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Narrative Description

The Bountiful Historic District is located in the center of the western portion of the City of Bountiful,
approximately ten miles north of Salt Lake City. The district lies at the base of the city’s foothills to the east,
with the city of West Bountiful and the Great Salt Lake to the west. The boundary of the rectangular district is
equivalent to the original Bountiful town site survey known as Plat A, approximately three-quarters of the mile
square. The district is primarily residential with commercial development along Main Street, and on the
western and southern edges. The district includes 823 primary resources, of which 523 (63 percent) contribute
to its historic character. Of the 300 (37 percent) non-contributing resources, 101 are altered historic'buildings,
and 196 are out of period (See summary statistics at the end of Section 7). The district also includes 372
outbuildings, primarily garages, of which 265 (71 percent) are contributing and 107 (29 percent) are non-
contributing. The district also includes two non-contributing objects, one contributing site, and one non-
contributing site. ' |

Eighty-eight percent of contributing buildings are single-family dwellings. Multiple-family housing accounts
for four percent of contributing buildings. The historic housing stock ranges from adobe dwellings built in the
mid-1850s to ranch/rambler houses built in the mid-1950s. Seven percent of contributing buildings are
commercial or institutional. Most of the commercial buildings are located on Main Street with some found on
500 South and the 200 West corridor. The institutional buildinigs are scattered throughout the district. Two
buildings, the Bountiful Tabernacle [Photograph 10] and the Emily Green House [Photographs 30 & 31], were
previously listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Survey Methods and Eligibility Requirements

Classification of properties as contributing or non-contributing was based on the results of a Reconnaissance
Level Survey of Bountiful’s historic Plat A city center conducted in the spring and summer of 2004. The
boundaries of the historic district were drawn to include the highest concentration of historic resources within
Plat A. Each resource was evaluated for eligibility using the following guidelines and designations established
by the Utah State Historic Preservation Office:

A -- Eligible/Significant: built within the historic period and retains integrity; excellent example of style
or type; unaltered or only minor alterations or additions; individually eligible of National
Register for architectural significance; also, buildings of known historical significance.

B -- Eligible: built within the historic period and retains integrity; good example of type or style, but not
as well-preserved or well-executed as “A” buildings; more substantial alterations or additions
than “A”; eligible for National Register as part of a potential historic district or primarily for
historical, rather than architectural reasons.

C -- Ineligible: built during the historic period but has had major alterations or additions;
no longer retains integrity. [may still have important local significance].

D -- Out-of-period: constructed outside the historic period.'

! Standard Operating Procedures for Reconnaissance Level Surveys, Utah State Preservation Office (Revised October
1995), B.6.
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Evaluations were based primarily on age and integrity. Current condition (or upkeep), appearance, aesthetics,
and quality of construction were not determining factors in evaluation. Though a building will sometimes
appear newer than it actually is because of intrusive alterations and additions, the surveyor attempted to discern
the oldest portion of the building by looking for signs of greater age such as composition, massing, fenestration,
foundation materials, chimneys and landscaping.

Boundary Description and Development Patterns

The boundaries of the district encompass the original Bountiful town plat, which is bounded by 200 West, 400
North, 400 East and 500 South.? The district boundary includes properties on both sides of the boundary
streets. Bountiful was the second area settled by member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
(LDS or Mormon Church) after they founded Salt Lake City in 1847. By the early 1850s, there was a
community of family farmsteads scattered throughout the area currently known as Bountiful, Centerville and
Woods Cross. On May 1, 1854, the town was laid out within the boundaries of the three-quarter mile square
fort site. The fortified town site, known as Plat A, was designed to not only to provided protection from the
perceived threat of Native Americans, but was established on a model of Mormon town planning used by
Brigham Young throughout the Intermountain West. > Mormon town planning was based on the belief that the
community’s social, cultural and educational development would be better served by concentrating the
residences within the town site with farming in the outlying acreage. The City of Bountiful designated the Plat
A area a local historic district in 2004. It was named the Bountiful Fort Historic District.

The fort wall was designed as a dirt embankment along the Plat A boundary streets: It was only partially
completed and eventually demolished by 1900. Plat A was laid out in fifty-four five-acre blocks divided into
four lots. The blocks at the west edge are larger and the blocks on the eastern edge were some smaller,
probably because the original town plat had to accommodate existing transportation corridors. In the 1850s,
Second West was the Territorial Road and the main corridor for travel from Salt Lake City to the territory’s
northern towns [Photograph 1]. Bountiful’s Main Street was eventually curved at the north end of the plat to
line up with Centerville’s Main Street. Fourth North was also an existing street. It curves at 200 West where it
follows the line of Barton (now Holbrook) Creek. Fourth East may also have had some pre-existing
development [Photograph 2]. This likely accounts for Bountiful’s irregular plat, which unlike most Utah towns,
is not symmetrical from the intersection of Main and Center Streets. According to Bountiful historian Leslie
Foy, the north-south streets within the town site were surveyed to be six rods (99 feet) wide, and the east-west
streets were three rods (49.5 feet) wide.” The streets remain essentially as described, except for north-south
streets of 200, 300 and 400 East, which are also narrower [Photographs 3 & 4].

2 On the first Sanborn map of Bountiful, Center Street is shown as First North with the town site ending at Fifth North
(today’s 400 North). Main Street was also First West making Third West the western edge of the town. There is no
record of the name changes, but the current designation of Center Street and Main Street as the “zero” point appears to
have been in common use by the 1920s.

® Edward W. Tullidge, The History of Salt Lake City and Its Founders, (Salt Lake City, Utah: Edward W. Tullidge, Publisher
and Proprietor, 1880), 47. This concept was in turn based on the “City of Zion” plat originated by LDS Church founder
Joseph Smith for laying out the city of Nauvoo, lllinois.
* Leslie T. Foy, The City Bountiful: Utah’s Second Settlement from Pioneers to Present, (Bountiful, Utah: Horizon

Publications, 1975), 67.
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For the first one hundred years of Bountiful’s history, residential infill within the original plat was slow and
steady. Commercial activity was confined to the corridors of Main Street, the business district, and 200 West,
which was not only the main north-south road, but the route of the Salt Lake & Ogden Railway. Because
agriculture was the mainstay of the city’s economy, residential construction in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries was just as likely to take place along the transportation corridors between the orchards,
fields, and pastures, as within the town site. Due to the town’s proximity to the Utah’s largest city, Bountiful, in
the first half of the twentieth century, was both an agricultural outpost and a garden suburb. It was connected to
Salt Lake City by a paved highway, commuter rail and electric streetcar. In the second half of the twentieth
century, the city experienced a suburban building boom beginning right after World War II. Today there is very
little undeveloped farm acreage left within the city limits, and only a handful of vacant lots within the town site
[Photograph 5]. New moderate-density housing, institutional or commermal buildings are appearing on most of
the vacant lots [Photograph 6 & 7]. ‘ '

The most distinguishing characteristic of the town center is its position as the commercial core of the city for
one hundred and fifty years [Photograph 8]. Only within the past two decades has the bulk of the commercial
activity shifted closer to freeway on the west side of town (Interstate 15, which was completed in the 1960s).
Even now the Main Street commercial district remains a strong anchor to the commercial strip, which stretches
from Main Street along 500 South to the freeway entrance [Photograph 9]. The other constant has been the
public square at the corner of Main and Center, which was designated for the tabernacle and remains a pleasant
green space in the center of the city [Photograph 10]. In the late twentieth century, there has been some large-
scale development within and adjacent to the historic district. Examples include several office blocks on Main
Street and 200 West, box stores and strip-malls along 500 South, and the hospital complex at the corner of 400
East and 500 South [Photographs 11 & 12]. But for the most part, these buildings are on the edges of the
district and do not seriously impact the historic integrity of the district. A few of the larger buildings industrial
building, found mainly on 200’ West, are contributing [Photograph 13].

The development patterns of the district are distinct easily define the area. Unlike most of Utah’s larger cities,
the residential and commercial neighborhoods beyond the town site developed independently and not as an
extension of as the original plat. Because of the presence of the railroad for so many years, the area west of 200
West does not resemble the historic district and includes a mix of residential, commercial and industrial
development. Between 200 West and Main Street above 400 North, the Bountiful City Park and the Bountiful
Junior High School Grounds separate the historic district from the residential neighborhoods to the north
[Photograph 14]. While there are a number of historic homes along 200 West, Main Street and 400 East in the
neighborhoods north of 400 North, this area is primarily devoted to newer subdivisions. The same is true of the
neighborhood east of 400 East, where large tracts of post-war housing were constructed. The area south of 500
South is a mix of residential and commercial development and dominated by the civic center development
between 100 East and Main Street at approximately 750 South.

Streetscapes and Landscapes
Streetscapes within the district include mostly residential streets with uniform setbacks, sidewalks, gutters, and

mature landscaping. Pioneer-era homes are found primarily on the corner of the lots with later infill between,
except on the east side of the district where several showplace ranch houses were built on several corner lots. In
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general, the west side has a higher concentration of older homes and sporadic commercial development, while
on the east side, the streetscapes include a mix of housing stock, but with a high number of post-war houses
began to resemble the many subdivisions that proliferated in the foothills to the east. There are only a handful
of residential properties left on Main Street, and with the exception of one apartment block, all have been
converted to commercial 'use. There are a number of residences on the boundary streets, particularly on 200
West and 500 South. Despite growth on four sides, the Bountiful Historic District still feels like a small town.
The only traffic lights are on Main Street and Center Streets, and the intersections at the corners of the district.

As with most Mormon towns, water was an important resource and an early landscape features. The Bountiful
plat was laid out with the Holbrook Creek cutting a diagonal path through the town site. The creek runs
northwest, entering the town site at the corner of 300 South and 400 East, and exiting near 400 North and 400
East. Though the channel is now concrete and its course straightened, the creek is only partially culverted and
remains open for much of its course through the town site. One notable example is the historic Knighton
property at 275 E. 200 South, where the creek still runs behind a pioneer-era home on an undivided 1.25-acre
parcel [Photograph 15].

Landscaping within the district varies considerably and, for the most part, has been left to the discretion of
individual property owners. Most residences have some lawn with shrubs and flowerbeds in front [Photograph
16]. Many of the backyards have large garden plots and several fruit trees [Photograph 17]. Stone was used
extensively for landscaping, and many properties have individual features, e.g. nineteenth-century retaining
walls [Photograph 18]. Nearly every residential property has a garage, but there are few remaining agricultural
outbuildings. The feel of the landscape is suburban, especially on the east side, where patios and backyard
barbeque pits abound. There are a number of outdoor fireplaces in the district, including one built in the 1930s,
and large enough to be considered a contributing structure [Photograph 19]. The Main Street streetscape has
been beautified with bump-out curbs, angled parking, trees, planters, lamp-posts, benches and other
accoutrement [Photograph 8]. The tabernacle square, the grounds of the historic Stoker School, and the
Bountiful City Park are the historic district’s main green spaces [Photographs 10, 14 & 20]. The new (circa
1997) post office at the corner of Main and Center, across from the tabernacle, features a plaza with a fountain
and a commemorative obelisk (a non-contributing object) [Photograph 21]. There is also a pocket park located
near the new fire station at the corner of 100 West and Main Street, which is dedicated to firefighters
[Photograph 7].

Architectural Styles, Types and Materials by Period

The contextual periods below were developed during the Reconnaissance Level Survey conducted in 2004 to
describe the makeup of building inventory. A statistical summary of the architectural resources is found at the
end of Section 7. While the development of the town site was fairly steady, the extant historic building stock
suggests peaks in construction that appear in roughly thirty-year cycles. These peak periods distinguish
Bountiful’s historic district from other similar communities in Utah. One of these peaks occurred in the late
1920s and early 1930s when most Utah’s towns were experiencing little construction due to the depression.
Another peak period occurred between the late 1940s and early 1960s, when the population exploded.
Remarkably during this period, while many small towns, particularly in the Salt Lake Valley, were subsumed
by suburban development, the Bountiful city center managed to maintain most of its historic characteristics
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while transforming itself into a bedroom community and regional commercial destination. If you stand on the
sidewalk in Main Street or on the porch within the interior blocks, the neighborhood still feels like a small town,
~ primarily because of the lack of traffic and the architectural integrity of the residences. By the 1950s, high-end
ranch houses were able to share the landscape with pioneer-era dwellings, and near Main Street a number of
modern edifices were integrated into the historic commercial business district.

Early Settlement Period, 1848-1869

The extant architecture of the Bountiful’s early settlement period is distinguished by the use of locally available
materials and a pioneer builder’s vernacular. Approximately two percent of contributing buildings were built in
the settlement period. The first families lived in wagon boxes, tents, or crude dugouts. Log cabins were the
first semi-permanent dwellings; however, they were considered temporary structures and quickly converted to
outbuildings and later demolished. The only surviving log cabin in Bountiful is the Willey Cabin, which was
renovated and moved to the Bountiful City Park (within the historic district) in 1992 [Photograph 22].
However, in early 2005, the cabin was moved to the city hall complex (outside of the historic district).

The more substantial early settlement-period homes were constructed of adobe and stone. These dwellings
nearly all classically symmetrical and feature modest elements of Classical, Greek or Gothic Revival
ornamentation. A high number of adobe houses have survived, but most are difficult to identify because of
stucco and other alterations. There is a high possibility that more in-depth research may identify early adobe
(and possibly log) buildings as portions of enlarged or altered buildings within the historic district. The
Bountiful Tabernacle, completed in 1863, is one of the oldest and largest adobe buildings in Utah [Photograph
10]. This fairly ornate building was built in the Gothic Revival style, and although it has renovated and {
expanded (most recently by large additions on the side and the rear), it retains its historic integrity. It is located
at 55 S. Main Street on the public square. The Bountiful Tabernacle was listed on the National Register of
Historic Place on January 1, 1976.

There are four easily identified adobe dwellings within the district. The Crosby house, built in 1856, is one of
the oldest and purest examples of the classical style [Photographs 23 & 1A]. Built in the 1860s, the Hart house
at 298 E. 200 North, is an adobe house with brick ornamentation including a dentilated cornice and Greek
Revival returns [Photograph 24]. Similar details are also found on the earliest stone houses, most are built of
random rubble. The Willey home at 415 N. 200 West, built in 1868, is a well-preserved early example
[Photograph 25]. There are no extant commercial buildings from this period were identified. The Daniel Carter
stone barn, a recently renovated circa 1850s building at approximately 295 N. 200 West, is the only settlement
outbuilding in the district and one of the oldest buildings in Bountiful [Photograph 26].

Agriculture, Railroad and Commerce Period, 1870-1891

The construction of the railroad to Bountiful in 1870 had a tremendous impact on the economy of the
settlement. Approximately ten percent of contributing buildings were constructed during this period, but
historic sources suggest the original number was much greater considering a high number of documented
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buildings from this period that were subsequently demolished. The majority of buildings from this period are
residential with a handful of commercial and institutional examples. Many of the homes are similar to those
built in the previous period with a few adobe homes and a high number of stone examples, which remained
popular despite the availability of fired brick. The Garrett House at 250 S. 300 East is a Greek Revival-style
~adobe home built in 1873 [Photograph 27]. The Holbrook-Naylor home at 105 N. 100 East, built in 1869, is a
classical-styled house constructed of random fieldstone with a later brick addition to the rear [Photograph 28].
There are several comparable homes in the area.

By the 1870s and 1880s, fired brick was commonly available and became the material of choice. Just one block
north of the Holbrook home is the Stoker home at 205 N. 100 East [Photograph 29]. This residence, built in
1875, is one of the earliest surviving brick homes in Bountiful. It is a classically-styled house which features a
symmetrical facade, dentilated cornice returns, and rear surviving Victorian porch supports returns with a
slightly later rear wing addition. There are several good examples of early brick houses from this period. Some
have been covered in stucco, but most have exposed brick. During this period, the Victorian style became
ubiquitous and Bountiful has numerous eclectic examples of the style. The Emily Green House located at 206
N. 100 East and built in 1887, is an unusual example of an early brick foursquare with Victorian ornamentation
[Photograph 30]. This house was listed on the National Register in 1982, and the property includes a brick
smokehouse [Photograph 31]. The Willey-Riley house at 145 S. 200 East, built circa 1891, is more typical of
the Victorian cross-wing cottages built at the end of this period [Photograph 32].

This period of Bountiful’s architectural history is remarkably for the creativity expressed by its local builders in
the mingling of materials and style, both in the expansion of older homes and in new homes. The Day House at
92 N. 200 East began in 1872 as a one-room cabin which was later covered in stone. A brick addition was
added to the south around 1890 [Photograph 33]. The Rampton House at 96 W. 100 North was also built in
phases beginning before 1857 [Photograph 34]. Like the Hart House noted above, the construction method
combined adobe, brick and rock (for the attached granary in the rear). Henry J. Harrison, a bricklayer, used a
unique construction method on his own home at 291 E. 200 North (built circa 1875). He laid stringcourses of
brick between courses of stone [Photograph 35]. Fortunately, his handiwork can still be seen despite several
layers of paint and a large rear addition. The Davis house at 427 S. 100 East was a very eclectic design
constructed in 1890. This house is an example of a common practice of the period, placing layers of adobe
brick on the inner walls, and using fired brick only on the exterior [Photograph 36]. Frames houses from this
period, which have not been altered, are rare. The McDuff house at 253 S. 200 East is a small frame example
built around 1880 [Photograph 37].

The few surviving commercial and institutional buildings from the period vary in type, style and material. Most
of the historic commercial buildings were on Main Street and were demolished or altered. One extant example
is the Lewis Hotel & Saloon at 206 N. Main Street, a brick two-part block, built circa 1890 [Photograph 38].
Most institutional buildings of the period have been replaced. One example is Bliss Hall, located at 170 W. 400
South, a circa 1872 stone building (altered for commercial use) [Photograph 39]. Extant outbuildings include
several granaries and smokehouses associated with houses of the period, including the examples noted above.
Wooden outbuildings, which were an important part of the landscape of this period, have vanished.
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Incorporation and City Improvement Period, 1892-1925 .

b

The period that followed the city’s incorporation represents the transition from rural to urban development. The
City of Bountiful was incorporated in 1892. In the years that followed, the city’s early amenities were
concentrated on the Plat A town site and the adjacent neighborhoods. These amenities included electric power
(1896), electric streetcar (1900), Water system (1906-1907), streetlights (1908), sidewalks'(1909-1914), paved
streets (1918), and a bus line (1920).° The population of the city doubled in the period.

This period represents a large number of contributing resources at approximately twenty-four percent. This
period includes late Victorian-era residences (thirteen percent) and numerous (twelve percent) bungalows.
Brick was the primary building material. Stone used for foundation work, until concrete became available |
around 1915. Most of the earlier residences are Victorian-style cottages, however there are exceptions. For
example, the classically-styled stone house at 208 N. 200 East, was built by its owner, James H. Burningham, in’
1894, at a time when stone masonry (except for foundation work) arid classical symmetry had disappeared from
most Utah towns [Photographs 40 & 2A]. In fact stone remained an important part of Bountiful’s aesthetic
through the entire twentieth century. It was used and continues to be used in landscape work, and as a veneer
for remodels and additions. One example is the home of James Green, a brick maker and brick mason, at 196
N. 200 East. The current owners recently added a stone-veneer addition to the Victorian Eclectic house
[Photograph 41]. James Green built several homes in the area. Some of the bricks he used were stamped with
the name “Green” for his company. The distinctive double-arch brick window hoods, which are found on

homes throughout Bountiful, may also be a sign of his handiwork or his influence. Another Victorian cottage is
the district with this design is found at 293 N. 100 West [Photograph 42].

Thirteen percent of the district’s residences are Victorian in type and style. The asymmetry and multi-textural
ornamentation of the Victorian'Eclectic style was very popular in Utah during this period. Most of Bountiful’s
Victorian-era architecture is sedate, but there are a few more fanciful examples, such as the house at 371 N. 200
West, a Queen Anne-style house with a square tower [Photograph 43]. In the late nineteenth and early
twentieth century, the Victorian cross wing type evolved into the more complicated central-block-with-
projecting-bays house type. Two good examples of this evolution are the neighboring brick homes at 73 W.
100 North, the Day-Mabey house, and 94 N. 100 West, the Mark and Sarah Holbrook house. The Day-Mabey
home was built around 1903 with a rear addition built by the Mabey family in the 1910s. The house is a modest
example of the central-block type and features a dogtooth brickwork and shingled gable trim [Photograph 44].
The Holbrook House, built circa 1915, has a rock-face, concrete-block foundation, stucco in the gable trim and
a neo-classical porch [Photographs 45 & 3A]. Although brick was the primary material of this period, there are
a few frame examples, including the Victorian cottage at 141 E. Center Street [Photograph 46]. Remarkably, it
still features its original drop-novelty siding, while most other examples have been covered in aluminum or
vinyl.

The decade of the 1910s was a period of architectural transition in Bountiful. The bungalow style was
beginning to be popular and several Victorian-era homes were updated. The most notable example is the
Smedley House at 305 N. Main, an 1893 Victorian cross wing completely rebuilt into a bungaloid mansion in

® Historic sidewalks on 100 West still the 1922 imprint from the Riley & Gordon Construction Company of Salt Lake City.
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1915 [Photograph 47]. Six percent of contributing buildings in the district have been categorized as bungalow
in type with additional seven percent exhibiting characteristics of the bungalow style. The majority were built
after 1915 when the bungalow had replaced the Victorian cottage as Utah’s most popular house type. The
residence at 35 W. 100 South is a typical example with modest Prairie School influence [Photograph 48]. It
features the low-sheltering roof, large porch and informal floor plan that typify the bungalow. A more unusual
example is the concrete rock bungalow at 138 N. 100 East [Photograph 49]. This house also includes ane of
several rock-faced concrete-block garages in the district, however most of the contributing outbuildings from
this period are frame and brick garages [Photographs 46]. The largest house is the circa 1915 foursquare at 92
W. Center Street [Photograph 16]

This period includes the apex of historic development on Main Street, and despite recent demolitions, several
brick commercial blocks remain to represent the period. One example is the Bountiful Lumber & Supply
Company, a corner block located at 190 S. Main Street, built in 1919 (expanded to the north in the 1930s)
[Photograph 50]. This brick commercial building has continued in the same usage and features three historic
lumber sheds in the rear. The Stoker School, a three-story brick edifice constructed in 1904, is the most
important institutional buildings from this period [Photograph 20]. The Bountiful Second Ward Meetinghouse
at 197 E. 500 South was constructed by the LDS Church during this period, but the 1912-1914 building was
expanded and remodeled in 1950 [Photograph 51].

Community Development and the Rise of the Automobile Period, 1926-1945

Because of the large number of contributing resources, approximately twenty-nine percent, this relatively short
period has a distinct historical context. Despite the depression years, Bountiful’s Main Street appears to have
experienced a building boom period during the 1930s. This is unusual for towns of Bountiful’s size in Utah,
and is probably due the strong economic ties between Bountiful and Salt Lake in the 1930s. The architecture of
this period represents a transition in the economic and social history of the community based on the
proliferation of the automobile, marked by the suspension of electric streetcar service in 1925 and the
installation of the first stop signs in 1928. Many commercial buildings change from pedestrian-oriented to
automobile-oriented, and garages multiplied while agricultural outbuildings disappeared. Within the district,
residences from this period appear as infill between the pioneer and Victorian-era homes. Like the bungalows
of the previous era, the residences of this period were built mostly by individuals and not as tract housing, so the
architecture varies considerably.

The period cottage is the most popular house type in the late 1920s and 1930s, and the number of examples in
Bountiful rivals the number of bungalows in the previous period, which 1s unusual in Utah. By the mid-1920s,
a new house type emerged as a hybrid of the bungalow and the period cottage that features a square footprint,
smaller porch, and stylistic elements of the Colonial Revival or Neo-classical. Bountiful has several good
examples including the house at 185 W. 100 North, built circa 1926 [Photographs 52]. In the late 1920s and
early 1930s, true period cottages began to appear in the district. Most were the work of individual owners and
buildings, and a high number have distinctive decorative brickwork and English Tudor details. The house at
390 S. 100 East, built in 1931, is constructed of brick with cast concrete details [Photographs 53]. Bountiful’s
historic district includes several large frame examples of the period cottage, a relatively rare phenomenon in
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Utah. The house at 108 W. 300 North, built circa 1935, has a matching shingle garage [Photograph 54].
Residential building remained steady through the 1930s, the house at 49 W. 300 North, is a Cape Cod cottage,
built in 1939 [Photograph 55]. The Moss Apartments at 195 N. Main Street was one of the few multi-family
residences built during the period [Photograph 56]. The contributing outbuildings of this period are
overwhelmingly garages. ' .

Commercial and institutional construction activity was also unusually high during this period. The Sanborn
maps noted that the central blocks on Main Street were mostly filled with commercial blocks [Photograph 9].
As noted above, the Bountiful Lumber Company doubled in size [Photograph 51]. These new buildings are
distinctive and decidedly twentieth-century in style. Notable examples include the Art Deco building at 163 S.
Main Street (circa 1930s) [Photograph 8] and the Spanish Colonial-style Union Mortuary (built in 1939, slightly
altered) [Photograph 57]. The modest Colonial Revival American Legion building at 45 W. 300 South
[Photograph 58] was built in 1938, the same year as the imposing Modern-style Bountiful Third Ward
Meetinghouse located at 390 N. 400 East [Photograph 59]. In 1939, a rustic-style Boy Scout cabin was built on
the grounds of the Bountiful Second Ward [Photograph 60]. The associated rock fireplace was built around the
same time or a little later [Photograph 20]. There are also a few industrial buildings, such as the mill at 85 N.
200 West [Photograph 13]. , !

Post-War Expansion Period, 1946-1955

The largest number, thirty-three percent, of contributing buildings were constructed during this period, when
Bountiful completed the transition from a true independent community to an integrated bedroom community.
The city was part of the post World War II boom that took place around the greater Salt Lake metropolis area,
and vast tracts of previous farmland and orchards were subdivided and developed. Within the district, post-war
cottages and early ranch houses completed the infill of lots in the historic city center, particularly in the eastern
half of the district where there was more available land. Unlike its neighbor Salt Lake City, Bountiful’s historic
city center did not experience any “suburban flight” to its outlying areas, rather the residents of the
neighborhoods adjacent to the commercial district simply built homes similar to those in the subdivisions
rapidly appearing along Bountiful’s foothills. Even the landscape of the area took on a suburban look with a
large number of patios and barbeques built in the backyard. As in the previous period, there are numerous
associated garages, but the attached garage was the norm.

Although, there are numerous examples of the sprawling ranch houses, most of the residences from this period
are modest in style and detail. This is the first period where tract housing is noticeable in the district. The
largest tract is a set of five circa 1945 frame cottages with attached garages along 300 South. The shingle-
covered house at 255 E. 300 South has had the least amount of alteration [Photograph 61]. The majority of
residences built during this period were brick, and more individualized than typical post-war housing. In
Bountiful’s historic district, elements of the period revival styles were popular into the 1940s. For example,
developer and contractor Myron Holbrook subdivided the land built several similar brick cottages on the north-
east corner block of the district. The home at 355 N. 400 East, built in 1947, is an excellent example of
Bountiful’s many period cottage/post-war hybrids [Photograph 62]. The early 1950s was probably the biggest
boom period of residential construction in Bountiful. Ranch houses, mostly brick, appeared as infill on every
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street of the historic district. The early ranch-style house at 480 S. 100 West is typical [Photograph 63]. Ina
sign of neighborhood stability, particularly at the east edge of the survey area, showcase ranch houses were built
by prosperous residents on the corner lots formerly vacant or occupied by nineteenth-century farmhouses. The
unusual house at 115 E. 200 South is an example of the more elaborate ranch-style houses [Photograph 64].
This house, built in 1952, features a U-shaped front courtyard and an attached garage. :

Bountiful’s commercial district experienced a second boom during this period with both new infill construction
and fagade remodeling on Main Street. Bountiful’s historic district has numerous example of late 1950s and
early 1960s commercial buildings. The simple modern brick building for the Bountiful Music Company at 365
N. Main Street dates from this period [Photograph 65]. The former Bountiful City Post Office (built in 1954) is
located at 55 E. 300 South just off Main Street, and is a free-standing, post-war, modern-style commercial block
with a completely glass-front [Photograph 66]. The post office features flagstone for the bulkhead, an
architectural element found on a number of commercial buildings of the period. This period also includes the
remodeling of the Victorian-era Bountiful Second Ward Meetinghouse (noted above) [Photograph 51] into a
Colonial Revival-style building. The most important new institutional building of the period was the Bountiful
Community Church at 100 N. 400 East, built in 1954 and expanded in 1961 [Photograph 67].

Late Twentieth Century Development Period, 1956-2005

The construction of the freeway system in the late 1950s changed the relationship of Bountiful to neighboring
communities, but it was not until the 1980s, that downtown city center has been over-shadowed by commercial
development near the freeway. Especially during the 1960s, the historic district continued to be a stable anchor
of the community with sustained growth. There are numerous buildings from the early 1960s that will soon be
eligible for the National Register, most are small commercial buildings or low-density multi-family units that
currently do not detract from the historic character of the historic district. The modern-style office building at
406 N. Main Street is an outstanding example, again using stone as a strong element [Photograph 68]. It is only
recently that over-scale development has threatened the character of the historic district.
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Statistical Summary of Bountiful Historic District

Evaluation/Status Contributing Non-contributing
(819 primary buildings) 63% (522) 37% (101 altered; 196 out-of-period)
(372 outbuildings) 1% (265) 29% (107)
Total (1,202 buildings) 66% (787 total) 33% (415 total)
Construction Dates 1850s-1860s 1870s-1880s 1890s 1900s
(contributing 2% 4% 6% 4%
primary buildings ‘ '
only) 1910s 1920s 1930s - 1940s mid-1950s
8% 9% 8% 25% 35% :
Original Use Single Dwellings Multiple Dwellings/ Hotels
(contributing 88% 4%
jprimary buildings
only) Commercial Public & Religious Buildings Other
6% 1% 1%
Architectural Types Pioneer-Era  Victorian Bungalow/Early 20th Century
(contributing 4% 13% 18%
primary buildings
only) Period Revival WW II/Post War Era
16% 42%
Commercial/Public/Institutional Agricultural  Other
4% ‘ 1% 2%
Architectural Styles Classical Picturesque  Victorian Bungalow
(contributing 5% 1% 15% 20%
primary buildings
only)* Period Revival WW II/Post War Era Modern Other
19% 42% 2% 3%
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Construction Materials Adobe Stone Wood Brick
(contributing ‘ 1% 3% 11% 58%
primary buildings
~ only)* '+ Stucco/Plaster Concrete Miscellaneous Veneers
8% 4% 16% ‘

*Total exceeds 100 percent due to the number of buildings constructed of
more than one style, or with more than one material.
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8. Descriptio
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property . (enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing.) ‘
A Property is associated with events that have made ARCHITECTURE
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history. COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
[] B Property is associated with the lives of persons EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

significant in our past.
COMMERCE

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or SOCIAL HISTORY
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[[] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, Period of Significance
information important in prehistory or history. c. 1850s-1955

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) ! '
Significant Dates
Property is: c. 1850s, 1870, 1892, 1926, 1946

[C] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

Significant Persons
1 B removed from its original location. (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

[ € a birthplace or grave. |
Cultural Affiliation
[ D a cemetery. N/A

tl E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[} F a commemorative property. Archjtect/Builder
i Various, mostly unknown
[] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
XISee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 8

lajor Bibliographical References
iography
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 [X State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested [[] Other State agency

[ previously listed in the National Register [[] Federal agency

[ previously determined eligible by the National [] Local government
Register [] University

[] designated a National Historic Landmark [[] Other Name of repository:

[ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

# Bountiful History Museum

[1 recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Xl See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 9
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Narrative Statement of Significance

The Bountiful Historic District is located in the historic city center of Bountiful, Davis County, Utah. Bountiful
was Utah’s second settlement and is located just ten miles north of Salt Lake City. Bountiful’s historic city
center is significant in the architectural, economic and social history of the Bountiful. The historic district is
significant under Criterion A for its association with the development of the community from a satellite pioneer
settlement to independent suburban center. Bountiful’s proximity and economic ties to Salt Lake City informed
the development of the community, but the city center has retained its historic character despite growth
pressure, which began in the historic period and continues today. The historic and architectural of the district
resources are eligible within the following areas of significance: Community Planning and Development, |
Agriculture, Commerce, and Social History. The district is primarily residential with a commercial corridor
along Main Street and the boundaries follow the outline of the town’s first plat. The area includes 779
contributing buildings, including 520 primary buildings and 259 outbuildings (66 percent of total resources).
Despite a high number of out-of-period buildings, the Bountiful Historic District is also significant under
Criterion C for an intact concentration of historic buildings, which exhibit a high level of integrity and
craftsmanship. The contributing buildings represent Bountiful’s major historic construction phases, which
resulted in an impressive range of architectural styles, types, and materials. Prior to this nomination, two
buildings within the district were individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

History of the Bountiful Historic District

|

Early Settlement Period, 1848-1869

The settlement of Bountiful began with the family of Perrigrine Sessions, who brought a herd of 300 cattle to
the area on September 27, 1847, approximately two months after members of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints (LDS or Mormon Church) entered the Salt Lake Valley. He camped in the area near today’s
300 North and 300 West, just outside of the historic district. The Sessions family spent the winter in a dugout
on the side of the creek bank, which marked the beginning of what became the second Mormon settlement in
the Utah Territory and the first one in Davis County. In March 1848, the herd was given up so the Sessions and
five other families could begin farming. Twenty-five families spent the winter of 1848-1849 in the area. In
1849, the Whipple saw mill and a log schoolhouse were constructed in what known as Sessions Settlement.
Three years later a public building was built for school, church and socials. At first the settlers lived in wagon
boxes, tents, or crude dugouts. Perrigrine Sessions built a log cabin in the spring of 1848. Others soon
followed. In 1854, Jeremiah Willey built a log cabin at approximately 495 E. 500 South, which was renovated
and displayed at the Bountiful City Park for many years [Photograph 22].° The area was organized as an LDS
Ward, and in 1850, John Stoker was named as the third bishop. He presided over the community for twenty-

® The cabin was moved to the city hall complex in early 2005 and is no longer within the boundaries of the historic district.
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three years, and was instrumental in uniting the scattered community of farmsteads under a common name.
Bountiful was the name of an ancient city described in the Book of Mormon. Prior to this time the families
were scattered throughout the area currently known as Bountiful, Centerville and Woods Cross.

In the 1850s, the community became more organized. Road districts were established in 1853, and a post office
designated in 1854. That was the same year as the first town site survey. The boundaries of the first town site,
known as Plat A, encompassed the area designated for the Bountiful Fort. Based on early models of Mormon
town planning, it was believed that the community’s social, cultural and educational development would be
better served by concentrating the residences within the town site with farming in the outlying acreage. The
fortified town would also provide protection from the perceived threat of Native Americans, who had
previously used the land for hunting and camping. The fort wall was designed as a dirt embankment along the
Plat A boundary streets: 200 West, 400 North, 400 East and 500 South. The mud wall, as it was called, was
only partially completed and eventually demolished by 1900. The settlers were advised to move into the
fortified city and lots were sold for $5.00 to $25.00 per lot. John Stoker was one of the first residents to move
his family to the fort. Of the 150 families living in Bountiful in 1855, only 36 had built homes inside the fort.

The settlement was tied to Salt Lake City and the greater community through dirt roads, the Pony Express
(1860) and the Desert Telegraph (1867). The dedication of the Bountiful Tabernacle on March 13, 1863, was
an impressive two-day event, which brought many visitors to the community. The Bountiful Tabernacle, built
of adobe brick on a stone foundation and designed by Bountiful resident Abraham Farnham, is one of the
largest surviving adobe buildings in Utah. The National Register-listed buildings is also one of the oldest LDS
Church meetinghouses in continual use. [Photograph 10]. The tabernacle replaced an early log building (corner
of 400 North and 200 West, demolished) and an adobe schoolhouse (same area, demolished), which had been
used for church and community meetings. Hannah Holbrook is credited as the first school teacher in Bountiful.

Within a few years, the settlers were able to move from their rough hewn log cabins into more substantial
homes made from adobe and stone. In 1850, Sessions built a two-story adobe house in 1850 on the main
Territorial Road from Salt Lake to the northern settlements (200 West). Until its demolition around 1900, the
house was the home to several families of Sessions and also served the community as an inn, Pony Express stop
and post office. The adobe bricks were made from clay in area near today’s 500 North and 100 West. John
Crosby, a farmer, and his wife Mary Jane Johnson, had a two-story adobe home on 100 West [Photographs 23
& 1A]. Stone masonry was also favored by early Bountiful settlers. Jeremiah Willey began constructed a stone
house in 1868, the year he died. It was completed by his sons, and is occupied by a descendant today
[Photograph 25]. The stone barn, located on 200 West, was part of the Daniel and Cordelia Carter farmstead,
and is the oldest stone building in Bountiful [Photograph 26]. Brick-making began in Bountiful during this
period. Henry Rampton, the town’s most prominent blacksmith and a polygamist, had two of the earliest brick
homes built for his wives, Frances Dinwoodey and Ada McDuff [Photograph 34].

Water for irrigation came from the canyons to the east. Barton (later Holbrook) Creek ran diagonally south to
north through the platted town. Mill Creek ran just to the south of the town site. Stone and North Canyon
Creeks brought water to the lands north and south of the town respectively. Heber C. Kimball built the first
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grist mill in Bountiful, and there were several lumber mills located,on the creeks. Early industries also included
a broom factory, blacksmithing, weaving, and molasses mills. The first store was located at what was called
Old Boynton Corner where the Bountiful Third Ward was built (400 North and 400 East). Subsistence
agriculture at the family level was the main occupation of Bountiful’s settlers during this period. Those who
produced for commodities relied on grain and cattle. But the population grew quickly and a few mercantiles
and other businesses began to open shop on Main Street, thus preparing the town for the coming of the railroad,
which began a post-pioneer era of growth and economic diversification. '

Agriculture, Railroad and Commerce Period, 1870-1891

The coming of the railroad changed the economic base of Bountiful dramatically, and within this period the
historic district was established as the commercial and social center of the community. A large number of
Bountiful laborers worked on the construction of the Utah Central Railroad, and several men supplied the
lumber for railroad ties. The first immigrants to arrive by train were the family of Jacob Gierisch, marking the
end of the settlement period. The first non-LDS church was established in Bountiful when the local Protestant
congregation stone meetinghouse, known as Bliss Hall, in 1872 [Photograph 39]. On June 20, 1877, members
of the LDS Church were divided into three wards, with the East Bountiful Ward located in center of the city.
Richard Duerden, a store keeper, had the first telephone in Bountiful installed in his home in 1883. His store
had the first safe. Steven and Alice Hales built Hales Hall, a large building for dances and plays, in 1884-1885
(corner of 200 West and 500 South, demolished). During this period, brick-making became a major industry
with five brickyards in Bountiful.

The Main Street commercial business district began to take shap'e after the dedication of the tabernacle. A large
number of enterprises began and had buildings of frame and brick erected during this period. Unfortunately,
many have been subsequently demolished or altered. The largest was the People’s Opera House and Mercantile
Company, which was built in 1891 between 100 North and Center on Main Street (demolished). The co-
operative movement began in Bountiful in 1869 and a two-story brick store was built in 1873 (demolished).
The Jack Lewis Hotel and Saloon (built of brick in the late 1880s) still stands at the corner of 200 North and
Main [Photograph 38]. The Bountiful Lumber Company was organized in 1890 and continues in business
today.

According to Leslie Foy, the first gardening for marketing purposes in Utah was begun in South Davis County.”
Irrigation and transportation improved during this period, and Bountiful farmers benefited from fertile ground
and a ready market in Salt Lake City. The farmers organized a Grower’s Market to help them store and sell
their produce in downtown Salt Lake. The vegetables and fruits produced in Bountiful included peas, beans,
cucumbers, peppers, onions, carrots, corn eggplants, tomatoes, melons, and cantaloupe. Orchards for apples,
pears, peaches, and cherries became so ubiquitous that one east bench road was named Orchard Drive. The

" Foy, 186.
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Woods Cross Canning and Pickling Company was started in 1891, and although not within the city limits, it
was an important employer for many years.

The most important architectural contribution of this period to the historic district is the number of stately
residences built, mostly on prominent corner lots, throughout the town site. Joseph Holbrook built a stone

house on a parcel of land he acquired in 1872 as the first recorded land transaction recognized by the
government [Photograph 28]. Prior to this time, land was distributed through the LDS Church hierarchy. David
Stoker, son of John Stoker, built a fine brick home for his wife, Regina Hogan in 1871 [Photograph 29]. Brick
mason, James Green, built a number of residences in Bountiful, including the home he built for his daughter in
1887. Emily Green’s home was a showcase for her father’s talents as a mason and carpenter. The home is

listed on the National Register and the property includes an unusual brick smokehouse [Photographs 30-31].

By the end of this period, Bountiful’s population was over two thousand. The 1880 census enumeration gives a
glimpse of the demographics. The older population consisted mostly of immigrants from England and the

- eastern portions of the United States; however the majority of children were born in Utah. The population was
white with the exception of Ruth Davids and her children. Ruth was a full-blood Piede Indian. Bountiful
resident, Anson Call traded a sack of flour for Ruth when she was a small child in Utah in 1853. Call adopted
her and she was raised as a daughter. She married James Henry Davids, an Easterner who came to Utah as a
soldier and later worked for the Call family. They lived in Bountiful where James farmed and Ruth became a
mid-wife. James and Ruth Davids left Bountiful with several other families to colonize southern Idaho in the
early 1880s. The average family size was about six children. There are several female heads of households,
mostly widows or wives of the town’s polygamists. Though the practice was not wide spread, a number of
prominent Bountiful citizens were polygamists until 1890 when church-sanctioned polygamy was discontinued.

The majority of workers were farmers or farm laborers. At least two men were described in the 1880 census as
“market growers.” The large lots found within the historic district allowed for an agrarian overlay that allowed
for small gardens, orchards, and even livestock on the family’s plot of land. This was an important part of the
community economy, but many also worked at specialized occupations. James Weight was a carpenter and his
wife, Dinah was a milliner. Many of the young women were employed. Phoebe Wood and Ellen Muir were
dressmakers, while Ann Layton was a telegraph operator. A dozen men were making bricks or in the building
trades. Several members of the Thurgood family ran a store. Alfred Putnam made a living as a musician.

Incorporation and City Improvement Period, 1892-1925

The year 1892 was marked by two important events in Bountiful. The first was of the incorporation of the City
of Bountiful, on December 28, 1892. The first city council meeting was held at the home of Charles Pearson on
that day. Three years later, mainly because of disputes over water rights, the communities of West Bountiful
and Wood Cross broke away from Bountiful.
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The second was the arrival of the Bamberger Railroad. Simon Bamberger, a businessman who later became
governor of Utah, established the railroad as a way to link the numerous farm communities between Salt Lake
and Ogden, while promoting his Lake Park resort near Farmington (today’s Lagoon Amusement Park). The
railroad was nicknamed the “Dummy” because the steam engines were encased in wood to look like the cars
they pulled. The station was located on 200 West and 200 South (demolished). The Dummy was an important
factor in the community’s economic growth because it had both freight and passenger service. It allowed.
Bountiful farmers and merchants to more easily ship commodities and export produce. For ten cents, Bountiful
residents could ride into Salt Lake City for work, school, or an outing, allowing the newly formed city to
function as a streetcar suburb. The steam railway was electrified in 1910, by which time it was known as the
Bamberger Electric Railroad. One of the most popular services, it ran a regular schedule until 1952 when
service ended. Along with the Bamberger, Bountiful had streetcar service provided by the Utah Power and
Light Company. The streetcar ran along Orchard Drive and down the center of Main Street until service was
discontinued in 1926. ‘

With only a few exceptions, all of Bountiful’s major public amenities were established during this period, with
much of the improvement concentrated in the town site and adjacent neighborhoods. It was an era of firsts:
electric power in 1896, sidewalks in 1897, a public watering, trough in 1898, public water system and plumbing
began in 1906, and streetlights installed in 1908. The Bountiful Light and Power Company started in 1907.
The city also instituted a library in 1900, a volunteer fire department in 1911, a park system (1918) and a city
dump (1922). In 1908, the Bell Telephone Company established the Bountiful Exchange. The sidewalks were
laid with cement beginning in 1909. The beginning of the automobile culture was marked by a gasoline stand
(1914), the first street paving (1918), and bus service, which began in 1920.

Business flourished in Bountiful during this period and many of the buildings remain. Two examples still in
use by their original occupants'are the expansion of the Bountiful Lumber & Supply Company (190 S. Main,
built in 1919) [Photograph 51], the Davis County Clipper newspaper building (built in 1906, 1960s facade) and
Carr’s Printing (circa 1920, altered). The city also had two banks, the Bountiful State Bank (1906) and the
Union Bank (circa 1910). There were three competing furniture stores, two of which also provided mortician
services. The furniture stores were consolidated into one company in 1923. There were also four mercantile or
general stores, including an early J.C. Penney’s dry goods store. Main Street also included the more urban
enterprises: a dentist, a theater, a florist, a drugstore, a confectionary, and a pool hall. By the end of the period,
the town also boasted six separate automobile-related businesses.

The population of Bountiful doubled in this period. The LDS Church divided the East Bountiful Ward into two
new wards on February 14, 1909. The Bountiful First and Second Wards continued to meet in the tabernacle
until the Second Ward Meetinghouse was completed in 1914 [Photograph 51]. Many second-generation
residents of Bountiful prospered and built large homes [Photographs 16, 36, 43, 45 & 47]. Others, including
former Bountiful mayor Charles R. Mabey, who later served as Utah’s governor, had more modest homes
[Photograph 44]. The Victorian cottage, and later, the bungalow were the most popular house types of this
period [Photographs 46 & 48] for Bountiful’s emerging middle class. The Stoker School located just south of
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the tabernacle and completed in 1905, was the most prominent building constructed during this period
[Photograph 20]. ‘

Census records for this period show that the popular mostly consisted of Utah natives with only a small

“immigrant population. The number of common surnames suggests that a large portion of Bountiful residents
were descendants of the first settlers. Farming was still the most common occupation, but there was a wide
range of specialized workers in retail, industry, and civil service. Economic diversity was particularly apparent
within the historic district. Families were much smaller than in previous periods, averaging three to five
children per household. The family garden and orchard were still an important part of the landscape, but most
of the agricultural outbuildings within the district disappeared during this period and were replaced by garages
and tool sheds. The automobile was an important and growing part of Bountiful’s culture as it made the
transition from semi-rural streetcar community to the early epicenter of the coming suburban boom in south
Davis County.

Community Development and the Rise of the Automobile Period, 1926-1945

The late 1920s to early 1940s was an interesting period in Bountiful’s development. Leslie Foy described the
effect Bountiful’s depression years in this way: “For the farm families of Bountiful, the depression was not
characterized as much by a lack of food as it was a lack of cash to pay taxes, mortgages, or buy shoes. Person
income was low.”® He also noted that many families banded together to save farms and homes. The
community participated in a number of WPA programs, mostly water-related projects. The 1930 census
indicates, while farm occupations were still prevalent, many Bountiful residents were laborers or had odd jobs
than in the previous enumerations. The ethnic make-up and family size of the community did not noticeably
change. The value of the homes in the historic district ranged from $1,000 to $10,000 with a fairly high
percentage of home ownership. Rental rates were about $5 to $30 per month. About eighty-five percent of
Bountiful residents had radios. This period marked the peak of agricultural activity in Bountiful. The Chamber
of Commerce instituted “Cantaloupe Days” to promote and celebrate one of the community’s most prolific
crops.

Unlike many of Utah’s small towns, which had little building activity during the 1930s, the statistical count of
architectural resources of the historic district indicate that construction activity remained steady. The number of
period cottages built during this period rivals the number of bungalows in the previous period, a statistical
anomaly compared to similarly sized Utah towns [Photographs 52 & 53]. By the early 1940s, the streets of the
historic district were paved, had curb and gutter, and were lined with mature trees. Particularly in the west half
of district, the semi-rural lots had been divided and subdivided with hundreds of new houses, including an
unusually high number of pre-World War II-era cottages [Photographs 54-55]. In 1931, the period-revival
Moss Apartment building was constructed at the corner of 200 North and Main Street [Photograph 56].
Hundreds of these walk-up apartment blocks were built in downtown Salt Lake City, but are rare in smaller

8 |bid, 231.
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communities. The Moss Apartments helped fill a need for housing, for yoimg couples and singles during the
depression years and is still occupied today. o

Despite the depression years, Bountiful’s Main Street appears to have experienced a small building during this
period. This type of 1930s-boom is unusual for towns of Bountiful’s size, and is probably due the strong
economic ties between Bountiful and Salt Lake in the 1930s. The Bountiful Theater and Union Mortuary were
built during this period [Photographs 9 & 57]. Not surprisingly, the 1930 Sanborn map shows a high number of
auto-related businesses on or near Main Street. The city moved its offices into a new city hall on Main Street.
In 1932, the city acquired the privately-owned, Bountiful Light and Power Company. It also took over the -
operation of the cemetery from the LDS Church in 1939. In 1938, the American Legion built a meeting hall in
honor of George R. Day, the only Bountiful man to be killed during World War I [Photograph58]. Due to a,
steadily rising population, the Bountiful Third Ward was organized on April 10, 1938, and subsequently built a
meetinghouse at the corner of 400 North and 400 East [Photograph 59]. In 1940, Bountiful Mayor Lloyd Riley
instigated a numbering system for houses. The city had finally outgtown its rural roots. In addition to its
proximity to Salt Lake, World War II defense plants in northern Davis County and Weber County helped attract
new residents with convenient employment. With waning rail service, paved streets and stop signs (first
installed in 1928), the community was primed to become one of the Wasatch Front’s most popular automobile
suburb.

Eost-War Expansion Period, 1946-1955

Post-war expansion in Bountiful can be more accurately described as a post-war explosion. For returning Gls
ready to begin, families, Bountiful was the ideal location, close to employment center and enough available land
for large-lot subdivision development. The population of the city grew from 3,557 in 1940, to 6,004 in 1950, to
17,039 in 1960. In his history of Bountiful, Leslie Foy titled one chapter “The Challenges of Rapid Growth.”

In it he states, “Entire subdivisions grew up almost over night.” Thousands of homes appeared on the land
north, east and south of the town site on land which had been previously occupied by orchards and fields. In the
early 1950s, the first zoning ordinances were passed. The city worked on numerous water and sewage projects.
In 1954, the power plant was modernized and the first city manager was appointed.

Remarkably the historic character remained intact under the onslaught of suburban development. The Sanborn
map, covers only a portion of the historic district, but indicates that very few older homes were torn down for
new residential development. Post-war cottages and early ranch houses simply completed the infill of lots in
the historic city center [Photographs 61-64]. Developers were able to build modest housing tracts (three to five
houses) on the subdivided blocks of the town site. In particular, the east half of the district, where there was
more vacant land, became very suburban in character, albeit with older stone and brick dwellings on most of the
corner lots. Bountiful’s commercial district experienced a second boom during this period. There are numerous
example of late 1950s and early 1960s commercial buildings [Photographs 65, 66 & 68]. The Bountiful
Community Church at 100 N. 400 East, built in 1954 and expanded in 1961, is a notable institutional building
of the period [Photograph 67].
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Late-twentieth Century Development, 1956-Present

In the late-twentieth century, the population of Bountiful has continued to increase from 27,853 in 1960 to
41,301 in 2000. In an example of just how quickly the population has grown, when a new LDS church was
built in the 1970s within the historic district (a non-contributing building on 200 West), it was designed for the
Bountiful 26" Ward. Today, the 26" Ward shares space with the Bountiful 58" Ward. However, most of the
residential construction within the district has been low-density multi-family housing, which has not had a great
impact on the historic character of the district. More disruptive has been commercial encroachment from the
west after 1960 when the Interstate 15 freeway system was built along 600 West. Spreading commercial
development from the ramps at 400 North, and especially 500 South, has had a significant impact on the historic
city center [Photograph 9]. Large commercial blocks on Main Street and 200 West also detract from the
character of the district. The sprawling South Davis Community Hospital complex at the corner of 400 East
and 500 South has also impact that corner of the district. The new post office complex [Photograph 21], which
takes up nearly an entire block at Main and Center, is somewhat intrusive; but it is also likely to draw more
people to the downtown commercial district, which has survived economically with several long-time
companies and newer specialty shops. The new fire station on 100 West, a brick structure, has been a more
compatible sympathetic addition to the district [Photograph 7]. Most recently, the city has contemplated
moving city hall from the complex at 700 South, where it has been since the early 1960s, back to the city center.
Hopefully, the new complex will be sympathetic to the neighborhood, which was designated by the city as the
Bountiful Fort Historic District in 2004. ‘
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundaries of the district encompass the original Bountiful town plat, which is bounded by 200 West, 400
North, 400 East and 500 South. In general, the district boundary includes properties on both sides of the
boundary streets. The three exceptions are: 1) the south side of 500 between Main Street and 200 West, 2) the
grounds of the Bountiful Junior High School above 400 North, and 3) the South Davis Hospital Complex.
Despite a high number of contributing non-contributing buildings, both sides of 200 West have been included in
the district because of the significance and quality of the contributing resources, and also because of the street’s
importance as a historic transportation corridor. The boundary line of the district follows the rear property line
of the included resources (See Map).
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Photograph numbering tentative until final draft approved.

| Common Label Information:

Bountiful Historic District

Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, Utah
Photographer: Korral Broschinsky
Date: 2004-2005

Negative on file at Utah SHPO.

SRRl

Archival Photographs

Photo No. 1A:
6. Crosby House, 195 S. 100 West, built in 1856. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 2A:
6. Burningham House, 208 N. 200 East, built in 1894. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 3A:
6. Holbrook House, 94 N. 100 West, built circa 1915. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 4A:
6. English Tudor cottage (Garrett House) at 390 S. 100 East, built circa 1931. Camera facing northwest.

Supplemental Photographs

Photo No. 1:
6. 200 West between 100 South and Center Street. Camera facing north.

Photo No. 2:
6. 400 North from 100 East. Camera facing east.

Photo No. 3:
6. 100 West from 100 North. Camera facing south.

Photo No. 4
6. 200 South from 300 East. Camera facing west.
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Photo No. 5: | -
6. Vacant lot on 300 East between 100 and 200 South. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 6: ‘
6. New housing at approximately 80 W. 200 North. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 7: :

6. New fire station on 100 West between 200 and 300 South. Camera facing southeast.
Photo No. 8:

6. View of Main Street (east side) between 100 and 200 South. Camera facing southeast.
Photo No.9: ‘

6. View of commercial development on 500 South from Main Street. Camera facing west.

Photo No. 10:
6. Bountiful Tabernacle, S5 S. Main Street. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 11: ‘
6. Medical building at 480 S. 400 East. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 12: ‘
6. IHC Office Building at 390 N. Main Street. Camera facing southeast.

}

Photo No. 13: ‘
6. Mill at 85 N. 200 West. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 14:
6. Bountiful City Park on 400 North. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 15:
6. Knighton home at 275 E. 200 South. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 16:
6. Holbrook home at 92 W. Center Street. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 17:
6. Family orchard behind 403 E. Center Street. Camera facing north (B&W photo facing south).
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Photo No. 18:
6. Rock retaining wall in front of 310 N. 400 East. Camera facing north.

Photo No. 19:

6. Rock fireplace associated with Boy Scout cabin at 196 E. 400 South. Camera facing southwest.
Photo No. 20: '
6. Stoker School at 75 E. 200 South. Camera facing northwest.
Photo No. 21:
6. Obelisk plaza and new post office at 20 S. Main Street. Camera facing southwest.
Photo No. 22:
6. Willey Cabin located in Bountiful City Park. Camera facing northwest. (Moved from historic district in
2005)

Photo No. 23:
6. Crosby House, 195 S. 100 West. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 24: '
6. Hart House, 298 E. 200 North. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 25:
6. Willey House, 415 N. 200 West. Camera facing west.

Photo No. 26:
6. Carter Barn, approximately 295 N. 200 West. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 27:
6. Garrett House, 250 S. 300 East. Camera facing west.

Photo No. 28:
6. Holbrook-Naylor House, 105 N. 100 East. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 29:
6. Stoker House, 205 N. 100 East. Camera facing west.

Photo No. 30:
6. Emily Green House, 206 N. 100 East. Camera facing east.
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Photo No. 31: .
6. Smokehouse, 206 N. 100 East, rear. Camera facing north.

| Photo No. 32:
6. Willey-Riley House, 145 S. 200 East. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 33:

6. Day House, 92 N. 200 East. Camera facing east.

Photo No. 34:

6. Rampton House, 96 W. 100 North. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 35: ‘

6. Harrison House, 291 E. 200 North. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 36:

6. Davis House, 427 S. 100 East. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 37:

6. McDuff House, 253 S. 200 East. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 38:

6. Lewis Hotel & Saloon, 206 N. Main Street. Camera facing northeast.
)

Photo No. 39:

6. Bliss Hall, 170 W. 400 South. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 40:

6. Burningham House, 208 N. 200 East. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 41:

6. Green House, 196 N. 200 East. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 42:

6. Victorian cottage at 293 N. 100 West. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 43:

6. Queen Anne style at 371 N. 200 West. Camera facing southwest.
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Photo No. 44:
6. Day-Mabey House, 73 W. 100 North. Camera facing south.

Photo No. 45:

6. Holbrook House, 94 N. 100 West. Camera facing southeast.
Photo No. 46:

6. Frame cottage at 141 E. Center Street. Camera facing northwest.
Photo No. 47:

6. Smedley House, 305 N. Main Street. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 48:
6. Prairie-style bungalow at 35 W. 100 South. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 49:
6. Rock-faced, concrete-block bungalow at 138 N. 100 East. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 50:
6. Bountiful Lumber & Supply Company, 190 S. Main Street. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 51:
6. Bountiful Second Ward Meetinghouse, 197 E. 500 South. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 52:
6. Colonial Revival cottage at 185 W. 100 North. Camera facing southwest.

Photo No. 53:
6. English Tudor cottage at 390 S. 100 East. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 54:
6. Period Revival cottage at 108 W. 300 North. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 55:
6. Cape Cod cottage at 49 W. 300 North. Camera facing southwest.

Photo No. 56:
6. Moss Apartments, 195 N. Main Street. Camera facing southwest.

Photo No. 57:
6. Union (Russon) Mortuary, 295 N. Main Street. Camera facing southwest.
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Photo No. 58: -
6. American Legion Hall, 45 W. 300 South. Camera facing southwest.

Photo No. 59:
6. Bountiful Third Ward Meetinghouse, 390 N. 400 East. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 60:
6. Boy Scout cabin at 196 E. 400 South. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 61:
6. World War II-era cottage at 255 E. 300 South. Camera facing north. |

Photo No. 62: .
6. Post-war, period cottage hybrid at 355 N. 400 East. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 63: ,
6. Early ranch house at 480 S. 100 West. Camera facing west.

Photo No. 64:
6. Early ranch house with courtyard and attached garage at 115 E. 200 South. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 65:

6. Bountiful Music Building, 365 N. Main Street. Camera facing southwest.
Photo No. 66:

6. Bountiful City Post Office, 55 E. 300 South. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 67:
6. Bountiful Community Church, 100 N. 400 East. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 68:
6. Modern office block at 406 N. Main Street. Camera facing northeast.
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