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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Cabot; House, c, 1781, i s located on the edge of Beverly's uptown business d i s t r i c t 
facing the main road, Cabot Street, and i s bounded by Central Street and Franklin Place. 
The fenced and landscaped backyard blends with other period homes i n the area. 

This, elegant Federal mansion, f i v e bays wide, i s b u i l t of bric k which was made a few 
blocks away, I t has a hip roof with i n t e r i o r chimneys. The house foundation and 
entrance steps are granite. The main frame of the house i s made of hand hewn 13" x 15" 
pegged oak members; the 4" x 6" studding i s tenoned in t o the main frame at 12" i n t e r ­
vals, and the bracing i s morticed and tenoned in t o the major uprights. There i s also 
a s o l i d b r i c k w a l l running through the middle of the cell a r p a r a l l e l with the fro n t of 
the bu i l d i n g . 

The b u i l d i n g i s essentially unaltered on the exterior. In 1802, the present two story 
wooden e l l was added to the back of the bu i l d i n g . The e l l has a gabled roof and i s 
two bays deep, three bays wide. 

The elegant roof entablature consists of Greek fretwork topped by large d e n t i l s . The 
front entrance portico i s supported by two Ionic columns and has Greek fretwork and 
dentil s running along the porch cornice. The eight-panelled door i s flanked by f l u t e d 
p i l a s t e r s and topped by a transom and has f u l l - l e n g t h sidelights which illuminate the 
classic h a l l and stairway of the main entrance. A l l of the facade windows and the 
windows of the other elevations are topped by skewback bric k l i n t e l s . 

The i n t e r i o r , which has remained i n t a c t , has a conventional f l o o r plan consisting of .: 
a central h a l l with double staircase and four rooms per f l o o r . The i n t e r i o r orna­
mentation i s of the "old English Battangley styl e with heavy, wide, thick archi­
traves, with windows and door heads, sol i d wainscotting w i t h a heavy base and impost 
molding, very elaborate mantels with s o l i d panelling above and returned on the chimney 
breast at the sides," 'The s i t t i n g room fireplace has the o r i g i n a l d e l f t t i l e s i n 
place. Cornice mouldings and c h a i r - r a i l s throughout the house are Chinese i n f l u ­
enced, combining s c r o l l , cross, f l u t e d and d e n t i l carving. The stairways are box-
panelled and the h a l l panelling i s museum qu a l i t y . 

1. Beverly Citizen, August 3, 1886. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
On the east side of Cabot Street, surrounded by houses of the same period, stands the'^, 
magnificent home of Captain John Cabot, one of Beverly's most successful merchants, 
The 1781 house i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t not only because i t i s one of the few 
remaining mansions of th i s period which has not been greatly altered, but because i t 
was the f i r s t b r i c k mansion b u i l t i n Beverly. A l l of the elegant exterior wood and 
brick work have been preserved, and the i n t e r i o r has been cited by numerous architects 
who have v i s i t e d i t as one which deserves national recognition and protection. 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , the house i s s i g n i f i c a n t because Captain John Cabot and his brothers 
were involved i n state p o l i t i c s . John represented the town i n the General Court i n 
1792 and i n 1796 was nominated as a candidate for representative to Congress but de-r̂  
clined the honor. 

Captain Cabot started on a commercial career i n Salem, i n partnership w i t h his father, 
a f t e r he graduated from Harvard College i n 1763, His father died four years l a t e r and 
the following year C1768) Captain John, his mother and his siblings moved to Beverly. 
John Cabot liv e d i n the house i n Beverly b u i l t by his mother i n 1773 Con the corner 
of Cabot and Central Streets) u n t i l her death i n 1781. At that time Captain Cabot 
b u i l t the Cabot Hous«, across the street from his mother's house. I n 1802 he sold the 
house he had b u i l t , but leased the southern ha l f for seven years, He moved to Boston 
c. 1809 and died there i n 1821, 

Cabot was a prominent merchant I n Beverly and for many years was i n partnership with 
his brother, Andrew Cabot, In addition to large foreign and domestic commercial oper­
ations, they, together w i t h t h e i r brother George, took out Letters of Marque and en-

, gaged i n privateering on an extensive scale, forming the large Importing house of 
J. & A. Cabot which made Spanish trade i t s specialty. Captain Cabot was also one of 
the founders of the F i r s t Cotton Manufactory i n 1788 which was formed i n Beverly. 

President George Washington v i s i t e d the m i l l i n 1789 and recorded an account of that 
v i s i t i n his diary. Captain Cabot was also one of a corporation of f i v e to support 
the building of the bridge between Beverly and Salem i n 1789. With his extraordinary 
s p i r i t of enterprise and fin e business mind. Captain Cabot was a major contributor to 
the mercantile development of Beverly. 
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• e. wmionA/iTi 
38. 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A - 9 5 AC HON 

32. FUN'JIWC! 

«._l_l.l)Ei;.«L _ 

b. APf'LICAMT 

c_. s_r.»Tr_ 
d. LOCU 

0. OTIiFR 

2,600 
.CO 

.00 

.CO 

.00 

.03 

33. ACTION 

3.S. CONTA':; 
T ION (• 

I'eur ywowtU day 

19 77 2 35 

Stephen D. NcvTiian 
(202) 523-5472 

ADDITIO.'iAL INFOfiMA-
r.d triephur.a number) 

f. TOT.U_ J j t J j j l O O .̂00 

a. In ta:,i.!2 .;bu;'« t^'io-y, .-.•fi/ C6.rrtis.'-.ts rtuoivcd i r r . i clf^ilnfb-JTL 
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