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_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
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n/a
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Historic Functions
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DOMESTIC: single dwelling
DOMESTIC: hotel

INDUSTRIAL: manufacturing facility
INDUSTRIAL: waterworks
EDUCATION: school

RELIGIOUS: religious structure
COMMERCE: department store
TRANSPORT: rail-related

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal
MID 192" CENTURY: Greek Revival
LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne

Narrative Description

Berkshire. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
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Contributing Noncontributing
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1 sites
.structures
_ objects
54 20 Total
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in the National Register
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Materials
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foundation stone, brick
walls wood-weatherboard  brick

roof asphalt
other wood porches
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7. DESCRIPTION

The South Lee National Register Historic Didtrict, located in the southwest section of Leg, isa
well preserved mill village Stuated aong the Housatonic River. The district is centered on
Feasant Street, (Route 102, formerly South Main Street) and extends a short distance on
Fairview Street. An extendve late 19th century masonry mill and dam is located a thevillage's
western end and 19th and early 20th century houses, post office, school, churches and sores ae
digned dong both sdesof the old road between the bridge over the Housatonic to the eedt, and
the border with Stockbridge to the west. Framed by Beartown Mountain and the river to the
south, and rolling hills on the north, the frame and brick houses two early goresand two
churches meke adear grouping which isremarkable for the quality of its high styleand
vernacular architecture and its excdllent date of preservation. Despite somedemolition, the
district retains integrity of location, desgn, setting, materiads, workmanship, feeling and
asociation. Itissignificant & the local level.

South Lee Historic Digtrict is Stuated on the north bank of the Housatonic River except for the
Hurlbut paper mill, which is located on the south bank acrass a contemporary bridge. Theriver
bordering the district is between eighty to one hundred and twenty feet wide, flowing westward
within low banks. At the mill dte amasonry dam and drop of about twenty feet creete a condant
water fall. Beartown Mountain, rising behind the village to aheight of one thousand sx hundred
and saventy-three fest, isadramatic backdrop for the district, and provides much of its sanse of
encdosure, (photograph no. 1)

The dret pattern is linear, following the road from Stockbridge to Lee Center, now Heesant
Street (Route 102), formerly old South Main Strest, which in turn, followed the river. Hills
behind the properties fronting the north sde of Fleasant Street, and the Housatonic River and
Beartown Mountain to the south tended to restrict development to the major eest-west
thoroughfare and it extenson northeesward to Lee. There islimited development dong Church
Stret and another pocket of devdopment on the mountain's north flank, but in generd. South
Lee isfocused on its mgor thoroughfare.

South Lee is particularly distinguished by itsfine collection of Federd brick buildings and other
subgtantia frame Federd and Gresk Revival buildings, and by its nearly intact brick mill [MHC
#D167 | congructed in 1872 in anindustrial rendering of the Gresk Reviva style. Two small,
well-preserved churches, one High Gothic Reviva and one in the Shingle Style, a remarkably
intact Itaianate sore with wide plate glasswindows, an daboratdly decorated Swiss Chdet style
carriage house (now aresdence), and asmdl collection of outbuildings give variety to the
domestic nature of the majority of the structures and present an engaging mix of building uses

Buildings in the district are generdly digned dong Flessant Strest and set back asimilar
digance from it to compose an gpproximete street-wal. On the eet end of the digtrict lot Szes

(continued)
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tend to be smdler, with buildings grouped more closdly together. Ggosin this dregt wall ae
few, and often the result of demolition. Exceptions to the street-wall dignment are thetwo
original mill-owners and the early village merchant's resdences which are well sat back from
the street, aturn of the century schoolhouse st uphill, afew outbuildings converted to housss
and the Hurlbut mill, which formsits own complex on the south bank of the Housatonic River
between the river and the now unused New Y ork, New Haven and Hartford rail tracks. The
district is notable for the variety in 9ze, scde, materids and number of both high and vernacular
dyles. Large, high style mill-owners houses are Sted daose to the more humble cottages of
agricultura or mill workers.

Probably the earliest building in the district and the only known 18th century structure isthe
Merreli Tavern. 1565 FHeesant Street [MHC #D174, 1794].[NR 1972] (photograph no. 3) The
building isthree gories high under adde gable roof, the tallest domestic building in the village,
and one of the mogt imposing because of itsrelation to the road, detailing and massing. Erected
inbrick in 1794 as aFedad syle 2 12 sory house by Maor Generd Josgph Whiton, the
building hes a Greek Reviva two story porch, and weetherboard third story and attic which were
added in 1837, after having been converted to atavern by William Merreli.

The building is rectangular in planwith an original 1 12 sory brick reer ell and one story frame
ell (1981) atached toit. S&t on massve ashlar gone foundations, the five bay, center entrance
main block islaid up in FHlemish bond on the facade and common bond on the Sdesand rear to
the second story. Weather boarding of the third story islaid flush. Tall, paired, inade end
chimneys are st a both endson ether 9de of theridge line. The &6 windows have marble, flat
arch, glayed lintelsin brick on the lower two floorsand wood with corner block ornaments on
the third floor.

The door surround features anarrow architrave surround and ssgmentd arched fanwith
overszed keystone. Itsglassfanlight is enriched by ddicate cagt iron motifs: a sunburst
aurrounded by assgmentd arch and swags carrying sars sugpended between the seven divided
lights. Thetwo story porch acrass the facade features square Doric pillarswith entass on the
first floor and round Doric columns on the sscond floor, which carry aplain bdudrade and
support acornice continuous with the origina cornice wrapping the house a the second story
level. The gable endscontain full pediments and eight light, horizontally placed attic windows, a
common feature in the Berkshires and itsfoothills.

The interior retains mog of the original detailing. Significant dements and detals are too many
to cataogue here, but among them are the eight fireplaces, one with sde beehive oven and
severd with tooled marble surrounds, door and window surrounds, wide board floorsand doors
with origina hardware; early painted osk graining in the kitchen and smoke painting on the third

(continued)
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floor gars. The tavern room is particularly intact, featuring a Federd circular bird-cage ber (c.
1816-17), the only remaining one in America, wide boardfl oors,grained wood trim, wall hooks
and dedo and alocaly mede Franklin sove. (Sese Cummings, Abbott L., Unpublished Notes,
1962, SP.N.E.A. Microfiche Merrel's Tavern #2.)

Remains of some of the extensve former outbuildings - milk room, hen house, pig sy, carriage
bam, farm bam, horse bam and carriage shed, were recongructed by landscape architect Hetcher
Sedein 1944 ad "ae now marked .upon the gte by dightly building up the old gone
foundations enough to make alow wall'. [Old Time New England, Vol. 37, Oct., 1946, p. 36.]
The rebuilt foundations of the carriage shed and horse barn (except for its south wall), were
demolished, and the milk room foundation was built over for an addition to the reer of the house.

The Thomas Hurlbut House. 1580 Feesant Strest [MHC #D157, ¢.1824] wes buih in the Early
Classcd Reviva style for mill owner Thomas O. Hurlbut. (photograph no. 4) Sa well back
from the dredt, the large brick dwelling is atripartite composition, cruciformin plan, with atwo
gory front gable central block and flanking 1 122 story front gable wings. The houseis
distinguished by acolossa temple front with four Doric columns supporting afull flush boarded
pediment with oval louvered patera Fine detailing includes an entablature featuring a cornice
with mutules, frieze with metopesand triglyphs and architrave with guttae, and marble lintels,
dlls and foundations. Unique are the symmetrica d9de entries on the eest and west Sdesof the
main block with possbly origina etched glasshalf length sddights and transoms. Ground floor
fenedtration of the center block are long French windows. An original frame rear ell received a
later mansard roof and dormer. The interior isremarkably pressrved with original window and
door surrounds, mantels and dados.

The Charles Owen House, 1530 Fessant Strest [MHC #D156, ¢.1825] a was buiU a about the
same time by the co-owner of the Hurlbut mill, (photograph no. 5) Like its neighbor the Hurlbut
Housg, it is st back behind adegp lawn. The two gtory brick dwelling isL shgped in plan with a
two story temple front; its monumenta portico is supported by four wooden pillars. A fan light
st on dim gppliquead colonettes is centered in the flush boarded pediment. The three bay
facade has asde hall organization with the door in the eestern bayflankedby half-length
sddights. All/2 gory el onthe eest may have been added in the 1850-60s. It contains an
Italianate door with paired arched glass panes and gabled dormers with barge boards.

The house a 1385 Fleasat Street. [ MHC #D197,1815] isthe third of the brick, front-gable
housesin the Federd style, (photograph no. 2) Itisdso two gories high, but only two bays
wide, with the door in the westem bay. Federd syle features are the eliptical louvered fan in
the full pediment and the brickflat-archsplayed lintels. A circa 1900 two story wooden addition
isplaced a therear.

(continued)
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The Issec Pixlev Store and Pogt Office. 1575 Flessant Strest [MHC #D172, 1826] was buih for
those purposes by Billings Brown. Renovated in 1990 and currently arestaurant, ithesa
contemporary wooden entry portico. Thetwo gory brick building's front gable facade is three
bayswidewith acentra door. An elliptical arched louvered fan is centered on the geble field,
Marble isusad for gplayed window and door lintels and for the sills. A frame addition a the reaer
Is 2 12 gories high.

Other Federd style houses have been dtered over time. The house a 1675 FHessant Stregt

[MHC #D165, ¢.1830-40] was built as afive bay, center entrance, Sde gable house Its second
floor windows characterigtically touch the cornice, which extendsonly on the facade. The house
wes probably remodded in the Eadllake stylein the 1870s with gabled window hoods on first
floor windows, (some 12 light sash remains) and a gabled entry portico. Another Sde gable, 2
12 sory frame house a 1406 Flegsant Street [MHC #D197, ¢.1825-30] may have been
remodded on the five bay first floor, but retains the four bay organization of the second floor,
(photograph no. 10) Although the roof is framed without returns, it haes acornice mold onthe
facade typical of Federd building in New England.

Thevery smdl shop a 1381 Flessant Strest [MHC #D198 | was probably built between 1845
and 1858. Itisagood example of this utilitarian building type. One and one half stories high
under an end gable roof, it wes later extended to the rear 1 12 dories as adwelling. The shop is
three bayswidewith aplain center door surround. Theroof was probably originally framed with
returns which remain on the front, though they are absent on the rear, (photograph no. 2)

The Henry Billings Brown House. 1585 Heesant Strest [MHC #D 171, ¢ 1815-30] is trandsitional
from the Federd to the Greek Revivd syle, (photograph no. 6) Probably constructed between
¢ 1815 and 1830, the frame dwelling rises 2 12 dories high under afront gable roof The three
bay, temple front facade is framed by wide comer pilagters which support an entablature and the
flush boarded full pediment. A Federd style semi-circular light is supported on a bese compossd
of two tiny joined pilasters. A five light transom and half length sddights frame the door. The
flat roofed portico may be original but the high brick plinths supporting the dender Doric
columns are recent.

Another temple front house trangitiona to the Gresk Reviva isthe Langdon Kellogg House.
1420 Fessant Srest [MHC #DI151. ¢.1830] which displays Federd and Greek Reviva mofifs.
Parhgpsbuilt for merchant and powder mill owner Langdon Kellogg, this2 12 story, front
gable, frame house isthree bayswidewith the door in the first bay. The houseisrectangular in
plan with areer ell. Thoughvinyl sSded, important detailing remains such as the daborate door
surround composed of delicately fluted pilasters with beeded capita moldings on high plinths;
and an entablature with Federd style swags and egg and dart moldings. The door isrecessed
behind apanded reved. A chimney isplaced a the ridge line dose to the front gable.

Thehousea 1445 Flessant Strest [MHC #D192, 1830-409 was buih by amember of the

(continued)
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populous and early local Ingersoll family. Built into the hill, itis2 12 sories & the dreet but
achieves an exposad basamant to the rear. Another temple front house, very wide corner

pilagters, dentiled cornice, full pediment and arecessad entry are other Gresk Reviva stylistic
dements. The door surround feetures pilasters and narrow one half length sdelights, athree
light transom, and a probably later door with aglasspand. The smpleDoric portico may be
original. Chimneys are st & theridgeline a the front and rear. A massve chimney and bake
oven in the basament kitchen suggest an 1830s datefor the house,

The Jason Webger House, 1395 Flessant Street [MHC #D196, ¢.1852] was buih inan eclectic
Gresk Reviva style, (photographno. 2) The L shapaed houseis 2 gories high with agable roof
Although agbestossded, it retains itscomice and full pediment retum. The unique window
aurrounds of the gable front block display narrow pilasters with pronounced entasis and capitas
framing the diminutive tripartite entablature of the top casing. Theingde end chimney isset &
the front onthe ridgeline.

The Thomeas Breed House, 1120 Fairview Strest [MHC #D69c. 1880] isancther 2 12 story
Gresk Reviva housewith afront gable. Itssde dl with two gory bay window may have been
added in the 18680s or 70s Three bays wide, it hes afull pediment and horizontal multi-pane
window in the gable field. The entry porch gpopearsto be ac.1900 addition, but the origina door
aurvives. Windows are 6/6 and 6/1, the chimney is st a the ridge line dose to the gablefront
and rear.

The OHearn House, 1365 Fessant Sreat [MHC #D201, 1825-40] may have been converted
from an outbuilding, (photographno. 2) Itis 1 12 sories high under afront gable roof, and
three bay wide with a center entry. The chamfered ridge board extends through the clgpboards of
the gable field, afeature 0 unusud in domestic building in South Lee as to suggest a former
utilitarian use The wide comices of the 9de devations, trabested door surround with wide
architrave and unusualy long first floor windows suggest alate Federd or Greek Reviva period
of construction.

Thetiny housea 1665 Fleesant Streat [MHC #D166, 18409 was built by the Hurlbut Pgper
Company for worker housing. One and one-haf gories high it isagde gable form with the
entrance dightly offset from the center of the three bay facade. It has been added to repeatedly a
therear. Another vernacular Gresk Reviva houseisthe five bay, 1 12 sory 1435 Fleesant
Strest, [MHC #D193, 1840-60]. Also Sde gabled, it has small second story “eyebrow” or frieze
band windows.

The Callins Store 1381 Fleasant Strest [MHC #D198, 1840-58] is currently vacant but retains
much of its mid 19th century character and isone of the best presarved 19%th century stores in
Lee (photogrgpohs nos. 2 and 7) Although possbly erected as early as the 1820s, it was more

(continued)
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probably built sometime between 1840 and 1858 inthe Itdianate style. The frame Sructure is 2
122 gories highwith afront gable roof framed with returns. A broad Itdianate style shop-front
extendsnearly acrossthe facade. Tall, 12 panewindowsflanking the recessed center entrance
ae topped by adegp bracketed cornice. A double attic window within an arched opening is
placed highin the gable field. Anltdianate molded and panded oriel supported by brackets is
on the eedt elevation.

The Ross Carriage House, 1528 Pleasant Street [¢.1868] of the former Charles Owens House,
1530-60 Pleasant Streat wias probably built between 1868 and 1890 inan edectic Sviss
Chaet/Stick Style, (photograph no. 8) Somewhat dtered and added to when it was converted to
asngle family resdence, it retains much of its original architectura character. The carriage
house faced the main houseand is st back from Pleesant Stiret on acircular drive recently
congtructed to serve both houses. One and one-haf gories high and topped by acentrd
ventilator, the carriage house is congructed with board and batten siding. Dominating the
composition are the deeply overhanging gableswith daborate ornaments and shgped barge
boards. The gable field devices are composad of king-post trusses and scrolled cut-out work
supported on heavy braces. Shed roof window hoods are other Stick Style details.

The Hurlbut Pgper Company mill complex, 40-80 Willow Strest [MHC #D167, 1872-83] is
located on the south sde of the Housatonic River and west of the Hurlbut Company dam, falls
and bridge, (photograph no. 1) The gabled main buildings of the complex were congtructed in
1872 and rebuilt in 1833 after asavere fire. Erected inred brick with ashlar gone foundations,
browngtone lintelsand sills, and corbelled brick cornices, the earliest portions are linearly linked.
The eestemmogt cross gabled Finishing Building is 3 12 dories aove ahigh basement with the
entry presently in the first bay of the five bay front gable. The middle Machine Building isthe
lowest portion & one story and basement, while the Begter Building is 3 12 dories and
basement, and the isthe longest, with thirteen bays The first and third buildings have gebled
dormers with paired windows; the Finishing Building hes a gabled stair tower and origina ornate
cad iron baconies on its northern eevation and aprobably original date roof

The main buildings have had extensve additions. An early additionisthe ten bay long, 2 12
dory Pgpar Storage building erected between the original complex and the river and tied it by a
narrow 3 gory link. These additions were built in the same materids and style as the 1872
dructures, but the Pgpar Storage building hes replacement windows. Also gopended to the north
elevation isthe two story Bleach House and two story Wash House' A Rag Storage House wes
added to the western end between 1900 and 1940 and aflat roofed, one story addition was added
to the north eevafion of the Finishing Building after 1956.

A c. 1883-1900 Railroad Freight Building [1883-1900] is located south of the main mill buildings
and adjacent to the disused tracks of the New Y ork, New Haven and Hartford Railway Berkshire
Division. Now in poor condition, it is nevaerthdess an excdlent example of an early 20th

(continued)
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century, Edwardian style freight sructure. The 2 12 gtory building is condructed of brick with
massve, randomly coursed and rock-faced ashlar marble foundation and lintels. The gabled roof
degply overhanging the building and the now-missing freight platform is supported on cagt iron
and arched wooden brackets.

The nearly 20 foot high and 120 foot long dam, may contain much of the 1806 stmcture, but hes
been rebuilt over the years most recently in 1994, when the north sde was reinforced with a
concrete buttress. Randomly coursed fieldstoneretaining wallslining the river above and below
the river are difficult to date. Onthe south bank of theriver just abovethe falls isaholding area,
probably the remains of achesewhich fed water to waterwheds or turbines. Such achese is
shown on the mgpsof 1895 and 1904. Willow Street bent closer to the mill than a present
before 1904.

The house a 1520 Pleesant Strest [MHC #D154, ¢.1885] was buih by the Hurlbut Paper
Manufacturing Company for its administrative personnd. The eclectic Stick Style/lQueen Anne
dwelling rises 2 12 gtories under front gableroof Rectangular in plan and two bayswide, the
design provides the mgor entry through gabled portico extending diagondly from the southeest
corner. The composition includes agood ded of ornament such as the molded barge boards;
scrolled gppliques and scaloped shingles in the gable field; portico pediment ornamented with a
grid of trellis work; shallow, hooded bay windows; pointed label moldings over second sory and
atic windows and Stick Style picket fence trim at the bay window and portico pediment.

The Charles Brown House, 1706 Fleesant Strest [MHC #D163, 1904] a was buih by carpenter
and Hurlbut Pgper Co. employee Charles Brown. The Quean Anne/Colonid Revivd dructure is
2 12 sorieshigh, cross gabled and three bayswide with adde hall plan. Molded, pierced ad
appliqueed barge boards are features of the Quean Anne and Stick Styles, while the window cgps
ae Colonial Revival. Thisisone of apar with the nearly identical house located just over the
Stockbridge lineto the west. That house hes aking post trussinthe gable field, this housemay
originally have had one es well. The housea 1140 Fairview Srest [no MHC #, ¢. 1900] is
smilar to the CharlesBrown House a 1705 Fleasant Street, and may well have been congtructed
by Brown. It hes the same barge boards and Colonia Reviva window cgp molds but a unique
attic vent window featuring around framewith a stick-work triangular support.

The CharlesBall House. 1610 Fessant Strest [MHC #D158, ¢.1855] may have been buih before
1856, but it was remodded between 1830 and 1900. A generouswrap-around verandah with
turned columns, a spindle-work frieze and a distinctive rounded corner was added; and the roof
was probably reframed without returns during this updating.

The South Lee School 1440 Fleesant Strest [MHC #D152, 1895] was buih ina Quean
Anneg/Classicd Reviva style. The one story, end gable structure is st on high Lee marble
foundations. A centrally located Classca Revival portico with a double hung window inthe
gable field is supported on four chamfered porch posts The original double entry is centered

(continued)
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under the portico. Saw tooth shingle work in the gable field and the massve chimney are Queen
Anne features, while the exposed rafters a the reer sugged the Craftaman style.

Sant Francis Church. 1360 Fleesant Strest [MHC #B1, 1832] a the eet end of the village was
built by &. Mary's Catholic Church of Lee as amisson church. Designed by itsfirst pagor.

Rev. George H. Brennan in the High Gothic Reviva style, it hes arectangular main section and a
one gtory sacristy with Nutting mold window trim on the eest elevation. A projecting tower
topped by ahigh, bell cast pyramida roof and crasswas added in 1898. Tall Gothic arched
windows with label moldings contain dained glass windows.

The Episcopa Church of the Good Shepherd, 1526 Hessant Street [MHC #D155, 1902] was
desgned in the Shingle Style by Boston architect R. W. Emerson, (photograph no. 9) Cruciform
in plan, the one story building is shingled above the high, uncoursed fiel dstone foundation which
extendsto form buttressed pillarsfor the squat belfry located a the southeest corner. Thebelfry
has Gothic arched, louvered ventilators on apyramida roof, while the main body hes paired
double hung windows with diamond paneleaded glass. A scridy isst a adiagond and leeds
to aparish hall a therear.

The single bungalow in the district located & 1620 Fleesant Street [no MHC#, 1920-30] isa
shingled 1 12 gory cottage with acrassgable. The porch isindented 0 that itsroof extends to
shdter the entry. A one gtory addition extendsto the Sde. The two bay housea 1685 Pleasant
Street [ no MHC #, 19309 wes built inan historical or period style with references to the Tudor
in the high pitched gableroof of the entry porch. The first sory is clgpboard, the second gory is
shingled.

There have been comparatively few housssbuilt after World War |1 but severd buildings have
been dtered or rehabilitated 0 as significantly to affect their architectura integrity and render
them non-contributing. While they do not retain their characteristic architectura details, chiefly
& aresult of artificial sding, they do retain much of their original massing. The large mgority
of the dterations or additions in the district have not had such negative impact. Four public
facilities, the combined Town of Lee Fire Station and US. Pog Office, built in 1959 and
remodeled in 1993, the South Lee Willow Pump Station, built in 1977, the South Lee Playground
built c. 1950 and the Willow Street Bridge, built in 1951, are non-contributing dements as built
after the period of significance.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric dtes are currently recorded in the district, it is possble that Stes are present.
Two gtes are recorded in the generd area(within one mile). The physicd characteridtics of the
district (dope, soil dranage, diganceto water) represant locationd criteriawhich are favorable

(continued)
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for most types of prehistoric Stes. The location of anaturd fall line in the Housatonic River, a
potentia fishing station, further enhancesthe potentia of this areafor Native American
subsgence and settlement activities. Theriver basgn may d<o represent anatura settlement
corridor for Native American people in the region. Given the above information and the Sze of
the district (92.98 acres), ahigh potentid exids that prehistoric Stes are present.

There isdso ahigh potentia for historic archaeologica resourcesin the district. Further
documentary research combined with archaeologica survey and testing can determine the
locafion of 18"-century smctures which may survivein the district, possibly dong the Fleesant
Street corridor. Settlement inthis areamay have been medeby 1760 or earlier, however, only
the Merreli Tavem built by Generd Jodah Whiton in 1734 survives. In ca 1806 the Housatonic
River Turnpike replaced an eaxrlier route possbly laid out as early as ca 1735. Portions of that
early route were reportedly still visbleinca 1970 a the reer of the lots between 1650 and 1670
Fessat Street. [tispossble earlier dructures are st back from the present route of Fleesant
Street, possibly to the rear of somelots. Structurd survivasof 18*-century resdences should
aurvivein thisarea. Structurd remans from 18*-century mill dtesmay dso exist in the district.
A grist mill may have been presant in the digtrict by the Revolutionary period or shortly
thereafter. A puddling furnace known as the Forge was dso present a the gte of the present
Hurlbut Mill. Information available & present indicates the area a the falls and, the intersection
of Willow Strest with the Housatonic River and Flessant Stret s the probable locus for most
potential 18"-century period Stesin the district. Potentid mill Steswere located in this areaand,
resdencesfor mill owners and workers were probably located neer the mills. Archaeological
potentia a the Merreli Tavem should o be high. That structure, built in 1794, representsthe
only 18"-century building extant in the district. Archaeologica fegtures are likely present
relating to the buildings original construction as aresdencein 1794 and converson to atavem in
1837 and boarding house after 1850. Numerous outbuildings, no longer extant, including amilk
room, hen house, pig gy, carriage barn, farm barn, horse barn and carriage shed have been
identified with the tavem. Congruction datesfor mogt of the buildings are unknown. The
foundations for many of these smctures have been partialy reconsgmcted to visually identify
their locations. Additional outbuildings may dso exist on the property.

Archaeologica resources from the 19*-century represent the best documented and most common
archaeologicd survivasin the district. These resources cover awide variety of types ranging
fromindustrial and water power rdated dtesto domestic, ingtitutional, commercia,

religious and transportation related sructures. The focal point of the district isthe dam located
eed of Willow Streat in the areaof the falls. That dam reportedly datesto 1806 with severd later
periods of rebuilding, most recently in 1994 whenit's north Sde was reinforced with concrete,
Structures and features from the original 1806 dam may surviveintact within the existing
dructure. Evidenceif it's later modificationsmay a0 survive. Archaeologica evidence may
dso asurvivein the areafor an earlier dam or other meansfor harnessing water power for earlier
18*-century mills in the area. Earlier mills either hamessed the naturd flow of the river or
utilized some as yet unknown source of power. The remains of water power candsor mill races

(continued)
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may aso survivein the areaof the dam on both the northem and southem sdesof thefalls.
Structura remains may survive from the 1806 Church Pgper Mill which stood eest of the Willow
Street Bridge on the north bank of the fallsof the Housatonic River a the Ste of an earlier grist
mill. The Church Mill later becameBillings Brown" grist mill which was purchesed in 1822 by
Thomas Hurlbut and Charles Owen and converted to pgper manufacture. Hurlbut and Owen dso
purchesad the Forge and built aflouring mill probably in the vicinity of the existing mill.
Structura remains may survive from the 1806 Church/Hurlbut and Owen Mill complex that was
demolished in 1872 when the new mill was congtructed. The new mill, which conssted of three
buildings and a smokestack, wes built & the dte of the old South Lee Forge on the south bank of
the Housatonic River directly acrassfromthe origina mill ste. That mill was severdy dameged
by fire in 1883 then rebuilt. Structurd evidence of the original 1872 mill and modifications that
were made after the fire may survive. Footings or other evidence of the original smokestack that
was demolished after 1956 may dso survive. Archaeologica survivas of the railroad depoat,

now demolished, indicated onthe 1872 Atlas between the mill and tracks west of Willow Stret
may adso exis.

While 19"-century mill Stesand the railroad depot dominate historic archaeologica resources on
the southern bank of the river, resources on the northern sde of the river represent amuch wider
range of types. Housing and other mill or Company goonsored smctures continue as the
dominant resourcetype. Structurd evidence of the brick Hurlbut and Owen Paper Company
Office built in 1825 and demolished in 1989 may survivein the areabetween the Merreli Tavern
and Isaec Pixley Store. The gtes of outbuildings rdated to the Company Office may dso
survive. Company built housng was dso common aong the Fleesant Street corridor.  Further
documentary research combined with archaeologica survey and testing can identify to what
extent this category of resources wes effected by the building demolitionswhich occurred in the
aea Thisresearch can d<o hdp identify the Ste of an early 19"-century dtore, location
unknown, operated in the eestern part of the village by Nathaniel Tremain. The resdence, now
demolished, of a leest one 19"-century store owner has been identified west of the schoolhouse.
The gte of a blacksmith forge hes dso bean identified west of the blacksmith's house a 1406
Heesant Street.

Evidence of institutional and religious sructures may a<o survivein the district. Structura
resources from the Union Church built in 1828 by the Baptist and Methodist Episcopd Society
and bumed in the 1860's may exist & the dte of the playground a Church and Pleesant Stredts.
Structura resources from one or more schools may aso survivein the district. A high school,
whose location is unknown, opened in the village by 1851. That school may survive
archaeologicaly, possbly the same early school shown on an 1872 map on the Ross Property
wes of the Church of the Good Shepherd ste. Survivas from an Engine House, dso built on
this property in 1904 and now demolished may aso remain.

(continued)
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Trangportation related archaeologica resources might o survive on the northem sde of the
Housatonic River in the District. The potentid for evidence of an early road replaced by the
Housatonic River Tumpike hes previoudy been mentioned. Archaeologica evidence of the
origina route of Willow Street may dso survive doser to the dam. Structura evidence may dso
survive from the original Willow Street Bridge replaced by the present structure in 1951.

Occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) rdated to resdentid, institutional
religious and industrial structures may aso survive as one of the more important archaeologica
resourcesin the district. These resources can survive with both archaeologica dtes and existing
dructures providing acondstent and often reliable means of detailed and comparative study
between and within each resourcetype. Industria trash arees may exist as the more variety
within that resource type while trash pits, privies and wells can provide important ingghts into
private and company soonsored housing, particularly boarding houses.

(end)
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The South Lee Historic District possessintegrity of location, design, setting, materids,
workmanship, feeling and association. It megscriterion A for itsrolein Legs 19th century town
devdopment and its assodiaions with the early devdopment of the pgper industry in Berkshire
County. Thevillage isthe dte of the first pgper mill in the town of Lee and the second in
Berkshire County. The digtrict medtscriterion C for its representation of 19th century
architectura syles, including severd fine Federd and Gregk Reviva resdences, the Hurlbut
paper company mill complex, and a Shingle Style church desgned by W. R. Emerson.. The
Merreli Tavern, (NR 1959) isd=0 significant & gate leve as the focusof an early historic
preservation effort by Mabe Choate and Hetcher Stede. The two churches areintegra parts of
the South Lee Historic District and derive their primary significancefrom their architectural
distinction and, in the caseof Sant Francis Church, from its association with the deveopment of
aloca Irish immigrant community.

When pionears from eestern Massachusetts wished to settle this areg, they found peoples of the
Mohegan tribe, later know as the Stockbridge or Housatonic Indians, who used it seasondly. In
1735 aroad wes laid out from Westfield to Sheffield, and in 1749 the Hoplands Grant wes laid
out and divided over what isnow South Lee and part of Tyringham. Settlement in this remote
aeacameonly in 1760, thirty yearslater than surrounding towns. The Town of Lee, compossd
of severd grants originaly part of surrounding towns, was incorporated in 1777.

If Lee was remote, being off the main road. South Lee was yet more remote, as an outlying
community of Lee. However, in 1794 Generd Josgph Whiton built the brick house later known
asthe Merreli Tavern. 1565 Fleassant Strest [MHC #D174, 1794]. (photogragph no. 3) His four
agreparcd included agrist mill, sawv mill and forge. Whiton o operated aclay yard a the foot
of BeatowTi Mountain. The clay was usad for coarse pottery articles, and for the bricksusad in
his own and neighbors houses. A subgtantid man in the community, he was a Judtice of the
Peece, srved on the Schoal Visiting Committee, was deven times Sdectman, ninetimes
Representative and twice Siate Senator. Whiton waas a Continenta in the Revolution and became
agenerd, commanding the western Massachusettstroops in the War of 1812

In 1806 Josgph Whiton and others were authorized to lay out the Housatonic River Tumpike pest
his house lot from Ead Lee, where his brother had afoundry, to Stockbridge . The new road on
level ground, a"more amooth and convenient route”, replaced the older road on the ridgeto the
north. Whiton's petition for the abandonment of the old road in 1811 met with success but the
original road wes reported astill faintly visibleinac. 1970 report, and its probable route can be
traced inthe rear property lines of the lots on the north sde of Fleesant Sireet, especiadly between
numbers 1650 and 1670 Fleesant Stredt, where the outlines of theroad may be traced . The
turnpike, incorporated March 7, 1806, becamethe principa route from Boston to Albany. As
South Lee dso lay on the north-south route from southeest Connecticut to Vermont, the house
was well stuated for atravder'sfacilities.

(continued)
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The Whiton housg, grist and saw mills were purchesed in 1815 by the State of Connecticut and
in 1817 by locd tavem owner William Merreli. He added the circular bar, the only original
intact example in America, and converted the houseto an inn and sagecoach sop for the Albany
to Boston dageroute. The line passed infront of the door onceaday. The Merreli Tavern
becamethe focal point in the village, as evidenced by the requirement that Town Mesting
amouncemants be displayed on its doors after 1816. |1t was conducted as an innor hotd unfil
1850, and in the 1870sit was used as aboarding housefor girls working in the Hurlbut Mill.
After 1880 the building remained vecant until Jeen and Elde Ross, Owen House resdents, ran it
& the Tavem Tea Room between c¢. 1920-1945. The tavern was purchased by Mabel Choate of
the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquitiesin 1945. The subject of a
preservation essamantt, it was purchased and restored by its present owners in 1980.

In 1804 South Lee was populous enough to require aloca burying ground. Local histories claim
that Samud Church camefrom Eagt Hartford, Connecticut and erected a smal pgper mill, the
ssoond in Berkshire County, on the north bank a the fallsof the Housatonic River in 1806.
However, somerecords suggest that he may have bought the land as early as 1793. The
buildings stood just eedt of the Willow Street bridge. Attracted by the very dear Housatonic
River water, Church's pgper production was small but of excdlent quality. Later Church erected
two other paper mills in Lee and before 1822 he sold the South Lee mill to grist mill owner
Billings Brown, and his partner Curtis. Brown later ran the Issec Pixlev Store, 1575 Plessant
Street. [MHC #D172, ¢.1825] and was postmeder there. Hishouse, originally owned by
William Merreli, was 1585 Flessant Stret [MHC #D171, 1815-25].

Industrid activity acoderated in South Lee after the Revolution. A grist mill had been erected,
then the miller, an ironworker, and blacksmith Abijah Merrdi (father of William Merreli) built a
puddling fumace known as The Forge on the Ste of the present Hurlbut mill. A small tannery, a
fulling mill and apowder mill on Powder Mill Brook (c. 1817- 25) were located outsde the
district on streams coming down from Beartown Mountain. 1n 1819a woolen mill opened in
South Lee employing ten workers, but could not compete with the larger production capacity of
Lawrence and Lowell.

In 1822 two young partners cameto South Lee from Connecticut to produce paper using the
power of the Housatonic River. Thomas Hurlbut was a Wingted and Suffield pgper maker,
Charles Owen owned agore in Windsor. The Owen and Hurlbut mill, perhgps leased from
Brown, quickly grew to becomethe mogt significant factor in the development of South Leg, its
largest employer and owner of company housing for both laborers and rnanagement "They
employed four men and six women and mede 10 reams of |etter pgper aday.” [Hyde, p. 294]
They soon purchased the 1806 Church mill, then Billings Brown's grist mill, which they
converted to pgper manufacture. To control the whole water privilege, they purchased the old
Forge and built aflouring mill. The brick Hurlbut and Owens Pgper Co. Office, now
demolished, was built next to the Pixley Store about 1825.

(continued)
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After arriving & South Lee the partners built their subgstantid and fashionable brick houses st
back from the road and sde by Sde, directly acrossthe sreet from their mill -the Thomes
Hurlbut House, 1580 Fleesant Strest [MHC #D157, ¢.1824] photograph no. 4) and the Charles
Owen House. 1530 Fleesant Stret [MHC#D156. €.1822]. (photograph no. 5) The practice of
building within sight and smelling distance of a factory would be unusud today, but it was
common in the early to mid-nineteenth century, when the industrial scale was modest and
Industry was viewed as positive and progressve.  Similarly, company housing was built neaer
both mill and its owners mansons. Presumably, dassdifferences were not as marked by
geographic separdion in the early Republic as & present

The firm had areputation for producing a"uniformly excdlent article" [Hyde p. 295], and for
adapting to meet new technologies. When new ded penswere introduced in the 1850s, the
company crested smoother papears necessary for their hard tips, and, itis sad, invented blotting
paper when sanding did not work well for the new paper. By 1855 the mill employed one
hundred and fifty people. In 1857 the company erected anew mill & the town of Housatonic,
three years later the partnership dissolved. The firm became the Hurlbut Company when Hurlbut
and his sons Thomas Otis Hurlbut and Henry Clay Hurlbut retained the South Lee mill; while
Owen and his son became sole owners of the Housatonic facility.

In the first half of the 19th century numerous paper mills were established in Lee and nearby
communities, taking advantage of the aobundant, clean water and the power of the many falls.
Although the mills eventualy could not rely on the purity of the river, ard owners moved to
different power sources, they had as acondant askilled loca labor pool.

Before 1848, when the Housatonic Rail Road reeched South Lee, mill products were shipped to
wider markets by ox-drawn wagon teams, ether to Hudson, NY, and then by Hudson river ships
to New York, or to Boston. Although the railroad alowed rapid aoccess to the market, the line
was monopolisfic -itshigh prices eventudly limited Leds cgpacity to compete. Thetown lost its
first place in pgper making to Holyoke inthe 1870s The Hurlbut mill, however, survived. A
raillroad depot was located between the mill and the tracks west of Willow Stret as indicated on
the Atlasof 1872 Thiswas replaced by apassanger depot located on et of Willow Strest anda
freight station [¢.1883] located directly behind the mill shown on the alases of 189% and 1904.
The depot hes been demolished, but the freight station remains as areminder of the critically
important role played by the railroadin the economic life of the mill.

Owen was said to be ambitious, he was Representative in 1827, 1828, and 1830, Sdectmanin

1834, and 1838, s=rved in the Siate Senate, was Mg or in the military service and was a member

of the Governor's Council. Hurlbut, the more retiring partner, was Sdectman in 1829 and 1830

and Sate Representative in 1832, Hisson Henry lived a the family home after his father's degth

in 1861. In 1872 Thomas and Henry Hurlbut congtructed anew masonry mill & acog of

$200,000 on the site of the Old South Lee Forge on the south bank, just acrassthe river from the
(continued)
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original mill site. 1t was thought to be the largest in the country, with a capacity for producing
four tons of rag pgper dailly. However, in the summer of 1883 afire engulfed the mill, severdy
damaging it Although the company was producing more than ever, it could not overcome debts
resultingfi-omthe fire and amagor modernization afew yearsearlier. 1t was reorganized with A.
W. Eaton, "an experienced paper mill operator, as treesurer.” [Scull, p. 27] New capita and
ownership and hisyearsof experience helped the firm to regain its fest.

The company retained its name after it was purchasad by the conglomerate American Writing
Pgper Company, Inc. in 1899, and again in 1927 when it was purchased by Paul C. Zuhlke.
After 1936, with the introduction of Edward Stzer as Presdent, the mill continued itstradition of
adapting to anew technologica climate by dropping the production of Sandard pgper products
and specidizing in technical pgpersjust as other successfiil westem Massachusetts peper makers
were doing. During World War I it supplied much of the photographic pgpers usad by the
Armed Services, producing 20,000 pounds of pgper aday. Between 1936-40 the company
introduced irmovative saturating pgpersfor the plastics industry. 1n 1958 Hurlbut became a
division of Mead Corporation of Dayton, Ohio.

The pgpar company continued to affect the look of South Lee. Besdes the 1806, (demolished)
and 1872 mill complex, and the large housesof the original owners, the firm built aFederd style
company office, demolished in 1989, between the Merreli Tavem and the Issec Pixley Store, and
a leest seven extant buildings: 1520 Flessant Street [MHC # D154, ¢.1885] for executive
personnd; 1675 Fleasant Street [MHC #D165, 1830-50]; 1665 Fleasant Street [MHC #D 166,
C.1840]; 1535 Hessant Street [ MHC #D190, ¢.1850-55]; 1670 Heesant Street [MHC #D162,
C.1890-1910]; and 1650 Flessat Srest [MHC #D161, c. 1825-40]. Two former outbuildings
possbly connected to the now demolished Hurlbut Pgpar Co. Office were recycled: 1571
Feasant Strest [MHC #D169, ¢.1890] was converted to aresdence ¢. 1920 and 1567 Flessant
Strest [MHC #D 170, c¢. 1890] was converted to aresdence in 1994.

At leest saven other houses ssam to have been built by, or assodated with mill employees
Superintendent Charles Ball House, 1610 Flessant Srest [MHC #D158, c. 1855]; John Nary
House. 1640 Flessat Street [MHC #D160, 18609 Thomeas Breed House, 1120 Fairview Street
[MHC #D69, C.1860, after hisreturnfromthe Californiagold msh]; Michad Venable House.
1500 Fleasant Street. [MHC #D 153, 1865]; Superintendent Richard Goodhind House. 1681
Feasant Street [MHC #D154, 1898 Nathan Davis Housel515-1525 Fleesat Street [MHC
#D191, 1825-1840] and machine tender Charles Brown House. 1705 Fleesant Street [MHC #
D163, 1904]. Brown was a0 acapenter and probably built the house next west over the
Stockbridgeline.

(continued)
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Many of the district'shouses were built or lived in by the smdl industridists and craftsmen. The
house a 1585 Flessant Street. [ MHC #D171,1815-1825] was the home of early 19th century
grist mill owner Billings Brown, (photograph no. 6) Hisson Henry Billings Brown was bom
here and roseto become Assgtant US. District Attomey from 1863-68 and, gppointed from
Michigan, Justice of. the United States Supreme Court from 1890-1906. 1n 1896 he wrote the
majority opinion in Flessy v. Ferguson upholding the legitimacy of Jm Crow laws, the subject
of 30 much of the 20th century civil rights movement. The ¢. 1830 housea 1420 Plessant Street
[MHC #D151] was the home of Langdon Kellogg, owner of the powder mill operated in the
1820s near the presant dte of the Oak 'n Soruceresort, and agtore owner as well. Blacksmiths
Weélls and Issec Webder lived a 1405 Heesant Strest [MHC #D195, ¢. 1825-30]. (photograph
no. 10) Their forge was located just west of the house The Jason Webgter house at 1395
Feasant Streat [MHC #D196, ¢.1852] was the home of their brother, (photograph no. 2) Also a
blacksmith, he worked & the Old South Lee Forge on the Ste of the Hurlbut mill and built his
housein 1852 after returning from the Californiagold msh. At 1610 Pleasant Sfreet [MHC
#D158, ¢.1855, remodded later] isthe home of mid-19th century brick yard ovmer Charles Ball.
Further west isthe housea 1630 Flessant Streat [MHC #D159, 1898] by Jeremiah J. McCarthy
who leesed Ball'sbrickyard between 1899-1904. Thetiny housea 1375 Fleesat Strest [MHC
#D225, 1830-40] was atin shopin 1858, and soon after became Irish immigrant James Orr's
shoe shop and home,  (photograph no. 2)

South Lee was the surrounding aregls commercid center in the mid-nineteenth century - five
surviving buildings relate to commerce here. The location of the store operated in the eestem
part of the village by Nathanidl Tremainin the early decades of the 19th century, is not known.
However, the gorea 1381 Plessant Street [MHC #D198, ¢.1840] gppears on the 1858 map.
(photograph no. 7) It was owned in the 1870sby Langdon Kellogg, and after 1884 by John
Callins. Collinslived inanow demolished house wes of the schoolhouse. The barn a 1381
Feasant Sfreet [MHC #D199] was built ¢. 184560 dsawhere in South Lee, moved and used as
awarehouse for the store soon after 1904. (photograph no. 2)

In the westem part of the village Hurlbut and Owens operated a company store, probably in the
now demolished c. 1825 brick office et of the Pixley Store. Beginning in 1914 the building
was operated as agrocery sore by Arthur Brown with John F. Kelly. The Isaac Pixlev Store was
aso erected c¢. 1825, probably by Billings Brown, whose house was |located on the same | ot.
Billings Brown ran a sore herefor atime, and kept the Pogt Office from 1826, (rurafraditionin
westem Massachusetts located pogt offices in popular generd sores). 1n 1878 Reuben Pixley
operated the building as a gore and was the Postmadgter. Helived a 1545 Feasant Street [MHC
#D189, ¢.1870], and continued the gore until hisdeeth in 1922, but retired as Postmeder in
1915, succeeded by his son Arthur. Arthur, who lived in the house a 15 Willow Street [MHC
#D168, C.1865] continued the store and post office until 1928. Arthur Brown took over as Post
(continued)
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Magter, and eventudly moved his grocery busnessinto the building with Francis Farming s
partner. Brovra was posmeder for much of the early 20th century.

Although religious services had been held in South Lee in the schoolhouse & the eedt end of the
village early as 1805, a church was not erected there until 1828, when the Baptists and

Methodist Episcopa Society joined together to build the Union Church. 1t wes erected on the
dte of the playground & Church and Flessant Sfreet. The Episcopaian Chepd of . Paul in
Stockbridge assumed the property in the 1860s, and, after the building bumt, leased the | ot, now
the South Lee playground to the South Lee Civic Improvement Association in 1950

Built as amisson church by &t. Mary's, . Francis Church, 1360 Feasant Street [MHC #B1,
1882] sarved aprimarily Irish Catholic congregation. The Irish arrived in Lee as workers onthe
Housatonic rail road in 1849, and gayed as quarry men, mill workers and servants. "In 1855 a
quarter of the people in Leewere Irish” [Consolati, p. 137] Within adecade or two they
edtablished themsdlves, purchasng houses, becoming involved in town politics and erecting
housss of worship such as this church. Many of the properties in the district were owned by Irish
immigrantsincluding the JT. Collins Store and warehouse [MHC #D 198-9, ¢.1840], the home of
laborer Edward O'Heam. 1365 Flessant Stireet [MHC #D201, ¢.1825], the home of Nicholas
Wickham a 1650 Pleesant Strest [MHC #D 161,1825-40], the Thomas and Kate Fanning House.
1435 Flessant Street [MHC #D193, 1840-1860] and the James Orr House and shoe shop. 1375
Fessant Sfreet [MHC #D225, 1830-40).

The Episcopa Church of the Good Shepherd. 1526 Fleasant Street [MHC #D155, 1901] weas dso
originaly built as amisson church - thisone for &. Paul'sin Stockbridge. (photograph no. 9)
The gte was donated by the Hurlbut family and wéis previoudy occupied by the Riversde
Reading Room, given many yearsbefore to the village of South Lee by Thomas Hurlbut.

We do not know the location of the High School which opened in the village in 185L for sudents
too remote from the Center to atend during the winter months. The now vacant, former two
room South Lee School. 1440 Plessant Strest [MHC #D152, 1892] wes buih a a cost of $3,500
to houseboth primary and sscondary grades. It was probably erected to replace an earlier school
shown on the mgp of 1872 on Ross property, just to the west of the Church of the Good

Shepherd dte. The schoal originally sood done oniitslot, but by 1904 it wasjoined by a now
demolished Engine House st dose to Fleesant Sfreet. The school closed in 1977 when the
Tovracentrdized its primary and secondary grades. 1tisnow privately owned.

The Atlasof 1904 indicates that South Lee was cormected to other conmiunitiesin westem
Massachusetts by the trolley tracks of the Berkshire Electric Raill Road dong Pleasant Street,
then "South Main Street”. At that time, the New England was united by adense web of trolley
lines, making visiting, shopping or commuting an efficient and inexpendve, if physicaly
exposad method of transportation.

(continued)
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The South Lee Historic Disfrictis distinguished both by individual buildings, architecturally
significant & the local level, and by the cohesive quality of the historic aggregate, as the village
unrolls dong the Housatonic River. Except for three Federd period, front geble housesin brick,
al resdentia buildingsin the district are frame, mogt are dapboard but afew are shingled, or
cdapboards and shingles combined. Important buildings tend to be masonry, like the mill and
mill owners houses, or part masonry like the tavem and Episcopd church, or have some other
distinguishing mark, like the segple of the Catholic church and the multi-pane storefront of the
Callins Store.

The digtrict's earliest building, the Merreli Tavem. 1565 Fessant Streat [MHC #D174, 1794, is
individually listed on the National Register of Historic Flaces and has been recorded through
HABS drawings, (photogragph no. 3) Itisan interesting mix of Federd masonry residential
building with Greek Revival commercid and third floor frame addition. Additiona layers ae
the first restoration of 1940-70 which includes a scholarly goproach to the repair of the stmcture
and interior features, the stabilization of demolished outbuilding foundations, and the sscond
recent restoration.

Morgan Phillips, who wrote the most comprenensive report on the tavem, sated that the house
combined hand wrought nallswith the earliest type of cut nails. Stylitically he found the first
two floors to be in thefradition of William Paine and Asher Benjamin, whose practica books
were Sudied by provincia house carpenters. Although the unknown builder of the house may
have copied the moldings, window muntins and mantdpieces from these manuds, the engaging
fanlight over the door is af reeinterpretation of a more restrained Benjaminillusfration. Phillips
suggeds that the third story's builder ussd Asher Benjamin's The Practical House Carpenter,
printed in Boston in 1830, for woodwork details, including the architrave and comer blocks of
the doorways.

The stylish Flemish bond and solayed marble lintels used for the facade mark the holise ashigh
style Federd, but the more primitive fanlight placesit squardly in the provincia Adameque
style. The 1837 pillared and columnar two story porch was as iconographically suggedive of a
commercid inn to 19th centuryfravel ersas the parking forecourt find linear smcture behind it
begpedks a gandard motel to mid-20th century tourists. At present, the broad graveled parking
lot and discrete B&B sgn are cultural duesto the building's susained role in the hospitality
trade.

Mabd Choate (1870 - 1958) purchasad the badly deteriorated tavem about 1925, an early

example of historic preservation effortin Massachusetts. She wes the daughter of Josgph C.

Choate, Ambassador to the Court of & James and summer resdent in neighboring Stockbridge.

Miss Choate installed anew roof and repaired the foundation and sills. About 1943 Choate hired

noted landscape architect Hetcher Stedewho "rescued from oblivion™ the plan and location of

the many former outbuildings surrounding the inn "which are now marked upon the ste by
(continued)
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dightly building up the old stone foundations enough to make alow wall." [Old Time New
England. Vol. 37 #2, Oct. 1946.]

Choate had worked with Stede snce 1926 on the grounds of Naumkeag, the McKim, Mead and
White housein Stockbridge she had inherited from her parents. There in 1933 Stede
revolutionized formal landscgpe design , using bulldozers to sculpt the land in abdract pattems
on agrand scde. Choate and Stede callaborated on Naumkeag's gardensfor thirty years,
incorporating avariety of formal dements such as degant flights of airs, a Chinese temple,
moon-wall and sculpture court to achieve an artistic and visualy svinning composition. They
a0 callaborated on moving and landscgping the Mission House (1739) in Stockbridge.
Eventualy Choate donated both Mission House and Naumkeeg to the Tmateesof Resarvations
After attending the Harvard School of Landscgpe Architecturein 1907-08, Stede began his
practice in 1913, and was soon active in establishing the Boston Chapter of the American Society
of Landscgpe Architects. Hewas particularly influential in the desgn of substantia suburban
gadens. Stedesmore than one hundred articles on profession issues, landscgpe desgn and the
need for conserving nationa records, his two books on the history of horticulture, his public
goesking and hiswork with garden clubs mede him awell knownfigurein the field he sfrove to
meke more professiond.

A thoughtfiil preservationist, Stede usaed roundhead brass nailsin al repair work to distinguish
repar fromorigina constmction and materids, and sought to paint the building itsoriginal color.
Conggent with her historic preservation gods, Mabd Choate donated the tavem to the Society
for the Preservation of New England Antiquities in 1945 with a $10,000 endovraient. SPNEA
held the building until 1980 when it was sold with development essaments and received atax
certified restoration. The restoration by its present owners received apreservation award from
the Massachusatts Historical Commissionin 1982. Today itisabed and breskfast inn,
reconnecting its present and past ue.

We know the brick housea 1385 Feasant Strest [MHC #D197] was built in 1815. (photograph
no. 2) Itwas probably the first of five brick Federd period buildingsin the district, (one was
demoalished c. 1989). That is an unusudly high number of masonry smctures in a small,
relatively new and subsidiary village, but the main Sfreet of South Lee had abrickyard dmostin
its backyard, located a the foot of Beartown Mountain. Like the other masoruy buildingsin the
district, this resdence has afront gable, unusua for the period in mral Massachusdtts, but unlike
the others, thisresdenceis only two bayswide. Thefinely detailed elliptical louvered faninthe
pediment marks the beginning of the South Lee tradition of using an important architectural
omament to emphagze thisarea

The mogt significant periods of building in the South Lee Historic District are aoout equally

divided between the Early Classic Reviva/Federd and the Greek Reviva styles. This

corregpondsto the prime period of the Merreli Tavern and the growth of the Owens and Hurlbut

Company as amajor paper-producing mill. Housing was neaded for the workers in those
(continued)
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busnesses, the merchants and craftsmen who served them, as well as afew owners of small local
industries such as Langdon Kellogg. There are relatively few buildings in the Itdianate and
Gothic Reviva syles, dthough some of these may have been remodded later, making it difficult
to date them. Also noticegble isthe increased building which took place between the late 1870s
and end of the 19th century in the Queen Arme, High Gothic Reviva, Shingleand Colonid
Revival styles. The Hurlbut Mill. 40-80 Willow Srest [MHC #D167. 1872] was buih on a new
location with modemized and rationalized buildings, and the increased building in the district
probably reates to thisexpanson, (photograph no. 1)

A pair of houses built for the familiesof the Owens and Hurlbut mill owners are located Sde by
dde acrossthe road from their mill. Both use the three bay temple front form with pedimented
portico and colossa orders to suggest the sophidticated teste and devated datusof their owners,
but they are constmcted with dightly different forms. The Owen House. 1530-1560 Flegsant
Sfreet [MHC #D156, c. 1822], hes a2 sory Sde ell while the Hurlbut House. 1580 Pleasant
Sfreet [MHC #D157, c. 1824] uses the front gabled dement as the center pavilionflankedby 1
12 story dde gabled wings with their own one story column piazzas. The Owen House is
smpler and displays an unusud and quirky interpretation offrieFederd stylein the curious
devicein the flush boarded pediment: afanlight supported on exfremey slim, short columns to
form akind of plinth. That desgn isnot unique intii ecommunity, gopearing again on theflush
boarded pediment of the Billings Brown House. 1585 Fleesant Sfreet [MHC #D 171, c. 1815)].
This suggedts the design of aloca house carpenter who replicated his own version of the
omamented pediment.

Hurlbut House isparticularly finely and correctly detalled in the Early Classcd manner, perhaps
the work of £u unknovraarchitect. Particularly engaging in thishouse are the two symmetrical
entries on either 9de of the center pavilion. They display large pands of etiched glassin the
identical sddlightsand transoms.  Other fine detailing includes the ddlicate comice with mutules,
frieze with metopes and triglyphs, and architrave with guttae. Marble usad as trim here adds to
the degance of the composition.

The Langdon Kellogg House. 1420 Flessant Sfreet [MHC #D15I, ¢. 1830), like the earlier
Billings Brown House, makes an interesting transition from the Federd to the Greek Revival
style. Both retain the village tradition of afront gable, three bay facade and add comer pilasters
to support the pediment. But in the Kellogg House the inset door surround with panded reveds
featurestypical Federd style omament, such as swags, egg and dart and beeded moldingsand
fluted pilasters. The horizontal, multi-Hght attic window centered in the pediment, which
replaced the Federd dlliptical or ova fan, istypical of the loca Gresk Revivd tradition. Similar
windows are seen in the 1837 attic addition of the Merreli Tavem and the ¢. 1860 Thomas Breed
House.

(continued)
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An interesting late Federd or early Gresk Reviva house & 1675 Fleasant Sfreet [MHC #D165,

1830-50] gppears to have been remodded in the 1870sin the Eadlleke style. Buih by the paper
mill for company housing, itisone of the few examples in the disfrict of the familiar 2 12 story,
five bay, center entrance housewith adde gableroof The Eadtlake detailing occurs a the entty
portico and the daborate first floor window hoods

The district contains three good examples of the popular two story temple front housein the
Gresk Revival style. The earliest, tiie Ingersoll House 1445 Fleesant Sfreet [MHC #D192,1835-
45] isthought to have been built in the 1830s 9nce masdve chimneys with bake ovmis and
anoke chambers as found in the basament were not usudly constmcted here after the
introduction of stovesin the late 1830s The building is marked by very wide pilasters that turn
the comer and support awide comice and pediment. The entry is dightly recessed with the later
19th century glasspanded doorflankedby pilasters and narrow half length siddights. Similar is
the L shgped Jason Webdter House. 1395 Fleesant Street [MHC #D196, ¢.1852]. Particularly
interesting here are the unique window surrounds of the temple front pavilion: narrow pilasters
with pronounced entassand Doric capitds support an extremdy thin comice mold over atiny
tripartite entablature in the top window casang. Thethird of thisfrio of housesisthe Thomas
Breed House. 1120 Fairview Street [MHC #D69, ¢.1860]. Another L shaped house, heretiieel
hes atwo story octagond bay window. Itsentry porch gopears to be an early 20th century
addition, but llie original door isin place behind it.

Only one housein the digtrict displays the second floor "eyebrow” or frieze band windows. The
1 12 sory vemecular housea 1436 Flessant Stregt [MHC #D193, ¢. 1840] buih into adope to
gan asory a the rear. The end gabled smcture hes been remodded but retains itsoriginal plain
architrave door surrovmd and door with inset transom lights. Another houssa 1535 Fleasant
Street [ MHC #D 190,1850-55] isinteresting for itsuse of alate Greek Reviva detail, the pointed
lintel.

The only obvioudy Itdianate building in the digtrict isthe J. T. Collins Store a 1381 Pleasant
Streat [MHC #D198,1840-57] hes an outdanding storefront composad of 12 pane store windows
flanking arecessad, double door entry and topped by abracket and modillion comice. A double
attic window is s&t into an arched surround and an oriel supported on paired brackets on the eest
elevation are other Itdianate features.

The former carriage housea 1528 Flessant Streat [No MHC #,¢.1868] was  buih between 1868
and & for the family of Lord WilliEim Ross. Ross, anative of South Lee, was the first US
manager of the Queen Fire Insurance Co. of London. Helived in New York City but purchased
the Owen House as asummer resdence. After his death in 1902 his family remaned in the
South Lee house; daughter Jeen operated the Merreli Tavem acrossthe dreet as the Old Tavem
Tea Room between 1920 and 1945.

(continued)
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The Cariage House isaparticularly exuberant example of the romantic and mstic Swiss
Cottage/Stick style, which must have seamed gppropriate to the sophisticated urbanite for an
outbuilding of asummer housein the country. The confrast between the salf-conscioudy
Romantic style of the carriage house and the sober, utilitarian outbuildings of the surrounding
village is one of the dements which give the district such alively sense of variety. The 11/2
story board and batten building housed horse and carriage on the ground floor and probably the
coachman in an gpartment above. The projecting roof, halmark of both Swiss Cottage and Stick
syles, daborate gable field omaments with brackets, cut out work, king post trusses, shed roof

window hoods and soft lemon yellow painted batten cladding make a strong decorative
Satement.

The Hurlbut Paper Company Mill. 40-80 Willow Strest [MHC #D167] weas erected in 1872 and
rebuilt after afirein 1833. Thethree origina brick buildingswith brownstone trim establish a
strong linear massing. A lithograph probably taken soon after 1872 shows the three buildings
fronted by the tall amoky smnoke stack, theriver, bridge and horses, as well asthetrain and the
high wooded Beartown Mountain behind. Prominent on the roof of the middle building are the
words. Hurlbut Pgper Co. 1822-1872. Thebuildings and amokedack set againg the dramatic
backdropfimctionedas a company logo.

The difference in height of the three geble roofsis important in establishing the theme of separate
but linked buildings for specidized functions. Stylistically the buildings show little changefrom
the Federd and Gresk Reviva modds popular decades before: essentialy smplered brick

boxes with corbel cornices topped by gable roofs framed with retums and lighted by regularly
goecad double hung windows trimmed with browngone silis and lintels. The prim, regularly
goaced dormers with their double arched windows are the only indication that the building was
built after c. 1845. The additions which ssem to become atached to nearly every mill building in
New England are generdly in masonry, and in scalewith the origina complex. The original
anokestack was demolished after 1956. Thefine ashlar done, regularly coursed retaining wall
adong the river shovm in two engravings of the 1870s or 80 may have been apictorid- refinement
of the actud random coursedfiel dstonewalls presently lining theriver banks, for the beautiftilly
crafted regular walls shown in those pictures are not currently evident. The bridge showai in the
c. 1872 print was replaced; the current bridge was erected in 1951.

The form of the 1882 Saint Francis Catholic Church [MHC #Bl]is essentidly conservative,
employing an engaged centra entry tower withflaredpyramida roof and rectangular, gable
roofed church behind it. Thismodd had been usad for Protestant churches in New England
ance Georgiantimes. Indeed the simplicity of the smcture and decoration, such as the label
lintels of the Gothic arched windows, are squardly in the tradition of the Gothic Revival Style
(1840 - 1865), while the High or Victorian Gothic Reviva period during which this church was
constmcted, ¢. 1860-90, was more colorftil, massve, and variedin plan. A gesturetowards the
massveness of the later style can be observed in the panded comerboards, which bresk forward
and are topped by tiny shingled shed roofs. They are suggestive of the buttressing employed on
(continued)
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the daborate masonry churchesfavored by the High Victorian Gothic style.

The best example of a Queen Aime style housein the district, the resdence a 1520 Pleasant
Sfreet [MHC #D154, 1885] buih by the Hurlbut Pgpar Company, issimilarly conservative.
Although the basic two bay, front gableroofed smcture has been expanded with shalow bay
windows and adomed with avariety of surface omament such as Stick Styletrim in the goandres
of the bay windows, pointed label moldings over the second story windows. Nutting moldings at
other windows, incised, scroll pattern gable field omament, scaloped shingles in the gable fields
and molded barge boards, it remains abadcbox. To achievethe complexity of plan-admired in
the Queen Anne style, the builder smply added an entry portico tumed diagondly a the comer

of the house. The portico isusad as another occason for ornamentd  trim.

The South Lee Schoal. 1440 Fleasant Strest [MHC #D152, 1892] is aresfrained Queen Anne
style.. The tworoom building restson high ashlar foundations in Lee marble andrises 1 1/2
doriesto asde gableroof. Six bayslongwith adouble entry under aprojecting pavilion, its
portico pogsare thin and chamfered. Simple stylistic details include the saw tooth shingling
in the gable field and a massve, offset chimney.

The Episcopa Church of the Good Shepherd. 1528 Fleasant Street [MHC #D155] was designed
by Raph W. Emerson in 1901 and dedicated in the soring of 1902. Emerson, the nephew of
Raph Wado Emerson, was one of the mgjor architects practicing in New England in the last
quarter of the 19th century. Bomin 1833, he studied with Boston architect Jonathan Preston,
was active inthe Boston Architectural Society and the Boston Art Club whose fancifiil Queen
Annebuilding & 270 Newbury Street he desgned in 1881. Emerson carried on alively practice
in urban smctures, suburban housssand summer "oottages’ mostly in the Northeast, but dso &
far avay as Colorado. Architectural historian Vincent Scully feelsthat he "created & least one
extremdy sendtive magerpiecein the mid-century stick style", [Scully, Vincent. The Shingle
Style, p. 82], ahouseinMilton, Massachusettsin 1876.

Scully suggests that a house Emerson desgned a Mt. Desert, Mainein 1879 "may be said to be
the first fiilly developed monument of the new shingle style." (op. cit. p. 84) A church he
desgned in 1880, dso inMt. Desert, was "totally shingled, completely flowing ...an exercise in
that continuity of flow and surface toward which Emerson hed been experimenting.” (op. cit. p.
87) The Church of the Good Shepherd doesnot share that sanse of flowing shingled surface, but
it does share another kind of flow with the design for a stable and lodge he published in the
American Architect in 1880. There a gone fence defining the perimeter is carried up into the
first floor wall and chimney a of one of the lodge devations. Although somewha stiffer here,
the coursed fieldstoneistreated as ahigh and dramatic base on which the building rets. The
masonry extends from the base upward in pillars to support the stout belfry and outward as
buttresses. Altogether, the building reates somewhat more to the controlled and traditional
Episcopd building a the beginning of the twentieth century than it does to the moreExpansive
Shingle Style, then a the end of its popularity.
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There are only afew and unexceptiond intact examples of early 20th century stylesin the
disfrict: abungaow 1620 Flessant Sireet [no MHC #, 1920-30], a Period Reviva with Craftsman
and Tudor detailing a 1685 Fleesant Sfreet [no MHC #] and aNeo-Colonid rehabilitation of a
bam or gable a 1571-74 Fleasant Strest [MHC #D169, ¢.1890/1920)].

For its Sze, the South Lee Historic District hes experienced agood ded of preservation activity.
Its effect has been to sustain a sanse of place and retain original buildings. Nine contributing
buildings have been reused, usudly whentheir primary fimction was no longer economicaly or
ingtitutionally viable. Three houses were previoudy usad in whole or part for commercid
purposes the Merreli Tavem, as atavem, then boarding-house, tearoom, and finally bed ad
breskfast, Hurlbut House as aB & B, and 1385 Fleesant Sfreet as ashop and resdence. The
South Lee Schooal is privatey owned and planned for an eventud resdence, while the lsaec
Pixley's Store has been renovated as arestaurant. Three outbuildingsin the district have been
recycled for resdential use the Ross carriage house, the bam now 1574 Flessant Stret, the bam
now 15 Willow Sfreet. Another bam was probably moved from dsawhere in the village to serve
as awHrehouse for the Collins Store.

A Village Improvement Society was active in the 1950s, leasing the ste of the bumt Union
Church for aplayground and asssting with the management of the Merreli Tavem, whose
intense preservation activities are discussad above. Resdents of the village atempted to save the
covered bridge crossing the Housatonic & Meadow Stregt after it was partially destroyed, but
were ungble to raise theftj ndsnecessary to moveit.

Last, the Merreli Tavem has been the subject of a panoply of preservation activities aade from
the reusesenumerated above. With private resourcesit was purchased for protection, repaired
for stabilization, outbuilding walls were reconstmcted to preserveorigina location. 1twas
donated to astatewide, non-profit preservation organization, made the subject of HABS
drawings, and placed on the National Register of Historic Flaces Sold to private owners with a
preservation eesament under a Stewardship Program, it underwent a Certified Rehabtlitation
using tax incentives, and the restoration won an award from the Massachusatts Historica
Commission.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehigtoric settlement in Lee are poorly understood, any surviving steswould

be significant. Prehigtoric dtesin this areaoffer the potentia for a greater undersgtianding of

Native American settlement and subsgencein the uplands of westem Massachusetts Sitesin

this areacan improve our knowledge of Native people dong the Housatonic River drainage and

thelr relationships with other Native socio/palitical groups to the south in the Connecticut areg, to

the west towards the Hudson River drainage in New Y ork or eestward to the Connecticut River
(continued)
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locale. Prehistoric dtesin this areamay dso be important in the Sudy of Native American
exchange sysems and the rolethey played in the soreed of technologies, ideesand materia
goods between the aress noted above as well as eestem and southem coadd locdes.

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potential to document the changing
socia, cultural and economic pattems which characterized aremote Berkshire County settlement
as itgrew into athriving 19*-century mill village. Additional documentary research combined
with archaeologica survey and excavation can document 18"-century components of the village
which are poorly documented and locationally unknown. Archaeologica resourcescan dso
provide similar information for early 19*-century resourcesthat exhibit asimilar sate of
knowledge. While 18*-century mill Stesand resdenceswere gpparently present in the village,
little isknowTi of their ownership, location and power mechanians  Early 19*-century mill Stes
ae better documented, however, conftision often exigts as to their exact locationsand
relationship to water power resources. Stregt routes add to this conftision Snce the routes of both
Willow and Heasat Sfreets have changed since the early 19"-century. Archaeologica research
including detailed mapping of resourcesidentified from documentary sources and field research
can help remedy this problem by reconstmcting the 19*-century layout of the village then
smilar pattems in the 18*-century.

Archaeologica ressarchin the vicinity of the dam and river can accuratdly identify the
constmction sequencefor the dam and the extent to which earlier damsand components were
incorporated into the present smcture. These dudies can identify the potentia for power sources
that predate 1806 or, other temporary methods that were used inlieu of a permanent dam. The
excavation of mill steson both banks of the river and mapping of power rdated canas might
ds0 as3d in these studies. The sudy of power candsor mill racescan dso be important in the
dudy of the relationships between the various mills and how power was divided between them.
The andysis of these resources can dso be important in the change of these rel ationships once
riverine sources began to genarate eectricity rather than the mills directly.

Historic archaeologica resourcesin the district can o contribute valuable information relating
to resdentid lifein the village. Snce only the Merreli Tavem survives from the 18*-century,
any surviving Stesor gmctures from that period would be significant. The location of
resdential gtesfrom that period would provide documentation from the early period of
sttlement and initial establishment of mills. Thisdatacould provide important information on
such topics as the importance of agriculture to early settlement and the relationship of early mills
to loca and regiond farmers. In the 19*-century, archaeologica resources can identify pattems
of constmction for ovraers and workers housing and the extent to which mill housing typified
architecturd pattems in the village. Archaeological resources can dso confribute information on
the extent to which mill housing differed from more private housing. Detailed mapping of
housing types over time may d<0 identify geogragphicd pattems of ownership and use within the
district. The andyss of domestic/resdentid Stes can o provide important information on

(continued)
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sydems of socid sfratification in the disfrict by contributing information on the relationships and
differences of mill ovraer versusworker's housing.

The detailed andlyss of occupationd reated features (trash pits, privies, wells) can provide
important information relating to the technologies and products of industrial production as well
&5 the resdentia/domedtic livesof the district'sinhabitants. Detailed andyss offrashdeposits
asodaed with individual mills can provide information on technologies used in the production
of specific products as well as the products themsdves. In the South Lee Historic Disfrict, this
datacould be especidly important Snce some mills, particularly the paper mills represented the
first such attempts at thistypeof production in the town and someof the earlier atemptsin
Berkshire County. Thewide variety of mills presentin the district indicates the potential for
information relating to anumber of 19*-century industria technologies including agriculture,
textiles, fron and pgper. Occupationd related features can d o provide detailed ingghts into the
lives of resdentswho worked in the mills, owTied the mills and provided support for them.
Anaysis of these features can identify varied agpects of the day to day livesof mill owners and
workers including information on such topics as how ther diets, clothes and other components of
life differed. Datafrom thesefeatures combined with similar datafrom occupationd related
features a churches, schools and stores can eventudly reconstmct the entire lifeways of the
district and the extent to which village life was sgparae or overlgpped dong socio-culturd lines.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 92.98 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 18 841060 4681780 3. 18 842170 4681900
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 18 842100 4682020 4. 18 841500 4681560
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared Bv

nameftitie Heli Meltsner, Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date January 1999
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone  617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA .zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple
street & number telephone
city or town state zip code_
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTMsfcontinued)

5 18 841280 4681280
6. 18 841060 4681380

Boundarv Justification:

The boundary includes roughly the area shown as South Lee in the Atlases of 1876 and 1895:
both sdes of Fleasant Streat from the Stockbridge line to the Meadow Street bridge. Thefirst
two houses on Fairview Stregt, (named Breed Street on the 1876 mgp) were sdected to include
the Thomas Breed house. Houses north of the Breed house do not possess architecturd integrity.

Houses on Church Street were not included because, but for the H. C. Hurlbut housewell to the
north, they lack architecturd integrity.

The boundary includes the reer ot lineof the housesfronting the north sde of Plessant Street.
Much of the boundary was probably the north line of the original road, and Assessors|ot #150-
29-21 s=ams to incorporate the entire width of theroad. Ore lot on this Sde extends north
through adog-leg to additional acreege not historically assodated with the district: herethe
boundary was drawn through the lot as an extengon of adjacent lot lines. The west boundary is
the Stockbridge line. Although one of the houses adjacent to the town lineisreplicated on the
Stockbridge sde, becausethe digtrict focuses on South Lee, the town linewas sdlected.

The southem ot lineof the Hurlbut Mill was usad for much of the southem boundary, as the mill
wes of historically critical to South Lee. Land between the railroad tracks and the Housatonic
River was probably historically assocaed with the mill. Asitis currently mill owned thisland
wes included in the district. The remaining southem boundary isthe north bank of the
Housatonic River, historically the property lines of lots on the river. The Meadow Street bridge
over the Housatonic River forms part of the eestem boundary, but the bridge itself is not included
& itsdaewould place it beyond the period of significance.

In defining the village of South Lee the alases of 18% and 1904 show Willow and Pine Streets
and the areaof Meadow Street adjacent to the Meadow Street bridge. The alas of 1876 include
only the aressof those Sreetsdose to the rail tracks inits depiction of thevillage. Sncethese
dregts are divided from much of the proposad district by rail tracks and bridges. Willow Street is
a asignificantly higher devation and isvisualy distinct from Fleesant Street, and many of the
houses lack architecturd integrity or would be non-contributing, these strestswere not included
in the district.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS
* Photographer: Bonnie Parsons

*  Decambe 1995
Negatives a Pionear Vdley Planning Commission

Hurlbut Pgper Mill, view SV acrass Housatonic River towards Beartown Mountain
Heesant Stredt, | eft to right #1365-1395, view SW

Merreli Tavem, 1565 Fleesant Street (NRIND 1972), view SW

ThomasHurlbut House, 1580 Fessant Street, view N

Charles Owen House, 1530 Plessant Street, view N

Henry Billings Brown House, 1585 Feasant Stret, view S

Collens Store, 1381 Plessant Street, view SW

Raoss Carriage House, 1528 Fleasant Street, view N

Episcopa Church of the Good Shepherd, 1526 Flessant Street, view N

10. Wells Webster House, 1406 Plessat Stredt, view SNV

ROONOURWNE

(end)
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Map# MHC# Historic Name Street Address Date Style Res. Status Assessor s
1 D 69 Thomas Breed House 1120 Fairview St c.1860 Gresk Revivd B C 150-29-47
Bam C1930 Utilitarian B C
2 1140 Fairview S. €.1900 Colonial Revival B 150-29-44
3 B1 <. Francis Church 1360 Flessat S 1882  High Gothic Reviva B C 150-29-82

Satue c. 192040
0 c
4-A Fire Station/Pogt Office 1380 Flessat S 1959/93 Contemporary 5 150-29-41
NC
5B South Lee Playground Plessant/Church Ss Cl19%5 q NG 150-29-39
6 D151 L. Kellogg House 1420 Hessant S 1830-40 Greek Reviva B c 150-29-33
7 D 152 South LeeSchoal 1440 Plessat . 182 Quem Anne B c 150-29-37
8C rerr 1450 Flessat S 1970 Contemporary B NG 150-29-36
9 D 153 Venable House 1500 Plessant S 1865 dt. Cepe, contemp. Alter. B c 150-29-35
10 D 154 Hurlbut Pgper Co. 1520 Flessat S 186 QuenAnne B 150-29-34
gaage 1950  Utilitarian B ¢
1 D 15 Church of the Good Shepard 1506 Plegsant & 101 Shingle B NC 1502933
2 Ross Carriage House 1528 Flessant S c. 186385 Stck/SwissCottage B c 150-29-32

with 20" ¢, renovaions

Pegelof 5
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Map# MHC# Historic Name Street Address Date Style Res. Status  Assessors#
13 D 156 Charles Owen House 1530-60 Pleasant S. cl1822 Early Classical Revivad B C 150-29-31
withe. 1860-80 €l
garage Utilitarian B NC
14 D 157 Thomas Hurlbut House 1580 Fessat S cl1824 Early Classical Revival B C 150-29-27
with mansard €l alter.
15E 1590 Hessat S c1900 Contemporary B NC 150-29-30
16-F 1600 Flessant S C.1900 Contemporary B NC 150-29-29
17 D158 Charles Bal House 1610 Flessant S €. 185585 Itdianate B C 150-29-26
with extensve QA dts.
Bam C1950 Utilitarian B NC
18 1620 Flessat S €.1920-30 Bungdow/Creftsman B C 150-29-25
19 D 19 JJ McCarthy House 1630 Flessat S 188 Quem Anne B C 150-29-24
garage c. 1920s Utilitarian B C
20 D 160 John Nerey House 1640 Hessat S C. 1880s Itdianate, contemp. dts. B C 150-29-23
gaage 193040 Utilitarian B C
21 D 161 Company housing 1650 Flessat . c. 182540 B C 150-29-22
gaage C1940 Utilitarian B C 150-29-21
22 D 162 Mill housing 1670 Flessat S c1840 Cape dter. 1920-50 B C 150-29-20
bam/garage €1900-10 Utilitarian B C 150-29-19

Pege2of 5
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MaD# MHC# Historic Name Street Address Date Style Res.
231 South Lee Willow Pump Station 1710 Flessant S 1977  20™C. Colonia B
24 D 163 Charles Brown House 1705 Hessat . 1904 QA/Colonid Reviva B
25 *kkk 1685 Flessat S ¢ 1930s 20" C. Tudor Revivd B
26 D 164 R. Goodhind House 1681 Plessant S 1898  shingle, contemp. atls. B
bam CA1838 Utilitarian B
27 D 166 Mill housng 1675 Hessat . 1830-50 Federd/Greek Revival B
with c. 1870s Eadlake dlts.
28 D 16 Mill housing 1665 Flessat S ¢ 1840s Gresk Revivad B
29 D 167 Hurlbut Pgper Company Complex 40-80 Willow S. 1872/83 Late Victorian Industria B
dam 1806,72 *** S
power house c1950 Contemporary B
gaage C. 1930s Utilitarian B
freight dation 1883-1900 LaeVict. Vemacular B
reservou- Cl1930 S
chemicd goragebldg. C19%5 Col. Rev./Craftaman B
gazebo Cl196 S
World Wer [ memoria ¢ 1946-48 0
30K Willow Strest Bridge Willow S. 1951 S
3 D 168 Bam 15 Willow S c.1865-1900 Late Vict. Util. B

with LaeVict. Alterations
Page3 d 5

Status  Assessor s#

NC
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150-29-18

150-29-60

150-29-61

150-29-62

150-29-63

150-29-64

150-29-91
150-29-67
150-29-92
150-29-68

150-29-65
150-29-93A
150-29-66
150-29-93

150-29-70
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SOUTH LEE HISTORIC DISTRICT DATA SHEET

MHC# Historic Name Street Address Date Style Res.
D 171 Billings Brown House 1535 Hessat . ¢ 181525 Fedad/Gresk Revival B
D 172 IssecPixley's Store 1575 Fessant S c. 1825 Federd B
D 169 Mill Housing 1571 Pessat S ¢.1890-1920 LaeVict. Utilitar. B
dt. Early 20" C. Col. Reviva
garage C1920 Utilitarian B
D 170 Mill Housing 1567 Pleesant . ¢ 180 LaeVict. Utilitarian? B
rebuilt c. 194
D 174 Merei Tavem 1565 Pleesant . 1794/1837 Federd B
with 1837 Gresk Rev. addition
outbuilding foundations 1794-1970 S
gazebo CloA S
D 189 Pixley-Morris House 145 Hessat K. c1870 Util., addit. after 1904; B
dt. C, 1980s
D 190 Mill Housing 1535 Fessat S. ¢ 1850-5Grek Reviva B
gaage c1940 Utilitarian B
D 191 Nathan DavisHouse 1515-1525 Fessat S ¢ 182540 Fedad/Gresk Reviv. B
with contemporary dts.
15065 Hessant . ¢ 1850? 20* 0. Colonid Revival B
Alteration
bam c1900 Utilitarian B

Page 4 of 5

Status ASssessors#

NC

NR 1972

NC

NC

150-29-69

150-29-71

150-29-72

150-29-73

150-29-74

150-29-75

150-29-76

150-29-77

150-29-78,79



Map# MHC# Historic Name
1 D 192 Ingersoll House
42 D 193 ****
43.p
44 D 194 ****
45 D 195 WsdlsWebster House
46 D 1% Jmson Webger House
47 D 197 e**e
48 D 198 Caoallins Store
bam
D199 warehouse/bam
49 D225 James Orr House
50 D201 O'Heam House
bam
TOTALS CONTRIBUTfNG
Buildings
Objects I
Structures 1
Stes 1
TOTAL 5%

Street Address

1445 Plessat S

1435 Fessat S

1425 Plessat .

1415 Pessat K.

1406 Pleasat S

139%5 Fessatt S

1385 Hessatt S

1381 Feesat K.

1375 FHessatt S

1365 Pessat S

NON-CONTRIBUTING
51 (& aneprevioudy liged)

14

B—bp
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Date Style Res.

C. 183545 Gresk Revivd B

C. 184060 Grek Reviva B

1830/1998 Contemporary B

C. 1840 Fedad/Gresk Revivdl B

c. 182530 Fedad B

c.1852 Grek Revivd B

1815 Federd B

C. 184058 ltadianate B
Utilitarian B

C1345 Gothic Revivd B

C. 183040 Fedead B

C. 182540 Grek Revivd B

C1830 Utilitarian B

(November 1998)

Status Assessors#

C 150-29-80
C 150-29-81
NC 150-29-82
C 150-29-83
C 150-29-84
C 150-29-85
C 150-29-86
C 150-29-87
c
c

150-29-83
c 150-29-89
c
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of rhe Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

January 12,1999

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Strest, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed pleasefind the following nomination form:
South Lee Historic Digtrict, Lee (Berkshire Co.), MA

The nomination hes bean voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
SaeHistoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to commernt.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc. Babara Allen, Lee Historical Commisson
Heli Mdtsner, Presarvation Conaultant
Nelson Daey, Chair, Lee Board of Sdectmen
Sen. Andrea F. Nuciforo, J.
Rep. Christopher J Hodgkins
Cynthia Niekamp, Mead Pgper Company
Robet A. Fishman, Nutter, McClennen & Fish, LLP

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
"Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Webste wTWv.magnet. daemaus'ssc/mhc



The Commonwealth of M ass
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Com
Massachusetts Historical Commission

February 17, 1999

Ms. Alexis Abemathy

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Hlaces
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Strest NW

Washington, DC 20240

Re South Lee (MA) Historic District

Dear Alexis:

Endosed pleas= find the notification letter tothe U. S Pogt Office regarding the proposed South
Lee Higtoric Digtrict, that we discussed recently. 1t got lost on my desk, and | just noticed it
yesterday.

Fesse endose it with the district nomination. Thank you for noticing the oversight and for
calling my attention to it.

Philip Bergen
National Regiser Assgtant
Massachustts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
www. state. ma. us/sec/mhc



The Commonweahh of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

December 1, 1998

Mr. John Sorenson

US. Pogd Savice

Federd Presarvation Office
Facilities Heedquarters

4301 Wilson Boulevard #300
Arlington, VA 22203-1861

Re South Lee, MA Pog Office
Dear Mr. Sorenson:

We are pleased to inform you that the property referenced above is located within the boundaries
of the proposed South Lee Historic Didtrict, Lee, Massachusetts, which will be conddered by the
Massachusatts Historical Commission for nomination to the National Regigter of Historic Places.
The National Regigter of Historic Flacesisthe Federd government's official list of historic
properties worthy of preservation. Listing in the National Regider provides recognition and
assdsin preserving our nation's heritage.

Listing of the South Lee Historic District provides recognition of the community's historic
importance and asaures protectivereview of Federd projectsthat might adversdly affect the
character of the didtrict. If the digtrict islisted in the National Regigter, certain Federd
investment tax credits for rehabilitation and other provisons may apply.

Listing in the National Regider doesnot meen that limitations will be placed on the properties by
the Federd government. Public visitation rightsare not required of property owners. The
Federd government will not attach restrictive covenants to the properties or sa=k to acquire them.
If a property islisted in the National Regigter, the owner may do anything with the property that
he/dhewishes, unless gate or federd funds, permits, or licensng are used, or unless some other
regiona and/or loca ordinance or palicy isin effect.

In Massachusetts, properties nominated to the National Regider are automaticaly listed in the
Sate Regiger of Historic Places. There are no limitations, public visitation requirements, or
restrictive covenants for private properties included in the Siate Register. State Regider
properties owned by municipalities and nonprofit organizations may compete for Seate restoration
grants.

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
www.statc.ma.us/sec/mhc



You are invited to attend the meeting of the Massachusdtts Historica Commission a which the
nomination of the South Lee Historic District will be consdered. The Commission will meet a
*1:00 p.m. on Wedneday, December 9, 1998 a the Massachusatts State Archives, 220 Morrissey
Boulevard , Dorchester, Massachusatts  The Commission meeting isa public meeting and all
interested parties are encouraged to attend. 1f you have specid nesdsand would like to attend the
meeting, please contact the Commission and staff will make any arangements that are necessary.

Attached please find notices that explain, in gregter detail, the results of listing in the National
Register and that describe the rights and procedures by which an owner may comment on or
objectto listing in the National Regider.

A draft copy of the National Register nomination for the South Lee Historic District is available
a the Lee Public Library. Should you have any questions about this nomination prior to the
Massachusatts Historical Commission meeting, please contact me a this office.

Sincerdly,

Judith B. McDonough

Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachustts Historical Commission

Encdlosures. NR Criteria, Rights of Owners



