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The Garage and Fire Station building houses the fire and police stations. It 
also provides space for vehicle storage. This building was constructed in the Swiss 
Chalet style and is a one-story building. It is an "L 1 ' shaped plan with a gable roof, 
The building is a wood frame structure with wood horizontal siding, and a composition 
roof. The Garage and Fire Station is painted. Originally, all the Swiss Chalet 
buildings at Fort Peck were stained either brown or gray. The trim was painted blue, 
green, red, or maroon.

There is some minor timber bracketing on the structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Garage and Fire Station building is significant in the manner in which it 
contributed to the construction of Fort Peck Dam and Lake. The structure provided the 
necessary services of fire prevention and police protection during and following the 
construction of this huge New Deal project. This building is associated with an event 
that changed much of the Missouri River basin. As the dams associated with the Pick- 
Sloan Plan began to be constructed, flood protection became a reality for towns like 
Bismarck, Mandan, Pierre, Sioux City, Council Bluffs, and Omaha. Electricity was 
produced in large amounts as a result of the construction of the Pick-Sloan Plan. 
Recreation eventually became available to a number of people as a result of the filling 
of the reservoir.

This building possesses the distinctive characteristics of the Swiss Chalet style 
and meets Criterion C. The Swiss Chalet style of this structure possesses the "dis­ 
tinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction ..." The 
Swiss Chalet style, popularized in the western states by the National Park Service 
between 1900 and 1920, is a rustic style, reminiscent of our past on the Plains.

This building is now 51 years old; it is associated with an event of major impor­ 
tance in our history. That event was the construction of Fort Peck Dam. The effort 
consisted of a monumental construction project which employed 50,000 people during 
the construction camp era. The employment which was created helped to bring Montana 
out of the Depression. This is one of the few WPA-era projects which remains in 
Montana as a symbol of the New Deal.
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