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1. Name of Property
historic name Fox, Warren Building
other names/site number N/A

2. Location
street & number 190-196 Middlesex Street not for publication
city, town Lowell vicinity
state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017 zip code ni»!i?
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
pn private [in building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| I public-local | | district | buildings
| Ipublic-State I |site - sites
| | public-Federal | Istructure structures

| | object objects

1 0 Total

Name of relatedyiiultiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

e nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the propertv!_Jmeets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

signature of certifying official Vj Date '
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Cnmnii gsinn;
Stea Fedad apy adbuwesu State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Natiojial Park Service Certification
I, hejpBy, certify that this property is:
Oentered in the National Register.
| | See continuation sheet.
| Idetermined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.
I I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register,
d ] other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Vérren Fox Building, Lowell, Massachusetts

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
ronnerce: specialty store work in progress

donestic: multiple dvelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation granite

Late Victorian walls brick

roof asphal t shingle
aher cast iron (storpfronts)
granite

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

See Qontinuation Sheet

I 1See continuation sheet



Hnrom M>hra OMB A«»«-Na <««(»e

United states Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section nuntoer | Page 1—

Located between Pear|l and South Streets on the outskirts of Lowell's
central business district, the Warren Fox Building (190-196 M ddl esex
Street) i s a mxed-use block constructed in 1884. The building occupies
its entire 3,290-square foot |ot, bounded by M ddl esex Street to the
north, an attached one-story brick structure to the east, a parking | ot
to the south, and the Howe Building (208 M ddl esex) to the west.

The four-story brick block has a flat roof and an eight-bay facade
with the fifth bay (right of center) treated as the architectural focus.
Two trabeated cast iron storefronts flank the recessed nain entry, above
which is a granite lintel carved with the building's date. Gooved cast
iron piers define the storefronts, each consisting of a recessed center
entry, two-light transons, and a metal signband. Projecting brick
pilasters framng the main entry arise the full height of the building,
culmnating above the roofline in a narrow parapet wall with a granite
cornice supported by tw granite consoles. Brick pilasters at the end
walls are simlarly treated, each finished above the roofline with a
cornice and single console. Evenly spaced wi ndows on each of the three
upper stories have 2/2 wood sash, granite lintels, and share a granite
sillcourse. GOnamental brickwork includes checkerboard panels beneath
the third-story wi ndows, recessed panels beneath the fourth-story
wi ndows, a beaded stringcourse above the fourth story, and a stepped
corbel cornice. Fire escapes span the fourth and fifth bays on the three

upper stories.
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Exposed secondary elevations |ack the decorative brickwork of the
facade (north elevation). Theeast elevation, exposed above the first
story, is aplainwall of conmon brick with no openings. The south
(rear) elevation is also of conmon brick with a stepped corbel cornice.
O the first floor, three entries have been infilled ashave all five
wi ndows. Eight brick segnental -arch wi ndows on each of the three upper
floors have 6/6 wood sash andgranite sills. Fire escapes span two bays
on each upper level. The FoxBuilding shares a brick party wall with the
Howe Building t othe west.

Built as a 16-unit apartment house with ground floor retail space,
the Fox Building retains itsoriginal plan. O the tworetail spaces,
the northernnmost i s w der, spanning four bays as conpared t othree for
the other storefront. In general, the retail spaces arenot
partitioned. A single stair rising through the core of the building
| eads t othe upper (residential) floors. Thestair features an original
wood railing with turned newel posts andbalusters. A skylight above the
stair creates a lightwell onto which open interior wi ndows from adjacent
residential roons. Units andhallways retain original wood trim
including heavily nol ded wi ndow and door surrounds with corner bl ocks,
mat chboard wai nscoting, and paneled wood doors.

The Warren Fox Building will be undergoing certifiedrehabilitation.
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Archaeol ogical Description

VWhile no prehistoric sites arecurrently recorded on t heproperty, it
IS possible that sites arepresent. Seven known prehistoric sites are
recorded i nt hegeneral ae» (within onemle). This factor and the
proximty of theproperty totheMerrimack River, Concord River, and

River Meadow Brook indicate a reasonable potential for locating

prehistoric sites. |1 ngeneral, however, thepotential for locating
significant archaeological survivals, either prehistoric or historic, i s
| ow because of 19th century building construction (4 storybuilding)

whi ch nearly covers t he parcel.



Verren Fox Buil ding, Lowel|. Missachusetts

8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| Inationally O statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria PHA | |[B ITIC | ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) HHA N C QF 111G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

architecture 1834-ca. 1930 1834

conmey ce

Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

See Continuation Sheet

| 1See continuation sheet



Warren Fox RuilHing, Inwpll, MassarhiisPtts
9. Major Bibliographicai References

Atlas of the Gty of Lowell, Massachusetts. Springfield, M L.J. Rchards & @., 189%.
Aty Atlas of Lowel |, Massachusetts. Philadel phia: GM Hopkins, 1879.
Aty Drectories, Lovell, M

@burn, Frederick W Hstory of Lovell and Its People. N. Lews Hstorical
Publ i shing @.,

HIl, Fank P, conp. anded Lowell Illustrated: A Chronological Record of the Events
ax Hstorical Setches of the Large Minufacturing Gorporations. Lowel |, 1834.

Illustrated Hstory of Lowell and Vicinity. Courier-Qtizen @. (Lowell), 1897.

See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

fx| preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) AN Primary location of additional data:
has been requestedHPCA //11154MA (X~State historic preservation office
| I previously listed in the National Register Other State agency
npreviously determined eligible by the National Register ' , ["Federal agency
undesignated a National Historic Landmark [ JLocal government
| Irecorded by Historic American Buildings | | University
Survey # | | Other
| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # MHC

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property less than nnp arrp

UTM References A
A LL5J 131linl4i liOl 14i71?i 317iftinl I, B 1Y/ T Y Y Y A I A
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
clL~” T o I A I I I e

I 1See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nomnated property i s shom on the acconpanying detail of the
dty of LOV\ZH assessor' s mpp ‘?he Yot neasures 53.5 x 61.5". e

r | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire city ot that has historically been associated
wth the property.

I 1See continuation sheet

%ﬂm@ﬁa?ﬁrggn%elly Brooner, Gonsultant, wth Mrcia M Oni and Betsy Fri edber g,
agrizaimNR Director, Mss. Hstorical Gnmission e February
street & number
80 Boylston Street telephone 617 7?7 8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts Zip code Q?116



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Secti on nunber * Page |

The Warren Fox Building, Lowell, i sa representativeexanple of the
devel opment that occurred along M ddlesex Street and throughout nuch of
Lowel | s business district i nthelate 19th and early 20th centuries.
Serving as retail and residential rental space, this comercial block
addressed both thecity's econom c expansion and t heneed for new types
of housing for mll operatives following thepost-Civil Var dismantling
of thecorporation-runboardinghouse system Reflecting typical late
19t h-century commercial design i nLowell, theWrren Fox Building retains
integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, andassociation
and neets Criteria A and C of t heNational Register of Historic Places on
the local Ilevel.

Lowel | i sa major urban industrial center |ocated ontheMerrimack
River approximately thirty mles northwest of Boston. Bordered to the
north and northeast by Dracut, t heeast by Tewksbury, t hesouth and west
by Chelnsford, and t henorthwest by Tyngsborough, Lowell reached it s
current size through annexations from Tewksbury (1834, 1888), Dracut
(1851, 1874, 1879), and Chelmsford (1874). The confluence of the
Merrimack and Concord Rivers and associated canal systens at t heheart of
the city shape and define Lowell's historic industrial, comercial, and

institutional core.

A md-17th century settlement onthewestern outskirts of Chelnsford,
the area that i snow Lowell was originally characterizedby Indian

settlements and numerous fam|ly-owned farnms. By thelate 18th century
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smal | manufacturing concerns such as sawand grist mills appeared.
Construction of a series of canals, particularly the Pawtucket (1797) and
the M ddl esex (1801), inproved navigation of theMerrinmack River and
spurred econom c devel opnent, thereby setting thestage for rapid
industrial and comrercial growh i ntheearly 19th century.

A mgjor shift i nLowell's econom c base occurred withthe
establishment of cotton manufacturing conpani es by Boston nerchant
investors. The shift began i n 1822 with theincorporation of the
Merrimack Manufacturing Conpany, thefirst of tennmjor conpanies that
were t o dom nate Lowell manufacturing through theturn of the 20th
century. The nine other mlls were Ham |ton (1825), Appleton (1828),
Lowel | (1828), M ddlesex (1830), Suffolk (1830), Trenont (1830), Law ence
(1831), Boott (1835), and Massachusetts (1835). The revolutionary
character of these mlls was based on Wl tham precedent, i nwhichthe
manuf acture of cotton cloth was carried out fromstart to finish. The
Lowel | conpanies' directors brought together for thefirst tine sone of
the period's nost advanced ideas i nt heareas of power generation,
industrial and transportation technol ogy, production control, capital
formulation, scientific research, and social organization. Rapid
industrial expansion pronpted a sharp increase i npopulation, and i njust
under a decade Lowell grew froma town (incorporated March 1826) into a

city (incorporated April 1, 1836).
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The city continued itsexpansion until ca. 1857, when a financia
panic resulted in a general slowdown in business. Population declined
through the Civil Wr years, during which time the Lowell mlls were idle
due to the belief of their conbined directorsthat the mlls could not be
run at a profit. The cessation of m || operations during the war was the
turning point for a nmarked change in the socio-econom c character of ml|
operatives and, by extension, the general Lowell population. Trained
mll girls and the corporation-run boardi nghouse system were replaced
after the war by unskilled inmgrant |[abor and the need for famly
t enenents.

By the end of the 1870s industrial conplexes |ined the Paw ucket
Canal, creating a concentrated manufacturing zone at the heart of the
city. Mich of the area along the canal in the vicinity of Fletcher,
Dutton, and M ddl esex Streets as well as scattered | ocations along the
Concord River were built up with two to four-story mlls, nany
constructed of stone and powered by steam Vhile mill conpl exes
continued to expand with additions or new buildings through the 1880s,
few i f any corporation boardi nghouses were constructed.

The growth of Lowell's business district paralleled the city's
industrial devel opnment with major expansion in the 1850s and again in the
1880s. During the first half of the 19th century Merrimack Street was
the spine of the downtown conmercial area, which also took in Mddle and

Central Streets (Merrimack-Mddle Streets Historic District, NR 1979)
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The area contains a significant group of two to five-story conmercial

bl ocks, largely brick, built primarily inthe 1880s and 1890s. Many of
these and |ater buildings are late Victorian comercial hybrids,
exhibiting elements of the Ronmanesque Revival, Queen Anne, or Renai ssance
Revival styles.

The commercial district remains inthe grid of the original mll
conpany area, having expanded gradually al ong major thoroughfares. Qe
such thoroughfare, Mddl esex Street, was established as a suburban radial
to western sections of the city by the md-19th century. A nmjor
transportation artery into downtown, M ddlesex Street was the |ocation of
a railroad depot at Fletcher Street for lines to Boston (beginning 1835)
and Nashua, New Hanpshire (beginning 1838), as well as a route for the
street railroad i nthe 1860s and the electric streetcar inthe 1890s.

Prom nently positioned inmrediately north of M ddlesex Street between
Gorham and Fletcher Streets were the juxtaposedmi || conplexes of the
af orenmentioned Ham | ton Manufacturing Co. and Appleton Co. The conpl exes
occupied the area between the Pawtucket Canal and Ham |ton Canal (ca.
1822-1824) extending south to Jackson Street with Appleton Co.
boar di nghouses (ca. 1832-1860) ranged al ong M ddl esex Street bel ow
Jackson. Although both corporations built major structures on Jackson
Street after the Civil War—Ham lton a |ong storehouse and attached
counting house (ca. 1868) and Appleton a new m || (1873)—onstruction of

new cor porat e boardi nghouses had ceased. Instead, beginning ca. 1889 the
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Appleton G. either sold itsboardinghouse holdings on the north side of
M ddl esex Street to outside owners, or redevel oped the properties by
constructing new m xed-use buildings. The corporation retained ownership
of sone of the resulting commercial blocks as late as the 1920s.

New devel opment along M ddl esex Street in the 1880s and 1890s was
typical of the physical transformation of the city's center. Brick mill
housing on the north side of M ddlesex Street and nodest wood-frane
commercial buildings on the south side of the street were replaced by
three and four-story brick m xed-use blocks. These blocks contained
retail space on the ground floor and apartments for rent on the upper
floors. O der downtown nei ghborhoods such as M ddl esex Street had becore
densely devel oped working-class areas, and the construction of new blocks
addressed the need for a new type of housing for m |l operatives.

Extant Dbrick blocks constructed on the sites of earlier Appleton
boardi nghouses on the north side of M ddlesex Street include the Marston
Building at 155-159 M ddl esex (1889), the Spaulding Building at 189
M ddl esex (ca. 1890), the Elliot Building at 193 M ddl esex (1890), and
Appl eton Chanbers at 207 M ddl esex (ca. 1910). O the south side of the
street, the only buildingwith known mill associations is a school for
children of Hamlton and Appleton mill enployees at 150 M ddl esex Street
(1829). This buildingwas sold by the corporations in 182 and converted
into a comrercial block in 1882 Ot her buildings on this side of the

street did not have a history of m |l ownership. The Warren Fox Building
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at 190-196 M ddl esex and the Howe Building at 208 M ddl esex are two of
the best preserved exanples of t henew comrercial construction on the
street 1 nthelast decades of t hel19th century.

The Fox Building was built on the south side of Mddlesex Street i n
1884 by Warren Fox. City directoriesfor the period show a VWarren Fox
boarding on Sunmer Street i nLowell but yield no other information.

Original comercial tenants of t heFox Building include the business
of D L. Bryant, a dealer in watches, clocks andjewelry. The identities
of the building's early apartment-dwellers are unknown, but they
presumably held textile-related jobs, giving the building's proximty to
the Ham | ton and Appleton mlls andthe majority (nearly fifty percent)
of thecity's working population then involved in textile manufacturing.
The 1917 city directory shows 12 of t heoccupants i ntextile- or other
industrial-related occupations, and a shoe store and a variety store
occupying the ground floor retail space. Thebuilding remained in the
Fox Famly until at |least 1924.

Architecturally, theFox Building is representative of Lowell's late
19th-century commercial architecture. Fewattributionsto specific
architects and buil ders canbe nade during this period asthecity's
bui l ding records generally begin ca. 1906. The Fox Building is typical
in itsconbination of uses, nanely ground floor retail and residential
above, and it s load-bearing construction. Metal frame construction first

appeared i nother commrercial buildings on Mddlesex Street ca. 1890.
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These brick blocks comonly included cast-iron storefronts and decorative
detailing achieved either by the use of granite or brownstone or by the
mani pulation of thebrick wall surface. Stylistically, the Fox Building
IS not high-style but rather a vernacular Late Victorian commerci al
design common t o Lowell. The building incorporates a feature seen
particularly on comercial buildings i nthe Merrimack Street-M ddle
Street area: the central pavilion extending above theroofline.

Mill closings i nthe 1920s and 1930s adversely affected Lowell's
economc vitality. On Mddlesex Street, Hamlton sold its property
between 1924 and 1936, and t he Appleton Co., which suspended operations
in the 1920s, owned its conplex until 1936. Sone of the factory
buildings are extant. A population decline i nLowell beginning i nthe
early 1920s accelerated with the Depression. City directories indicate
hi gh vacancy rates i ncomercial and residential space, and t he Fox
Building was no exception. Ful Iy occupied i n 1925, the Fox Building had
one-third of itsresidential units vacant by 1930. The building's retail
space was occupied from ca. 1924 through 1930 by shoe stores, i n 1935 by
Morris Lever Salt & Hops, and from 1940 through 1955 by M ddl esex
Equi prent Co. I nc. heating supplies. Occupancy of theresidential units

revived somewhat i nthe 1940s and 1950s, but declined again i nthe 1960s.
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Conmpl ete and partial demolition of coiiunercial blocks has occurred on
M ddl esex Street since thecity's earliest mll closings. A few
buildings inthevicinity of the Fox Building were denolished or
irreversibly altered, including 163-167 M ddl esex (denolished ca.
1920-1936), 169 M ddl esex (denolished ca. 1924-1936), 218-220 M ddl esex
(upper story renoved 1935), 230-240 M ddlesex (upper story renoved 1945),
and 182-186 M ddl esex (denolished ca. 1976). Vacant |ots and
unsynpat hetic 20th-century construction detract fromthe late 19t h-
century/early 20th-century streetscape. Certified rehabilitation of the

Fox Building will contribute totherevitalization of the area.



NPSF«n.1Ma»« OUBAppto»IN0.10*«I1$

United States Department of tiie interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sction nunbber 9 Page 1

Lowel | National Historical Park and Preservation District Cultural

Resources Inventory Report. National Park Service, 1979.

Lowel | ; Past. Present, and Prospective. Lowell: Citizen Newspaper Co.,
1891.

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion. Lowell Reconnai ssance Survey
Report, 1980.
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August 23, 1989

g o i
| Oha |ster of Astoric aces

Depar t nent gfthe,lnterior AG31 1SD
Véshi ngt on, O 20013- 7127 REG STER

Dear M. Shull:
Encl osed you will find thefollow ng nomnation forns:
FHone Bui | ding, 208 Mddl esex Street, Lowel |, (Mddl esex Gounty), Mssachusetts;

Verren Fox Building, 190-196 Mddl esex Street, Lowel |, (Mddl esex County),
Massachusetts.

There hast been no owner objections for the above nentioned properties.

The nomnations have been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and have
been signed by the State Historic PreservationOfficer. Qwers were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and
vere afforded the opportunity tocomment. Conments received todate are
attached tothe nomnation form

MMMy gy,

/

Are E Tait . .
Acting National Register Director
Massachusetts H storical Gonmissi on

Encl osur e;

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, State Higtoric Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



