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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hezekiah Chase house of 1826 is a solid two and a half story rectang-
ular brick building of Federal period and style with a gable roof and two
internal end chimneys. The roof is shingled and the foundation is of stonme.

The main facade faces east and is five bays wide and two stories high.
The five windows across the second story are evenly-spaced and today are
two-over—-two double hung. The first story features a central fan doorway with
side-lights and a pair of windows to each side.

. The north and south elevations of the Chase House are two and a half stor-
ies high and three bays wide. The half story contains a single window, while
each the other stories each contains three. All windows in the house have
louvered shutters.

At the northern end of the west (rear) facade a wooden ell and barn are
attached. The ell consists of a center-chimmey frame cape with clapboard siding
which dates from c. 1810 (?). This cape was built by Chases father and it was
attached to the Federal house at the time the latter was built. The ell is five
bays wide, one story high with central doorway and two windows to either side,
each of them today two-over-two. Between the ell and barn is a connecting one-
story shed. The barn is a large frame clapboarded structure with gable roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Set well back from the street with a gracious gradually sloping lawn in fromt,
the Hezekiah Chase house stands out dramatically among its neighbors on the quiet
main street of the rural community of Unity. A late brick Federal structure, it dis-

plays a dignity impresSiv%Aits simplicity which conveys the traditions of its Quaker },
heritage.

A cellar hole behind the house marks the site of the home of Stephen Chase, a
Quaker from Durham, Maine, who settled in Unity in 1782. His son, Hezekiah, a more
warldly man, who gradually broke away from the religious tenets of his father, inher-
ited the property and built the present house. Industrious and honest, he was high-
ly respected and active in the community and was always referred to as "Judge Chase".

His son, Joseph Chase, a man of doggéd determination, was burdened by debt during
his life. His father had married for a second time late in life a woman much younger
than himself who was given a lifetime use of the property. In addition Joseph, al-
though inheriting the farm was required to pay each of five sisters a share of the in-~
heritance. This he did but only with great labor and deprivation for his wife and
family.

George Colby Chase, son of Joseph, grew up in the old brick house. Born in 1844,
he attended local schools and, at least partly through the sympathetic encouragement of
his mother, the former Jane Dyer, acquired a love of scholarship. As early as the age
of 17 he taught school on a part time basis in the neighboring town of Thorndike. Be-
ginning in 1862 he studied at the Maine State Seminary in Lewiston, a Freewill Baptist
institution, - - During his time there it was concluded to organize a college
which was named after Benjamin E. Bates a Boston capitalist who had done much to en-
courage industry in Lewiston. George Chase entered Bates college with the second class
in 1864. 1In spite of ill-health and problems of adjustment he graduated valedictorian
of his class in 1868.

After a year of teaching in New Hampshire he returned to Bates as instructor in
Greek while attending the theological seminary. Deciding at the end of the year to
abandon study for the ministry he became Professor of English at the tiny college. Tm
June of 1872 he married a college friend, Emma Millett, and built a large home in Lew-
iston in which his parents and other family members lived at one time or another.

Always dedicated to the interests of the college he devoted much of his free time
and some of his own money to fund raising efforts'its behalf. In 1894 his single
minded devotion was rewarded by election to the presidency of Bates College.
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The institution of which he became the leader was in a precarious state, suf-
fering in the midst of a financial depression with a pitifully inadequate endowment.
During his term of service he promoted the attendance of women at the college, installed
a Dean of Women and enlarged female dormitory facilities. He obtained a major contri-
bution of $150,000 to the endowment fund, partly through a Carnegie Grant of $50,000.
Building after building went up on the campus with gifts he was able to obtain from
various individuals. Students in his regime remember Dr. Chase for his sympathetic
understanding and open hospitality. Forced by failing health to retire in 1917, he
left behind him a firmly established, highly respected institution of higher learning.
He died in 1919.

His boyhood home in Unity, to which he was always devoted stands as a monument
to this gentle scholar and wise administrator.



