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DESCR[BE TH F’RE§ENT AND ORIGINAL (if known PHYSICAL APPFARAN E

U. 5. ﬁp@ «t the Junction of

~ Y A -~ - e E o
nosed OF u&mgbxuﬂ 3zl drn., 3m10 in.,

Toe fhilipnl covered bRridge is 2 vWo-lane wooden bridge on

Ue 5. 119, crossing
i

O

U. . Joend
the Tygartl!s Valley River at rPuilipni, 2a bkur County, West V
ninla,
e western abubment is b
he river bed and is 25 It.

ilt on Uollc rock at the level of
il te foundation of the origin-

al pier is slate rock about 2 Teet below the surface ol the rivep
bed., [he eastern abubtrment is three Teel below the surface of the

river bed on a bed of t'stone coal! and bullt to a helght of 201t}
Later, two concrete plers were constructed on ewtmcr aide of the
Oflflmal sler to strengthien a

The woodern st serstrueture S : : archesg
ol 73u~”/3 feet i lengta.  An nnusual sbringer systenm 1s con-
and 37 : : nolbehed

r-_r

nalf and call into tioe Tloox N o ' m
placed on, and running pa 9¢193 with tie 1omcr chords. These
gurln&erg, .QJQ¢ frared lnto the floor beams and pinned as well,
serve £s8 bracing, and no lateral system for bracing is used. A
type of fish-plate joint is used for lower cuord wyllClhw. he
only mebal in the bridge is in the form of hand-made bolts used
to nold the various rr together, but in no case do these
b01tu talce any primary stress., The transfer of 10&& from one
element to anobiher is accomplished by direcct bearing or by
notching. Wedges take care of shrinkage conditions and wooden
pins are used in the bracing systems. /£

Sorie decay nas occcurred in the arches, but the properly pro-
tectbed timbers are in good condition, After nearly 120 years
of continuous use, bLhe structure is almost perfectly aligned.

Original masonry material was from the Philippl vicinity.
The yellow voplar used for the superstructure was cut and pre-
pared in 3Barbour County. The sides of the bridge are boarded.

In the “erlod 193!~38 the foundation and floor of Lhe bridce
were strenpbhened. Two concrete pilers were alded to accormodatbe

leid, A wedestrian
tridge, Lt*e

motor vehicle tralflic A4 concrete floow
added along L,“G southern side of

w3 el

walls w

rounded portals were squared to accommodate ctake vodied trucks,
Because ol Lruck damage to the portals, tihe clearance ?ikﬂt nas
been roduced to a tel bt of 12 Teet. Lhig 1i~1t allows most

tractor Lrailer braffic to use the bridge.
The West Virginia Department of Hishways waintains the bridge.
The Barbour County ristorical Soclety has waged a constant cam-
pailgn to prevent the bridge's demise.
e woodworis sbove the portals nag been replaced a nurber of
s following damaces from large truck trnffic. The woodwork
1nted white and carry this hListorical message: "Phil
. Ja. Scene of Pirst Land Battle of CLVll war. This
Erected 1852 Served Poth North and South in Passage of
and Supplles Across Mountains into Virginia,"
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

I'he wooden, two-lane covered bridge, crossing the Tygart's
Valley River, at Philippl, Barbour County, West Virginia was
built in 1652. It is one of only six rermaining two-lane cov-
ered bridges in the United States. It 1s the only wooden bridge
to accormodate busy federal nighway traffic, U. S. 250. The
bridge was constructed in 10651-52 to facilitate the 106lLE Beverly
and Fairmont Road, wnich had been bullt ©to stimulate the use of
the Staunton-Parkersbury Turnpike, an important link with Rich-
mond and Norfolk. The Beverly and Falrmont Road ended at Pair-
mont on the lonongshela River, a terminal on the new Baltinmore
and Oric mRailroad.

Tne Clarksburg Democrat printed a request for bids for the
bridge at Poilippl in May 1850, Contracts were awarded to
Bmmett J, O0'Brien for tie masonry work, and to Lemuel and Eli
Chenoweth, of Beverly, Virginia, now West Virginia, for the
superstructure of tlLe bridge, The foundation proved a lenptny
task and an cutbrear of typhoid fever further delayed progress.
Late in 1852 the bridge was completed 2t a cost of $12,181.2).

Lermuel Chenoweth, a cabinet, furniture and wagon malker had
beenn bullding bridges on tie Staunton Road for nearly twelve
years., UVeagerly educated in "pPavper Schools", established undex
the Virginia Literary Ffund, Chenoweth credited God for his exbtrg-
ordinary ftalents In bridge design and construction, Conbracts
for tihe Staunton Turnpike bridges had been glven Chencweth, wien
ne toolr a collapsible wodel of his bridge 200 miles over the
mountains to Richwond, [There he demonstrated its sturdiness by
placing the model between two cuanirs and walking the length of

the bridge, This model may be seen teday in Richrmond, The Phil-~

ivpi bridge rermalnsg his greatest masterpiece. /Witn 1ittle alten-
N P

)
tion the bridge nas had conbinuous use in the nearly 120 years
54 :

sipece 1¢ s bullt y
/@b@ Priliopdl bridsge fisured in an early campaizn of the Civil
War in 18561 in western Virginia. Unlon General George B.
YeClellan in Cincinnati, concerned over Confederabe raids againdt
the Baltinore and Onio Rallroad and the destruction of bridges
in western Virginia, sent and Indiana troops Iintoc the re-
the Union. Confederate Col. George

headguarters in Poilipni. Learning of the movement of Union
troops, Porterfield prepared toc retrent Lo toe 3South, but delayqd
too long, On June 2 and 3, 1obl, toe Union forces under Col,

cotite
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
State [] Local [7]

National

~ Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and toric Preservation
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Benjamin R ;p Wit retﬁeaﬁ*rg Cow&uderau 8,

and a brief sitiraisn ¢ regultl LE$&C casualtl

federate troops, sovme wf ﬂﬁoy were Jleepi”q within the cave?e
bridre, hastily fled., Dumont's 7th Indiana Volunteers "capbu
the bridge for the Union, McClellant's reports of the engagen
sent to Washington were so glowing that the engageren
as a major victory for the Union, fihis first inlea

v
i

part, secure the B&0 and this section of western
tre Union csause,

At tirnes, Union troops used the bridge as barracks and wart

raffic flowed over it in woverent of ou7317@‘ from the o

at Webster, soutil along ¢ Tygartts Valley to maintain the a

of occcupaticn., Many of the Jnenoweth bridveo he Sta
ton Fike were destroyved, The %leipML bridge rﬂﬂaWhod intact
largely because 1t was controlled by the Uzimn, shose cause 1

served,

Reportedly, the bridge was in ﬂmnref on two obtier cccasions
the war. In 1863, tnc ch ederate raider, Gen, William Jones
plans to burn the bridge. A local CTLL ZOIL, Re Josihua Corde
convinced Jones to spars Lhe mflufc.
or COHALOC??L Compa D, 2Cti .
ordered Lo costroy toe bridoe.
L. Jack:om rescinted the corder
plans were known.,

The old covered ©
and vehicular d 7 120 years.
and tie Barbour County m¢StOfiC“l Society sponszore
celebration, at which tive a history of the bridge was CO“ﬂll

and publa :heds The bridge's real significance may well he its
lon& history of service in providing for © T
of countless Virginians and VWest Virginians.
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