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1. Name 
historic 

and/or common Church on the H i l l * ^ (preferred) 

2. Location 
street & number Main Stroofe-' for publication 

city, town Lenox vicinity of ll iitMut 

state 
Massachuset t s code 0 2 5 county B e r k s h i r e 

code 003 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
N/Ain process 

being considered 

Status 
J l occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 

X yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 

X religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Uni ted Church of C h r i s t , The "Church on the H i l l " / Town of Lenox 

street & number 6 5 Main S tree t /Town H a l l , Walker S t r e e t 

city, town Lenox N/A vicinity of state Mass. 01240 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middle B e r k s h i r e R e g i s t r y of Deeds 

street & numt)er 
Bank Row 

city, town P i t t s f i e l d state Mass. 01201 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the H i s t o r i c Assets of 

title the Coitunonwealth #51 has this property been determined eligible? yes X no 

date March 15, 1979 . federal X state county locai 

depository for survey records ^^^^^^^^s^^^s H i s t o r i c a l Commission, 294 Washington S t r e e t , 

city, town Boston state Mass. • 0 2108 



7. Pescription Lenox Congregational Church, Main St. , Lenox 

(^ndition Check one C l ^ c k one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 
good ruins X altered moved date N / A 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Lenox Congregational Church or the "Church on the H i l l " i s 
located on the west side of Main Str e e t (Route 7A) at the northern end 
of Lenox V i l l a g e i n the Lenox Local H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . The church, 
a large h i g h s t y l e Federal period s t r u c t u r e , i s a f o c a l p o i n t of the 
d i s t r i c t which i s composed predominately of l a t e 18th and 19th 
century r e s i d e n t i a l and c i v i c b u i l d i n g s . This nomination comprises 6 

, acres, i n c l u d i n g 4:he v i l l a g e cemetery which contains gravestones d a t i n g 
from the l a t e 18th century t o the present. 

Timothy Dwight, President of Yale College, i n h i s Travels i n j 
New England and New Y o r k , r e l a t e s , standing on the h i l l o verlooking 
Lenox i n September 1798, and remarking "Lenox i s the Shire Town of the 
county... located p r i n c i p a l l y on a s i n g l e s t r e e t , upon a r i d g e , ... 
e x h i b i t s many proofs,of p r o s p e r i t y , , ... The p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s c o n s i s t of 
a church, a courthouse, a school house, and a goal." (Dwight: Vol. 2, 
P. 386; 1821):,. , . 

The present church was built;, on or near the s i t e of the town's f i r s t 
Meeting House which i t replaced. i t i s a woodframed rectangular gable-
roofed s t r u c t u r e w i t h a two s t o r y f r o n t i s p i e c e and a steeple on the 
south facade. The o v e r a l l massiveness of the b u i l d i n g i s l i g h t e n e d by 
attenuated a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s emphasizing v e r t i c a l i t y . Notable 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l features include a p a l l a d i a n window centered i n the f r o n t i s ­
piece, slender corner p i l a s t e r s , and a narrow m o d i l l i o n e d cornice. The 
center e n t r y e x h i b i t s s i m i l a r p r o p o r t i o n s and i s r e l a t i v e l y simple: 
f l a n k i n g p i l a s t e r s support an open pediment. The steeple i s composed of 
three stages. The f i r s t ' i s a heavy rectangular cldck tower topped by a 
l i g h t balustrade;' the second i s an octagonal b e l f r y w i t h louvered arched 
openings, a f u l l Doric e n t a b l a t u r e and a balustrade; the t h i r d i s an 
octagonal cupola w i t h oval shuttered openings and a f u l l e n t a b l a t u r e . 

From the " A r t i c l e s of Agreement" drawn up on the 19th of October, 
1803/ between Benjamin D. Goodrich, J o i n e r , of Richmond, Massachusetts, 
and a Contracting Committee of the Town, c o n s i s t i n g of W i l l i a m Walker, 
Caleb Hyde, O l i v e r Belding, J r . , Joseph Goodwin, Joseph Newell, Nathaniel 
M i l l e r and Ebenezer Will i a m s , we learned t h a t the former w i l l " e r e c t , 
b u i l d i n g and f i n i s h a Meeting House. The body of the House t o be s i x t y -
four f e e t long and f i f t y f e e t wide and a p r o j e c t i o n of e i g h t f e e t by i 
twenty-six f e e t at the south end f o r a tower or steeple, the Posts of 
the House t o be twenty-seven f e e t high; t o be f o r t y - s i x pews on the 
lower f l o o r comfortable t o the plan adopted by the Town; t o be t h i r t e e n 
pews i n the G a l l e r y , besides two pews t o be made and r a i s e d over the 
s t a i r s ; the upper P i l l a r s t o be of the I o n i c order w i t h C a p i t a l s of 
the same order; the arch over the body of the House t o be e l l i p t i c a l 
arched; the f l o o r i n g over and under the g a l l e r y t o be h o r i z o n t a l ; the 
f r o n t g a l l e r y t o be made i n a c i r c u l a r manner w i t h four posts i n the 
side g a l l e r y . The P u l p i t t o be b u i l t upon a post w i t h a C o r i n t h i a n . 
C a p i t a l w i t h two f l i g h t s of s t a i r s , the r a i l i n g and b a n i s t e r of which - i 
to be of good Cherry or Mahogany; the pews below t o be b u i l t of s t u f f J 
nine-eighths of an inch t h i c k when worked; the windows t o be twenty- ? J 
four squares each, the glass nine by eleven, except the Venetian and 
other ornamental windows which are t o be portioned s i z e s , a l l w e l l f i x e d 

i M'-' < (cont'd) 
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w i t h patent springs; t o be a double door i n the f r o n t of the tower, and 
a s i n g l e door i n each end of the same; the roof and sides t o be boarded w i t h 
good, sound hemlock boards; a l l the i n s i d e work below and the f r o n t of the 
g a l l e r i e s t o be done w i t h good clean s t u f f ; t o be w e l l painted i n s i d e and 
out w i t h three coats, and t o be pl a s t e r e d w i t h three coats; the shingles 
t o be l a i d out not more than f i v e and one-fourth inches out; the clapboard 
t o be l a i d out not more than s i x inches and t o lap at l e a s t two inches; the 
b e l l t o be hung and s u i t a b l e apparatus provided f o r i t ; a l i g h t n i n g rod t o 
be put up, made of r e f i n e d i r o n of s u i t a b l e bigness w i t h an elegant i r o n 
vane and brass b a l l p r o p e r l y g i l t and ornamental; the steeple and workman­
ship of i t t o be made comparable t o the plan of a steeple l a i d down i n Plate 
No. 33 i n Benjamin's Country Builders A s s i s t a n t . " 

The "Church on the H i l l " has s u f f e r e d almost no e x t e r i o r changes since i t s 
o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n except p r o t e c t i v e wood panels applied over leaded 
glass windows of the upper l a n t e r n and a rear p r o j e c t i o n f o r a l a r g e r 
p u l p i t . Like most New England churches, i t has s u f f e r e d the i n d i g n i t y of 
several i n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s from i t s o r i g i n a l form during the V i c t o r i a n Era. 
These l a r g e l y r e f l e c t the views of the church's congregation about what a 
church should look l i k e . I t s box pews were removed and pew s l i p s s u b s t i t u t e d , 
the center a l l e y abolished, and the r a i s e d p u l p i t and r a i s e d f r o n t g a l l e r y 
lowered i n 1840. Two stoves and chimneys were i n s t a l l e d p r i o r t o 1836. Choir 
s t a l l s were i n s t a l l e d i n the rear of the church i n 1850, and a small organ 
c a l l e d a Seraphin was purchased f o r $142.00. The present Johnson Tracker '* 
pipe organ was i n s t a l l e d i n 1868. I n 1880 the present p u l p i t p r o j e c t i o n 
was added t o the rear of the b u i l d i n g along w i t h the Robinson's Family's dona­
t i o n of the wrought i r o n fence around the property. E l e c t r i c i t y , o i l heat, 
and a f r e s h painted white i n t e r i o r came i n 1950. 

To date, no archaeological features have been i d e n t i f i e d i n a s s o c i a t i o n 
w i t h the church. However, subsurface t e s t i n g may i d e n t i f y a r t i f a c t u a l 
deposits and subsurface features such as p r i v i e s and po s s i b l y the remains of 
the f i r s t Meetinghouse r e l a t i n g t o 18th and 19th century occupation of the 
s i t e . » 

i 



8. Significance T.enox C o n p r e p a t i o n a 1 C . h u r r h M a i n . . L f innv , MA 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_ K 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i f y be low 
archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture-

. archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

Specif ic dates 1 807 

conservation law 
economics literature 
education military 
engineering music " 

X exploration/settlement philosophy 
industry X politics/government 
Invention 

. religion 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 
- transportation 
- other (specify) 

1805 Builder/Architect , Benjamin D. Goodrich 

Sta tement of S ign i f i cance ( in one paragraph) 

The Lenox Congregational Church, or the "Church on the H i l l " possesses 
i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, and 
ass o c i a t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n t o i t s r o l e as a house of worship i t gains 
community development s i g n i f i c a n c e i n having provided a l a r g e r , more 
elaborate meeting place f o r a growing f r o n t i e r county seat i n the e a r l y 19th 
century. I t served as a podium f o r several guest speakers of both l o c a l and 
n a t i o n a l prominance. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the b u i l d i n g shov7S the influences 
of Asher Benjamin and Charles E u l f i n c h , both Boston base a r c h i t e c t s of the 
per i o d . The success of the design demonstrated the competency and s k i l l f u l 
eye of i t s p r o v i n c i a l b u i l d e r , Benjamin D. Goodrich. Thus, the Lenox 
Congregational Church meets ( C r i t e r i a A,B,C) o£. the National Register o£ ii . 
H i s t o r i c Places. 

The Congregational Church m Lenox was est a b l i s h e d i n 1769 by the Rev. 
Samuel Hopkins (1721-1803) of Great B a r r i n g t o n . I t was not u n t i l November 
of 1770 t h a t i t s f i r s t pastor was ordained, Mr. Samuel Munson, a graduate o f 
Yale College. His salary was 45*^ a year which was increased t o 60^a year 
p r i o r t o h i s dismis s a l i n 1793. Dr. Samuel Shepard, h i s successor, i n d i c a t e d 
t h a t "the moral and r e l i g i o u s aspects of the place (Lenox) was very gloomy 
due t o h i s i l l h e a l t h which l i m i t e d h i s e f f o r t s t o oppose the c u r r e n t of v i c e 
and i r r e l i g i o n " i n the community (Wood: 42, 50: 1964). A Meetinghouse, 
46 36' was constructed c i r c a 1775 on the s i t e of the present church, The 
p r o p r i e t o r s r e j e c t e d a p r i o r s i t e on the M i n i s t e r ' s l o t No. f o r "a piece of 
land sequestered f o r t h a t purpose by the h e i r s of Rev. Peter Reynolds, ' 
l y i n g on the east end of the mountain" (Beers: Vol. 2, P. 290; 1885). 
The deed dated September 22, 1770, sets aside three acres i n the Town of 
Lenox " f o r the use, b e n e f i t and improvement of s i t i n g a Meetinghouse thereon, 
^ burying yard or l o t . " This g i f t and l a t e r e r e c t i o n of the f i r s t church set 
a development p a t t e r n f o r Lenox. Since i t was recorded by J.W. Barber i n a 
p a i r of engravings, "A North" and "A South" view of Lenox i n 1838, the 
s i t e has remained l i t t l e changed. 

Lenox was chosen as the s i t e of the County Seat i n 1787 when the County 
Court was moved from Great Barrington. I t remained u n t i l moved t o P i t t s f i e l d 
i n 1868. A d i l a p i d a t e d Meetinghouse b u i l t i n 1775 appeared i l l f i t t i n g 
and undersized f o r the Town's expanding p o p u l a t i o n . At a sp e c i a l Town Meeting 
on A p r i l 18, 1803, i t was voted t o begin " b u i l d i n g on the meetinghouse l o t 
or near the place of the present Meetinghouse." (Wood: 43: 1964) 
. B e n j a m i n Goodrich was responsible f o r a l l m a t e r i a l s and work, except the 
stone foundation and b e l l . He was paid $4833.33 i n three payments, the l a s t 
October 1, 1805. Comparison of the present b u i l d i n g w i t h Asher Benjamin's 
Plate No. 33, i n the Country B u i l d e r s A s s i s t a n t , does show a s t r i k i n g s i m i l a r i t y 
of both the steeple and the entireMeetinghouse From the design, obvious 
s i m i l a r i t i e s also e x i s t t o the Charles B u l f i n c h i n f l u e n c e d churches of 
Dalton, Lee, P i t t s f i e l d , and Richmond. A l l four of these churches have been 
l o s t t o us by f i r e , neglect and changing times. 

(cont'd ) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
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Verbal boundary description and justification "To a l l People t o whom these Presents s h a l l 
come—Greeting—Know—ye t h a t we, Samuel Reynolds of Somers, Peter Reynolds, 
John Reynolds, Simeon F i e l d and Margaret F i e l d of E n f i e l d a l l i n the County 
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The Second M i n i s t e r of the Congregational Church, Rev. Samuel 
Shepard, (1773-1846) held the p o s i t i o n f o r over f i f t y years. Ordained 
A p r i l 30, 1795, he took a strong i n t e r e s t i n the betterment of the 
community; i t s moral f i b e r as w e l l as i t s education. He served as 
Trustee of Williams College and nearby Lenox Academy. As the Congregati-j 
onaixehurchtvastfee e s t a b l i s h e d church u n t i l 1834 when church and s t a t e was 
o f f i c i a l l y separated i n Lenox, the Rev. Shepard took an a c t i v e r o l e i n the 
c a r r y i n g out of j u s t i c e i n the county c o u r t s . A copy of the sermon and 
e x h o r t a t i o n t h a t was preached t o Ephriam Wheeler on February 20, 1806, 
the day of h i s execution f o r the rape of h i s daughter Betsy Wheeler, 
i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t was d e l i v e r e d t o the condemned man i n the r e c e n t l y 
completed church w h i l e under guard by a company of m i l i t i a , and seated 
upon h i s own c o f f i n . The prisoner was then marched down the Main Str e e t 
t o "Gallows H i l l " on the southwest side of West S t r e e t . A dozen s i m i l a r 
c a p i t a l punishments occurred i n t h i s manner between 1787 and 1826 
(Wood: P 63-64: 1964). Rev. Samuel Shepard celebrated h i s f i f t i e t h 
anniversary A p r i l 30, 1845. He had baptized 969 and married 273 dur i n g h i s 
service t o the community. He died January 6, 1846. His epitaph reads: 
"Remember the words t h a t I spake unto you w h i l e I was y e t w i t h you." 

The church's f o u r t h m i n i s t e r . Rev. Edward K. Alden, was c a l l e d from 
Boston t o the church i n 1854. He went on t o become the Secretary of the 
American Board of Missions i n 1859. To date, twenty-one m i n i s t e r s have 
served the church and Town. Rev. Charles H. Parkhurst (1874-1880) and Dr. 
Frederick Lynch (1899-1904) were h i g h l y regarded. Several prominate guest 
speakers and c l e r g y have spoken i n the church. Statesman Robert Rantoul 
d e l i v e r e d an Independence Day Address there J u l y 4, 1838. W i l l i a m E l l e r y 
Channing gave h i s l a s t formal p u b l i c address i n the b u i l d i n g August 1, 1842 
upon the occasion of h i s r e t i r e m e n t . Henry Ward Beecher, author of The 
Star Papers and Richard Salton S t o r r o c c a s s i o n a l l y preached from i t s 
p u l p i t . On one v i s i t p r i o r t o 1855, Beecher, remarking on the view from 
the porch of the church s a i d , " I ' d r a t h e r be a door keeper i n t h i s House 
of the Lord than t o dwell i n the t e n t s of of wickedness," (Centennial of 
the Church on the H i l l : 1908). A l i s t of i t s more notable e a r l y church 
members reads l i k e a Who's Who of e a r l y Berkshire Soldiers and Statesmen 
and includes: Jonathan Hinsdale; Thomas Tracey; Samuel Goodrich; A l l e n ' 
Goodrich; Lemuel C o l l i n s ; Deacon Charles Mattoon; Dr. Eldrad Lewis; 
Thomas Rockwell; Enos Stone; Rev. Elisha Yale; W i l l i a m Walker; and Maj. 
Gordon H o l l i s t e r . 

The cemetery west of the church i s the o r i g i n a l town cemetery .and 
was associated w i t h the f i r s t Meetinghouse, as w e l l as the present church. 
I t s gravestones represent the h i s t o r y of the church and the town from t h e i r 
founding t o the present. I n 1972 Serge Kousse;vtzky, d i r e c t o r and founder 
of the Boston Symphony Orchestra and Tanglewood F e s t i v a l i n Lenox, was 
bu r i e d t h e r e . 
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t i o n of the love, g o o d w i l l and a f f e c t i o n we have and bear t o the 
Town and People of Lenox i n the County of Berkshire and Province 
of the Massachusetts Bay i n New England, Have given and granted, 
and by these Presents do f r e e l y , c l e a r l y and a b s o l u t e l y , give and 
grant unto the Town and people of said Lenox, t h e i r h e i r s and a s s i g n s — 

"Three Acres of Land l y i n g and being i n the Township of 
Lenox a f o r e s a i d f o r the use, b e n e f i t , and improvement of s i t i n g 
a Meeting House; thereon, a Burying Yard or Lot &c.; f o r 
the b e n e f i t and u t i l i t y of the People and Town of Lenox 
af o r e s a i d f o r e v e r , or so long as i t s h a l l be used and improved 
f o r the Purposes a f o r e s a i d . 

" I n Witness whereof We have hereunto set our hands and Seals 
the 22nd day of September i n the t e n t h year of the r e i g n of 
our Sovereign Lord George the t h i r d of Great B r i t a i n Sc.; 
King, Annoq: Dom: 1770— 

"Received and Recorded from the o r i g i n a l 
March 31, 1771 "M. Hopkins, Reg'r." 

Daniel Williams t o the I n h a b i t a n t s of Lenox; Book 81, " 
Page 135, I n co n s i d e r a t i o n of $27.50 paid by the I n h a b i t a n t s o f 
S'd Town of Lenox.... give, grant, seal and convey.... A c e r t a i n 
t r a c t or p a r c e l of land s i t u a t e d i n S'd Lenox, a l i t t l e s o u therly 
of the Congregational Church i n S'd Lenox, described thus, t o w i t - -
Beginning at a stake and stones i n the west side of the highway 
leading from Lenox Court House t o P i t t s f i e l d and i n the south 
l i n e of the road running westerly i n f r o n t of the above mentioned 
church, then running west eleven degrees n o r t h on S'd road f i v e 
rods and nine l i n k s t o a stake and stones, thence south fourteen 
degrees west fourteen rods and two l i n k s t o a stake and stones, 
thence south twenty-one degrees west nine rods t o a stake and stones 
i n the west l i n e of S'd highway, thence on said highway n o r t h 
twnety-six degrees, east twenty-four rods and twenty l i n k s t o the 
bounds beginning at 
Containing f o r t y - f o u r rods of land. 

I t i s agreed t h a t the land hereby conveyed i s forever t o remain 
unenclosed as a p u b l i c common and i t i s f u r t h e r agreed by the p a r t i e s 
t h a t the ground and s o i l s h a l l not be dug or plowed w i t h i n nine 
f e e t of my east l i n e a t any time h e r e a f t e r . 

Signed: Daniel Williams, Lenox, March 29, 1832 before Joseph 
Tucker, J u s t i c e of the Peace, Recorded June 4, 1832. 

The Church on the H i l l i s located at the northern end of Lenox 
V i l l a g e i n the Lenox l o c a l h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . I t occupies the 
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USGS Stockbridge Quad. Map 1.) 

A f u r t h e r d e s c r i p t i o n can be found i n the Middle Berkshire 
Registry of Deeds, Bood 337, Page 232 and Page 234, Lenox Cengregational 
Church, P e t i t i o n e r t o Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Land Court, 
J u l y 9, 1907. 

The nomination is confined to the church and cemetery because they are outstanding 
^ocal points of the existing local d i s t r i c t and because there is currently local 
opposition to formation of another d i s t r i c t . - . 
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m i n i m i 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 
August 24, 1982 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 ; .' 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

Mr. Jerry Rogers 
Keeper, National Register of Historic Places \ 
National Park Service :4 ' 
Department of the In ter ior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 .y-'̂ '•'• ^ 

Dear Mr. Rogers: • 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

Adams - Phillips Woolen Mill (local) 
Adams - Renfrew Mill #2 (local) -'i 
Belchertown - Walker Collis House (local) 
Hudson - Col. Adelbert Mossman House (local) * 
Lenox - Lenox Academy (state) 

u-^nox - The "Church on the H i l l " (local) 
New Bedford - Ifewson Building (local) 
New Marlboroug^i - New Marlborou^ Village Historic District (local) 
North Andover - Machine Shop Village (state) 
Pittsfield - Wollison- Shipton Building (local) 
Rockport - Sewall-Scripture House (local) 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of 
pending State Review Board considerations 30-75 days before the meeting 
and were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date 
are attached to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jef 
Registration^ rector 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosures 

CJ/mas 


