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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"Mount Tammany" or "Tammany" is located at the end, of Tammany Lane, north 
of U.S. Route 11, just northeast of Williamsport in Washington County, 
Maryland. It is situated on an area of level ground and faces south.

Mount Tammany is a two-part brick structure resting on low fieldstone 
foundations. The main block is a two-story, three^bay structure with 
a side hall entrance. Attached to its north gable wall is a two-story, 
five-bay structure also of brick, but much lower in height than the 
main section. Apparently the wing was originally one anda half stories 
high.

The walls of the main section of Tammany display Flemish bond brickwork 
at the front or south elevation and the east end wall, American or 
common bonding is used at the north and west elevations. A water table 
of quarter round bricks extends along the south and west walls. The 
entire surface of the house has been painted white. Prominent wall decor 
ation at the front elevation consists of flat arches of cut stone with 
large keystones. Flat arches of brick are present above other windows.

Windows at the first story of the front elevation have been enlarged 
into French doors. Above them are openings with twelve-overweight light 
sash held within wide frames. A twelve-over^twelve pane sash is used 
at the first story in the east end wall, A small circular window is 
set in each gable. Original windows in the wing have nine-over-six light 
sash. In both sections most windows are flanked by louvered shutters.

The main entrance is located in the easternmost bay of the front elevation. 
It has trim similar to that of the windows and is topped w£th a broad, 
four-light transom. Extending across the front elevation is a one-story 
porch with a low hipped roof. It is supported by round Doric pillars.

The roof of each section of the house is sheathed with sheet metal and 
terminates with barge boards set directly against the end walls. The 
eaves at the front elevation of the main section are finished with 
modillions under which runs a course of small dentils. At other elevations 
the eaves treatment is more simple. A large brick chimney is located 
inside the east gable end. A smaller, more recent furnace flue is 
attached to the west end wall. Another brick chimney is located inside 
the east end of the wing.

The interior of the main section of the house a,t tfre first story level 
consists of a wide entrance and stair hall and a large double parlor, 
each section having a fireplace. The woodwork is elaborate, $ome appear 
ing to date from the late 18th century and some from the mid or late 
19th. Door architraves displaying crossettes or "ears" at their upper 
corners are among the 18th century details of the house. Later work 
includes the French doors and arched fireplace openings trimmed with 
acanthus leaf cartouches.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1
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(DESCRIPTION, continued)

In the main section most of the architectural fabric is of the 
last quarter of the 18th century. The major renovations occured during 
the third quarter of the 19th century when the parlor fireplaces were 
redesigned and the front parlor windows were made into french doors. 
During the late 19th century, the 1%-story wing was enlarged to two ^ 
stories. There are two barns near the Tammany house, but they are owned 
separately and do not appear to date from the 18th century. Near the 
house is a spring, but no domestic outbuildings survive.
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(SIGNIFICANCE,continued)

When he settled at Tammany, Matthew ended his commercial ventures and 
became a successful farmer. He died in 1823, leaving a sizable estate, 
which was not settled until 1862, but was administered by several of 
his sons, who kept a common fund for support and education of all the 
Van Lear children.

Matthew Van Lear's wife was Mary Irwin, who was born near Mercersburg 
in Franklin County, Pennsylvania. One of her sisters married William 
Findley, Governor of Pennsylvania and later U.S. Senator. Mary Irwin's 
brother, Archibald, had a daughter who married a son of William Henry 
Harrison and served briefly as mistress of the White House. Another 
daughter of Archibald Irwin married another Harrison son and became the 
mother of Benjamin Harrison. Sophia Van Lear, youngest child of 
Matthew and Mary Irwin, married Archibald Irwin Findley, a lawyer from 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania and son of William Findley.

The Tammany mansion today is part of a housing subdivision which 
dates from the 1950s. It is visually separated from the more recent 
dwellings by its large lot screened with old plantings.
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BEGINNING at an iron pipe in the west margin of the private 
roadway leading to the farm buildings of W. Preston Howard and 
his wife, said pipe being north 67 degrees 14 minutes west 224.85 
feet from the concrete monument on the northwest corner of Manor 
Road and Hampton Road west, and running thence along or near the 
margin of the said roadway by a curve to the left for a distance of 
S3 feet, more or less, the chord being north 0 degrees 27 minutes 
west 82.31 feet to a stake, thence continuing along the said margin 
of said roadway by a curb to the left for a distance of 97.5 feet, 
more or less, the chord being north 23 degrees 47 minutes west 96.17 
feet to a stake, thence continuing along said roadway by a curve to the 
left for a distance of 139 feet more or less, the chord being north 
57 degrees 45 minutes west 137.5 feet to a stake, thence continuing 
along said road north 70 degrees 06 minutes west 66.49 feet to an 
iron pipe, thence north 15 minutes west along the west side of the 
present fence line 277.0 feet, thence along the south side of another 
fence line south 60 degrees 08 minutes east 324.88 feet to a stake 
alongside a post in the bed of Ritchie Road, thence leaving the fence 
lines and running north 58 degrees 00 minutes east 125.54 feet to a 
stake, thence north 8 degrees 33 minutes east:77.65 feet to the place 
of beginning, containing 2.6 acres.
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SIGNIFICANCE

Known throughout its history as a "Country Mansion", Tammany is a 
relatively high-style building, a rarity in 18th century western 
Maryland. The brickwork, woodwork, and architectural detail are typical 
of the late 18th century in general, exhibiting Georgian stylistic 
influences. However, these details are unusual for 18th century_ 
Washington County. Brick was not often used as a building material, 
log and stone being favored before 1800. Typical 18th century structure 
in western Maryland tend to be vernacular in character, lacking stylistic 
embellishments such as modillions and an elaborate stair.

The interior of Tammany retains much 18th century interior detail. 
The alteration of the parlor fireplaces and front parlor windows in the 
late 19th century are typical of that period and continue the tradition 
of interest in style begun here in the 18th century.

The Van Lear family that built this house and also owned it when the 
19th century changes were made was a prominent one in Washington County, 
as suggested by the quality of their home.

HISTORY

Tammany, a two-part brick house near Williamsport, Maryland, is 
believed to have been built during the 1780s by Matthew Van Learn, a 
prominent early resident of Washington County. The property remained 
in the hands of his descendants until 1928. The Van Lear family was 
related to William Findley, Governor of Pennsylvania, and President 
Harrison, President of the United States.

Additional information on the history of the Van Lear family is to 
be found in the attached excerpts from The History of Western Maryland 
by Thomas Scharf and T.J. C. Williams' History of Washington County.

The Van Lear family is one of the oldest in Western Maryland. The 
branch that came to Williamsport consisted of two brothers, Matthew and 
William, who, according to local histories, engaged in trade with the 
West. They later purchased a large tract of land near Williamsport 
where Matthew built this brick house shortly after the close of the 
Revolution. He named it Tammany after a well-known indian chief of that 
time. Tammany is said to have been built of bricks made on the property.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #2
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