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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON e
Office of the Secretary, Sate House, Bostoa

1 Towmn Boston (CBD-Theatre Area)

Name of area (tf any) Beach/knapp  QACXKAAA

Photo (3x3' or &N
Saple to left sde of form 3. Geaeral date or period late 19th and
Photo aumber

early 20th century

4. lsareauaiform (explaia):

: iastyle? no (predominentlv Victorian
& , . - o Feoel - Commercial Style)
V. o~ o . ia coaditiop? no (good to fair condition

/ S iatype of ownership? ypR (privatp)

no (NNTnTnf="rm'al/
light manufacturing)
5. Map. Use space bdow to draw a geaeral mgp of the areaiavolved. ladicate aay historic
properties for which iadividual reports are completed ca FormsB thruF, usir”™ corres-
poadiag aumbers. Show street aames (iacludiog route aumbers, if aay) aad iadicate aortii. n
ladicate with aa " X' existiag houses aot iaveatoried oa Form B.
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7. Historical data. Explaia the historical/architectural importaace of this area.

SI-..

8. Bibliography aad/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps etc.
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Beach/ Knapp Aea Foom . o .

The ch/ District 1s conposed of sixbuildings |ocated on two side streets
between the "Adult Entertai nment Zone" of |ower Véshington Street and the Harrison Avenue
edge of Chinatown and the Garnent District. The buildings reflect the historical devel op-
nent of the area fromresidential tomxed conmercial light industrial/warehouse uses
and are architecturally significant as fine exanples of particular building types.

During the 1830's and 40's, the Beach/ Knapp area ves predomnant!y residential, and
the nodest Geek Revival rowhouses at 5 & 7 Knapp (TH50 and TH51) survive fromthis
earlier Penod. Because of the nearby Boston to A'bany and Od Gl'ony Railroad ter-
mnal s, the Vdshington Street area vaS al so a popul ar 1ocation for hotels. @e such
hotel, the "Shakespearian Inn" remains at 7-15 Beach Street (TH47). The other three
bui | di nltys, 17-23 and 25-29 Beach and 923 Knapp (TH 48, TH 49, 52) are representative
of the light manufacturingactivity which gradually noved into the area after the Geat
Fire of 1872 which resulted i ndi'splacement fromthe city center of nore marginal whol e-
sale and 1ight industrial uses, particularly those related to Boston's clothing industry.
Little i s known about the specific uses of these three buildings except that two were
originally owed b%/ Adrew G Veeks, a ﬁartner ina large and prosperous whol esal e drug
conpany, and the third was oaned hy 's son. Vrren P \igeks, a real estate broker.

The three "loft" buildings are architecturally significant as fine exanples of the
Victorian Gormercial Style. e at 17-23 Beach (TH48) and 923 N“epggl'l-lSZ) wer e
desi gned W the nationally known firmof Shepley, Ritan and Coolidge. Knapp i s
particularly indebtedto the Rchardsoniantradition inits sinplenmassing and multi-
story arcades. The renodel | ed Shakespearian Inn (TH47) has several archrtectural
features which are unique i nthe Central Business District, including three 4-story netal
oriel wndows, elaborate cast iron capitals, and a cast iron plaque of WIIiam Shakespeare.
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Area E Beach/ Knapp District ool eI eI e o™,

Acreage: 2/5ths of anacre
UM Reference # 19/ 330140/ 4690600

Boundary Justification: The boundary |ine was drawn around four buildings consi dered of

gh architect ge ual ity wth 19t century characteristics (7-15, ]Z’?é%][d Iﬁe}éc
SEF by .ﬁggti e S er i LR 2553015 el KRARR S KHETeH
Listof Buildings: (all considered contributing):
TH-47 7-15 h Street - (Shakespearian Inn % remodel led 1897 by F '
Hartwel ) 5-story tan brick Renai ssance Revival building with unusua 4- story
oriels. "Renodel [ed into "Shakespearian Inn" in 1897.
TH-48 %t72|3 Blaafcth Stbre?td' - (1906, Shepley, Ritan & Coolidge) 8-story brick Gomercial
e "lo uildin
TH-49 2"¥29 Beach Street —g(1885 Vi t andCutter) 6-story brick Gonmerical Style
"I oft" building constructed for |ight nanufacturln% use.
TH-50 5 Knapp Street - (c. 1835-39) 3i5-story vernacul ar brick Geek Revival dwelling
raised to 4 stories and given commercial storefront.
TH-51 7 W%Street - (c. 1 3-story vernacul ar brick Geek Revival duwelling.
TH-52 923 % Street - Shepl ey, Ritan & Gool i dge) 6-story Ronanesque
Revi val / Conmer ci al Style brick "Ioft" building.
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9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheets. Section9 ﬂ-IVI N]-
VERRD

10. Geographical Data ARAE NI VD

see individual and area forns

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Boston South Quadrangle scale 1"=25.000"
UMT References

31219]19.4.,01 |[4,619,0/6 5.,0] LI L
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
crLa rbrrrrrrtrcrel ..l D S
E 3-3. J L F [tjJd
G J J L H

t Verbal boundary descrl tionand justification The sout hern boundary @ the Theatre Area starts at a
oint onWshington St., 520 south of the intersection of Kneeland & Véshington. Fromthis point i t
uns due west anng anarbltrarghstralght line toapoint on Charles St. South 442 south of Stuart
treet. Fomthenceit follows Charles St. South one block north tothe intersection of Stuart St.

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county ocode

state ocode county ocode

11. Form PreparedBy

by Eamela Fox

nameftile Candace Jenkins, Registration Director 0ston | andmarks Commission

organization Ma<;<;achijsetts Hi«;t.nriral Cnmmi?:<:inn date
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (~17) 727-8470
city or town Boston, state MA 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this propertywithin  the state isy.

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National I-listoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures set forth” the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
PPR'HCRS use only
I hereby certify-"tjat this proRerlv. mclgKie/fn the National Register

sOfiufi:
4(eeper ofttie National pepster

Attest;
AnChlef of Registration

GPO 938 835
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000272
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