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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Miller-Martin Town House is a frame structure with strong Gothic 
Revival influences and is situated on a magnolia shaded lot which slopes 
to the rear.

Due to the slope of the lot, the rear of the house has a brick basement 
which opens onto the rear gardens. The two upper floors of the house are 
covered with wood siding which measures 10M on the facade and 6" for the 
remainder of the house.

The roof is gabled and has a large gothic pediment centered on the 
facade. In the center of the pediment are double glass doors leading to 
a second floor balcony, which is surrounded by iron grill work. The doors 
are flanked by side lites and surmounted by a transom. A lancet shaped 
vent is located above the doorway.

The central entrance consists of double doors framed by pilasters, 
side lites and a transome of etched glass. Iron grillwork is used as 
ornamentation under the roof of the porch which is supported by six square 
wooden columns on brick piers. Originally this porch extended only the 
width of the gable above but in 1915 it was enlarged to its present size.

Four double hung,six over six windows are symetrically placed across 
the front of the house. The windows are nine feet in height and have 
shutters. The two outer windows have wooden canopies.

There are four end-interior chimneys and originally there were three 
imported Italian marble mantels, only one of which remains and is located 
in the living room.

The interior divisions of the two main floors consist of four rooms 
and a central hall per floor. The central hallway on the main floor 
contains two stairways, one located twOard the rear of the hall leads to 
the upper floor and the other, which is located in the front of the hall, 
descends to the basement.

The hand painted murals are located on the ceilings of the entrance 
hall, the parlor and the dining room.

In addition to the changes in the front porch the only major structural 
change has been the widening and enclosing of the rear porch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Miller-Mart in Town House is one of approximately ten remaining 
pre-civil war homes still standing in Clayton. Built by John H. Miller 
as a town house in 1859, it is an early example of Gothic Revival influence 
in the state.

John H. Miller was among the early settlers who migrated to Barbour 
County in the early 1830*s. He and his wife came from Orangeburg, South 
Carolina bringing with them a number of slaves and other belongings to the 
Cowikee settlement in the northern part of Barbour County. Miller acquired 
a large number of acres about five miles west of Clayton on the Texasville 
Road. Here he built a large home and a church which served the duel 
purpose of church and school. A prosperous settlement developed which 
was given the name Tabernacle, probably for the Old Tabernacle settlement 
in the South Carolina area from which the Millers originally came.

After several years of residence at Tabernacle, Miller purchased a 
tract of land in the town of Clayton, the county seat of Barbour and a 
trading center for the lower part of the county. There on the Clayton- 
Louisville Road, he built a large town house.

The murals which are painted on the ceilings of three rooms were 
thought to have been painted by an artist named Massillon who painted a 
portrait of one of the Millers at the time that the house was being planned

With the advent of the Civil War and its aftermath the Miller family 
was forced to sell the house in 1871 to Judge Henry Clinton Russell, then 
Probate Judge of Barbour County. His wife Ella Lore Russell was a member 
of the Lore family, prominent in the affairs of Barbour County.

The house has been owned by several families since the Russells. In 
1915 the house was sold to John Council Martin, a prominent farmer and merciant 
in Clayton, who served as mayor from 1926 to 1930. The house is now owned 
by his daughter, Mrs. W. D. Anderson.
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Material in possession of Gates Carraway, Clayton, Mabama.
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Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
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