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The CB&N Freight House was built in 1901. It is located on the north side of the
Dubuque Ice Harbor, in a low-lying industrial/commercial area. Rail spurs extend
along north and south sides of the building. A levee abuts the south property
line and serves as a docking facility for pleasure craft. The area contains three
former railroad freight houses, several tank farms, a sand and gravel operation,
and the former Diamond Jo Boat Store (NRHP).

The CB&N Freight House is approximately 300 feet long, and 34 feet wide. It is
of brick construction on a stone foundation. The building consists of two
clearly-defined elements: a two-story, 34'-square office block, with a one-story
warehouse attached to the east side and sharing a brick wall.

-.The: facades.of the office:block: are divided into two bays by engaged'brick piers
.t which.rise to the level: of the parapet, which is corbelled out slightly from the
exterior wall plane. Second floor windows are 2/2 d.h.s., paired beneath wide
segmental brick arches. On the first story, window openings are set very high
in the walls, at a level above the entrances on the south and west sides. These
windows consists of two rows of 8 lights each, set within wide segmental arches.
A stairhall occupies the south half of the first floor, with two offices on the

north side. On the second floor are two rooms and a waiting area.

The warehouse walls are divided into 15 bays by flat, engaged brick piers. On the
south side, wide loading doors, each with a segmentally-arched, 16-light transom,
alternate with high windows of the same form as the door transoms. This pattern
is more varied on the north side, where several bays feature pairs of tall, narrow,
round-arched. windows.' The gable’roof 0of the warehouse has a very shallow pitch.
The eaves extend about three feet beyond the plane of the walls and are supported
on plain triangular.brackets. Several loading docks remain-on the south side.

The warehouse is one long room, with a row of 8" x 10" posts supporting the ridge-
board, and tongue-in-groove flooring. A wide loading door on the east end has
been filled in.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is locally significant as an artifact from Dubuque's railroad
history, and more recently as a focal point of the community's awareness of

its past. Built
the CB&N freight
companies in the
hub of the city.
Illinois Central
to the latter in

the 1890's.

in 1901, according to the St. Paul office of the railroad,

‘hodse was the third-and last freight house erected:by-railroad
Ice Harbor area -- historically the river and:rail tramsportation
The other two freight houses were built much earlier:
in 1872, the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul in 1874, with additions

Because the CB&N was the youngest and smallest of

the

the lines, it was subject to pressures from the other railroads, who monopolized
the railroad bridge and tunnel which permitted movement of trains across the

Mississippi River.

fortunate in this regard.

The location of the CB&N office so near the water was
River boats could unload, or load, cargo practically

at the freight house "doorstep', and the CB&N got around the problem of moving
cars across the river by putting them on ferries which docked in the Ice Harbor.

More recently, the freight house has been associated with the last years of the

Dubuque Boat and Boiler Works.
having begun as the Iowa Iron Works in 1852.

War.

This company  had a: long history in:Dubuque,

Much of its business centered
around river transportation, the firm providing engines, boilers and other equip-
ment for steamboats, ferries, and even torpedo boats during the Spanish-American

Reorganized ‘and renamed the Dubuque Boat and Boiler Works in' 1906, the

company went on to produce water craft for the U.S. Coast Guard, Corps of Engineers,

and for the U.S. Navy during both World Wars.

For 20 years prior to the company's

closing in 1972, the Dubuque Boat and Boiler Works offices were located in the
west end of the CB&N freight house.

The freight house is now becoming the focus of a community project to establish
a museum of Mississippi River history, and to develop for leisure and tourism

this area of Dubuque.
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