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Town Rehoboth

Address 26 Kelton Street

Historic Name Nathan Bowen House

Use:  Present two-famly residence

Original two-fam |y residence
DESCR PTI ON
Dat e ca. 1785
Source architectural detail
Style Feder al
Architect unknown
Exterior wall fabric cl apboard
Qut bui I di ngs see text

Maj or alterations (vith dates) none

Moved no Dat e

Approx. acreage 2.02

Setting 75 feet from rnad behind

stone wall: rural context

sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL. S OGN H CANCE  (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterns of other buildingsw thin the comunity.)

The Nat han Bowen House i san outstanding and unusual exanple of well-devel oped
Federal period architecturei nRehoboth. A two-and-one-half story five-bay
center entrance structure, i ti snoteworthy both for thequality of itsdetail
and excellent preservation overall. No additions, interior partition additions
or removal, and such common ail ments have affected this building. | t was
originally built as tworesidential units and has a full keeping room fireplace
with bake oven on eacmfloor, thedownstairs being slightly larger. Entrance

(Continued)
HSTGRCA. SGNHCANCE (Explainthe role owers played inlocal or state
history and how the building relates t othe devel opnent of the community.)

The land i nthis area was owned by t heKelton and Bowen famlies i nthe 18th
century. Sone have suggested that this i sa Kelton house, built to replace

an earlier structure at a different but nearby location. Nathan Bowen owned
this land and a house here before 1775. The cipher "Bowen Bottle, My 13, 1818"
on thefirst floor buttery door nay be an indication of early ownership. By
1850, i t belonged to A Bowen (Walling). | tremined i ntheBowen famly until
the end of thel19th century when L. Bowen, who also owned t he house next door
(#77) sold both properties. This house, by 1895 belonged toWIlIliamH Tasker
with one small outbuildingtotheeast (Evert and Richards).

The Nat han Bowen House, one of Rehoboth's fewpure Federal period houses, neets
criterion Cof theNational Register of Historic Places individually andon
the basis of present know edge potentially neets criterion D

B B G3¥HY and/ or REFEHRENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Everts and Richards. Atlas of Bristol County, Mass'achusetts, 1895.
Walling, H F. My of Rehoboth, Mass.. 1850.
Walling, H F. My of Rehoboth, Mass., 1871.
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow.

Architectural Significance (Continued)

to a wal k-in chanber between the flues i sthrough a door left of thefirst floor
keeping room fireplace. Both this door andthe staircase shows distinct traces
of graining. The stair string course i ssecorated with a sawcut curved design.

Ocher architectural details, largely all inplace, include mantels with plain
doric pilasters, undecorated friezes, andprojecting shelf ends and/or a projecting
central frieze panel. The west front roomonthe first floor has the nost

el aborately detailed mantel and zoned fluting decorates thechairrail andcornice.

The attic windows retain original twelve over twelve sashes and gl ass, although

the rest have been changed t osi xover six. According t othe present owner,

the south andeast exterior walls are studded andthe north andwest plant.

This nmay have been a function of thickening thewalls, indicated also by relatively
deep wi ndow insets i nthe south and east walls.

Exterior ornamentation i stypically limted tothefront facade. A line of
dentils decorates the cornice. The doorway i s a sinple version of a Federal
style of expression with a fanlight and pedi nent above and flanking doric pilasters.

Across Kelton Street tothe south i sa barn foundation of undetermned date

and remants of 20th century chicken coops. Both fell or were torn downca.
1960. West of the house i sa small fieldstone walled enclosure reputed t ohave
been a local animal pound. A dunp of considerable size (approximately fifteen
by tenfeet) and age i s |ocated approxi mtely 50 yards behind the house at the
edge of a swanp. 19thcentury glass bottles andiron items haveoccasionally
been observed and there i s a good potential that the dunp i s as ol d as t he house.
Under a protective layer of nodern materials, it appears t obe undisturbed.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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