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The John Moore House of Edgecomb, Maine, with portions constructed by 1741, is 
in origin one of the oldest buildings in the mid-coastal region of this state. A 
house, ell, and barn are represented, all of which are of frame construction with 
gable roofs and clapboard siding.

The oldest portion of the property is the house. Originally this was of Cape 
Cod design, but c.1765 the roof was elevated about 5 feet to admit more second-floor 
space. Thus, the house was originally of 1% stories. This might now be described 
as containing 1 3/4 stories. This alteration is evident in the unique profile and 
small second-story windows, but above all in obvious cutting and splicing in struct­ 
ural members exposed in the interior. Fenestration is 9/6, except in the facade f s 
second story which contains 6-light casements. The facade faces west and is 5 bays 
wide with a central entrance (a full cape). Sidelights were added to the simple 
entrance early in the 19th century. A large central chimney is set just forward 
of the roof ridge, which services well-preserved heating and cooking fireplaces.

The ell is of 1% stories with fenestration as in the house. This was built 
c. 1850.

The barn, with its gabled ventilator, predates 1850 as it is recorded that it 
was moved to its present location Cattached to the end of the ell) in that year.

The interior of the house retains in the front parlors much of the simple 
colonial wainscot and the five original fireplaces are still operative.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the earliest houses in the Edgecomb-Wiscasset area, this structure was 
built by John Moore prior to 1741 on land granted to him in 1736. In addition to 
its age it is remarkable structurally as a Cape the roof of which was raised up 
c. 1765 to provide a heightened ceiling for the second floor and small windows on 
the front for added light. A house with very similar features and structural history 
is known to exist in Litchfield, Connecticut.

When John Moore sold the house in 1764 to John Grey, the latter, requiring 
additional space for a large family, literally "raised the roof". Interior 
evidence indicates that the roof including the plates and end girts was lifted about 
five feet and new plates and girts installed on top of the posts and studs. Remains 
of the original end girts are still in evidence but were cut through to make open­ 
ings for the second story full size windows.

Of peripheral interest is the fact that in the 1880*s the house was owned by 
Captain William Manson Patterson, skipper of the "Jefferson Borden", three masted 
schooner, at the time of the celebrated mutiny in 1875. On a run from New Orleans 
to London, the first and second mate,.Patterson's brother and cousin respectively, 
were both murdered by the crew, but the Captain alertly turned the tables on the 
mutineers and brought the ship in.

Spectacularly sited on the crest of a hill overlooking the tidal estuary of 
the Sheepscot River, the John Moore House is an important local landmark recalling 
the period of earliest settlement in the region.
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