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The Arnwine Cabin, built between 1790 and 1820, is typical of the first dwellings 
built by the pioneers on the wilderness frontier in the Appalachians. The cabin 
was occupied continuously until well into the twentieth century, having been 
last inhabited by Aunt Jane and Aunt Pollyanna Arnwine. They died at an advanced 
age, having spent their entire lives in this small structure.

The cabin is a one-room log structure with a small loft, completely unfinished, 
which afforded a place for the children, often a dozen or more, to sleep. They 
reached the upstairs by means of a series of pegs driven in the wall in the 
south corner, leading to a small opening in the loft. The roof of the building 
is of hand split red oak similar to the original, and was made by Elmer Sherwood, 
a seventy year-old neighbor who knows many of the ways of the mountain men. These 
shingles, or boards as they are called in this area, will last from 25 to 30 
years if the sap is properly removed.

The flooring in the cabin is the thick puncheon flooring, made by the early 
pioneers, often with nothing but an ax, before the saw was introduced to the 
frontier. The stick and mud chimney is also typical of the early cabins. The 
chimneys were built deliberately leaning away from the house and propped by a 
long pole. T-he-/|the event the chimney caught fire, the pole would be hurriedly 
removed, allowing the chimney to fall away from the cabin, thus saving the house 
from the flames.

The cabin has a door and window in the front, and a door on one side
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The Arnwine Cabin, one of the buildings in John Rice Irwin's Museum of Appalachia, 
is an excellent example of the first frontier houses built in the area. The cabin 
vas built on the south bank of the Clinch River at a site which later came to be 
called Arnwine Town, although the "town" never consisted of more than a half- 
dozen cabins. The only attraction of this isolated community was a ford across 
the river, so located because the river was wide and shallow at this point. 
Arnwine Town was located a few miles north of the village of Liberty Hill in 
Grainger County, some 60 miles northeast of its present location. When Norris 
Dam was built by the Tennessee Valley Authority in 1936, Arnwine Town was inun­ 
dated, and this cabin was moved, it was reassembled at the Museum of Appalachia 
in 1967.

In most instances, the more industrious families would convert the first one-room 
house into a kitchen, and would add a "great" house to serve as the living quarters, 
Sometimes the earlier cabin would go to a son or daughter for their homes, while 
the parents would build a large log structure. In the case of the Arnwine family, 
however, the original cabin was passed from one generation to another.

Although the Arnwine Cabin is not on its original location, the significance of the 
building as an example of the type of early frontier cabins which have rapidly 
disappeared, is great enough to warrant its preservation and recognition.
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