FORM B BUILDING 7 In Areano. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 131-0
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1 Town V/orcester

Address Sumraer Street

Name Mission Chapel
Present use church - Second Baptist

2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5") ClTurcTi

Staple to left side of form
Photo number second Buptlst Chur~ch

Present owner of Worcester
—19 ML. Vernon—&tv-
3. Description: Worcester, Mass. OIcOS

Date

SouT-oe exterior date placque
eler.ieni;a o' Ilaliaiiale a‘“iu inld-
Style I'yth centurJ "fiomanesque in
panel™”

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect ichabod V.'ashburn
in relation to nearest cross streets and '

other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric brie

Roll 26

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features recessed v/all panels
with decorative orici: wor”™ ar rieads,
arched windows with sandstone caps

facade windows inid-20th
Altered and door Date century

Moved no Date

, \-r|u Assessors' Book 2, p,13
<--'in 5. Lotsize: L(t3 9766 sq.ft.

One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximate frontage o~

Approximate distance of building from street

16’ . 1
L, Carruth
6. Recorded by ed. B.R. Pfeiffer

Organization Vi'orc. ;ierita--e Pres. Soc,

Date Januar-v  197b

(over)

30M-5-77



Evan:j;elical City Missionary Society
7. Original owner (if known)

Original use chapel and rector-

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates corniriercial (R:id-20tn centur,;,.); church (1966 60
present)

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation

Agricultural Education Religion

Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Social/

Communication Military humanitarian

Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Built iniBSk "ndpartially restored in 1966when the building was
returned toreli,"ious use, the M ssion Chapel is a rectan®ular plaji brick
structure bearing the stKIistic el ements of the"Norman style" (also called
"Romanesque i n panel ") which was popular fromthe late 16i;0s until the
1670s. Characteristic of this early Victorian style, the M ssion Chapel's
front section (easm, which contains the church hall, is divided on the
exterior by piers ich rise toa decorative corbelling at the head of
each bay. Beneath the eaves i s an additional band of corbelin.*. Wndows
along the church's side walls are nade up of 9/9 sash set in frames with
arched transoms and arched sandstone |intels set on consoles. The facade
(east) is divided into three bays and bears a nane placque, date placque
and two arched windows i nthe gable; the present entry andfirst storey
w ndows ar ereplacemeG s of ca.l96b. Attached tothe rear of the chapel
(west) is a two-and-one-half-storey rectory with a side-hall floor plan.
Wndows of the rectory's first twostories areset inlow-rising seg-
mental arches; thetwo wndox>rs inthe gable are identical tothose i n the
church facade. Other brick work of the rectory matches that of the rest

of the chapel. Ichabod Washburn, founder of Worcester's large wireand
steel industry, said of the building, "The plan was ny own andwere | to
erect another building for this purpose, | do not know how I could

| mprovei t "

Dedi cated i n 1655, the M ssion Chapel i s one of the oldest church
buildings i nV/iorcester and possesses a variety of historical associations.
The Evangelical City M ssionary Society was formed i n [tik9 by | ay

(cont,)
10, Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc,)
Cheever, H Autobiography andMenorials of Ichabod V/ ashburn, pp, 69-73.
Lincoln, W History of Vlorcester (1662) p. 332,
Nutt, G History of Worcester! wvol, ||, pp. SOB-899 (City M ssion)’
vol . Il%e' pp, 60-bl (biography of | , Washburn)
Worcester Planning Department, Transition, p, 12 (photos - 1966)
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representatives of six local Protestant churches. Joined later by other-
Protestant churches, the group hired |, Ellis Guild and, |ater, Msfes
Brighamas City M ssionary, Finally, in 1053, Reverend V/iilliam T, Sleeper
was hired for the job. By 1653 there existed "a growing interest in behalf
of the poor and neglected in the neighborhood of Pine Madov;, or East
Vilorcester,,, Sabbath eveni n? meetings were held ina private dwelling-
house, and for a considerable time 1 n the school house, where these children
were gathered and instructed, but with great inconvenience both to scholars
and teachers, for want of better accommodations," (Washburn, Autobiography)

Observing this situation, Ichabod V/ashburn, a deacon of the M ssionary
Society, "was nuch exercised in considering the subject of theerection
and support of a City M ssion Chapel, to give to the poor and neglected a

place of worship free," Fearing "that such an undertaking involved a
5})|r|tual as well as moral qualification, which,.,| didnot possess”,
V/ashburn designed the building and “had i t constructed at a cost of nore

than '41k,000, L)Pon completion, the M ssion Chapel contained a chapel,
living quarters for the city mssionary and space for the Mssion's Pine
Meadow Sunday School, |n 1656 Reverend Sleeper, discouraged hy- declining
interest inthe M ssion, resigned and the M ssion went through a period

of inactivity”.

In the 186CS, under the direction of V/ashburn's brother-in-Iaw, Henry
T. Cheever, the City M ssion began to gather a larger congregation. In
addition to his work v/ith the M ssionary Society, Cheever, secretar?/ of
the Church Anti-Slaveryr Society from 1559 to 186[|., was the author of a
nuraber of books including: Island V/iorld of the Pacific, Life in the Sandw ch
| sl ands, The VIhale and Hi's Captors, The Pulpit and the Pew and AutobTo-"'- >
graphy and Memorials of Ichabod V/ashburn/ ''shox-Jing how a great business
was devel oped and lai'ge wealth acquired for the uses of benevol ence.”
Under Cheever's and V/ashburn's direction, an industrial school was insti-
tuted, "The object of this departnment is to give instruction in sewng,,,.
The average nunper enjoying these advantages 1s tv;o hundred and fifty,
mostly Irish Catholics,”

Later in the century the chapel "opened it sdoors to the "Nw Pilgrims'
who vxere comng to the city inlarge numbers,” The chapel was used at
various times by German, Swedish, Arnenian and French congregations before
each becane sufficiently well establishedto build a church of its own.

In 1875 Hev,”V/illiam Sleeper returned to his earlier position and directed
the reconstituion of the Society as the Congregational City Mssionary-
Society, after 1683 the V/iorcester City M ssionary Society, The organization
continued into the tv/entieth centurg, al though it safetontion becanme focused
on the support of Sunday Schools and in aiding itsmnenber churches. Today
It continues to supFort I t smenber churches by providing funds for social
service needs and also providinga mnister to the elderly.

Staple to Inventory form at bott g,
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Please refer to the map in the
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