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ia~NAME 
HISTORIC 

Conway Cemetery 
AND/OR COMMON 

Conway-Bradley Cemetery 

fR]LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

South of Walnut Hill, west of Bradley 
CITY. TOWN 

Bradley ~VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Arkansas 

~CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

X,_ SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

~PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

fm.OWNER OF PROPERTY 

CODE 

OS 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

:lLUNOCCUPIED 

_ WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

:lL YES: RESTRICTED 

- YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

fourth 
COUNTY 

Lafayette 
CODE 

073 

PRESENT USE 

~GRICULTURE 

_ COMMERCIAL 

_ EDUCATIONAL 

_MUSEUM 

_PARK 

_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT 

...,..INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

-SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

x OTHER : cemetery 

_____ _:H~. -'L~·-.::::.D~a=-'-rner~r_ . __ jSee continuation Sheet for other claimants to the property) 
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CITY. TOWN 
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~LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REG ISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Clerk's Office 
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Lafayette County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Lewisville 

~REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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Other claimants to the Conway Cemetery: 

-.---

(The following are descendants of the Conway-Bradley families, and claim a joint 
interest in the cemetery site). 

1. W. C. Bradley 
Route 4, Box 181 
Longview, Texas 

2. Mattie Bradley Maryman 
218 West 7lst 
Shreveport, Louisiana 

3. Mrs. J. W. t-1cCalma.n 
Route 1 
Bradley, Arkansas 



Y,_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~.ORIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE __ . _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Conway family cemetery is located on the site of the Walnu·t Hill Plantation. 
The house, which was destroyed in the late nineteenth century, was orfginally 
located just northwest of the cemetery. The only remaining evidence of the 
plantation is the cemetery where numerous members of the Conway family are 
interred. 

Now surrounded by soybean fields, the Conway cemetery is enclosed \'lith a chain 
link fence, added in 1962. Jonquils and rye grass ··cover the one-half acre en­
closure, and a large oak tree dominates the southeast corner. Several small 
mulberry trees are also located within the enclosure. 

About forty tombstones dating from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
are set in rows over the east half of the cemetery site. The grave of Governor 
James Sevier Conway, with its original five-foot marble marker, is located in the 
north central section of the cemetery. A wrought iron fence, probably dating 
from the late nineteenth century, encloses a small area containing several graves 
of the Bradley family. This small enclosure is located in the southeast of the 
cemetery near the oak tree. 

Still situated in the site originally designated by Governor Conway, the Conway 
Cemetery is very well cared for and receives continual maintenance. The cemetery 
was declared a state historic site by the 1975 General Assembly, and its main-

.. , tenance is financed and supervised by the Arkansas Depc:trtment of Parks and 
Tourism. 
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~:.J SIGNIFICANCE 

P!:HICJD AReAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

- P'i cHIS fORIC -ARCHEOLOGY -PREHISTORIC _COMMU~i i TY PLANNI W:l _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

- 140 0 · 1499 _ARCHEOLOGY -HISTORIC _CONSeRVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

· -1~00·1599 __AGRICULTUflE _ECONOMI CS _ _ LITERATURE _SCULPTURE. 

_1600·1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _ MUSIC _THEATER 

x_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900 · _COMMUNICAT:ONS _INDUSTRY ~POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES March 3, 1855 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Near the south Arkansas border is the Conway Cemetery, a small graveyard con­
taining about forty tombstones. Though a plantation house and its accompanying 
outbuildings were once located nearby, this quiet cemetery is now surrounded 
by soybean fields. Buried in this cemetery i s James Sevier Conway (1796-1855), 
first governor of the State of Arkansas. As the only roemainingJsite associated 
with this prominent citizen, the Conway Cemetery is of special ~iptoric signi-
ficance to the people of Arkansas. y\..J. \ (;;..-0 

Among the politically prominent families in nine teenth-century Arkansas, the 
Conway's were one of the most importa nt. From this illus trious clan came an 
~rkansas Congres s man, two governors, a supre me court justice and a number of 
other local and state officials. When Arkansas chose its first governor in 
1836, James S. Conway was selected. 

Born in Greene County, Tennessee, James S. Conway was the second son of Thomas 
and Ann Rector Conway. In 1818 the family moved to St. Louis, and b vo years 
later James and his older brother Henry W. Conway emigrated to Arkansas Territory. 
'l' ~"J:! t·.·/O brot.h~ :::_- .:; '.·!ere e;-tryag.:::d in larv-.1 su.r-:Jr:::y s d.n.~1 .;~;p2r~iis2d t.h·~ •,-;ro.c]( o £ t ~-~n to 

;'" ·-... fi fteen field surveying parties. 
\,.)..._ I , , 

1 \. Comvay 'tlas a skillful surveyor, and in 1825 was appointed b y Pre sident John Q. 
,:1 Adams to survey the western boundary of Arkansas. From the Red River in the 

· ~t.~..,/ south to the Arkansas River in the north, Conway marked the famous "Choctaw Line" 
\..'":" "-- '\·lhich still serves as the ·Arkansas-Oklahoma boundary. In 1831 Conway was appointed 

to sur vey the state's southern boundary by President Andrevl Jackson. Despite 
' problems posed by the unusually cold \•leather and swampy lanc1s to be sur\l'eyed, 

Co nway successfully completed the survey of the Arkansas-Louisiana border. \lrhen 
the office of Arkansas Surveyor General was created in 1832, James S. Conway 
was the logical choice to fill this important post. 

On June 15, 1836, Arkansas was admitted to the Union as the t'\venty-fifth state. 
Earlier in · the spring the Democratic party had selec'ced James S. Conway as its 
gubernatorial candidate. Conway received 7,716 votes, enough to secure his 
election over the ~·~h.ig candidate Absalom Fowler. On Septewber 13, 1836, 
James Sevier Conway was inaugurated as Arkansas' first governor. 

Governor Conw·ay' s four year term was clouded with troubles caused by banking 
interests in the state. The State and Real Estate Banks, established under the 
Constitution of 1836, caused great economic distress in the young state. 

I 
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Financial havoc was so great that the 1844 legislature outla\ved banks completely. 
It was only after the Civil \'lar that banks were re~stablished in the state .. 

A nineteenth century historian described Conway's administr~tion as follows: 

"He (Conway) was a man of fair ability and irreproachable integrity, but 
was not the man for the time; .... The author's complaint is chiefly con­
fined to the absence of executive forethought and

1
resistance to the 

various encroachments of financial adventurers." 

However, despite the banking problems, Conway's administration witnessed several 
more positive events, including construction of the Little Rock Arsenal and the 
First State Capitol. Six new counties were created and the governor urged the 
establishment of a state college. 

Following his single term in office, Governor Conway retired to Walnut Hill, his 
cottpn plantation in Lafayette County. In 1823 he had purchased this farm on the 
Red River, and over the years had enlarged his holdings. Located on the "Long 
Prairie" in s~uthwest Arkansas, Conway referred to his property as the "prairie 
plantation." 

From his retirement from public office in 1840 until his death in 1855, Conway 
wa~ a v2ry successful farmer. Tax records indica te t hat his rea l ~nd per~on~l 

property increased greatly during these years, and he bec.:wte one of the lilrgest 
cotton grm'lers in south Arkansas. 

On March 3, 1855, James Sevier Conway died of pnewnonia at his Walnut Hill 
Plantation. He was buried near the northeast corner of a ten-acre plot \•rhich he 
had designated as a burial ground. Other members of his \vife' s family (Nary 
Jane Bradley) were also buried in the cemetery. In the one-half acre actually 
used for ~ur~~l~, ~~~~t f orty members of the Conway-Bradley families are interred. 

_-'. ()_.~_ y,_,.< < \ ' ( "• ' · 

The significance of the Conway Cemetery lies in the fact that it is the one 
rema~ning site most closely associated with Arkansas' first governor. Though 
all ~vidence of his plantation home has disappeared, the cemetery planned by 
James S. Conway remains intact. 

In 1975 the Arkansas General Assembly declared the Conway Cemetery a state historic 
site and assigned its continued maintenance to the Department of Parks and 
Tourism. As the gravesite of the state's first governor, the Conway Cemetery 
is a significant historic site to all Arkansans. 
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Footnotes: 

1. John Hallum, Biographical and Pictorial History of Arkansas (Albany: Weed; 
Pars ons and Company, 1887). 

2. Hagazine Section, Arkansas Gazette, June 5, 1836. (Reprint of James Sevie r 
Conway 1\ill) . 
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