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The deteriorated timber deck Howe truss spanning Little Sheep Creek is one of the last surviving structures of 
the 18-mile Columbia and Red Mountain Railroad constructed between Northport and Rossland in 1896-97 to link the 
rich Canadian mineral deposits of the Kootenay district to the smelters in the United States.

In 1890 prospectors discovered ore in the Red Mountains of Western Canada. However, it was D.C. Corbin, the 
veteran railroad builder, who understood that the mining business could only be cornered through the construction of 
smelters and a transportation system. In 1893 D.C. Corbin's railroad was incorporated with the stipulation that the 
line be completed within four years. Because of financial constraints, the line was not opened until 1896, only 
weeks before the deadline set by the provincial charter.

On December 16, 1896 passengers were finally subjected to the "twisting roller-coaster ride through the (CONTOVER)
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Description (continued)
mountains*1 as "the Red Mountain Railway train pitched on log trestles across deep chasms." The Little Sheep Creek 
Bridge was originally one of five large trestles on the line which ranged from two to three hundred feet in length 
and from fifty to seventy feet in, height. Because of the light weight of the rail, and the high grade and great 
curvature of the roadbed, the trains were restricted to speeds of 15 to 18 miles per hour.

The completion of the Columbia River Bridge in 1897 solidly connected the Red Mountain Railway to D.C. Corbin's 
Spokane Falls and Northern mainline, establishing the physical link that confirmed that Rossland had become an 
economic satellite of Spokane. The railroad which had cost $555,400 was reported to be the most expensive segment 
of D.C. Corbin's transportation system between Spokane and the commerce of the northern tributaries. However, the 
earnings from the delivery of the ore to the United States, and the earnings from the delivery of supplies to Canada 
paid for the line within a short period of time.

Spokane grew as a result of its link to Rossland. Because the mining center in the Coeur d'Alenes was incapaci­ 
tated by labor conflict, the Rossland mines became the primary source of Spokane's wealth for two short years (1896- 
97). Spokane 1 s population rose to more than forty thousand by 1898, and its bank clearances, which reflected the 
volume of business transacted, doubled between 1894-1897. In 1898 the British Columbia legislature passed a resolution 
urging the denial of future charters that would divert Canadian traffic to the United States. Consequently, the 
American domination of the Kootenay's ended. Shortly after this time, D.C. Corbin's railroad was sold to the Great 
Northern Railroad. Within a decade Spokane was to forget Rossland, deriving its sustenance from lumbering, farming, 
and the mines in the Coeur d'Alene region. The Little Sheep Creek Bridge which is the oldest extant timber Howe 
truss within the state is a silent reminder of the rapid and momentary expansion that occurred in northeastern 
Washington during the late 19th century, bringing great wealth to the city of Spokane for a few short years.
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Red Mountain Railroad Bridge
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