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This SLR is issued at the request of the Massachusetts state historic preservation office to make a 
technical change to the nomination to clarify the boundary of the historic district. The National 
Register of Historic Places Registration form is amended to clarify that the boundary of the 
Beach-Knapp Historic District extends beyond the front facades of the buildings out to the curbs 
of the streets. 
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FORM A - A R E A S U R V E Y 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Bostoa 

Form cumbers in this area Area QO. 
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1. Town Boston (CBD-Theatre Area) 

Name of area (tf any) Beach/knapp QACXKAAA 
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Photo (3x3" or 3x5-̂  
Staple to left side of form 
Photo aumber 

3. Geaeral date or period l a t e 19th and 

ear ly 20th century 

4. Is area uaiform (explaia): 

, ia style? no (predominentlv Vic tor ian 
&" , . ' - ' ' : * :•. • ' Commercial Style) 

v. ; ~ ia coaditiop? no (good to f a i r condition 
• " • ' .. ••}. ' . . . •" ' . i • 

/ ia type of ownership? ypR (privatp) 

no (nnTnTnf= r̂m'al/ 
l i gh t manufacturing) 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a geaeral map of the area iavolved. Iadicate aay historic 
properties for which iadividual reports are completed oa Forms B thru F, usir^ corres-
poadiag aumbers. Show street aames (iacludiog route aumbers, if aay) aad iadicate aortii. ^ 
Iadicate with aa "x" existiag houses aot iaveatoried oa Form B. 
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Kneeland Street 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadraat 

MHC Photo ao. 

6. Recorded by Pamela Fox 

Orgaaizatioa Boston Landmarks Commiss 

Date J ^ e , 1979 

(over) 

5M-2-75-R061465 

FORM A - AREA SURVEY 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

• • 

1. Photo (3x3" or 3x51' 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number -----

.... 

Form numbers in this area Area no. 

-n+- 't'7 +o 71-f- 5~ e 

1. Town Boston (CED-Theatre Area) 

Name of -area (if any) Beach/Xnapp ~ 

3. General date or period late 19th and 

early 20th century 

4. Is area uniform (explain): 

in style? no (predominently Victorian 
Commercial Style) 

in condition? no ( good to fair condition 

in type of ownership? yes (private) 

in use? no ( cmnrnerci al/ 
. light manufacturing) 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic 
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B tbru F , using corres­
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and iodicate north. 
Indicate with an ''X" existing houses not inventoried on Form B. 
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Orgallization __ B_o_s_t_o_n_L_an_dm_a_r_k_s_C_o_mnu_· ss 
MHC Photo no. ------- Date June, 1979 ----------------

(over) 
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7. Historical data. Explaia the historical/architectural importaace of this area. 
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8. Bibliography aad/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 

Boston C i t y Director ies / ' .''7...-'/'fi ; ; 

7. Historical data. Explain. tbe historical/ architectural importance of this area. 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 

Boston City Directories 



FHR-8-300A , i •' ; ^ 
Cll/78) - ; 1' 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

RECEl/tDj40V 7 r * 

DATg ENTERED 

CONTINUATION SHEET Bibl iographical ITEMNUMBER 9 PAGE 

Beach/Knapp Area Form 
The Beach/Knapp District 1s composed of six buildings located on two side streets 

between the "Adult Entertainment Zone" of lower Washington Street and the Harrison Avenue 
edge of Chinatown and the Garment District. The buildings reflect the historical develop-
ment of the area from residential to mixed commercial and light industrial/warehouse uses 
and are architecturally significant as fine examples of particular building types. 

During the 1830's and 40's, the Beach/Knapp area was predominantly residential, and 
the modest Greek Revival rowhouses at 5 & 7 Knapp (TH-50 and TH-51) survive from this 
earlier period. Because of the nearby Boston to Albany and Old Colony Railroad ter­
minals, the Washington Street area was also a popular location for hotels. One such 
hotel, the "Shakespearian Inn" remains at 7-15 Beach Street (TH-47). The other three 
buildings, 17-23 and 25-29 Beach and 9-23 Knapp (TH-48, TH-49, TH-52) are representative 
of the light manufacturing activity which gradually moved into the area after the Great 
Fire of 1872, which resulted in displacement from the city center of more marginal whole­
sale and light industrial uses, particularly those related to Boston's clothing industry. 
Little is known about the specific uses of these three buildings except that two were 
originally owned by Andrew G. Weeks, a partner in a large and prosperous wholesale drug 
company, and the third was owned by Week's son. Warren P. Weeks, a real estate broker. 

The three "loft" buildings are architecturally significant as fine examples of the 
Victorian Commercial Style. Those at 17-23 Beach (TH-48) and 9-23 Knapp (TH-52) were 
designed by the nationally known firm of Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge. 9-23 Knapp is 
particularly indebted to the Richardsonian tradition in its simple massing and multi­
story arcades. The remodelled Shakespearian Inn (TH-47) has several architectural 
features which are unique in the Central Business District, including three 4-story metal 
oriel windows, elaborate cast iron capitals, and a cast iron plaque of William Shakespeare. 

FHR-8-300A 
(11/78) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET Bibliographical ITEM NUMBER g PAGE · 

Beach/Knapp Area Form 
The Beach/Knapp District is composed of six buildings located on two side streets 

oetween the 11 Adult Entertainment Zone" of lower Washington Street and the Harrison Avenue 
edge of Chinatown and the Garment District. The buildings reflect the historical develop-, 
ment of the area from residential to mixed commercial and light industrial/warehouse uses 
and are architecturally significant as fine examples of particular building types. 

During the 183O 1 s and 4O 1 s, the Beach/Knapp area was predominantly residential, and 
the modest Greek Revival rowhouses at 5 & 7 Knapp (TH-5O and TH-51) survive from this 
earlier period. Because of the nearby Boston to Albany and Old Colony Railroad ter­
minals, the Washington Street area was also a popular location for hotels. One such 
hotel, the "Shakespearian Inn 11 remains at 7-15 Beach Street (TH-47). The other three 
buildings, 17-23 and 25-29 Beach and 9-23 Knapp (TH-48, TH-49, TH-52) are representative 
of the light manufacturing activity which gradually moved into the area after the Great 
Fire of 1872, which resulted in displacement from the city center of more marginal whole­
sale and light industrial uses, particularly those related to Boston's clothing industry. 
Little is known about the specific uses of these three buildings except that two were 
originally owned by Andrew G. Weeks, a partner in a large and prosperous wholesale drug 
company, and the third was owned by Week's son, Warren P. Weeks, a real estate broker. 

The three "loft" buildings are architecturally significant as fine examples of the 
Victorian Corrmercial Style. Those at 17-23 Beach (TH-48) and 9-23 Knapp (TH-52) were 
designed by the nationally known firm of Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge. 9-23 Knapp is 
particularly indebted to the Richardsonian tradition in its simple massing and multi­
story arcades. The remodelled Shakespearian Inn (TH-47) has several architectural 
features whi.ch are unique in the Central Business District, including three 4-story metal 
oriel windows, elaborate cast iron capitals, and a cast iron plaque of William Shakespeare. 
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FHR-8-300A , " 
Cll/78) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR HCRS use ONL̂  

RECEIVED 

DATE EfiTEREa 

CONTINUATION SHEET Bibl iographical ITEMNUMBER 9 PAGE 

Area E: Beach/Knapp D i s t r i c t •/• '.'•'"'^ .. •''^'t'-'• •'". ' 
Acreage: 2/5ths of an acre 
UTM Reference #: 19/330140/4690600 ; . 

Boundary Justification: The boundary line was drawn around four buildings considered of 
high architectural quality with 19th century characteristics (7-15, 17-23 and 25-29 Beach 
Street ^nd 9-23 Knapp Street). . In^the^process 5 and. 7 Knapp SireeLis/fire also included, reflecting the area^S earlier nineteenth century residentraT ch&fSCter, 
Listof Buildings: (all considered contributing): 

7-15 Beach Street - (Shakespearian Inn) (c. 1885, remodelled 1897 by F. " 
Hartwell) 5-story tan brick Renaissance Revival building with unusual 4-story 
oriels. Remodelled into "Shakespearian Inn" in 1897. 
17-23 Beach Street - (1906, Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge) 8-story brick Commercial 
Style "loft" building. 
2̂ -29 Beach Street - (1885, Wait and Cutter) 6-story brick Commerical Style 
"loft" building constructed for light manufacturing use. 
5 Knapp Street - (c. 1835-39) 3i5-story vernacular brick Greek Revival dwelling 
raised to 4 stories and given commercial storefront. 
7 Knapp Street - (c. 1835) 3-story vernacular brick Greek Revival dwelling. 
9-23 Knapp Street - (1889, Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge) 6-story Romanesque 
Revival/Commercial Style brick "loft" building. 

TH-47 

TH-48 

TH-49 

TH-50 

TH-51 
TH-52 
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FHR-8-300A 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF lllSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET Bibl iographi ca 1 ITEM NUMBER 9 

Area E: Beach/Knapp District 
Acreage: 2/5ths of an acre 
UTM Reference#: 19/330140/4690600 

PAGE . 

Boundary Justification: The boundary line was drawn around four buildings considered of 
high architectural quality with 19th century characteristics (7-15, 17-23 and 25-29 Beach 
Street ~nd 9h-23 Knapp Street) .. IntthetDrocess 5 and. 7 Knaoo s~reettwere also included, reflecting t e areas ear11ef nine een n century res1dent1a1 tn:arac- er, 
List of Buildings: (all considered contributing}: 
TH-47 7-15 Beach Street - (Shakespearian Inn} (c. 1885, remodelled 1897 by F. 1 

Hartwell) 5-story tan brick Renaissance Revival building with unusual 4-story 
oriels. Remodelled into "Shakespearian Inn" in 1897. 

TH-48 17-23 Beach Street - (1906, Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge} a-story brick Commercial 
Style "1oft 11 building. 

TH-49 2~-29 Beach Street - (1885, Wait and Cutter} 6-story brick Commerical Style 
11 loft 11 building constructed for light manufacturing use. 

TH-50 5 Knapp Street - (c. 1835-39} 3½-story vernacular brick Greek Revival dwelling 
raised to 4 stories and given commercial storefront. 

TH-51 7 Knapp Street - (c. 1835} 3-story vernacular brick Greek Revival dwelling. 
TH-52 9-23 Knapp Street - (1889, Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge} 6-story Romanesque 

Revival/Commercial Style brick 11 loft 11 building. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
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See continuation sheets. Section 9 IfTM NOT VER!R:D 

10. Geographical Data A3:EAGE NOT VER'FED 
Acreage of nominated property 
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Verbal boundary description and justification The southern boundary Of the Theatre Area starts at a 
oint on Washington St., 520' south of the intersection of Kneeland & Washington. From this point i t 
uns due west along an arbitrary straight line to a point on Charles St. South 442' south of Stuart 
treet. From thence i t follows Charles St. South one block north to the intersection of Stuart St., 

Lis t a l l s t a t e s and c o u n t i e s for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Candace Jenkins, Reqistrat ion Director  

organization Ma<;<;achijsetts H i « ; t . n r i r a l Cnmmi?:<:inn 

by Pamela Fox 
Bos ton Landmarks Commission 

date 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone ( ^ 1 7 ) 727 -8470 

city or town Boston, state MA 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this propertywithin the state isy. 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National l-listoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set f o r t h ^ the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. ' 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

PPR'HCRS use only 
I hereby certify-^tjat this proRerlv mclgKie/fn the National Register 

sOfiufi: 
4(eeper of ̂ e National peplster 

Attest; 

^ ^ C h l e f of 

>f ttie National Bepstei 

Registration 

date 
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state . code county code 

11. · Form. Prepared By 
'. 

name/title Candace Jenki ~s, .. ~egi strath:io -Dfre-ctor 
by Pamela · Fox 

Boston Landmarks Commission 

· organization Massachusetts Hi stari cal Commi'ssi on date 
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street & number 294 'Washingtdn Street · telephone. (617,} 7,27 -,8470 

city or town Boston ., . state MA 02108 ' 
.J , • 

12. State•Historic Presf;trvation Officer Ce~i:ification 
The evaluated s~nce_-of this prope~ithin the state ·iy 
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according to the criteria and procedures set to~ the Heritage Conservation al'id Recre~tion S~rvice. 
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Boston, MA 
Historic Resources of the Boston 

Theatre Area DEC 9 \900 
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Negative at Boston Landmarks Commis-
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

*: 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000272 

. • > • • • "' -.v. 

••• .: -.t 
:'0 -•'• 

Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property . 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000272 
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March 9, 2005 

Ms. Carol Shull 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW, 8th Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Re: Technical clarification, Boston Theatre MRA 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

This request is regarding a technical clarification for the boundaries of the four districts 
within the Boston Theatre Multiple Resource Area (12/9/1980), Boston (Suffolk), MA: 
the Beach- Knapp Hi ·toric District· the Liberty Tree Historic District; the Piano Row 
Historic District; and the West Street Historic District. In keeping with current National 
Park Service practices, please note that the boundaries of the National Register districts 
should extend beyond the front facades of the buildings out to the curbs of the streets. 
Thank you for making this technical adjustment. 

Sincerely, 

II ~ 
~dberg ~...,.,,_, _,., 

National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Cc: Roysin Billett, Boston Landmarks Commission 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www. state. ma. us/ sec/mhc 
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