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The Dickinson Historic District Is an area of large md-19th century houses sited on
ahill just east of the center of Anherst. Main Street runs the length of the district
fromeast to west along the base of the hill and is characterized by smaller |ots and
m xed uses. Lessey Street runs along the crest of thehill and is lined by houses.
The principal architectural style representedis Italianate, but other mpjor styles

are represented as well. Non-resldentlal properties are located along Main Street

and include an early railroad station, 19th c¢. commercial structures, and a church.

To the west is the conmercial center of town. The areas to the north, south and east
are primarily residential.

At the center of the district Is the Dickinson House (18) (NHL), c¢. 1813, the ol dest
house i nthe district and also known as the Samuel Fow er Dickinson House. [ tis a
brick 2h story Federal style house. The principal features of the five bay wi de facade
are the Roman lonic order porch and the wide Greek Revival entablature. Fenestration
throughout i s capped by a brick jack arch. The square, hip roofed cupola, with wide
overhang and paired round arched wi ndows, was designed by the Northampton architect
Wlliam Fenno Pratt and added In the middle of the last century.

Just west of the Em |y Dickinson House, on an adjoining lot, stands the WIliam Austin
Di ckinson House (2) . This house was built in 1856 by Edward Di cki nson, father of
Emly and Wlliam and designed by Wlliam Fenno Pratt. This 2 story Italian Villa
styled house has an L shaped planwith a three story square tower over the entrance.
Fenestration throughout i s paired and capped by a flat projecting pediment. The third
story wi ndows of the tower are round arched. An Interesting feature i s a wooden canopy
or nament over the second story w ndow of the tower. The tower is topped by a deeply
projecting cornice with a short bell curved mansard. There are porches on the

front and side elevations. Landscaping was acconplished on the advice of Frederick
Law O nstead.

To the east of the Dickinson Houses and also facing onto Main Street are the Leonard
Hills House (13) and the Henry Hills House (14) known locally as the twin houses. The
Henry Hills House was built In 1862 and was designed by W lliam Fenno Pratt. While the
style i s ltalianate, the house has many unusual features not commonly associated with
that style. The house has a square plan, is three bays wide and three bays deep with
a center entry, and has a low bell curved mansard roof. There is a continuous porch
on the facade and side elevations of the first floor. Above the entry, at the second
floor, i s a pedimented porch with a large round arch flanked by two arched openings.
The exterior has matched board sheathing with quoins. Second story wi ndows are capped
by triangular pedinents.

The Leonard Hills House was also designed by Pratt and was built in 1864. In stylei t
is nore clearly Italianate. | ttoo has a square plan and i s three bays wide and three
bays deep with a center entry. There Is an ell to the rear. The entrance |s protected
by a large porch with paired colums surnmounted by palm |eaf capitals. Above this, in
the center bay of the second floor, a round arched door opens onto the porch roof with
bal ustrade. This door is framed by wooden rustication and capped by wooden voussoirs
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360 Main Street 3 Triangle Street ~
Amherst, M\ 01002
14 Henry Hill House (1862) Amher st Boy's Cl ub
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15 Anherst Depot, CV.R . (cl853) CePtral Vernont Rail way
427 Main Street End of Maple Street
13 Railroad Street Bel chertown, M\ 01007
(Pl ease Forward)
16 First National Bank (1864) Dougl as C  El der
373 Main Street 21 South Sunset Avenue”
Amherst, MA 01002
17 Apartments (cl870) Deni son Jones
351 Main Street 200 Triangle Street
Amherst, M\ 01002
18 Em |y Dickinson House (1813) Amher st Col | ege
280 Main Street ATTN Kurt Hertzfeld, Treas.
Amherst, M\ 01002
19 Apartments (cl930) Deni son Jones /
285 Main Street 200 Triangle Street i N
Amherst, MA 01002
20 Frank Ki ngman House {cl 860) M.SMs. Edward Sunder! and
257 Main Street 257 Main Street
Amherst, MA 01002
21 Richard H Mather House (cl863) Ms. F. Wlliam Crandal |
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c/o MIlbank, Tweed, HKiey
& Mcd oy

(he Chase Manhattan Pl aza
New York, NY. 10005
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22 Austin Dickinson House (1856) M's. Mary Hanpson
214 Main Street 214 Main Street
Amherst, M\ 01002
23 First Congregational Church Parsonage First Congregational C
(1867) 165 Main Street /
17 Seelye Street Amherst, M\ 01002
24 First Congregational Church (1867)

165 Main Street

25 CGeorge and Charl es Mont ague House (1897) M. Denison Jones N
133 Main Street 200 Triangle Street
Amherst, M\ 01002
26 Amher st Record Building M. M chael deSherbinin
(Baxter Marsh House, c.|896) 109 Main Street
109 Main Street Amherst, My 01002
27 Masoni ¢ Tenpl e (1910) Pacific Lodge of Masons
99 Main Street 99 Main Street
Amherst, M\ 01002
28 Sweet ser Park (cl914) BQard of Sel ectnen
Main and Lessey Streets Town Hal |

Amherst, M\ 01002

29 Empty Lot Amher st Redevel opment Authority
Lessey Street (e Bol t wood Wl k
Amherst, M\ 01002 1~

38 Lessey Street (1953) M.& M's. Norman Enman
38 Lessey Street
Amherst, M\ 01002

B 85 Lessey Street (1959) M.s Ms. Daniel Shwartz
85 Lessey Street
Amherst, M\ 01002
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321 Main Street 321 Main Street

Amherst, M\ 01002
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and a sloping triangular pediment. The deep eaves of thel owhipped roof appear

to be supported by thedoubled brackets. The roof | scrowned by a square cupola
with hipped roof and triple windows. The four chimeys are nodeled after the cupola.
Fenestration i ssingle and capped by a flat cornice on consoles. The first floor
facade wi ndows ar e shielded by bracketed hoods. There are porches and two story
bays on t heside elevations.

Opposite the Hills Houses i stheFirst National Bank Block (16), designed by Wlliam
Fenno Pratt and built for theHills i n1864. This Italianate brick comercial block

Is two stories high. The facade i s7 bays wide. The first floor has twostorefronts

and theentrance tothesecond floor, defined by granite post and lintel. The facade

s crowned by a double bracketed cornice and balustrade. On either side of the building
are one story additions.

Triangle Street runs north, up thehill, from Main Street and intersects Lessey Street.
[t i slined by three houses: a Queen Anne style (10), a Colonial Revival from 1903
(12) and a 1930's cottage house (11),

Lessey Street runs along thecrest of thehill. The Thonpson House (9) was built i n
1877, This Italianate House i sless inmposing than theleonard Hills House. Itis 2
stories high with deep eaves and doubl ed brackets and has a flat roofed porch.
Fenestration i scapped by a flat cornice and framed by shutters. Exterior sheathing
is matched boards.

Next t ot he Thonpson House, tothe west, i sthe Lessey-Stockbridge House (8). Built
about 1870, this 2" story house i si ntheHigh Victorianltalianate style with Stick
Style elements. The house i ssheathed | nclapboards and has narrow cornerboards.
Fenestration i s2/2 and capped by a flat cornice. The roof i sa truncated hip with
gabl es above t hecenter bays of thethree bay wide elevations. There are doubled
brackets at theeaves. Wthin thearch of thegables i san arched wooden ornanent
with pendant. Across thefirst floor facade i san open porch. O line with the end
bays of thefacade are gabled dormers with straight sided pointed arch windows. There
Is anelltotherear and a three sided bay on t heeast elevation.

Just west of this i stheDelta Kappa Epsilon House (6). This Amherst College fra-
ternity house was built i n 1914 and designed by Lionel Mses | | i nthe Georgian
Revival style. The frontispiecei sa copy of a typical 18th c. Connecticut Valley
exanpl e,
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Immediately tothenorth and rear i s Kappa Theta (5). This brick fraternity house
was built i n 1930, also i nt he Georgian Revival style, and designed by J.D Leland.
Dom nating thelessey Street hill and thenost visible structure from t he center

of Amherst i sthe Luke Streetser House (7). Originally built about 1835, this brick
G eek Revival house was added toi n 1929, Karl § Putnam a Northanpton architect,
designed the western addition and Doric order portico for thePhi Ganma Delta Fra-
ternity which now occupies thehouse.

The Wlliam S Tyler House (4) i shelieved tohave been built about 1860, but its
Queen Anne styling woul d suggest the 1890's. |t may possibly have been remodelled
after Tyler's death i n189 7. The foundation i shrick and t hehouse i ssheathedi n
clapboards with a belt course of vertical sheathing between thefirst and second
floors. The attic gables are sheathed i nimbricated shingles. The entrance i sshel-
tered by a two story porch. Fenestration i svaried throughout with 6/6, 12/1, 6/1,
and 1/1 noted. The house has an L shaped plan, and t heroof i shipped, but varied

by gables and dormers.

10 Tyler Place (2) i sa square plan, three bays wi de, three bays deep, Italianatei n
style. 1 twas noved toitspresent locationi n1915. Sheathed i nclapboards with
narrow cornerboards, i ti sdistinguished by its deep eaves, hipped roof, 2/2 fenes-
tration capped by a flat projectingcornice, and t hecenter entry and porch.

16 Tyler Place (3) i sthree bays wide and two bays deep. This two story house was
built about 1870 and has a center entry with porch. Fenestration is 12/12, and

the facade | stopped by a flat, projecting pediment. O therear bay of the south
elevation i sa 2 story, three sided bay. There Isanelltotherear. 1 n1941 the
house was renodel ed; theoriginal mansard roof was renoved, and t hepresent hipped
roof built i nits place.

The Enos Cook House (1) i snow used as a nursing hone. |t was built about 1867 and
has sone Gothic Revival elements. |ti s2h storieshigh, three bays wide andtwo
bays deep. The house i ssheathed i nclapboards with vertical siding at t hewater
table, between thefirst and second story wi ndows and above t he second story w ndows.
Consol es ar e continuous around t hehouse at t heeaves. The center bay of thefacade
is recessed, and thecenter entry i ssheltered by an arcaded, flat roofed porch. The
truncated hipped roof projects at theend bays of t hefacade and i spunctuated by
gabl ed dormers with trefoil w ndows. The dormer above t hecenter bay of thefacade
is alarge straight-sidedpointed arched gable with a single pointed arch wi ndow.

h thesouth elevationi sa three sided bay. Awing was attached totherear ell in
1960. The open area (29) next totheEnos Cook House i stherear lawn of an elderly
housing project.
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Sweetser Park (28) i satriangle formed by theintersection of Lessey and Main
Streets. The land was donated tothetown i n1914. The O nstead Brothers designed
the Enos F. Cook Menorial Fountain. The park was redesigned i n 1959,

Facing Sweetser Park i sthe Masonic Tenple (27), This 2 story brick Georgian Revival
building was built i n 1910 and designed by Wlliam B. Reid of Holyoke, There i s a
Pal | adi an wi ndow above t heleaded glass canopy of thecenter entry, Corinthian

order pilasters i ncontrasting brick help todefine thethree bay wi de facade.

Next totheMsonic Tenple i sthe Anmherst Record (26), This Georgian Revival house
was huilt about 1896 and i sdistinguished by it sPalladianw ndow, hipped roof and
bridged dormers.

133 Main Street (25) was built i nl187 Itsoriginal Queen Anne styling was greatly
altered when | t was converted t o apartments.

First Congregational Church (24) was designed by CGeorge Hathorne andbuilt i n1867 i n
a high Victorian Gothic Style simlar tothe work of Upjohn. The church was con-
structed on Monson granite. Qne of its nost distinctive featuresi sthefull tower
and spire. The church was nodernized i n 1915, 1924, and 1946; an addition nade to

the south side i n1958was designed by Bernard Dirks, Next tothechurch i s the
Parsonage (23), al so designed by Hathorne i n theGothic Revival Style, This L-shaped
house i s 2 stories high. The ends project, andthere i sa continuous porch on the
first floor between thegabled projections. Gables topthe w ndows of thesecond
floor.

The Richard A Mather House (21) was built i nl1862andi sa simple three bay w de
G eek Revival house,

257 Main Street (20) i sa 2h story Stick Style house built about 1860. Althought he
original siding has been covered by wood shingles, i tretains itsoriginal slate roof,
wooden cresting, andarchitectural ornamentation. The stick ornanment i snost notable
In thegables andtheentry porch.

At theeastern endof theDistrict i sthe Arherst Depot of theCentral Vernont Railroad
built originally for theAnherst and Bel chertown RR about 1853. This one story brick
Italianate structure has a | owsloping ridge roof with deep eaves and nulti-paned
round-arched fenestration anddoors arranged i nunits of three. | ti soneunit deep
and three units wide.
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Intrusions i nthedistrict aremnor i ncharacter and inmpact, 38 Lessey Street (A)
is aone story ranch house. The Wiole Wheat Pizza Factory (C) i sa one story,

hol low reticul ated concrete block commercial structure of about 1910, The
storefront ishbrick with alumnum sash, Anherst Oi |l Gonpany (D) i sa c. 1930

one story, paneled brick garage and commercial structure.
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STATEMENT O S GN H CANCE

The Dickinson Historic District i ssignificant for its architecture, for its association
with the Dickinson famly andtheir role i nAmerican letters, andfor i ts associations
with individuals promnent i nthegrowth anddevel opment of Amherst, Additionally, in-
dividuals associatedwith thedistrict played promnent roles in Arherst's devel opnent

as an educational center.

MadamMartha Di ckinson Bianchi, Emly's niece, occupied theEmly Dickinson House (18)
and was an author, a biographer of Em |y Dickinson, andthecollector andpublisher of
her poens, Samuel Fow er Dickinson, Enmily's grandfather, built thehouse and was one of
the founders of Amherst College. He also served as Town Clerk and was a representative
to theGeat and General Court of the Commonwealth, Emly's father, Edward, served as
treasurer of Amherst College and was a menber of Congress.

W lliam Austin Dickinson, Emly's brother, lived i nthe WIliam Austin Di ckinson House
(22). Followinghis father, he served as Treasurer of Arherst College and was a rmenber
of theOrnamental Tree Associati onwhich brought O nstead t otown toplan the Town
CGormon. Wl liam also helped t ofound t he Gas Conpany i n 1877 andt he Water Conpanyi n
1880.

Leonard M Hills, whose Twin Houses (13 & 14) arewest of t heDickinson Houses, arrived
In Arherst i n1828. He was nost successful as a manufacturer of hats from pal mleaves,

an industry unique toMssachusetts i nthemd-19th century. Hi s factory was thelargest
in thestate andstood across thestreet. Hills was also thefounder of the First
National Bank (16), Hills also served onthe building conmmittee for theFirst Congrega-
tional Church (24). He was also instrumental, along with Levi Stockbridge (8),i nfound-
ing theMassachusetts Agricultural College (University of Massachusetts), Stockbridge
served as a professor at thenewcollege andlater as president.

Chauncy W Lessey (8) was a contractor who built theFirst Congregational Church (24)
and other promnent structures i nthe town.

Sweetser Park (28) was given t othetow i n honor of Luke Sweetser (7) by his son.
Luke Sweetser was president of t he Arherst andBel chertown Railroad (15) andserved as
a representative totheGeat andGeneral Court of t he Coomonweal th and as nenber of
the Prudential Conmittee of Amherst Coll ege,
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Two Anmherst College professors also built houses i nthedistrict: Wlliam S Tyler
(4), professor of philosophy and Greek aswell as anauthor and historian; and
Richard H Mther (21), a professor of Geek.

Ot her structures i nthedistrict were owned by local |eaders of education, industry
and commerce. Architecturally, thedistrict i ssignificant foritslarge nunber of
structures designed or altered by W IIliam Fenno Pratt (9, 14,16, 18,22, 13) who was

a leading architect i nWestern Massachusettsi nthe md-19th century. O her excellent
exampl es of period architecture include theFirst Congregational Church and Parsonage
(23 & 24), 257 Main Street (20), 10 Tyler Place (2), therevival styled fraternities
(6 &5), and the many private houses such as the Enos Cook House (1), t he Anmherst
Record (26) or t he commandi ng Luke Sweetser House (7).

The Anherst Depot of theCentral Vernont Railroad (15) i sone of theoldest extant
inMassachusetts.
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westerly along thenorthern property line of 24 Tyler Place, then southerly along

the rear property lines of 24, 16, 10, Tyler Place, then westerly along therear
property line of 10 Lessey Street, then southerly along t hewestern property line of
10 Lessey Street, then southeasterly across Main Street and continuing southerly along
the westem property line of 99 Main Street, then proceeding easterly, generally, along
the rear property lines of 99 through 373 Main Street, then proceeding southerly along
the eastern property line of 437 Main Street totherailroad tracks and then proceeding
northeasterly along thetracks, and then proceeding across Main Street t othe starting
point.
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W/LIf1O/1TT]:

June 7, 1977

M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration Branch

National Register of Historic Places

Of fice of Archeology and Historic Preservatid
National Park Service

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:

Encl osed please find nomnation forms for the following
properties:

1. Brockton: Central Fire Station
2. Lexington: Warren E Sherburne House
3. Amherst: Dickinson Historic District

These properties have al | been voted and reviewed by
the State Review Board and signed by the State Historic
Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Aradon.

Sincerely,

Patricia L Weslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

encs.
PLW et d
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AG16 197

Location

Anher st

HwaQ>shirs County

, . A M MM.
Stats Historic Presarvatlon Offlcsr
Ms. Eliubsth K Aaadon
I neutive Director, Msssehusstts
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Bost on, Massachusetts 02108



Co

OMB Approval Ne. 29-1M21t

i 1. HUMBER 3.8 . DUMBER
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 2 QPAPI\II-rIS 803 APPUW. 770760882
TYPE o PREAPPLICATION APPLI- DATE T[l)g“-n b. DATE year month day
R&TioN 13 APPLICATON CATION FIER ASSIGNED 977 07 29
(Marfcep. r-| NOTIHCATIOM OF INTENT (Opt) | taum
bo) + REFORT OF FEDERAL ACTION  Blanic
4. LEGAL APPUCANT/RECIPIENT 5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIHCATION NO.
1. Applicut Hm Gommonveal th of Massachusetts 046-002-284
b. Otsaniation Unit Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
¢ StrMUP.O. Box 294 \Wéshington Street PRO- a. NUVBER [1]5]'|9]0]4]|
d. City Boston a Couty : Suf f ol k ?;rﬁn’:l b. TITU
I Stitr Massachusetts c dpok. 02108 Faderai
b. Contact Ptnoa INamt Patricia L. Weslowski, S.HP O Catalog) Historic Preservation
Jk ttlepkone  No.) rel71 727-8470
7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANTrS PROJECT 8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIE’IENT .
Di ckinson Historic District: Amherst Railroad Statioi %:Eﬁ?éﬁma o o et ution
Devel opnent Proj ect, Amherst, Hanpshire County D‘(:D;fst?itc""t“ k-t Shtcky):
The Anherst Railroad Stationwas constructed i n 185382y™
by the Anherst and Bel chertown Railroad. |t soonbe- £330 Bime, _
cane the commercial hub of the Town of Arherst where istrict Enter appropriate letter A
today i tisstill considered ahistorical focus of 9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE
the town. The project objective is preservation/re- ssppanara cat Eotar et oppo
construction. The intended use of the property i s as Cton priate  [ettertt)
10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT INamet of eitiea, eountuM, li. ESTIMATED NUM- 12. TYPE OF AP_P‘LICATION )
SattM, ate) BER OF PERSONS  ANaw C-Ravision E-Autmantation
BENEFITING B-Renacd  D-Continuition _ r—i
Commonweal th of Massachusetts 57 million Enter appropriat* letter /\
13. PROPOSED FUNIgI\éGOOO 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTSOF: ;]éslgc-[gazg I%illar%HANggtb(::\Fro(rsgge?/ry)!e)
a. FEDERAL 20 boo 0%) & APPUCANTQ b- PROJECT]- C-_Ing?eesassa? Dura%r(;sn N/A
b. APPLICANT y . D"ecreasa Duration
E-Cancallaticn
e. STATE oo 16. B;egéECT StTrﬁJinIh , 17. BB%JAETCKT)N Erter e
d. LOCAL 0 19 40  MatAa ]>riate Cetterd)
a. OTHER 00 |S. ESTIMATED DATETO Year month day 19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
40,000.00  PEDERALACENGYP- 078 8 21
f.  TOTAL , .

2a FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST {.Nana City, StaU, ZIPtod*) Washington D.C. 20240 21. REMARKS ADDED
Dept. of the Interior, Heritage Conservation S Recreation Service g Y« o No

22. a. To tha bast af aly knowladta and baliaf, b. If raqurrad by OMB Circular A-9fi this application was submitted, pursuant ta in- ae
data in this praapplieation/application ara atructioni tharain, to appropriato claaringbousat and all raspontaa an attacbad: rponte
THE tnia and corract, tha docunwnt has baan
APPLICANT duly authoriiad by tha fovarninf body af . .
CERTIFIES  tha applicant and tha appicant will compy  0)  Office of State Pl anning . X
THATA with t‘ha atacbad anurancaa If tba aaalat- 0 0 °
anca is approvad. ® . .
23. a. TYPED NAVE AND TITLE b. SIGNATURE c. DATE SIGNED
CERTIFYING Patricia L. Weslowski, SHPO "aar montA  day
REPRE- . . .
sentamive and Acting Executive Director w7 8 2
24. AGENCY NAME 25. APPLICA- year montk day
Departnent of the Interior s
p _ RECEIVED 1978-8-30
B CRGANZATIONAL LINT  Heritage 27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE Grant$S 28. FEDERAL APPLICATION
Conservation and Recreation Service Adm nistration Division IDENTIFICATION
29. ADDRESS 30. II:[I)EE’\EI_lF_({'A:Il_C%%AONNT
Washington. D C 20240 25-8B65
31. ACTION TAKEN 32. FUNDING Yar - wumtk day 34, yaar montk day
g t. AWARDED a. FEDERAL (20,000 00 33 ACTION DATE + 19 78 10 HZ %RAT'ET'NGig 78 10 01
20,000 35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL  INFORMA-
b. REJECTED b. APPLICANT TION~ (Ivamt ~and  teUpkon* ~ tinmber) IISESI\.‘DING Year mmtk  day
« RETURNED FOR e STATE xa pATE 19 80 09 30
AMENDHENT d. LOCAL M [ | 37. REMARKS ADDED
4. DEFERRED a. OTHER St ephen D
a. WITHDRAWN f.  TOTAL $40,000 .00 202- 523- 5472 * Y.. "“No
a. In taking abovo action, any cammanta racavad from daaringhousas »aracon- b, FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFHCIAL
tidarad. If agancy rasponsaia dua iwdar premaiaaa ai Part 1, Circular A-9S, iNamt and telepkona mo.)
FEDERAL AGENCY it bea baaa ar ia baing nada.
A-95 ACTION Same as #35
424-101 STANDARD FORM 424 PAGE 1 (10-75)

FrweriM hw USA. Fadanl ItaaagtrnMnt Carodw






