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Located on Church Street, theeastern approach totheVillage Center,

the Whitinsville Post Office borders Menorial Park, an attractive

wel | -planted Green and occupies a prominent site at theGatewayto
Whitinsville. The Post Office also borders upon the Witinsville
Historic District, a heritagearea that enconpasses nany buildings of
historic significance and varied architectural periods. This district
was |isted on theNational Register i n 1979.

A basic square i nplan, sonme 65 feet wide by 55 feet i ndepth, consisting
of one story and full basenment, thebuilding covers 3,770 square feet of
floor space. Constructioncost was just under $50,000. The building
was designed and constructed of uniformthickenss bearing walls supported
by reinforced concrete foundations on spread footings. The floori s
cast-in-place, reinforced concrete slab and theflat roof i ssteel framed.
The pitched hi proof covering t hefront central portion of thebuilding
was framed with wood rafters.

The basic floor plani ssimilar tonany post offices constructedduring
this era, yetthe distinct robust treatment of thefront entrance
surround on this building differs markedly fromthe Art-Deco or Mbderne
motifs of similar buildings i nsurrounding comuniites.

The Whitinsville Post Office i sof Colonial Revival design featuring a
stunning entrance, accentuated with four wide, flat, cast stone pilasters,
segnenting theentrance into three equal and proportionate bays.
Monunental multi-paned wood wi ndows i neach bay flank thesimlarly
transoned front entrance doors i nthecentral bay. The original doors
have been replaced with wide-stile alumnumand gl ass doors which

detract fromtheoriginal design intent. Colonial style raised wood

sill panels enhance theflanking entrance wi ndows. The wi ndow units are
encased i nnarrow colonial wood surrounds, slightly recessed fromthe
face of thecast stone pilasters.

n either side of thestone entrance surround i sa single multi-paned,
doubl e hung wood wi ndow set i nbrick segmental arches. The w ndow head
trim and topsash i narched totheconfiguration of thebrick, thus
strengthing i ts design feature. Each of the other facades continues
with five of thefamiliar, six over sixwood windows set i nt he same
segnental arches, unifying thebuilding as a single statement.

Six granite stpes, bordered with 'colonial' wought iron railings,
termnating gracefully on thebottom granite step as fluted, colonial
posted lanterns, lead up tothegranite entrance platform

The front mass of thebuilding rests on a be*ge colored cast stone
veneer applied totheconcrete foundation. The remaining rear nmass
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. of thebuilding foundationi s brick faced, unbroken at the floor
line. The building isveneered with a full range of waterstruck red
brick laid i n coomon bond, with the nmortar pigmented tothe beige tones
of thestone veneer.

The warmbrick facades termnatevertically at an unadorned cast stone
frieze, toned tothefoundationveneer, set under a continuous narrow
colonial wood cornice that unifies thetwo separate roofs. The roof of
the rear mass of thebuilding i sflat, successfully screened from
casual view by thedom nant front, slate hipped roof which i ssurnmounted
by a tall beacon-like, octagonal cupola with |ouvered sides, capped with
a copper roof and weathervane. The cl osed sides of t hecupola replace
the original glazed openings. A copper bracketed snow guard protects
the main entrance door.

Wth theexception of an added plaster partition that separatesthe

| ockbox | obby from theservicew ndows, thelobby remains unaltered
and i si nremarkable condition. Geen and gray terrazzofloors are
edged with gray Vermont marble. A lighter shade of graywainscotting
surrounds t helobby and conpliments thefloor. Dark lustered birch
trim thescreen line windows and | ock boxes as well as theoriginal
wood- nuntined glass vestibule.

Despite it srelatively small size, thesite i swell treed and |andscaped,
enhanced by a park on theright side of theproperty and t he plantings

of a serene Gothic churchyard totherear. The delightful |andscaping
of the Post Offcie i s meticulouslymintained and reflects theexcellent
care and attention afforded this building.

oty fe
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STATEMENT OF S GN A CANCE

Al though less than fifty years old. The WhitinsvillePost Office possesses
integrity of location, design, setting, materials and workmanship as well
as significant association with theefforts of t heFederal Government to
releive unenpl oyment and stimulate t heeconony through therapid
construction of governmental structures during thedepression era.
Additionally, i ti slocally significant as visual and tangible evidence

of theFederal Governnment's activist role and a symbolic representation

of itsstrengths and ideals. The WhitinsvillePost Office thus neetsthe
National Register Criteria A and C

Whitinsville, and it spost office, i s alatter-day manifestation of the
power and vision of one famly. Originallypart of thePlantationof
Medham Northbride and Uxbridge opted for separate town chartersi n

1727, Northbridge, of which Whitinsville i sthemain village and
comercial district, became a separate town i n1772. The distances that
the citizenshad totravel totheestablished town churches wast he

mai n reason that new towns, and churches devel oped during these times.

In 1790, Paul Whitin arrived at one of thehamets, called South North-
bridge, and founded an iron works on t hebanks of t heMinford River.
Formerly a farmng community, thearea grew under theeconomc benefits
created by M. Whitin who, upon controlling the water rights by 1810,
established thefirst cotton mll i nthearea. The small hamet by this
time had becone "Witin's Village", or Whitinsville. Wth the continued
devel opnent of water power on theriver and t heassociated ponds, Whitin,
now t heWiitin Conpany, expanded t heeconomc diversity of thecommunity
by manufacturing the mill and | oommachinery required by thedeveloping mill
industry i nNew England. The majority of thetotal Northbridge economc
base was now centered in Whitinsville, but t hecommunity was unableto
support t hegrow ng population. The Witin Conpany then proceededt o
devel op and construct a planned comrunity patterned after thesuccesses
of Lowell, Pullman and Gary, thefirst comunities totally built for
specific industriesi ntheUnited States.
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The Whitin Conpany devel oped housing, stores, churches and even
recreational areas for their enployees. Wth theDudley famly, who
were related by marriage, they built office space for firms not owned

by theWwhitin Conpany, but necessary for thecontinued trade and economc
growth of theconpany and area.

The first post office inWitinsville was established i n1834, with
rented space i nthe Witin Office Block on Menorial Square, ont he
corner of Main and Forest Streets, with Paul Wiitin Jr., sonof the
Village founder, as appointed Postmaster. Subsequent noves t ot heBates
Store, theTaft Block, Menorial Block, Bank Building and i n1922, to
the Pythian Building, demonstrated t heever-increasing spatial dermands
for postal service, and t hecontinued growth of thearea.

The textile recession of the md-1920's and t he subsequent econonic

di saster during the1930's, while not conpletely catastrophic to the
Village because of thediversified industries of thesingle conpany, put
nmany workers on part-time shifts and furloughed nany others. As with
the other textile communities, recovery was a slow process andany
economi ¢ stimulationwas avictory t obe pursued.

The Whitinsville Postmaster, WlliamM<Carrick, had been attempting for
sone time, without success, toobtain a new post office of sufficient
size and stature for thecommunity, theonly village structure thatthe
Whitin Conpany could not attempt. Typical tothepolitical scale of
descending inportance, small communities were thelast tobe considered
in thequest for Federal Wrks nmonies, particularly when the voting
record of thecomunity was not for thebenefit of the congressional
del egation now seated.

Post master McCarrick's continued efforts were rewarded i n1937, when
the Governnent selected a site of theedge of the business district.
Usi ng Federal guidelines, only a first-class post office could be
situated on land equal invalue tothe downtowncomerical property.
Designed by theOffice of Supervising Architect, Louis A Sinon, and
constructed i n1938, this Colonial Revival building, based on a standard
| ayout, i sstriking, distinguished by theoverscaled stone elements
surrounding the main entrance and thetall, beacon-like cupola finial.
The warmuse of brick surrounding thearched col onial windows tiesthe
structure tothearchitectural heritage of thecommunity. Blauner
Construction Conpany of Illinois, theGeneral Contractor, used nany
area sub-contractors and filled out his carpentry and | abor forces with
local help, thus easing unenployment and stimulatingtheeconony during
the construction period.
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Standing as a sentinal at the eastern edge of the Whitinsville

Historic District and local "Heritage Area", this colonial ediface

har noni zes wel | with the other important, historical structures of
varied architectural styles, that grace the Menorial Square nei ghborhood.

Under a Federal grant from the Section of Fine Arts, artist Milton
Horn created and cast his bas-relief sculpture, entitled, "Blacksmth
Shop" in 1939, which adorns the |obby. The Section of Fine Arts was
the continued attenpts of the earlier Public Wrks of Art Project,
funded by the Treasury Department under the rmanagenent of Edward
Bruce. Bruce convinced Treasury Secretary Henry Morganthau Jr. to
continue the Art Section when the original Project, part of the Wrks
Progress Administration, was phased out.

A warm graceful rem nder of the Federal Presence of an era past, the
Whitinsville Post Office exemplifies the contribution of Government
Buil ding Programs to the constructionenvironment of the Commonweal t h
of Massachusetts and represents the fine, revival style of that period.
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on Church Street, theeastern approach totheVillage Center,

the Whitinsville Post Office borders Menorial Park, an attractive

wel | -planted Geen and occupies a promnent site at theGitewayto
Whitinsville. The Post Office also borders upon theWitinsville
Historic District, a heritage area that enconpasses nmany buil dings of
historic significance and varied architectural periods. This district
was listed on theNational Register i n 1979.

A basic square i nplan, sone 65 feet wide by 55 feet i ndepth, consisting
of one story and full basement, thebuilding covers 3,770 square feet of
floor space. Constructioncost was just under $50,000. The building
was designed and constructed of uniformthickenss bearing walls supported
by reinforced concrete foundations on spread footings. The floori s
cast-in-place, reinforced concrete slab and theflat roof i ssteel framed.
The pitched hi proof covering thefront central portion of thehbuilding
was framed with wood rafters.

The basic floor planis simlar tomany post offices constructedduring
this era, yet thedistinct robust treatment of thefront entrance
surround on this building differs markedly fromthe Art-Deco or Mderne
motifs of similar buildings i nsurrounding conmuniites.

The Whitinsville Post Office i sof Colonial Revival design featuring a
stunning entrance, accentuated with four wide, flat, cast stone pilasters,
segnenting theentrance into three equal and proportionate bays.
Monurental nmul ti-paned wood wi ndows i neach bay flank thesimilarly
transomed front entrance doors i nthecentral bay. The original doors
have been replaced with wide-stile alumnum and gl ass doors which

detract fromtheoriginal design intent. Colonial style raised wood

sill panels enhance theflanking entrance wi ndows. The wi ndow units are
encased i nnarrow colonial wood surrounds, slightly recessed fromthe
face of thecast stone pilasters.

n either side of thestone entrance surround i sa single multi-paned,
doubl e hung wood wi ndow set i nbrick segmental arches. The w ndow head
trim and topsash i narched totheconfiguration of thebrick, thus
strengthing i ts design feature. Each of theother facades continues
with five of thefamliar, six over six wod wi ndows set i nthe sane
segmental arches, unifying thebuilding as a single statement.

Six granite stpes, bordered with 'colonial" wought iron railings,
termnating gracefully on thebottom granite step as fluted, colonial
posted lanterns, lead up tothegranite entrance platform

The front nmass of thebuilding rests on a be*ge col ored cast stone
veneer applied totheconcrete foundation. The remaining rear nass
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of thebuilding foundationi shrick faced, unbroken at the floor
line. The building i s veneered with a full range of waterstruck red
bricklaidincomon bond, with themortar pigmented tothebeige tones
of thestone veneer.

The warm brick facades term natevertically at an unadorned cast stone
frieze, toned tothefoundationveneer, set under a continuous narrow
colonial wood cornice that unifies thetwo separate roofs. The roof of
the rear mass of thebuilding i sflat, successfully screened from
casual view by thedonmnant front, slate hipped roof which i s surnounted
by a tall beacon-Ilike, octagonal cupola with |ouvered sides, capped with
a copper roof and weathervane. The closed sides of thecupola replace
the original glazed openings. A copper bracketed snow guard protects
the main entrance door.

Wth theexception of an added plaster partition that separatesthe

| ockbox | obby fromtheservice windows, thelobby remins unaltered

and i si nremarkable condition. Geen and gray terrazzo floors are
edged with gray Vernont marble. A lighter shade of gray wainscotting ?
surrounds thelobby and conplinments thefloor. Dark lustered hirch
trims thescreen line windows and | ock boxes as well as the original
wood- nmuntined glass vestibule.

Despite i tsrelatively small size, thesite iswell treed and |andscaped,
enhanced by a park on theright side of theproperty and t he plantings

of a serene Gothic churchyard totherear. The delightful [andscaping
of thePost Offcie i smeticulouslymintained and reflects the excellent
care and attention afforded this building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Al though less than fifty years old. The WhitinsvillePost Office possesses
integrity of location, design, setting, materials and workmanship as wel |
as significant association with theefforts of t heFederal Covernnent to
releive unenployment and stimulate t heeconony through therapid
construction of governmental structures during thedepression era.
Additionally, i tislocally significant as visual and tangible evidence

of theFederal Government's activist role and a synbolic representation

of itsstrengths and ideals. The WhitinsvillePost Office thus neetsthe
National Register Criteria Aand C

Whitinsville, and itspost office, i salatter-day manifestation of the
power and vision of one famly. Originallypart of thePlantation of
Medham Northbride and Uxbridge opted for separate town chartersi n

17217. Northbridge, of which Whitinsville i sthe main village and
comrercial district, becane a separate town i n1772. The distances that
the citizenshad totravel totheestablished town churches wast he
mai n reason that new towns, and churches devel oped during these times.

[n 1790, Paul Whitin arrived at one of thehamets, called South North-
bridge, and founded an iron works on t hebanks of t heMnford River,
Formerly a farmng community, thearea grew under theeconomc benefits
created by M. Whitin who, upon controlling the water rights by 1810,
established thefirst cotton mll i nthearea. The small hamet by this
time had beconme "Witin's Village", or Waitinsville. Wth the continued
devel opnent of water power on theriver and t heassociated ponds, Whitin,
now t heWhitin Conpany, expanded t heecononmic diversity of theconmunity
by manufacturing the mill and | oommachinery required by t hedeveloping mill
industry i nNew England. The majority of thetotal Northbridge economc
base was now centered in Whitinsville, but thecommunity was unableto
support thegrowi ng population. The Wiitin Conpany then proceeded t o
devel op and construct a planned commnity patterned after thesuccesses
of Lowell, Pullman and Gary, thefirst communities totally built for
specific industriesi ntheUnited States.
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The Whitin Conpany devel oped housing, stores, churches and even
recreational areas for their enployees. Wth theDudley famly, who
were related by marriage, they built office space for firms not owned

by theWwhitin Conpany, but necessary for thecontinued trade and economic
growth of theconpany and area.

The first post office inWiitinsville was established i n1834, with
rented space i ntheWwhitin Office Block on Menorial Square, onthe
corner of Main and Forest Streets, with Paul Whitin Jr., sonof the
Village founder, as appointed Postnmaster. Subsequent noves tot heBates
Store, theTaft Block, Menorial Block, Bank Building and i n1922, to
the Pythian Building, denonstrated t heever-increasing spatial dermands
for postal service, and t hecontinued growth of thearea.

The textile recession of the md-1920's and t he subsequent economi ¢
disaster during the1930's, while not conpletely catastrophic to the
Village because of thediversified industries of thesingle conpany, put
many workers on part-time shifts and furloughed nmany others. As with
the other textile comunities, recovery was a slow process and any
economi c stimulationwas a victory tobe pursued.

The Whitinsville Postmaster, W lliam MCarrick, had been attempting for
sone time, without success, toobtain a new post office of sufficient
size and stature for thecommunity, theonly village structure thatthe
Whitin Gonpany could not attempt. Typical tothepolitical scale of
descending inmportance, small communities were thelast tobe considered
in thequest for Federal Works nmonies, particularly when the voting
record of thecoiranunity was not for thebenefit of the congressional
del egation now seated.

Post master McCarrick's continued efforts were rewarded i n1937, when
the Government selected a site of theedge of thebusiness district.
Usi ng Federal guidelines, only afirst-class post office could be
situated on land equal invalue tothedowntowncomrerical property.
Designed by theOffice of Supervising Architect, Louis A Sinon, and
constructed i n1938, this Colonial Revival building, based on a standard
layout, i sstriking, distinguished by theoverscaled stone elements
surrounding themin entrance and thetall, beacon-like cupola finial.
The warmuse of brick surrounding thearched col onial windows tiesthe
structure tothearchitectural heritage of thecomunity. Bl auner
Construction Conpany of Illinois, theCeneral Contractor, used nany
area sub-contractors and filled out his carpentry and |abor forces with
local help, thus easing unenployment and stimulatingtheeconony during
the construction period.
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Standing as a sentinal at theeastern edge of theWitinsville

Historic District and local "Heritage Area", this colonial ediface
harnoni zes well with theother important, historical structures of
varied architectural styles, that grace the Menorial Square neighborhood.

Under a Federal grant from t he Section of Fine Arts, artist Milton
Horn created and cast his bas-relief sculpture, entitled, "Blacksmth
Shop" i n 1939, which adorns thelobby. The Section of Fine Arts was
the continued attempts of theearlier Public Wrks of Art Project,
funded by theTreasury Departnment under themnanagenent of Edward
Bruce. Bruce convinced Treasury Secretary Henry Mrganthau Jr. to
continue theArt Section when theoriginal Project, part of the Wrks
Progress Administration, was phased out .

Awarm graceful remnder of theFederal Presence of an erapast, t he
Whitinsville Post Office exemplifies thecontribution of Governnent
Building Programs totheconstructionenvironment of the Coiranonweal th
of Massachusetts and represents thefine, revival style of that period.
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WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

US Post Office—Whitinsville Main
Worcester County

MASSACHUSETTS
Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: ye>/[[/9/i7
Action: ZCEPT...
resubmission .RETURN.
e nomination by person or local government .REJECT_
owner objection Federal Agency: NANI
n appeal
Substantive Review: Asample e request Q appeal * NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

[MAARAGAANT S [ CiiA AAV AN 0-tASTSK2j®  Dsd

see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below *.'&-"€yC~*'cH”
.substantive reasons discussed below'

Z Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Aoquitltion Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? CU yes dl no
7. Desaiption
Condition Check one Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site
cn good I lruins cn altered moved date.
o fair cn unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
cn completeness

cn clarity

cn alterations/integrity
| ldates

I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph n
ch completeness

cn clarity

cn applicable criteria

cn justification of areas checked

cn relating significance to tine resource

e context

cn relationship of integrity to significance

cn justification of exception

cn other

9. IVigjor Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other

* Maps
cn Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued an an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450
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ATES posr.

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Facilities Service Office
P.O. Box 324
Lexington, MA  02173-0324

July 29, 1986

The Honorable J. Alfred Benoit .
Chai rman, Board of Selectman, Town of Northbridge .
Town Hall - Menorial Square '
Whitinsville, M 01588

Dear Chairman Benoit:

The US Postal Service inconjunction with the Massachusetts State Historic
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the Main Post Office in
Whitinsville and has determned i tis significant froman historical viewpoint,
In view of the above evaluation, the US Postal Service intends to nonm nate
this building to the National Register of Historic Places. W would, prior to
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

[ you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter inthe enclosed envel ope.

Sincerely,

G egbc Glleland [/
GeneVal Manager A

Ooncur:-O_ iAAP /AW?A

Encl osure

e



AMTES POST-4,

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Facilities Department
475 L Enfant Plaza. SW
Washington. DC  20260-6400

Novenber 3, 1986

Ms. Carol O Shull
Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places [AzAN
National Parit Service _
Department of Interior R -

Washi ngton, D.C. 20240-1002 S
Dear M. Shull: "

The Postal Service hereby submts a nomnation for the post
office located at 58 Church Street, Wrcester County,
Whitinsville, Mssachusetts.

I|f you have any questions concerning this nom nation, please
contact ne at (202) 268-3107.

Sincerely,

John S Sorenson

.XRealty Acquisition Specialist, Principal

Real ty Acquisition Division
Office of Real Estate

At t achnent Y . '/,

Ny 5 9%



UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

FACILITIES SERVICE CENTER
REAL ESTATE DIVISION
WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 06006-0330

Sept enber 1, 1987

M. Carol D Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic M aces
National Park Service

Departnment of Interior 'f
Washi ngton, DC 20240-1002 /-A
Dear M. Shull:

The Postal Service is pleased t osubmt nomnations for the
following Post Office facilities:

119 HmSt., Wrcester Gounty, MIlbury, M

217 Gormerical St., Branstable County, Provincetown, M
37 Taunton Qeen, Bristol Gounty, Taunton, M

2 Abbott St., Mddlesex County, Véburn, M

58 Church St*, Wrcester County, Witinsville, M

321 Main St., Mddlesex Gounty, Wkefield, M

48 Wterford RJ., Mddl esex County, Wnchester, M

75 Park St., Bristol County, Attleboro, M

90 Center St., Pymouth Gounty, M ddleborough, M

OOoNoOUTAWNE

Sne of these nomnations were submtted previously andreturned i n
order that full quadrangle naps could be included. This has been
done in al | cases.

Shoul d there be any questions concerning these nomnations, please
do not hesitate to call ne on 203-285- 7181.

Sincerely,

Wliliam S
Real Estate Specialist, Principal

Encl osur es
cc: John Sorenson

Real ty Acquisition Specialist, Principal
Véshi ngton, OC

¥F 495
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The Commonwedlth of M assachusats

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission

Vaerie A. Tamage

Executive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer November 4, 1987

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

The Massachusetts Historical Com mission staff have identified two mistakes in the
October 23, 1987 entry of the National Register of Historic Places which need to be
rectified. They are:

1. Massachusetts, Nantucket County, Siaconset, Sankaty Head Light (Lighthouses
of M assachusetts - TR) Sankaty Head (10/15/87).

The town in which Sankaty Head Light belongs is Nantucket, therefore listing
should be as follows; Massachusetts, Nantucket County, Nantucket, Sankaty Head
Light (Lighthouses of M assachusetts - TR) Sankaty Head.

2. Massachusetts, Worcester County, Whitinsville, U.S. Post Office - Whitinsville
Main, 58 Church Street (10/15/87).

The town in which the Whitinsville Post Officeliesis Northbridge. Therefore,
listing should be as follows:

Massachusetts, Worcester County, Northbridge, U.S. Post Office- Whitinsville
Main, 58 Church Street.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. , - .- N
Sincerely,

Valerie A. Talmage

Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Commission
XCc: #'s 66 & 67 on attached sheet

VAT/kmh

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



