies
living i ntheEast Side andt he Shaarai Torah had been reduced t o about
seventy-five nenbers, mostly elder East Side Jewish residents.

Construction of 1-290and t he shift of Worcester's Jewi sh population to the
Vst Side have caused massive demolition i ntheEast Side. As aresult, t he
Shaarai Torah i soneof therem nders of theonce vital inmmgrant community
which it served. As Wrcester's only unaltered early 20th century synagogue,
it i salone remnder of thereligious side of life which was soinportantto
Worcester's Jewish immgrants i nthelate 19th andearly 20th centuries.

(end)

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conmuni ty: FormNb:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO”SSION yorcester
Office of the Secretary, Bogon
Property Nane Shaarai Torah

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow.

ARCHAEQ 3 CAL DESCR PTI ON

No prehistoric sites are recorded on the property or i nthe general area
(within onemile). I ngeneral, thepotential forsignificant archaeol ogical
remains, either prehistoric or historic, seens lowas a result of small | ot size,
the inmpacts of synagogue construction onthel ot andthe generally high level of
urban/ hi ghway devel opnent i nthe area.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Fam No:

MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON Worcester
Office of the Secretary, Bodon

Property Name Shaarai Torah

Indicate each item on inventory form vixich is being continued below.

Bibliography and/or References (continued)

-program, "Open House in Honour of the Diamond Jubilee, Shaarai Torah",
Worcester, August 26, 1979

-Behrman, S.N., Worcester Account, pp. 105-106

-Mooney, James, Worcester Celebration, "Jews', Rose Klein, pp. 90-91

-Nutt, C, History of Worcester, Vol. | , pp. 340-344

(end)

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



Z\IPS Form)10-900 VB Ma>0M-20)8
R« 8-86

United States Department of the Interior f
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places MR 2 61990

Registration Form NATIONAL
REQtaTER

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and sut>categories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Shaarai Torah Synagogue (MRA Amendment)
other names/site number

2. Location
dreet & number 32 Providence Street N/A Inot for publication
city, town Worcester N/A  Ivicinity
date Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code 027 Zip code 01608
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[X] private H  building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| I public-local | Idistrict 1 buildings
| | public-State I Isite sites
| | public-Federal | Istructure structures

I lobject objects

1 Totd

Name of rdated multiple property ligting: Number of contributing resources previously

Worcester MRA listed in the National Register 0

4, State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of IHistoric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property [Z] meets Odoes not meet the National Register criteria. EZI See continuation sheet.
\.A G LA 0 ATKI2M vu)us5 . . . , ftw ERTRYE
Signature of certifying official Eyecyf Gii ¥& Uriector, Massachusetts Historical Dae CommissiQn;

State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[*entered inthe National Register.
| ISee continuation sheet. C
O determined eligible for the National
Register. EH See continuation sheet.
0 determined not eligible for the
National Register.

1 Iremoved from the National Register.
CZl other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Shaarai Torah, Worcester Wor cest er MRA Anendment

6. Function or Wse

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Religion / Synagogue Religion / Synagogue

7. Description I -
Architectural Classification '

- _ ) Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation

Classical Revival walls. Brick

roof
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

| 1See continuation sheet



Shaarai Torah, Worcester, MA
8. Statement of Significance

Worcester MRA Amendment

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

* oA N 1ZZI nationally | | statewide fx|Ilocally
Applicable National Register Criteria |IX]A [X]C I ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A Q C |zz|D N FOLIG
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Architecture 1904-1939

Religion
Community Planning and Devel opment
Ethnic Heritage / European

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder

Significant Dates

N/A

N/A Chapin, Edwin T.

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

| 1See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
I Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested
| previously listed in the National Register
| previously determined eligible by the National Register
| designated a National Historic Landmark
Irecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #
I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property Less than one acre

UTM References
LIiiJ .216,915, 2|0

Zone Easting

"M6L8 117, 6, 01
Northing

Verbal Boundary Description

See Multiple Resource AreaNom nation

Boundary Justification

See Multiple Resource AreaNom nation

11. Form Prepared By

H See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
State historic preservation office
I | Other State agency
| |Federal agency
I ILocal government
I I University
e other
Specify repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission

B J L
Zone Easting Northing

D11y J oL

r~| See continuation sheet
| 1See continuation sheet

| 1See continuation sheet

nameAitle Susan Ceccacci with Betsy Friedberg. NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission

street & number 80 Boylston Street
city or town Boston

date September 1983
telephone 617-727-8470
state MA zip code 02116



Unittd Stat— Dtpartmtnt of th« Inttrior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet AimKk,
Wr ces t er MRA Arendnent

Section number N g \?Efist'ermﬁ;

Worcester MRA Continuation Sheet to be added to 1983, MHA Overvi ew under
Section 8, page 19
RELI G QUS.

Al'so Included i s Wrrcester's oldest functioning synagogue.



am

United Statee Department of the interior fP "o~
National Park Service Ini A
National Register of Historic Places NN
Continuation Sheet NN
PJor™tA NRA Anendnent
8 Shaarai Torah
Section number Page Worcester, MA

Wrcester NRA Continuation Sheet t obe added t 01983, N\ Overvi ew under
Section 8, page 21

Fol | ows paragraph: "Because of their large nunbers and architectural
simlarity churches post-dating 1900, particularly small nei ghborhood
churches, have not been considered f or nom nation at this time.

Wrcester's Jew sh popul ati on expanded fromnineteeni n 1874 t 08, 000 by
1915.  The Jew sh nei ghbor hood was established i nthe previously Irish
district around Water, Geen, and Providence Streets. By the early 20th
century at least eight synagogues existed on Wrcester's east side of which
only Shaarai Torah, built i n 1904-06, remains as an active synagogue.
Classical Revival instyle, Shaarai Torah was, accordingtolocal accounts,
designed as an exact, but scal ed down, version of Congregation Kehilath
Jeshurun on East 85th Street i nNew York City. Classical elenents such as
pilaster, frieze, arched wi ndows with voussoirs, and a triple arched entry
poritco with keystones areaccented i nbuff brick against the redbrick
wall's. The architect was Edwin T. Chapin of Wrcester. By the 1920's
Wrcester's Jew sh popul ation began t oassim|ate and noved t o newy

devel opi ng suburban areas on the west side of thecity. As aresult, Shaarai
Torah i s one of thefewconcrete remnders of theonce vital inmm grant
coinmunity which it served.



NPS Form 1(>«00« OMB Afifimvel No. )0»M0)(
(MB)

United States Department of ttie interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
Worcester MRA Wor cester County, MASSACHEETTS
ADDI TI ONAL DOOUMENTATI ON (Rec.) 3-26-90) Approval Keeper

GO



NPS Form 10-900-a
(M2)

United States Departmentoff thelnterior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet ltem numt)er

Multiple Resource Area

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

Thematic Group

Nane
State

Nomnat i on/ Type of Revi ew

Worcester Multiple Resource Area
Wor cester County, MSSACHEETTS

1. Wrcester Corset Conpany
Fact or .
y Subsgtantive, Hevlew
2.  Malvern Road School
Nep'stantlva Eevliew
Claremont Street Historic ) ]
District Subetaativft itoviaw
4  Richnond, Wllard. Apartnent
Bl ock
5 Russell (The) £nt*red 1Q tIM

g Aurora Hotel Sobstantlve  Beview

Ve,do,e and the St. lves ».*»t-tlve E e

(. Shaarai Torah Synagogue

10.

For NPS usi

recéved ' "N

dateentered

Page
dnr-11

Date/SignatOre
Keeper yo'iir-/
Atttest
Keeper ANtUN—T[INNy~n
Attest
Keeper
Attest

ANNAN tb«/\(/\eeper

Attest

Attest
NK eipeeper
Attest

ILtZudt ATJAylAy. VIj AN

N

Attest

VIA-jASyAjdzAA

Attest

Attest



REQUESTED ACTI ON

UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG STER OF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI ON RETURN SHEET

: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY Shaarai Torah. Synagogue

NAME :

MULTI PLE Worcester MRA

NAME :
STATE & GOUNTY:
DATE RECEI VED:

DATE O 16TH DAY
DATE CF WEEKLY L

MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester

3/ 26/ 90 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST:

: ANAK DATE CF 45TH DAY:

| ST:

REFERENCE NUVBER 90000729

NOM NATOR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM
OrHER N PDI L:
REQUEST: N SAMPLE:

QOMMENT WAl VER:
t-' ACCEPT

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY

RECOM / CRI TERI A
REVI EWER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOCUMENTATI ON se

N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
N PERI OD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
N
RETURN REJECT N_NMNATE
COMMENTS:

5/ 10/ 90

e attached comments Y/N seeattached SLR Y/N
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March 12, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Departnent of the lnterior

National Park Service

PO Box 37127

Washi ngton, DBC 20013- 7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed please find thefollowing Miultiple Resource Area Arendnent nom nation
for the Worcester, Massachusetts Multiple Resource Area:

Shaarai Torah Synagogue, 32 Providence Street, Wrcester County, Wrcester,
Massachusetts, 01608.

There has been no owner objection for the property listed above.

The nom nation has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners were notified of
pending State ReA'lew Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and
were afforded t heopportunity tocoment. Comments received todateare
attached t othe nomnationform

Sincerely,

'TUYtdA™ "AUYtK-YM

Bet sy Fri edberg

National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Encl osure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



