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The Dickinson Historic D i s t r i c t Is an area of large mid-19th century houses sited on 
a h i l l j u s t east of the center of Amherst. Main Street runs the length of the d i s t r i c t 
from east to west along the base of the h i l l and i s characterized by smaller l o t s and 
mixed uses. Lessey Street runs along the crest of the h i l l and i s lined by houses. 
The p r i n c i p a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e represented i s I t a l i a n a t e , but other major styles 
are represented as w e l l . Non-resldentlal properties are located along Main Street 
and include an early ra i l r o a d s t a t i o n , 19th c. commercial structures, and a church. 
To the west i s the commercial center of town. The areas to the north, south and east 
are primarily r e s i d e n t i a l . 

At the center of the d i s t r i c t I s the Dickinson House (18) (NHL), c. 1813, the oldest 
house i n the d i s t r i c t and also known as the Samuel Fowler Dickinson House. I t i s a 
brick 2h story Federal style house. The p r i n c i p a l features of the f i v e bay wide facade 
are the Roman Ionic order porch and the wide Greek Revival entablature. Fenestration 
throughout i s capped by a brick jack arch. The square, hip roofed cupola, with wide 
overhang and paired round arched windows, was designed by the Northampton architect 
William Fenno Pratt and added In the middle of the l a s t century. 

Just west of the Emily Dickinson House, on an adjoining l o t , stands the William Austin 
Dickinson House (22) . This house was b u i l t i n 1856 by Edward Dickinson, father of 
Emily and William, and designed by William Fenno Pratt. This 2 story I t a l i a n V i l l a 
styled house has an L shaped plan with a three story square tower over the entrance. 
Fenestration throughout i s paired and capped by a f l a t projecting pediment. The t h i r d 
story windows of the tower are round arched. An Interesting feature i s a wooden canopy 
ornament over the second story window of the tower. The tower i s topped by a deeply 
projecting cornice with a short b e l l curved mansard. There are porches on the 
front and side elevations. Landscaping was accomplished on the advice of Frederick 
Law Olmstead. 

To the east of the Dickinson Houses and also facing onto Main Street are the Leonard 
H i l l s House (13) and the Henry H i l l s House (14) known l o c a l l y as the twin houses. The 
Henry H i l l s House was b u i l t I n 1862 and was designed by William Fenno Pratt. While the 
style i s I t a l i a n a t e , the house has many unusual features not commonly associated with 
that s t y l e . The house has a square plan, i s three bays wide and three bays deep with 
a center entry, and has a low b e l l curved mansard roof. There i s a continuous porch 
on the facade and side elevations of the f i r s t f l o o r . Above the entry, at the second 
f l o o r , i s a pedimented porch with a large round arch flanked by two arched openings. 
The exterior has matched board sheathing with quoins. Second story windows are capped 
by triangular pediments. 

The Leonard H i l l s House was also designed by Pratt and was b u i l t i n 1864. In style i t 
is more clearly I t a l i a n a t e . I t too has a square plan and i s three bays wide and three 
bays deep with a center entry. There Is an e l l to the rear. The entrance Is protected 
by a large porch with paired columns surmounted by palm leaf capitals. Above t h i s , i n 
the center bay of the second f l o o r , a round arched door opens onto the porch roof with 
balustrade. This door i s framed by wooden r u s t i c a t i o n and capped by wooden voussoirs 
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Sketch Map # 

1. 

3. 

4. 

Name 

Enos F. Cook House (c,1867) 
10 Lessey Street 

E.G. Field House (cl875) 
10 Tyler Place 

John H. Noyes House (cl870) 
16 Tyler Place 

William S. Tyler House {cl860) 
24 Tyler Place 

Owner 

Amherst Redevelopment Auth. 
One Boltwood Walk 
Amherst, MA. 01002 /^^ 

Mr. Raymond Gozzi 
10 Tyler Place 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

Mr. & Mrs. John Noyes 
16 Tyler Place 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

Mr.& Mrs. Charles D. Meak 
77 North Prospect Street 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

i k i n ^ 

6. 

8. 

10. 

11. 

Kappa Theta (1930) 
35 Tyler Place 

Delta Kappa Epsilon (1914) 
82 Lessey Street 

Phi Gamma Delta (1835) 
81 Lessey Street 

Stockbridge House (cl870) 
94 Lessey Street 

Thompson House (1877) 
108 Lessey Street 

David B. Elder House (cl903) 
36 Triangle Street 

Thomas D i l l o n House 
28 Triangle Street 

Amherst College 
ATTN: Mr. Kurt Hertzfeld, 

Treasurer ^ ^ . ^ i * - ^ 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

Dr. Stuart Rose 
94 Lessey Street 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

Mr.s Mrs. Jack Wolf 
108 Lessey Street 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

Mr. & Mrs. Carlton Brose 
36 Triangle Street 
Amherst, MA. 01002 ^"""^ 

Mr.s Mrs. Elbridge Dunbar X 
28 Triangle St., Amherst / 

01002 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF fflSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED 
JUN 131977 

DATE ENTERED AUG 1 6 1977 

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 

Dickinson Historic D i s t r i c t 
Amherst, MA. 
Sketch Map Key and Property Owners 
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12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

B.H. Williams House (cl903) 
20 Triangle Street 

Leonard M. H i l l House (1864) 
360 Main Street 

Henry H i l l House (1862) 

Amherst Depot, C.V.R. . (cl853) 
427 Main Street 
13 Railroad Street 

F i r s t National Bank (1864) 
373 Main Street 

Mr.s Mrs. John Martin 
20 Triangle Street 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

Amherst Women' s Cliib 
35 Triangle Street ^ 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

Amherst Boy's Club 
390 Main Street 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

CePtral Vermont Railway 
End of Maple Street 
Belchertown, MA. 01007' 
(Please Forward) 
Douglas C. Elder 
21 South Sunset Avenue^ 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

17 Apartments (cl870) 
351 Main Street 

Denison Jones 
200 Triangle Street 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

18 

19 

Emily Dickinson House (1813) 
280 Main Street 

Apartments (cl930) 
285 Main Street 

Amherst College 
ATTN: Kurt Hertzfeld, Treas. 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

Denison Jones 
200 Triangle Street iN 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

/ 

20 

21 

Frank Kingman House {cl860) 
257 Main Street 

Mr.SMrs. Edward Sunderland 
257 Main Street 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

Richard H. Mather House (cl863) Mrs. F. William Crandall 
229 Main Street c/o Millbank, Tweed, HjKliey 

& McCloy 
One Chase Manhattan Plaza 
New York, N.Y. 10005 
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22 

23 

24 

Name •jam- Owner 

Austin Dickinson House (1856) 
214 Main Street 

F i r s t Congregational Church Parsonage 
(1867) 
17 Seelye Street 

F i r s t Congregational Church (1867) 
165 Main Street 

Mrs. Mary Hampson 
214 Main Street 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

F i r s t Congregational C 
165 Main Street / 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

B 

George and Charles Montague House (1897) Mr. Denison Jones ^ 
133 Main Street 200 Triangle Street 

Amherst, MA. 01002 

/ 

Amherst Record Building 
(Baxter Marsh House, c.l896) 
109 Main Street 

Masonic Temple (1910) 
99 Main Street 

Sweetser Park (cl914) 
Main and Lessey Streets 

Empty Lot 
Lessey Street 

38 Lessey Street (1953) 

85 Lessey Street (1959) 

Mr. Michael deSherbinin 
109 Main Street 
Amherst, MA, 01002 

Pacific Lodge of Masons 
99 Main Street 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

BQard of Selectmen 
Town Hall 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

Amherst Redevelopment Authority 
One Boltwood Walk 
Amherst, MA. 01002 1^ 

Mr.& Mrs. Norman Enman 
38 Lessey Street 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

Mr.s Mrs. Daniel Shwartz 
85 Lessey Street 
Amherst, MA, 01002 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF fflSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED j y j ^ ^ 3 ^ 

DATE ENTERED 

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 

Dickinson Historic D i s t r i c t 
Amherst, MA. 
Sketch Map Key and Property Owners 

Sketch Map # 

C 

D. 

Name 

Whole Wheat Pizza Factory 
(cl940) 
363 Main Street 

Amherst O i l Company (cl930) 
321 Main Street 

Owner 

Jeffrey D. s Zella H, 
70 H i l l c r e s t Place 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

Amherst O i l Company 
321 Main Street 
Amherst, MA. 01002 

Tripp 
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and a sloping triangular pediment. The deep eaves of the low hipped roof appear 
to be supported by the doubled brackets. The roof I s crowned by a square cupola 
with hipped roof and t r i p l e windows. The four chimneys are modeled after the cupola. 
Fenestration i s single and capped by a f l a t cornice on consoles. The f i r s t f l o o r 
facade windows are shielded by bracketed hoods. There are porches and two story 
bays on the side elevations. 

Opposite the H i l l s Houses i s the F i r s t National Bank Block (16), designed by William 
Fenno Pratt and b u i l t for the H i l l s i n 1864. This I t a l i a n a t e brick commercial block 
Is two stories high. The facade i s 7 bays wide. The f i r s t f l o o r has two storefronts 
and the entrance to the second f l o o r , defined by granite post and l i n t e l . The facade 
Is crowned by a double bracketed cornice and balustrade. On either side of the building 
are one story additions. 

Triangle Street runs north, up the h i l l , from Main Street and intersects Lessey Street. 
I t i s lined by three houses: a Queen Anne style (10), a Colonial Revival from 1903 
(12) and a 1930's cottage house (11), 

Lessey Street runs along the crest of the h i l l . The Thompson House (9) was b u i l t i n 
1877, This I t a l i a n a t e House i s less imposing than the Leonard H i l l s House. I t i s 2 
stories high with deep eaves and doubled brackets and has a f l a t roofed porch. 
Fenestration i s capped by a f l a t cornice and framed by shutters. Exterior sheathing 
i s matched boards. 

Next to the Thompson House, to the west, i s the Lessey-Stockbridge House (8). B u i l t 
about 1870, this 2^ story house i s i n the High Victorian I t a l i a n a t e style with Stick 
Style elements. The house i s sheathed In clapboards and has narrow cornerboards. 
Fenestration i s 2/2 and capped by a f l a t cornice. The roof i s a truncated hip with 
gables above the center bays of the three bay wide elevations. There are doubled 
brackets at the eaves. Within the arch of the gables is an arched wooden ornament 
with pendant. Across the f i r s t f l o o r facade i s an open porch. On l i n e with the end 
bays of the facade are gabled dormers with straight sided pointed arch windows. There 
Is an e l l to the rear and a three sided bay on the east elevation. 

Just west of this i s the Delta Kappa Epsilon House (6). This Amherst College f r a ­
t e r n i t y house was b u i l t i n 1914 and designed by Lionel Moses I I i n the Georgian 
Revival s t y l e . The frontispiece i s a copy of a t y p i c a l 18th c. Connecticut Valley 
example, 
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Immediately to the north and rear i s Kappa Theta (5). This brick f r a t e r n i t y house 
was b u i l t i n 1930, also i n the Georgian Revival s t y l e , and designed by J.D. Leland. 
Dominating the Lessey Street h i l l and the most v i s i b l e structure from the center 
of Amherst i s the Luke Streetser House (7). Originally b u i l t about 1835, this brick 
Greek Revival house was added to i n 1929, Karl S, Putnam, a Northampton architect, 
designed the western addition and Doric order portico f o r the Phi Gamma Delta Fra­
t e r n i t y which now occupies the house. 

The William S, Tyler House (4) i s believed to have been b u i l t about 1860, but i t s 
Queen Anne s t y l i n g would suggest the 1890's. I t may possibly have been remodelled 
af t e r Tyler's death i n 189 7. The foundation i s brick and the house i s sheathed i n 
clapboards with a b e l t course of v e r t i c a l sheathing between the f i r s t and second 
fl o o r s . The a t t i c gables are sheathed i n imbricated shingles. The entrance i s shel­
tered by a two story porch. Fenestration i s varied throughout with 6/6, 12/1, 6/1, 
and 1/1 noted. The house has an L shaped plan, and the roof i s hipped, but varied 
by gables and dormers. 

10 Tyler Place (2) i s a square plan, three bays wide, three bays deep, It a l i a n a t e i n 
styl e . I t was moved to i t s present location i n 1915. Sheathed i n clapboards with 
narrow cornerboards, i t i s distinguished by i t s deep eaves, hipped roof, 2/2 fenes­
t r a t i o n capped by a f l a t projecting cornice, and the center entry and porch. 

16 Tyler Place (3) i s three bays wide and two bays deep. This two story house was 
b u i l t about 1870 and has a center entry with porch. Fenestration i s 12/12, and 
the facade Is topped by a f l a t , projecting pediment. On the rear bay of the south 
elevation i s a 2 story, three sided bay. There Is an e l l to the rear. I n 1941 the 
house was remodeled; the o r i g i n a l mansard roof was removed, and the present hipped 
roof b u i l t i n i t s place. 

The Enos Cook House (1) i s now used as a nursing home. I t was b u i l t about 1867 and 
has some Gothic Revival elements. I t i s 2h stories high, three bays wide and two 
bays deep. The house i s sheathed i n clapboards with v e r t i c a l siding at the water 
table, between the f i r s t and second story windows and above the second story windows. 
Consoles are continuous around the house at the eaves. The center bay of the facade 
i s recessed, and the center entry i s sheltered by an arcaded, f l a t roofed porch. The 
truncated hipped roof projects at the end bays of the facade and i s punctuated by 
gabled dormers with t r e f o i l windows. The dormer above the center bay of the facade 
i s a large straight-sided pointed arched gable with a single pointed arch window. 
On the south elevation i s a three sided bay. A wing was attached to the rear e l l i n 
1960. The open area (29) next to the Enos Cook House i s the rear lawn of an elderly 
housing project. 
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Sweetser Park (28) i s a trian g l e formed by the intersection of Lessey and Main 
Streets. The land was donated to the town i n 1914. The Olmstead Brothers designed 
the Enos F. Cook Memorial Fountain. The park was redesigned i n 1959, 

Facing Sweetser Park i s the Masonic Temple (27) , This 2 story brick Georgian Revival 
building was b u i l t i n 1910 and designed by William B. Reid of Holyoke, There i s a 
Palladian window above the leaded glass canopy of the center entry, Corinthian 
order pilasters i n contrasting brick help to define the three bay wide facade. 

Next to the Masonic Temple i s the Amherst Record (26) , This Georgian Revival house 
was b u i l t about 1896 and i s distinguished by i t s Palladian window, hipped roof and 
bridged dormers. 

133 Main Street (25) was b u i l t i n 189 7. I t s o r i g i n a l Queen Anne s t y l i n g was greatly 
altered when I t was converted to apartments. 

F i r s t Congregational Church (24) was designed by George Hathorne and b u i l t i n 1867 i n 
a high Victorian Gothic Style similar to the work of Upjohn. The church was con­
structed on Monson granite. One of i t s most d i s t i n c t i v e features i s the f u l l tower 
and spire. The church was modernized i n 1915, 1924, and 1946; an addition made to 
the south side i n 1958 was designed by Bernard Dirks, Next to the church i s the 
Parsonage (23), also designed by Hathorne i n the Gothic Revival Style, This L-shaped 
house i s 2 stories high. The ends project, and there i s a continuous porch on the 
f i r s t f l o o r between the gabled projections. Gables top the windows of the second 
f l o o r . 

The Richard A. Mather House (21) was b u i l t i n 1862 and i s a simple three bay wide 
Greek Revival house, 

257 Main Street (20) i s a 2h story Stick Style house b u i l t about 1860. Although the 
or i g i n a l siding has been covered by wood shingles, i t retains i t s o r i g i n a l slate roof, 
wooden cresting, and arch i t e c t u r a l ornamentation. The s t i c k ornament i s most notable 
In the gables and the entry porch. 

At the eastern end of the D i s t r i c t i s the Amherst Depot of the Central Vermont Railroad 
b u i l t o r i g i n a l l y for the Amherst and Belchertown RR about 1853. This one story brick 
I t a l i a n a t e structure has a low sloping ridge roof with deep eaves and multi-paned 
round-arched fenestration and doors arranged i n units of three. I t i s one unit deep 
and three units wide. 
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Intrusions i n the d i s t r i c t are minor i n character and impact, 38 Lessey Street (A) 
i s a one story ranch house. The Whole Wheat Pizza Factory (C) i s a one story, 
hollow reticulated concrete block commercial structure of about 1910, The 
storefront i s brick with aluminum sash, Amherst O i l Company (D) i s a c. 1930 
one story, paneled brick garage and commercial structure. 
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The Dickinson Historic D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s architecture, for i t s associations 
with the Dickinson family and t h e i r role i n American l e t t e r s , and for i t s associations 
with individuals prominent i n the growth and development of Amherst, Additionally, i n ­
dividuals associated with the d i s t r i c t played prominent roles i n Amherst's development 
as an educational center. 

Madam Martha Dickinson Bianchi, Emily's niece, occupied the Emily Dickinson House (18) 
and was an author, a biographer of Emily Dickinson, and the collector and publisher of 
her poems, Samuel Fowler Dickinson, Emily's grandfather, b u i l t the house and was one of 
the founders of Amherst College. He also served as Town Clerk and was a representative 
to the Great and General Court of the Commonwealth, Emily's father, Edward, served as 
treasurer of Amherst College and was a member of Congress. 

William Austin Dickinson, Emily's brother, l i v e d i n the William Austin Dickinson House 
(22). Following his father, he served as Treasurer of Amherst College and was a member 
of the Ornamental Tree Association which brought Olmstead to town to plan the Town 
Common. William also helped to found the Gas Company i n 1877 and the Water Company i n 
1880. 

Leonard M. H i l l s , whose Twin Houses (13 & 14) are west of the Dickinson Houses, arrived 
In Amherst i n 1828. He was most successful as a manufacturer of hats from palm leaves, 
an industry unique to Massachusetts i n the mid-19th century. His factory was the largest 
i n the state and stood across the street. H i l l s was also the founder of the F i r s t 
National Bank (16), H i l l s also served on the building committee for the F i r s t Congrega­
ti o n a l Church (24). He was also instrumental, along with Levi Stockbridge (8), i n found­
ing the Massachusetts A g r i c u l t u r a l College (University of Massachusetts), Stockbridge 
served as a professor at the new college and l a t e r as president. 

Chauncy W. Lessey (8) was a contractor who b u i l t the F i r s t Congregational Church (24) 
and other prominent structures i n the town. 

Sweetser Park (28) was given to the town i n honor of Luke Sweetser (7) by his son. 
Luke Sweetser was president of the Amherst and Belchertown Railroad (15) and served as 
a representative to the Great and General Court of the Commonwealth and as member of 
the Prudential Committee of Amherst College, 
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Begining at a point on western corner of Gray and Main Streets and proceeding northerly 
along the western edge of Gray Street, then westerly along the rear property lines of 
390 Main Street and 35 Triangle Street, then northwesterly along the western edge of 
Triangle Street, then westerly along the rear property l i n e of 108 Lessey Street, then 
northerly along the eastern property l i n e of 82 Lessey Street, then northerly along the 
the eastern property l i n e of 35 Tyler Place, then westerly along the southern edge of 
Kellog Avenue, then southerly along the western property l i n e of 35 Tyler Place, then 
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Two Amherst College professors also b u i l t houses i n the d i s t r i c t : William S. Tyler 
(4) , professor of philosophy and Greek as well as an author and h i s t o r i a n ; and 
Richard H. Mather (21), a professor of Greek. 

Other structures i n the d i s t r i c t were owned by l o c a l leaders of education, industry 
and commerce. Ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the d i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s large number of 
structures designed or altered by William Fenno Pratt (9,14,16,18,22,13) who was 
a leading architect i n Western Massachusetts i n the mid-19th century. Other excellent 
examples of period architecture include the F i r s t Congregational Church and Parsonage 
(23 & 24), 257 Main Street (20), 10 Tyler Place (2), the re v i v a l styled f r a t e r n i t i e s 
(6 & 5), and the many private houses such as the Enos Cook House (1), the Amherst 
Record (26) or the commanding Luke Sweetser House (7). 

The Amherst Depot of the Central Vermont Railroad (15) i s one of the oldest extant 
i n Massachusetts. 
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westerly along the northern property l i n e of 24 Tyler Place, then southerly along 
the rear property lines of 24, 16, 10, Tyler Place, then westerly along the rear 
property l i n e of 10 Lessey Street, then southerly along the western property l i n e of 
10 Lessey Street, then southeasterly across Main Street and continuing southerly along 
the westem property l i n e of 99 Main Street, then proceeding easterly, generally, along 
the rear property lines of 99 through 373 Main Street, then proceeding southerly along 
the eastern property l i n e of 437 Main Street t o the rai l r o a d tracks and then proceeding 
northeasterly along the tracks, and then proceeding across Main Street t o the st a r t i n g 
point. 
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