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The Peirce house is a massive residential structure in the Richardsonian
Romanesque tradition. Constructed of rock-faced granite laid in a random
ashlar pattern, the house has overall dimensions of 78' x 53%. The main roof
is a high-pitched, parapetted gable, the ridge parallel to the front facade,
with a slightly lower gable roof, set at right angles to the main roof, which
covers the rear section of the house. This essentially straightforward
roofscape is enlivened by short chimneys with corbelled caps, set flush with
the walls; parapet gable wall dormers of assorted sizes; and a profusion

of turrets, large and small. The fenestration (principally on the south

and east sides) presents an irregular arrangement of vertical panels of
varying width and height, each with a round-arched window with stone mullions
above a window with flat jack arch. On the other facades, which do not

face the street, the jack-arch form predominates. There are three projecting
bays: a rectangular, 2-story bay on the south side; a polygonal 3-story bay
on the southeast corner, and a one-story, semicurcular bay on the northeast
corner. This latter bay is hidden beneath the stone veranda which extends
the full length of the front facade and wraps around the southeast corner.
The veranda, like the polygonal bay, is crenellated; and it is supported

on paired columns with cushion capitals, set on high stone pedestals.

The main part of the house is arranged on the center hall plan, with large
rooms to either side on the first floor. The second floor plan is more
irregular, with rooms coming off all four sides of a central stairwell.
The third floor has a very large, L-shaped room at the front, with smaller
rooms surrounding it and at the rear. Two.first-floor rooms, the halls
and the staircase are in their original state. Elsewhere, the original
woodwork and walls are in place, but are hidden behind free-standing
walls that contain exhibit cases.
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The Peirce house is a rather interesting manifestation of Richardsonian
Romanesque residential architecture, exhibiting the round arch, masonry
constructicn and sense of weight and mass characteristic of the style.

The Peirce house, however, has a rather 'brutal' quality about it, due
largely to the rough textures of the masonry detail. The massing of

the house is also interesting, particularly in the use of the long side
gable as the main roof. The polygonal bay and the turreted wall dormer

of the northeast corner are also features of note. The house is carefully
designed for its corner lot, with the bulk of detail concentrated on the
two facades which face the street.

The house was designed in 1891 (by a local architectural firm, name yet
unknown) and completed by 1894. The builders were Hansen Bros. of Sioux
City, who apparently specialized in masonry construction. They accounted
for quite a few commercial blocks in the city, and were the builders

of the Sergeant Floyd Monument, dedicated in 1901. The original owner,
John Peirce, came to Sioux City in 1869 and made his fortune in real
estate speculation and railroading. He lost everything in the panic

of 1893, raffled off his house in 1900, and moved to Seattle. Over .
the next 60 years, the house had several owners, and was vacant at three
different periods. In 1960, the house was purchased by Sioux City's
Junior League, and turned over to the city as a public musuem.
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