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The Grafton Depot was built by the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad 
following the architectural lines of their depot plan, "Bridge and Building 
Department 24/ by 60' Passenger and Freight Depot Type 1901." It is a two 
story, gable? roof frame building with original clapboards made from native 
timber cut six inches wide. The roof, also original, is covered with wood 
shingles. Decorative roof brackets are found at regular intervals under the 
eaves. The foundation is of brick and cement, and there are two inside end 
chimneys made of brick.

The shape of the building, which is arranged symmetrically, is in the form of 
a central block with one wing. The first floor of the central block contains 
the waiting room and ticket office. The second floor contained the living 
quarters for the agent consisting of two bedrooms, a sitting room and a kitchen. 
The wing contains a one-floor freight room.

The first floor waiting room and ticket office appears to contain the original 
oak floors, wainscoting and millwork. The second floor living quarters have 
been altered over the years with modern wall and floor coverings over the original 
oak floors and wainscoting.

A 1909 picture shows that there was a wood platform surrounding the depot which 
has since been removed. The chimneys were also rebuilt at one point and 
apparently the freight door was shifted from the east to the west side in the 
early days of the station.

The architect's drawings indicate that there may have been finials and gable 
end brackets at one time. The changes to this building have been minor, however, 
and a look at the architect's drawings and the 1909 picture show that the build­ 
ings has really changed remarkably little since it was first conceived by the 
architect,

A citizens group, Grafton Community Action, has recently obtained title to the 
depot in order to turn it into a public living museum, one to keep alive the 
memories and history of the past 100 years. The citiarj^s of our community plan 
to restore the building to its original condition. The 'railroad is working 
closely with us on this project and they have promised to furnish us many 
artifacts. There is also the remote possibility of obtaining an old steam 
locomotive! The Worth County Historical Society has shown great interest in 
helping on this project. Community and county enthusiasm is very great.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Grafton Depot is significant as a well preserved type of building that is 
rapidly vanishing as more and more railroads are abandoned and their old depots 
removed or allowed to deteriorate. It is also significant in its ties with the 
founding and continued existence of the town of Grafton,

Grafton owes its ties and existence to the railroad. The Mason City to Austin line 
was started in 1870, but Grafton was not founded until 1878, when a Mr. White sur­ 
veyed and plotted out the town for what was then the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul 
Railroad. By fall of 1878, the railroad line was completed and the town not only 
had a railroad station, but also a post office, saloon, dwelling house and other 
miscellaneous buildings.

The railroad (which is represented physically by the depot) has always played a 
significant role in the events of our community. Livestock sold for slaughter had 
to be sent by rail. Grain sales from our elevators were sent and continues to be 
sent by rail. Our fuel, coal and oil, was brought into the community by rail. 
So was freight, dry goods, hardware, groceries, fruits and vegetables. Our whole 
commerce depended on the rail and the depot agent!

Many of our senior citizens of today were first introduced to our community when 
they stepped off the passenger trains and entered the depot. Service men, leaving 
to fight in "The Great War" left via our depot. The passenger train was the way of 
life for many years to the community. In addition, much of the communication 
received by citizens of Grafton was handled by Western Union telegraph, which was 
part of the service provided by the railroad through the depot and its agent.

This depot was one of the last of the small town depots to close in Iowa (October, 
1974) and a whole era of history temporarily closed with it.
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