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Town  Brookline NRA

Address 155 Reservoir Road
Historic Nane MA

Wse: Present residential

Ori gi nal residential
CESR PNIA/:

Date  1830-44

Sour ce tax|lists
Style

Architect

@ eek Revi val
information not available

Exterior lwall fabric asbestos shi ngle I

none
|

t bui | di ngs

Major alterations (vith dates)
Piazza partially enclosed for-new
bath (6' X 9') i n1950

Mved From Boyl ston. St.
Appr ox.

Setting I nresidential neighborhood
set onhill, setback simlarto
nt.hpr houses i narea

Date 1920

acreage 21,645 sq. ft.

Newton Quadrangle
19/322860/4667724

Map # 62



AHTEOTURL. SGNHA CGINE (Mescribe inportant architectural features and Lo
evaluate in terns of other buildings wthin the coranunity.) .

155 Reservoi r Rad was de&gned inthe Geek Revival style wth alowpitched gable
roof, elaborate cornice, &6 wndows, front door wth sidelights, and pilastered .
cornerboards. The entry porch is less than full height and I's supportedby fluted doric
coums. S wth its gable end facing the street, the house has a classic closed

i nent as well as pedinented wndowheads. A though sided wth asbestos shingles, 155
eservoir Road has retained noch of its original detalllng. Inage ad size, Itis
simlar toother Geek Revival hones i n Brookline, nost of which also sit ?able end to
the street and approxinatley half of which have entry porches attached to the gabl e end.

HSTARCGL SANHCOANE EfHan therole omers played in local or state

history and how the building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity.)

This house does not appear on the 1830 nap of Brookline, but it is shom on the 1844
nap, at its original location at the corner of Boylston Street, and the present *
Reservoir RJ.  Attribution of theoriginal ownership of the house stens fromthe fact
that Daniel Pierce bought a large parcel of land at that |ocation fromthe hon. Jonat han
NMson i n 1822-23, and that Reservoir Road was called Pierce's Lane wen this vas the
only house on or near its. Little is knom about Pierce, as records of that tine are
scanté, * Ps early as 1812 he vas taxed $20.80 for real estate, and by 1837 he vas taxed
only $14.84, having disposed of sone of his property. I1n 1844 Fierce had a house on the
present Chestnut HIl Ase., - one that is no on the 1830 and this house vas
oved by Snon and John W Vérren, sons of John Verren (see 305 Verren ). In
the Verren brothers paid only a poll ta, asthey wereliving on Verren &. Both
Virrens were farners and narried sisters, Snon narrying Sarah Galfe in 1847 and John
Wite Verren narrying her sister Amera the followng year. [t is not clear whether
the brothers actually lived inthis house (a its forner |ocation) or only farned the
land there. Their father died in 1847, at which tine his farmon Vérren 3. went to .
their younger brother Charles. The 1851 tax |list, the first available after 1837, ishog
that Reservoir Roed was row called Verren Ave., that John and Snon Verren still owed
this house and its land jointly, and that John al so owmed a house and |and on t he east
side of Reservoir Ri., ut ha]fV\aytothetom line. 1n1855 the shovs this house
rented to C H Hwes, but Snon Verren probably still farned the land. The next year
John W Veirren becane the ower of the present 305 Vdrren &., and Snon built ir o o\

B Bl G3A Wand/ or REFERENES (nane of  publication, author, date and piiblisher) (Continuation)
Nyps - 1830, 1844, 1855 ' -
Atlases - 1874, 1884, 1919, 1927
Tax lists - 1812, 1826, 1837, 1861; 1851-52
Vital Records of Brookline, M . A
Jones, Theodore, Land Gwnership in. Brookline v bo-
Little, Nna Hetcher. Sne Od Brookline Huses
Man, Engineering Departnent, :/13D33 184 e

1837

eexcept that he married Lydia Humphreys of Dorchester in 1808, and later, .
after her death, Nancy Dickerman, and had a son, Jonathan Mason Pierce, and
five daughters.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Qrani uity: Form No:

NMASAQUETS HISTORICAL  CCKMISION Brookl i ne 2776/32
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Nane: 155 Reservoir Rd.

Indicate each item on inventoiy foim which is being continued bedow.
HISTORICAL SGNIFICANCE —

di-iifi.

315 house next door at 285 Verren S, between 1855-58. The 1861 tax |ist shows that
Jnon Vrren, by then the sole omer of this house, had sold it that year to _

W N ckerson, and that John VW Veirren had sold his house on Reservoir” Rl to Louise
Atvel |, but was renting 11 acres onthe land fromMs. Sybil Fenninan, osit is clear
that the Vérren brothers continued to farmhere after they had sol d their houses,
each wth about 3 acres of |and, retaining nest of the aCreage for thensel ves.

In 1874, the house and stable at the corner of Boylston Street and Reservoir R
belonged to R S Bay, and by 1834 to John S Wight, wi al so owed the forner J. W
Virren place on Reservoir Road, since denolished. In 1919, theyear before it vas
noved, i1ts address was 855 Boylston Street andit was the %%pert of the Chestnut
HII ., wiich omed the Chestnut HII Glf QGub there. Thenext year Carroll C
ONeill bought the house and noved it toits present |ocation.

Its design enploys the classic closed pedinent and wde architrave of the Geek
Revi val st%lle, as well as pedinent shaped wndowheads, and the house is set wth its
able endto the street. The porch, wth Doric col unms, extends across the front of
the house and around t he si de.

This house neets NRcriteria Aand G reflecting the agrarian character of its

nei ghborhood during the 19th centurY and being afine and highly unusual exanple, for
this area, of the Geek Revival style, retaining such original Teatures as the

el aborate cornice, front door wth sidelights, pilastered cornerboards and fluted -
doric col unms supporting the entry porch. 5

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Form

Page

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Continuation sheet Item numtjer
Name Brookline MRA
State " MSSAOH EETTS
Nomination/Type of Review
41-  House Keeper
(5 Lincoln Rd,) Enter®d is tava
Matiesaal |WtfIBter Attest
42.  House "e liteeper
(12—16 Corey Rd.)
Attest
43, House " Ceeper
(25 Stanton Rd.) % Entered in the
"o Mtinaml Segiater  Attest
44. House"-" J . - <Tfeeper

(38—40 Webster PI.)

latccod In the
Jlat-ioml Betister Attest

(44 Linden St.)
Hatioml |[feirlster Attest
46. House u- (TK"per

(44 Stanton Rd.)

47, House
(83 Penniman Pl .)

48. House * »
%0 Rawson Rd. &
86 Colburne Crescent)

49, House ¢j- ‘o',
(105 Marion St.)

50. House* "
(155 Reservoir Rd.)

Entared t»
Hational le«l8%«r Attest

IIteeper

Satloml Befistsr Attest

eeper

EHt«r»d la tIMI, Attest
flCeeper

Enter &f im tte Attest

lational Atfiatn*

Ennersd 1Bt”. “Keeper
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WASO Form « 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" Juna 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

House (Brookline MRA)
Norfolk County
MASSACHUSETTS

CD resubmission

e nomination by person or local government

im owner objection

cn appeal

Substantive Review: cn sample CH request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Working No. | P 4

Fed. Reg. Date: fiP/.e/"fi?

Date Due

Action: JsrA"CCEPT
Sytwrad 1B tl»« RETURN
lat-ional Begiater ~_REJECT.

Federal Agency:

cn appeal cn NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
, See continuation sheet

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Chak ae
exceiient cn deteriorated unaltered

cn good cn ruins altered

o fair ¢cn unexposed

Describe tha present and original (if known) physical appearance

ch summary paragraph

cn completeness "

e clarity o e N -
cn alterations/integrity A
cn dates

| Iboundary selection

Check one
« original site
moved date.



8. Slignificance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

cn summary paragraph *
cn completeness

cn clarity

cn applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

cn relating significance to the resource

e context

cn relationship of integrity to significance

cn justification of exception

cn other

9. Major Bibliographical Referencei
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

. Ar

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Cartifieation
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
cn Photographs LI
e other

Questions concemihg this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for any itsm may be continued on an attached sheet
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