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The Rudolph Latto House is a large two and one half storey brick residence
situated on an expansive corner lot at the southwest corner of the intersection
of Seventh and Ramsey Streets in Hastings, Constructed in 1880-81, it typifies
the transition of architectural design from the earlier Italianate to the
Eastlake style, This transition is evident in the incorporation of the one
and two storey bay windows, bracketted cornice and truncated hip roof with the
irregular plan and the "gingerbread" of the later Victorian. These late
Victorian features include turned porch posts, spindlework portiers, geometric
panels and knobs attached to flat surfaces, and elaborate millwork gable
decoration, The highly intricate front gable rises above the ridge of the main
roof to convey an impression of attenuated verticality in this facade, 1In
actuality, the gable is a high dormered porch which opens into the attic space,
It is decorated with turned columns, fretwork-like barges, and a pendent., The
roof boasts two metal finials, -

Originally a single family residence, the Latto House was given to the
City of Hastings in 1914 for use as a hospital, At that time changes were made
to the original facility. No changes with the exception of the enclosure of
the rear porches have been made to the exterior, and therefore, the building
has retained original design integrity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
P i
-~-.  The Rudolph Latto House is significant due to its transitional Eastlake
style of architecture. The residence was constructed in 1830-81 by Mr. Rudolph
Latto, president of the German American bank in Hastings.

At the time of his death Mr, Latto willed his home to the City of Hastings
to be used as a hospital., In 1914 the hospital opened its doors after making
several modifications to the structure., These modifications were paid for with
a $10,000 gift from Mr, Latto's estate. -

Today the building is used by the City as a board and care home.

After many years of use and several modifications the Latto residence
is still an excellent example of the transitional mode of the Eastlake style

of architecture.
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