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1. Name of Property
historic name_ Tashmoo Springs Pumping Station

other names/site nunnber Tisbury Waterworl<s Spring Building

2. Location

street & number 325 West Spring Street not for publication
city or town Tisbury vicinity
state Massachusetts .code MA county_Diikes_ .code 007 zip code 02568

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this B'nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

Q' meets * does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide Sa'locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets * does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

lonal Park Service Certification
hereby certify that this property is: if the Keeper Date of Action
| entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Tashmoo Springs Pumping Station
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private X. building(s)
X public-local _ district
_ public-State __ site
__ public-Federal __ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing."

HIA

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
INDIJSTRY/PROCFSSING/EXTRACTION:
waterworks
GOVFRNMFNT: public works
RECREATION: sports facility/playground

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN: Colonial revival

Narrative Description

Dukes, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
3 Q .building
sites
structures
objects
12 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT/NOT IN USF

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE: CONCRETE
walls BRICK: WQQD

roof. ASBESTOS

Other WOOD; STONE- granite

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION
Introduction

The Tashmoo Springs Pumping Station complex includes naturd features, martmeade dterations to other natura feetures,
and buildingsand structures associated with the water supply for the Town of Tisbury on the idand of Marthas Vineyard.
Of primary interest is a Late Victorian, nominaly Colonia Revival-style, Wi-story building, which was congructed in
1887 as pat of the Vineyard Haven Water Company's water supply infrastructure. The brick building rexson an L-
shaped footprint, features granite window and door lintels, and is topped by atall, hipped roof with four dormers. A
tapered, fifty-foot brick sack flanksthe structure on the north devation. The building and assodated maintenance and
water-supply structures are located on a picturesque parcd of land on the southern shore of Lake Tashmoo. The Pumping
Station is in poor condition but retains a high degree of integrity. All machinery and equipment hes beaen removed from
the building.

Setting

Tisbury occupies West Chop, one of two points of land on the north end of Marthas Vineyard, an idand off the southem
coedt of Cgpe Cod. The Pumping Station Sts a the south end of Lake Tashmoo, which is a dtwater leke that extends
from itsinlet on Vineyard Sound south dong the west Sde of Tisbury. The lake is ussd by town residents for recreationd
purposes, ad is sgparated from a freshwater reservoir on the Pumping Station lot by a grass-covered dike. Tal trees
border the west dde of the reservoir, and a grass pathway digned on a drainage essement extends from Lake Tashmoo
dong the eadt dde of the reservoir. The north devation of the pumping dation is postioned a the south end of the
reservoir and is clearly visible from the lake (Photo 1). The Pumping Station is accessed from State Road by awinding
paved access road bordered with mature trees, with three-foot tall wooden pods providing a guide. The Siate Road
entrance is flanked by a pair of rough sone pillars, goproximatey six feet high. The parcd contains arolling topography
with open meedows, and anatura amphitheetre is located north of the roadway, shortly after entering the property. Picnic
tables stuated neer the reservoir indicate that the arealis usad for recreation today.

The Tashmoo Springs Pumping Station property hes a boundary of convenience that encomypeasses gpproximatdy 18 acres
of land containing the Pumping Station and a cluster of utilitarian resources around it. A number of induded dements
historically contributed to the function of the building as awaterworks facility, including the reservoir, dike, and a portion
of the southern shordine of Lake Tashmoo. The boundary follows and includes a drainage easament that runs dong the
et dde of the structures, northward from the complex to the lake. Contributing resources include a 1919 garage ad

early 20"-century shed gpproximately 50 feet to the eadt of the pumping station, aca. 1924 valve cover goproximately ten

feet west of the northwest corner of the pumping station, and a 1924 intake tank located approximatdy 75 feet west of

the building. A noncontributing, modern, temporary meta sorage unit is located adjacent to the higtoric shed. The
pumping dation faces eedt toward the garage and is surrounded by atemporary chain-link fence.  An goproximatdy ten-

foot degp former cod bunker with gone retaining walls aouts the south devation of the building. The land dopes
upward from the south sde of the pumping station and intake tank to awooded hill southwest of the buildings.

A graved driveway intersects with the paved aoocess road southeast of the pumping sation and provides aocess to the
pumping station, garage, and sheds (Photo 2). The pumping gation property iswell-maintained overall, but the pumping

(continued)
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dation building is unused, deteriorating, and covered with thick brush. A former engineer's house (1914), currently used
& the Tisbury Waterworks office, is located aop a hill near the northeestern terminus of the paved driveway ad
approximatey 200 feet eedt of the pumping station, garage, and shed. Although the Engineer's House is assodaed with
the property, it is not part of the collection of utilitarian buildingsused as part of the water distribution sysem and is
therefore outside the boundary of the present nomination.

Exterior

The Tashmoo Springs Pumping Station is a smple expression of the Late Victorian, Colonid Reviva syle. The 112
gory, rectangular, brick building hes an irregular L-shaped footprint comprised of the main block built in 1887; an
approximately 50-foot-high brick chimney dack; arectangular, one-story, brick, rear addition condructed in 1907, and a
rectangular, one-gtory, wood, dde ell added in 1930 (Photos 3-5). The original 1887 building is five bays long by two
bays wide and hes a stegply-pitched hipped roof with pairs of hipped dormers on the eest and west dopes The dack is
located a the west end of the south elevation of the building. It hes a square brick bese and tapering brick wallswith a
cast concrete cap. The 1907 addition is atached to the south end of the west (rear) devation and is covered by a shed
roof. The origina building and 1907 addition havefieldstone foundations and brick walls laid in the American bond
pattern, with five courses of brick corbelling a the top. The roofs were sheathed in agbetos tile ingtdled in 1928 ad
aranged in adiamond pattern, with barrd-shaped tiles & roof hips and ridges. A painted wood ogee molding ornaments
the dight overhang of the roofs. The 1930 sde ell istwo bays long by two bays wide ad is atached across the north
eevation of the origina building. It is congtructed of a cament block foundation and wood-framewalls dad in coursed
wood shingles. The roof hes the same roof cladding as the rest of the building, open eaves and a painted plank fascia
Ornament islimited to plank cornerboards and trim.

Fenedtration throughout the building condsts primarily of single, original, 2/2, double-hung wood sash windows st
within rectangular openings. Openings in the masonry sections of the building have flush quarry-faced granite lintelsand
end-course brick sills. The windows remain in good condition. The windows in the 1930 dde el have smple plank
cadngs and dightly protruding plank sills. All of the window openings on the 1930 sde €ll, one window opening on the
facade of the origina building, and one window opening on the north eevation of the 1907 addition are covered with
plywood on the exterior. One plywood-covered two-light window is located a& grade on the north end of the west
elevation.

A variety of entry doors and service hatches are built into the pumping station. A one-gtory, one-bay-by-one-bay endosed
entrance vestibule with a hipped roof, added to the original building in 1932, projects from the facade (east elevation).
This entrance contains awood door with four pands benegth afanlight. A secondary entrance, located a the south end of
the faBade, is covered with plywood but retains awood door on the interior, with a nine-light top section over two short
pands. Double doors located a the south end of the 1930 sde ell facade sarve as a loading dock bay. These doors are
congtructed of painted, vertical plank. One additional entrance located on the south eevation provides aooess between the
building and the adjacent cod bunker. The door ismissing, but aged lintel remains. Two arched cast-iron ash dean-out
doors are st iniron frames with iron hinges a grade on the west (rear) eevation of the 1907 addition.

(continued)
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The Pumping Station hes been in poor structural condition. The upper portion of the brick stack, the walls of the 1907
addition, and the main roof had been failing. Water infiltration hes ds0 caussd damegeto exterior wood trim and the lass
of mortar and brick from portions of the exterior. In 2008 a Massechusetts Preservation Projects Fund emagency grant
hes funded a new roof for the entire building in a pattern replicating the 1928 design. The project hes dso addressed
masonry repairs.

Interior

The interior of the Pumping Station retains many historic features but is in poor condition. No origina geam boilersor
pumping equipment remain in the structure. The interior plan contains four rectangular rooms, including an Engine
Room, Boiler Room, and Pumping Equipment Room on the first fioor level, and one room on the second floor (attic) leve
of the original section of the building. (See atached plans)

The main entrance on the eadt fabade opensto a amall vestibule with a painted plagter ceiling, painted plagter walls, ad
plain wood window surrounds. A short flight of painted cast concrete gairs descends into a 510-square-foot Engine
Room located in the north two-thirds of the original 1837 building. The Engine Room is congtructed of a concrete deb
floor ingdled in 1932, painted brick walls, and a late 20*-century drop-pand ceiling suspended severd feet bdow an
earlier painted plywood pand ceiling. A rectangular cistern with a historic, approximatdy eight-foot-high endaosure is
dtached to the north wall of the room (Photo 6). The cistern endosure is congtructed of a brick basg, plank walls, and a
plank ceiling. The tops of the endosure walls are ornamented with wood molding. The cigtern is accessble from a
vertical-plank door located a itswest end and awindow opening with double doors on the opposite end. The southwest
corner of the Engine Room contains electrical equipment endosed within a plastered partition, with ased mesh door on
the north partition wall and asted pand door on the eedt partition wall. The floor of the pump room is occupied by non-
historic cagt-iron water mains, vaves, and a centrifugal pump connected to a large eectric motor. A short flight of cast-
concrete gepsand afour-panel wood door is located a the et end of the south wall that ascends into the Boiler Room.

The Boiler Room is located a the south end of the pumping station in the original 1887 section of the building. The room
meeaures 310 square feet and is open to the 140 square-foot 1907 addition a its west end. The wall that originally
sparated the Boiler Room from this addition is not extant but the line of thewall isvisible in the masonry; the floor of the
addition is approximatdy six inches higher. The Boiler Room has concrete debfl oorsadded in 1932, painted brick walls,
and painted, damped ged ceiling pands applied in 1915 over the original plagter and lath ceiling (Photo 7). A double-
hung, 2/2, wood-sash window pierces the brick wall between the Boiler and Engine rooms. A cad-iron ladder that
provides access to the attic leve istied into the wall and ceiling above, but is ungable because the ged ceiling and second
floor deck are deteriorating, rendering the second floor not accessble A wood-plank loading dock and garway are
located on the eest wall of the room. The south wall hes an uncovered doorway open to the exterior and a bricked-in
circular pipe hole that formerly connected to the exterior chimney. The west (rear) wall of the room, which is part of the
1907 addition, isfailing and is partialy open to the exterior.

The 410 square-foot Pumping Equipment Room is located on the north sde of the Engine Room inthe 1930 €ll. Ithesa
poured concrete floor and plaster and lath walls that rest on concrete knee walls. The original plaster and lath celling hes
ben covered by a late 20"-century drop ceiling. The south wall of the room is the masonry former exterior wall of the
Engine Room, which retains three original window openings. Fenestration includes a 2/2, double-hung, wood sseh

(continued)
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window inthe center of the wall and two segmentd-arched windows to either side of the double-hung window that were
originaly located a grade. One of these openings hes been filled in with brick. Circulation between the Engine and
Pumping Equipment rooms is provided by a four-pandl door a each end of the former exterior wall. The west door is
blocked off on the Pumping Equipment Room side. The eedt door is accessble from concrete Segps inthe Engine Room
and wood geps inthe Pumping Equipment Room. In addition to the failing Boiler Room addition wall, the ceilings are
falling, and dl of theinterior paint is peding heavily.

Outbuildings
Garage (1919), Contributing Building

A west-facing, one-bay-by-three-bay, one-gtory garage that matches the aesthetic of the pumping sation is located across
the grave driveway. The garage is congructed of brick pier-and-spandrd walls laid in a sretcher bond pettern, on a
concrete dab foundation (Photo 8). It hes a moderady pitched, overhanging, asphat-clad hip roof with expossd and
shgped wood rafter tails. Origina painted-wood double doors are centered on the facade (west devation). Each door is
divided into sx rectangular pands of equa sze by horizontal and vertical wood plank members that are nailed over
diagond planks. The north and south devations each contain three original sted awning windows st within rectangular
openings with flush concrete lintels. The eadt (rear) devation of the garage is blank. The garage is st back
approximately five feet from the driveway. Irregularly shaped stone pavers extend from the driveway to the double doors.
The garage hes not been significantly dtered and isin good condition.

Shed (Early 2" Century), Contributing Building

An gpproximately seven-feet-wide-by-fifteen-feet-long, rectangular, one-story, wood-frame shed is located immediately
north of the garage (Photo 8). It faceswest and hes the same satback from the driveway as the garage. The shed hes a
concrete dab foundation; walls clad in wood shingles and a moderatdy pitched, overhanging front-gable roof with

exposad wood rafter tails. The roof is dad in aghdt shingles. Original, painted-wood double doors are centered on the

facade (west elevation). The doors are congtructed of painted, narrow vertical planks supported by planks aranged in an
"X" pattern & the bottom. One original, 2/2, double-hung wood sseh window is located in the center of the eedt (rear)

devation and the sde devations are blank. Alterationsto the building include the remova of a wood vent cupola ad

replacament of origind roof cladding.

Intake Tank (1924), Contributing Structure
An east-west-oriented, approximately 10-foot wide by 40-foot long, rectangular concrete tank is located to the west (rear)
of the pumping gation (Photo 9). The tank is Sited roughly parallel to south edge of the reservoir and is digned with the

center of the pumping station. Thetop of thetank is seded and is exposad three feet ebove grade. A short section of pipe
rises up two feet from the center of thetank. Thetank isnot currently used, and is partially covered with vines.

(continued)
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Valve Cover (ca. 1924), Contributing Object

An octagond concrete cover over a hole in the ground formerly used for accessto a pump vave is located gpproximately
ten feat from the north end of the west (rear) eevation of the pumping station (Photo 5). The vave cover conddts of a
anocth concrete beee rising one foot above grade and an gpproximatdy three-inch-thick concrete cgp congtructed with
larger aggregate than the base. The valve cover was probably congructed in 1924, when the intake tank was installed.

Temporary Sorage Unit (Late2"™ Century), Non-Contributing Structure
An approximatdy eight-foot-tall, one-bay, temporary metd gorage unit usad for maintenance equipment is located

adjacent to the early 20"-century shed (Photo 8). It hes a flat roof, corrugated metd siding, and double doors on the
faQade (west elevation).

Dike (1930s), Contributing Site
A manmeade earthen dike was congructed aong the southern end of Lake Tashmoo in 1938-1939 to protect the Pumping
Station and the purity of the lake's water. This was prompted by earlier hurricanes that cut through a sandber, rendering

the water brackish. The dike was subsequently rip-rapped and hes protected the location from rising waters due to sorm
Urges.

Access Road (ca. 1887), Contributing Structure
Leading into the Pumping Station complex from State Road, this paved roadway is bordered in places by wooden stumps
that provide guidance a night and during bad weather. The road runs to the Engineer's House (not pat of this
nomination), with agrave driveway leading to the Pumping Station complex itsalf.

Entrance Pillars (ca. 1887), Contributing Object

A pair of gone pillars on ether dde of the access road a the State Road entrance. Approximately six feet high, their
rough gppeerance is gppropriate for thislocation.

Reservoir (1938-1939), Contributing Site
This gpproximatdy three-acre body of water was cregted from Lake Tashmoo following a number of hurricanes ad
heavy sormsthat breeched the Lake's borders and threatened the purity of the drinking water for the town. It is separated
from the lake itsaf by the aforementioned dike.

Intake and Outtake Structures, Contributing Structures (2)

Locaed undawaer near the dike, these structures regulate the movement of water between Lake Tashmoo and the
reservoir.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are known on the pumping station property, stes may be present. Five ancient

dtes ae recorded in the generd aea (within one mile), including the Tashmoo Springs ste (19-DK-109) located

immediately to the west and northwest of the pumping station. The Tashmoo Springs site hes not been systematicdly

tested but hes bean collected by a number of local collectors. The dte is a multi-component Ste containing diagnogtic
artifacts spanning the Middle Archaic through Late Woodland periods. The site dso contains chipping debris and fire-

cracked rock. Ste examination leve testing may contribute evidence that the Site extends onto the nominated property.

Environmentd characteristics of the pumping dation represant locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to
wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of Native stes The pumping gation is located on an excessively drained,

levedl to moderatdy doping terrace on the southeagstern shore of Lake Tashmoo. A reservoir fed by Tashmoo Sorings is
located between the lake and the pumping station. Soils on the nominated property are sandy, formed in glacia outwash

on outwash plains. Vineyard Haven Harbor and Lagoon Pond lie gpproximately 15 miles eest ofthe pumping station.

The areais located within the Idands watershed.  In spite of the above information, the potentia for locating significant
ancient dgtesinthe digtrict is moderate.  Congruction of the pumping station, garage, outbuildings, intake tank, dike, and

piping on the amdl parcd (less than one acre) would have adversdy affected the integrity or destroyed modt dtes that

were present in the arean Smdler archaeologica features and isolated artifact distributions may survive.

A high potentid exigs for locating historic archaeologica resources in the district. While the West Chop was sdttled in
the late 17* century, settlement remained goarse until the 19* century. Only three families inhabited the area until the late
18" and early 19" century. Mogt of the West Chop area was ussd as shegp pasture throughout the period. No extant
homes or potentid archaeologica dtes are known for the West Chop locde until the late 19* century and the development
of the area as a summe resort.  While historic archaeologica resources that predate the pumping gation may survive,
congruction of the existing facility would have desroyed mog of those potentiad resources. Historic archaeologica
resources assodiated with the extant pumping station may, however, survive on the nominated property. Survivas of mid
19*-through early-20*-century engineering and congruction features associated with the extant facility may exis.
Structurd and artifact remains of temporary facilities used during congtructon of the facility or below-ground components
of aurface facilitiesthat can only be viewed inan archaeologica context may survive on the property. Structurd evidence
of outbuildings and archaeologica evidence of occupationd rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells), especidly trash
aress asndiated with the operation of the facility, may dso exist on the property.

(end)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Summary

The Tashmoo Springs Pumping Station is significant as the earliet known waterworks built on Marthas Vineyard, as the
first water supply facility in Tisbury proper, and as an essertiad  component to its growth as a summer resort. Itisdso an
example of the lae 19*- and early 20"-century public infrastructure water supply sysems deveoped throughout the
United States The nomination's boundary encompeassss three contributing buildings, five contributing structures, one
noncontributing structure, and two dtes rdated to the devdopment and operation of the waterworks facility. The
pumping station is digible for listing inthe Nationa Regider of Historic Faces a the local level under Criteria A and C.

Under Criterion A, the pumping station embodies the technologica advancaments and concern for improved quality of
life, specificaly in the areas of sanitation and public safety, that occurred throughout the country inthe late 19* century.
The gation was congructed as a regponse to, and to provide for, the economic, recregtiond, and physica growth of the
town of Tisbury. Private investor Orson G. Stanley magterminded the cregtion of the Tashmoo Pumping Station facility
and extended waterworks. The Tashmoo waterworks supported the development of a resort community in the north end
of Tisbury between 1888 and 1892 and dso provided increesed fire protection after an 1833 blaze devagtated Vineyard
Haven, the town center. The 1905 town purchase of this waterworks demondrates the late 19*- and eaxly 20*-century
trend towards the establishment of large public hedth and public works projects. Under Criterion C, the pumping station
is a good representative of the late 19*-century waterworks building type that cdebrated its function and recognized its
importance to the community. The building is in poor structura condition, but it retains a high degree of integrity of
location, desgn, materids, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.  The period of significance begins in 1887
when the pumping station was erected, and endsin 1958, the Nationd Regiger fifity-year cutoff datefor eligibilty.

Devdopment of Tisbury, Tashmoo Spring, and the Tashmoo Spring Pumping Station

Tashmoo Sporings Pumping Station drew water from Tashmoo Spring a the head of Lake Tashmoo, one of severd former
stwater inlets that line the northern shore of the idand of Marthas Vineyard. These water features are products of the
Laurentide Ice Shest and subssqueant geologica eveants that began 250,000 yeers before presant (ybp). The lce Shet
deposted atermina moraine and outwash plain of sand and boulders that formsthe Marthas Vineyard landmass. Low-
lying badns were arested where glacia action hed dug into the pre-glacid clays below the moraine. Rising s levels
subsequently filled these inlets, and shore currents formed sandbarsthat dosed them off from the saa to cregte freshwater
ponds. The day depodts beow the glacial till congtricted the flow of groundwater in the otherwise porous idand to creete
sorings in low-lying arees (Allen and Elbow 2006:2; Chamberlan 1964:184; Ritchie 1969:2; Tisbury Waer Works July
2006:1).

Tashmoo Spring was an important landmark for Native Americans and European settlers during and after white settlement
of the idand in 1641, and it was usad as a landmark in determining the current bounds of Tisbury. The name 'Tashmoo'
is a corruption of the Pockanocket or Wampanoag term Kuuttashimmoo, or 'at the great spring' (Banks 1911:6). In 1641,
Sacham Towanticut, whose territory included the spring and Lake Tashmoo, subdivided his land amongs two sub-
sschams and himself by walking a line from a spring a the head of Lagoon Pond to Tashmoo Spring.  Sub-sacham Ponit
inherited the land north of this line, historically referred to as Holmes Hole Neck (later West Chop), which included all of

(continued)
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the land beween Lagoon Pond and Lake Tashmoo that is now Tisbury. When Tisbury was incorporated in 1671, its
bounds included the present town of West Tisbury, but excluded the Neck, which was divided from the rest of the area by
Towanticut's line, dso referred to as "the English lyne [sic]" (Banks 1911:16). This areapersged as a quas-independent
region until 1673, when Governor Thomas Mayhew (1593-1682) annexed the entire neck to the Town of Tisbury (Allen
and Elbow 2006; Banks 1911:3,4, 7).

Attempts had been madeto purchase land from Native Americans north of the English line on Holmes Hole Neck as early
& 1664, but the first parmanatt settlement was not mede until 1674, when Issec Chasg, a 24 year old blackamith, inn-
holder, and ferryman, sattled inthe area. His public house was located in Vineyard Haven, then Holmes Hole, neer the
ferry dock for boats between Famouth and Tisbury. Chasewas followed by Thomas West in 1682 and by Edward Cottle
in 1695. These three familieswere the only inhabitants of the area until about 1700 (Adams and Rayburn 2006; Banks
1911:10).

Despite Mayhew's 1673 annexation of the neck. Holmes Hole Neck residents felt themsdves to be a sgparate community
from Tisbury, and the expanson of whaling and associated maritime port industries highlighted the digtinctions between
the two communities in the 18 and 19* centuries. As a result, Towanticut's boundary and the Tasimoo Springs
regppeared in the written record in 1682, when Holmes Hole residents separated themsdves as a digtrict from the rest of
Tisbury with a"line drawn from the Stepping Stone [at the heed of Lagoon Pond] to Cuteshmoo [Tashmoo] Spring . . ."
and in 1685, when court-gppointed arbitrators affirmed that the boundaries of Holmes Hole Neck were "set by Towonticut
by afut [sic] pah which goes from weakuttockquayah [the spring a the heed of Lagoon Pond] unto cuttashiimmoo
[Tashmoo Spring]" (Banks 1911:7, 31). The Neck and the village of Vineyard Haven perssed as a quad-independent
district until 1892, when Tisbury was formally divided into two towns by the sate legidature. Holmes Hole Neck, dso
known as West Chop, took on the name of Tisbury, while the inland regions became West Tisbury. Towanticut's line and
Tashmoo Springs perdst in the present-day boundaries of Tisbury (Tisbury Tercentenary Committee 1971:47).

The population of Tisbury grew modestly throughout the 18" and early 19" centuries, with an economy based on farming
and fishing. By the late 18 century, aroad (now Main Street on West Chop) was built dong the eest shore of West Chop
northward from Main Sret in Vineyard Haven Village. By the mid 19" 'century, Marthas Vineyard was famous for its
whaling cgotains who sdled all over the world.  Although it was not large enough to be home to whaling ships, the
protected harbor & Vineyard Haven was a busy port inthe 19* century and the village included approximately 80 houses
by 1807. During this period, West Chop remained goarsdy settled, due in part to its remote location, and dso to the
sngle ownership by the Chase family, who used Wes Chop primarily as shegp padure (Adams and Rayburn 2006;
Massachusetts Historical Commission [MHC] 1984:7).

By the late 19* century, a spectacular town fire and devdopment pressures from the nasoent tourist industry on the idand

highlighted the nesd for an improved Tisbury water supply. In August of 1883, the Great Fire burned mogt of the village
of Tisbury to the ground. The use of handpumped wells and bucket brigades proved inadequate to extinguish such a

large blaze, resulting in the destruction of the medtinghouse, 32 homes, 26 gores, 12 barns, two gables and ahaness

factory — the fire's source (Banks 1911:79).

Tisbury's economic bese had shifted from whaling to land-based factories as whaling declined after 1845. The arrival of
regular geamship service to the idand and agrowing regiona market for recreational activity hed precipitated tourism in

(continued)
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Tisbury as early as 1873, when a small colony of musicians had crested a summer community for themsdves By the
1880s, hotd and land speculation in Tisbury had been growing, increasing the need for reliable residentia water supplies.
In particular, the previoudy isolated region of West Chop eanaged as an important resort aaea Methodist camp
mestings, a key factor in shaping the idand's popularity as a summer resort, had first been hdd & West Chop in the
amme of 1827. Investors tried and failed to deveop this sandy bluff in three attempts between 1872 (under the name
Cedar Bluff) and 1886. In 1887-1888, the West Chop Land Company bought over one square mile of land in the West
Chop region and developed comprehensive plans for converting the isolated arealinto aresort community with large house
lots, meandering gredts, a bathing beach, wharf, dubhouse, and recreationd facilities (Adams and Rayburn 2006; Banks
1911:79; MHC 1984:10, 12).

The Tashmoo Sorings Pumping Station and its assodiated water supply system were established in 1837 & the ingtigation
of Oreen G. Sanley, who had come to the Vineyard in 1836 to visit Harry A. Castdlo, with whom he hed previoudy
ingtalled awaterworksin Colorado. Recognizing the growing market for water on the idand and the relationship between
water supplies and economic growth, the two men, together with a group of Boston investors and Tisbury natives Capt.
Leander C. Owen and son William Barry Owen, founded the Vineyard Haven Water Company with capita of $75,000.
The Acts and Resolves of Massachusatts (1886) permitted the incorporation of O.G. Stanley, B.C. Moore, A. Costello,
W.B. Owen, and L.O. Johnson "for the purpose of supplying the inhabitants of that portion of the Town of Tisbury known
& Vineyard Haven with water . . ." and provided the town with "the right, & any time, to take by purchase . . . property
and al rights and privilegesof Vineyard Haven Water Company” (Bermudes 1979). Cagtdlo served s president of the
new corporation and Sanley was treasurer. O.G. Stanley's name gppeared prominently in period accounts as the manager
of congruction for the pumping station, water mains, and assodiated gtructures (Hough 1936:231).

The two corporations, the West Chop Land Company and the Vineyard Haven Water Company, ssamn to have been

backed by groups of the same investors. While Stanley and Castello's names gppear prominently as company officers for
the latter, locd papers reported that "the syndicate of Boston capitdists who are putting inthe water works [arg] . . . the
same gentlemen who compose the West Chop Land Company” and that "an enterprise of (this) magnitude [the Water

Company] would not have been underteken did not its promoters intend, in their capacity as a land company, to take
active meeaures for extending the damand for water by building up the territory which they hold" (Hough 1936:232;

MVH September 1887; Railton 2006:158). These "gentlemen” were presumably Charles C. Jackson, Sigghen Minot

Wed, and William Minat, J., of the Boston area, who had bankrolled the purchase of the West Chop land. Mention of
the Water Company gppears in the promotiona literature of the Land Company and William B. Owen, aVineyard native
practicing law in Bogton, gppears on both the Articles of Incorporation for the Water Company and es sdlling agent for the
Land Company (Adams and Rayburn 2006).

After incorporation, the Vineyard Haven Water Company bought 30 acresof land surrounding Tashmoo Spring and along
the lakeshore. Laying pipe, plumbing houses, andinstalling hydrants was carried on through the fall of 1887 and the
Pumping Sation was activated on November 30, 1887. Thetotal cost for the system was$48,300. As built, the hipped-
roofed brick structure contained two ground floor rooms. a 310-square-foot Boiler Room on the south end and a 510-
sguare-foot Engine Room at the north end. The Boiler Room contained two coal-fired steam boilers whose exhaust
vented into a 50-foot-tall, double-walled brick stack attached to the south end of the Pumping Sation. The Engine Room
contained two steam pumps, a Blake model and a duplex compound Washington model, each fitted with Worthington Jet
condensers. This was the earliest known waterworks built on Martha's Vineyard (Hough 1936:229-232; Martha's

(continued)
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Vineyard Herald [MVH] 6 October 1887, 20 October 1887, and 27 October 1887, 1 Decamber 18387; Railton 2006:289;
Tisbury Tercatenary Committee [TTC] 1971:44; Tisbury Town Report [TTR] 1895, 1906).

The Pumping Station was the mogt visible and technologicaly sophigticated portion of a water digtribution system that
extended from Lake Tashmoo to the village of Tisbury, gpproximately 2/2 miles distant. The pumps drew water from an
eight-foot well under the lake to an intake shed located just to the south of the Pumping Station on the lakeshore. Later
replaced by the extant concrete tank, this was a long, low gructure 38 feet in length and 10 feet in depth with an arched
roof. From the intake shed, water was pumped to a brick cistern inthe Pump Room, and from there was sat to a 50-foot
high riveted iron standpipe (not extant), located gpproximately 167 feet above sa leve on a hilltop to the west of the
Vineyard Haven village. Water then flowed eest though a network of underground pipes into the village and to the
devdopment & West Chop (Adams and Rayburn 2006). At the time of congruction, the sysem supplied two fire
hydrants, sdect private homes and a sandpipe for geam ships a Union Wharf (Hough 1936:231; MVH 20 July 1887,
October 1887, January 1888; Railton 2006:289).

Tisbury cdebrated the completion of the works and distribution sysem on December 15, 1887, and lauded Stanley as a
hero. The bendfits of the new water sysem were demondrated by the loca fire company, who gorayed water onto the
roof of the rebuilt Harness Factory. A song, "Tashmoo Spring Water," was written for the occasion. Locd boogersand
newgagpea's herdded the occasion as the dawn of anew ege for the town. Water quality and availability was animportant
pat of sdling Tisbury as adestination, and it was daimed that ""chemicd andyss hes brought to light the fact thet free
ue of Tashmoo Spring water in bathing the face removes tan and freckles' (MVH 16 December 1887). The Pumping
Station would sat the precedent for other period waterworks on Marthas Vineyard, including the seam-powered Oak
Bluffs Pumping Station (1890), which was located in a situation similar to that of the Tashmoo Springs Pumping Station,
but feeding from springs a the head of Lagoon Pond in Osk Bluffs (Hough 1936:231; Jacobson 1978; Railton 2006:159).

Cdebrations of the new waterworks quickly gave way to complaints that culminated inthe next important development in
the higtory of the Pumping Station - municipa acquisitionin 1905. In 1894, critiques of water company rates and the use
of "gpotters' to prevent fraud gopeared in the loca paper (MVH 2\ June 18%4; Vineyard Haven News July 1894). Two
goectacular hotd firesin the early 1890s underscored the inadequedies of the new distribution sysem. The town noted
that the amount of water contained inthe standpipe was insufficient for firefighting operations and that additiond supplies
were ddayed because the Pumping Station atendant responshble for starting the pumps lived a mile avay from the
facility. In 1895, atown-gppointed specid committee to audit Water Company books found that the company had under-
reported their income for the first five years of operation. 1t was recommended that the town take over the waterworks, as
hed occurred dsawhere inthe gate. 1n 1904, Tisbury finally moved to take over the Water Company by eminent domain
and the Water Company sought court action to block the acquisition. In 1905, the Commonwedth Supreme Judicia
Court ruled in the town's favor and assigned a purchese price of $99,994.44 for the sysem, including the Pumping
Station, intake shed, and 20 acres of surrounding land (Commonwesdth of Massachusetts 1905: Tisbury Water Act). The
Tisbury Water Works officially purchased the Wae Company facilities on May |, 1906 (Banks 1911:44; Railton
2006:291; TTR 1896, 1897).

Between the years 1905 and 1931, the town undertook modifications to the Pumping Station to improve the capacity,
reliability, and esse of mantenance of the facility. In 1907, the deam boilers were replaced with larger models,
necesstating the western enlargement (140 square feet) ofthe boiler room a acogt of $500. After dectrification of the

(continued)
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facility in 1919, a 410-square-foot, wood-framed Pumping and Equipment Room was added to the pump house for the
accommodation of two new dectric centrifugal pumps in 1930. The Blake pump and accompanying seam engine were
kept for another year, presumably as backup for the new equipment, before their remova in 1931. A third dectric pump
was added a thistime. As part of the converdon from geam to dectric power, the floor level of the Engine Room was
lowered approximately four feet, and a new brick entrance enclosure was added in 1932 to accommodae the dairs
necessary to aooess the lower floor leve (Structures North 2006; TTR 1919, 1930, 1932).

Town modificationsto the Pumping Station landscape during this period included the addition of a playground and ball
field in 1910 (not extant), a hose house in 1915 (not extant), and a garage (extant) desgned to match the style of the pump
house in 1919. In 1912, a new cover for the inteke shed adjacent to the pump house was built. Thiswas a hipped-roof
dructure with two vents located on the ridgeline and three aooess hatches built into the western roof dope. In 1924, the
origina intake shed was replaced with the current concrete intake tank of 380,000-gallon capacity (Marthas Vineyard
Historical Society [MVHS]: photograph ca 1904-1912; Structures North 2006; TTR 1910, 1912 1915, 1919).

A series of hurricanes between 1932 and 1954 reveded that the Pumping Station was in a perilous geographic situation
and ultimately led to the dosure of the facility in 1971. The first of these gorms hit Tisbury in 1932, cutting through a
sandbar a the outlet of Lake Tashmoo and resulting the water inthe lake and spring becoming brackish. To protect the
facility from sdtwater incursion, the town erected a dike acrossthe upper end of Lake Tashmoo in 1938-1939, creating
the amdl pond that exids today. The dike and pond were extensively rip-rapped to protect the facility from future storm
aurges. A second major hurricane hit the Pumping Station in 1944, overflowing and obstructing the pond and well, which
then hed to be deared ad drawn down to remove st water. The town, under advisement from the Massachusetts
Depatment of Health, began to ssarch for other water sources inland. Disagter struck the facility athird time on August
30, 1934, when Hurricane Carol flooded the Pumping Station with 30 inches of water, disabling the equipment. The town
was gble to draw on itsrecently activated Sanborn Well No. 1 while the Tashimoo Pumping Station was off-line. In 1965,
the new Tashmoo Well on West Spring Stret wias put on lineand in 1967 Sanborn Well No. 2 was completed. The town
finally ceesed pumping water from the Pumping Station in 1971, but kept the facility mothbaled as a backup water
supply. The Water Department office, located in the Boiler Room of the Pumping Station since 1961, was moved to the
newly renovated engineer's residence (outside the NR nomination) that sameyear. Town water supplies have bean taken
from the newer Tashmoo and Sanborn Wells snce the Pumping Station's closure (Structures North 2006; Tisbury Water
Works July 2006; TTC 1971:61; TTR 1932, 1938, 1939, 1944, 1945, 1953, 1954, 1961, 1967, 1972, 1977, 1986).

Subssquent to closing the facility, the town explored other usssfor the building and grounds. A program to raisetrout in
the pond was discussed and discarded inthe 1980s. In 1986, pumping & the gtation was reactivated on a limited badsto
supply a commercid bottling project that sold the water s Tashmoo Spring Bottled Water in locd markets (Structures
North 2006). This project continued through 1999 (TTR 1986, 1999, 2000).

A 2008 Massachustts Preservation Projects Fund grant hes provided emergency funding for a new roof and masonry
repairs, and a preservation restriction in perpetuity hes been placed on the Pumping Station building.

Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of ancient Native American settlement and subsistencein Tisbury are poorly understood, any surviving
(continued)
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dtes could be significant. Most known ancient dtes inthe town are located in the Lagoon Pond locae, with less known
evidence of dte distributions in the vicinity of Lake Tashmoo. While numerous Stes have bean located in these arees,
mog are poorly documented, with little information beyond locational characteritics.  Ancient dtes in this area may
contain information that hdps clarify how environmenta changes influenced population change and the naure of
sttlement through time.  Information may be present a gtes that indicate the effects of sealevd rise on patterns of
sttlement and subsigence, especidly a dtes from earlier periods. Sygemdic archaeologicd testing a the Tashmoo
Sorings dte (19-DK-109) may contribute important evidence that the site extends onto the pumping station property.
Important evidence may exist that documents the changes inthe subsgtence and settlement characterigtics of that Ste asit
changed from a dte located a the heeds of a freshwater dream during the Middle Archaic period, when sa levd was
much lower than a present, to a Ste located on acoadtd idand. Ancient Stes inthe areamay dso contribute information
rdated to patterns of lithic procurement and production, possibly indicating the importance of locad raw materids and
trade inthe manufacture of specifictool types and changesintechnology through time. Native stesin the Tisbury locae,
egpecidly dtes from later periods, may dso contain information that hdps to underdand how the four higtoric
sachemships recognized during the historic period on Marthas Vineyard evolved. This information might demondrate
unique characteridics associated with each sachemship and socio-political group located a Chappaquiddick, Nunnepaug
(Edgartown), Takemmy (West Tisbury/Chilmark), and Aquinnah, or Gay Head. Thexe characteridtics could be
represented in ceramic types, lithics, or Ste types and distributions.

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related to the early settlement of
Tisbury inthe 17" and 18* centuries, and its devdopment in the late 19* century into a sUmmer resort community.
Archaeologica resources may dso contribute important information on the technology and facilities assodiated with the
earliest known waterworks on Marthas Vineyard. Archaeologica survivas can document the sequence of congtruction
for the facility and temporary facilities ussd during construction, for which no records exist. Archaeologica survivascan
a0 document changesto the facility through time, particularly with older parts of the facility. Similar survivasmay dso
contribute important details of engineering features no longer extant, or for which surface evidence and records no longer
survive. Ingenerd, historica research combined with archaeologica sudy may offer avauable gpproach for the andyss
of the evolution of water supply inthe town of Tisbury and on Marthas Vineyard.

(end)
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GEOGRAPHIC DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is an irregularly shaped parcel occupying about 80% of Plat 39, Lot 7 in the Town of Tisbury,
Massachusetts. The parcel is bounded by West Spring Street to the east, State Road to the south, Plum Cove Road to the
west, and the southern shore of Lake Tashmoo to the north. The east boundary follows West Spring Street northwards
before jogging west to the line of a drainage easement immediately east of the garage, shed, and storage unit. The westem
boundary includes the western shore of the reservoir.

The boundary of the Tashmoo Springs Pumping Station property is shown on the accompanying map entitled "Tashmoo
Springs Pumping Station Site Plan."

Boundary Justification
The boundaries include the Tashmoo Springs Pumping Station and all of the waterworks buildings and structures

associated with the operation of it during its period of significance. The boundary excludes a house that is historically
associated with the property, but was not integral to the operation of the waterworks facility.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Photographer: Jenny R. FHdds

Date of Photographs: October 2006

Location of Original Photographs: PAL, 210 Longdde Avenue, Pawtucket, RI 02860

Photograph Number and Description of View:

1 View looking southwest from dike, showing freshwater reservoir and north evation of Pumping Station

2. View looking north from junction of paved and grave driveways towards south eevation of Pumping Station
3. Eadt devation of Pumping Station looking west

4. Eagt and north devations of Pumping Station looking southwest from ingde the chain-link fence

5 Wed devation of Pumping Station looking southeest from indde the chain-link fence, showing Vave Cover in
foreground

6. Interior view of cistern in Engine Room, looking north
7. Interior view of Boiler Room, looking northeast
8. Wes devation of higtoric garage and shed, and modan sorage unit, looking northeest from gravel driveway

9. View of Intake Tank looking northeest
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First Floor Plan
Structures North Consulting Engineers, Inc. and Eihhorn Y affee Prescott Architecture and Engineering, Tisbury
Waterworks Spring Building, Building Assessment, 2006. Onfile. Town of Tisbury, Tisbury, Massachusdts.

Pumping Equipment Room
1930
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Sacond Floor Plan

Structures North Consulting Engineers, Inc. and Eihhorn Y affee Prescott Architecture and Engineering, Tisbury
Waterworks Spring Building, Building Assessment, 2006. On file. Town of Tisbury, Tisbury, Massachusetts
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1906 Photogrgph of Tashmoo Springs Pumping Station and Intake Tank, looking southeedt. On file, Marthas
Vineyard Historical Society, Edgartown, Massachusdtts



Name

Pumping Station
Garege

Sad

Intake Tank

Vave Cover

Tashmoo Springs Pumping Station
Tisbury (Dukes), MA

Type/Status

B/C
B/C
B/C
ST/IC

oC

Intake, Outtake Structures ST/C (2)

Dike

Reservoir

Stone entrance pillars
Access Road
Temporary Storage Unit
Cod bunker

Totals

S/C

S/C

oC

ST/IC

ST/NC

ST/C

Resour ce Data Shest

Condgruction Date

1887, 1907, 1930
1919

Early 20* century
1924

1924

1938-1939
1938-1939
1938-1939

ca 1887

ca 1887

Late 20* century

Early 20* century

12 Contributing (3 buildings, 5 structures, 2 Stes, 2 objects)
1 Noncontributing (structure)

Photo

15
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REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY  Tashnoo Springs Punping Station
NAME

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GONTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Dukes
DATE RECEI VED: 10/ 22/ 08 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST: ['1/10/Oi

DATE (F 16TH DAY: 11/ 25/ 08 DATE GF 45TH DAY: 12/ 05/ 0i
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 08001126

REASONS F(R REVI EW

APPEAL : DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HR PDI L : N PER QD N PROGAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: SAWMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

GO gNT WAl VER N
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT "ONDATE

ABSTRACT/ SUWRARY COMMENTS

Entered In
of
RECOM / CRI TER A
REM BEVEER DI SCI PLI NE_
TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N see attached SLR Y/ N

[f a nomnation i sreturned t othe nomnating authority, t he
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS
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OHHICE OF THE SELECTMEN

BOX 1239 - 51 SPRING STREET MASS HIS—I— CO

VINEYARD HAVEN, MASSACHUSETTS 02568
TEL: (508) 696-4200
FAX: (508) 693-5876

February 13, 2008

Betsy Friedberg

National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Cornriission
220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, M\ 02125

Re: Spring Building National Register Nom nation
Dear Ms. Friedberg:

Pl ease be assured that the Tisbhury Selectmen and other Town officials
enthusiastically support theapplication to have thehistoric building
known as t he Tashnoo Spring Punping Station located at t heinner end
of Lake Tashnmoo i nt he Town of Tisbury, placed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

Also, the Selectmen and t he community have consistently given their
full support as part of a commtnent tothefull restoration and
future preservation of thebuilding, through funding the restoration
project currently underway.

W are pleased with theprogress made so far and |look forward to
completing Phase | | of thestabilization of thebuilding withinthe
next couple of months. Ve have entered into a Preservation
Restriction with the Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion for the
property toassure that thebuilding will retain itshistoric
integrity as therehabilitation of thebuilding nmoves forward.

Yours very truly,
Tisbury Board of Selectmen

Thomas W Pachico Ddays Wortman Tristan R [Israel
Chai r man Clerk
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QCT 22 A8
The Commonwedth of M assachusatts P R3S

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealt
M assachusetts Historical Commission

October 10, 2008

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Tashmoo Springs Pumping Station, Tisbury (Dukes), M A

The nomination has been voted eligibleby the State Review Board and has been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

One letter of support has been received.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

CcC: Jenny Feds, PAL, consultants
Chair, Tisbury Historical Commission
Tisbury Water Works
Thomes Pachico, Tisbury Board of Sdectmen
Aanning Board Chair

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 < Fax:(617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



