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1 • Name of Property" 
historic name Temple Place Historic District 

other names/site number 

2. Location 
not for publication street & number 11-55, 26-58 Temple Place 

city, town Boston vicinity 
state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county Suffo lk code 025 zip code 02111 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

I I building(s) 
district 

I I site 
I I structure 
I I Object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing  

12 

Al. 

Noncontributing 
2 buildings 

sites 
structures 
objects 

7 Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: 

N/A 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register p 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the pr^gfidy E meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet 

—yiiiu 
Signature of certifying official  

E x e c u t i v e n ^ ^ r p r ^ ^ ^ r 
Massachusetts Historical CommissioH-j 

State or Federal agency and bureau gtate Historic Pre^^erv;,HT, n f f i . . . 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Nationai Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

I I entered in the National Register. 
i I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. Q See continuation sheet, 

n determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 
CH other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Histonc Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Commerce/Trade/specialty store 
Commerce/Trade/office 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Commerce/Trade/off ice 
Commerce/Trade/specialty store 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Mid-19th century/Greek Revival 
Late Victorian/Second Empire 
Late Victorian/Renaissance Revival 
Late-19th and Early-20th century 

American Movements 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

roof _ 
other 

granite 
brick, granite 

unknown 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Temple Place His tor ic D i s t r i c t i s located in the heart of Boston's central 
business d i s t r i c t , immediatly southeast of the Boston Common, between Tremont 
and Washington Streets. The d i s t r i c t includes small scale commercial 
bui ld ings along e i ther side of the one block long s t reet of Temple Place. 
Fourteen bui ldings are included w i th in the one a c r e . d i s t r i c t Although 
several of the bui ld ings have undergone s ign i f i can t modernization to the f i r s t 
f l oo r s to re f ron ts , a l l are compatible in scale and s t y l e , and contr ibute to 
the character of the d i s t r i c t . 

The d i s t r i c t includes fourteen bu i ld ings , of which twelve are con t r ibu t ing . 
A l l fourteen bui ldings were constructed to house commercial concerns. The 
bui ldings range in height from three to six s tor ies and are set d i rec t l y on 
the s t ree t . They are predominantly constructed of masonry--brick, gran i te , 
brownstone and 1imestone--and occupy l o t s which range in size from 1253 square 
feet to 10,958 square fee t . The Temple Place d i s t r i c t has retained to a large 
degree, the scale of a mid-19th-century commercial s t ree t . 

The varied arch i tec tura l character of the Temple Place His tor ic D i s t r i c t may 
be a t t r i bu ted to the fac t that the s t ree t was not struck by the Great Fire of 
1872, thus al lowing several ear ly bu i ld ing types to survive. Two groups of 
Greek Revival bui ld ings are remnants of a period when Temple Place was a 
fashionable res ident ia l enclave. Five Mansard/Second Empire bui ld ings and one 
Renaissance Revival bu i ld ing r e f l e c t a major commercial development period 
which commenced in the 1860s. The remaining s ix bu i ld ings , a l l constructed in 
the f i r s t three decades of the 20th century, embody several bu i ld ing styles 
including Federal Revival , Renaissance Revival and Beaux Arts and r e f l e c t 
early commercial bu i ld ing types such as pier and spandrel and cast i r o n . The 
Temple Place His tor ic D i s t r i c t maintains i t s 19th-century scale and has 
remained re l a t i ve l y unaffected by new development in the l as t f i f t y years. 

The bui ldings of the d i s t r i c t are generally in good condit ion and have been in 
continuous use since t h e i r const ruct ion. Many of the bui ld ings have had some 
minor a l t e ra t i ons , most of ten to the f i r s t f l oo r s to re f ron t . Several 
bui ldings have undergone more severe a l te ra t ions such as the removal of 
decorative molded l i n t e l s , the removal of a bow on the f ron t elevat ion or the 
inser t ion of incompatible windows. Only four bui ld ings have undergone t h i s 
degree of treatment. 

f x l See continuation sheet 
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The structure at 32-42 Temple Place, constructed in 1833, was o r i g i n a l l y a 
Greek Revival housed! The o f f se t curved bow and one adjacent bay of th i s 7-bay 
bui ld ing were part of the house which o r i g i n a l l y had a matching l e f t bow and 
center Doric por t i co . The bu i ld ing has been enlarged using matching brick and 
granite t r i m . The Greek Revival section has a raised granite basement, 
elongated f i r s t f l oo r windows wi tn 6/6/6 sash, and at the second and t h i r d 
levels 6/6 sash. A p l a i n , wide entablature and cornice d is t ingu ish the top of 
the s t ruc ture . A 1933 addi t ion designed by James Purdon resulted in the round 
arch entrance wi th granite t r i m . 

The bui ld ings at 11-15 and 17-19 Temple Place (both ca. 1830-1840) were 
o r i g i na l l y a pair of 3-bay, 4 1/2-story Greek Revival row houses which have 
been remodeled for commercial purposes. The second and t h i r d f loors re ta in 
or ig ina l br ick wa l l s , window fenes t ra t ion , and rectangular stone s i l l s and 
l i n t e l s . Altered fenestrat ion at the four th and f i f t h s tor ies and modernized 
storefronts s i g n i f i c a n t l y change the or ig ina l appearance of th i s bu i ld ing . 

29-35, 37-39, and 43 Temple Place are three substant ia l ly i n tac t gray grani te 
mansard s ty le commercial bui ld ings constructed between 1868 and 1870. 29-35 
Temple Place is a 7-bay, gray g ran i te . Mansard commercial bu i l d ing . The 
second f l oo r has three wide basket-arched windows and one narrower 
semi-c i rcular , 2/2 arched window in the far r i g n t bay (above the or ig ina l 
entrance to the upper f l o o r s ) . Doric half-columns are located between the 
windows. The t h i r d f l oo r is divided in to seven ident ica l 2/2 segmental arched 
windows separated by p i l a s t e r s . A stringcourse sparates the t h i r d and four th 
f loors wi th a central shield and "W" in block l e t t e r s . At the four th s tory , 
2/2 sash windows are capped by a heavy stone modi l l ion cornice and mansard 
roof. Three paired dormer pierce the painted metal mansard l e v e l . The 
s toref ront level has been modernized, and or ig ina l piers removed or obscured. 

37-39 and 43 Temple Place comprise a pair of f i ne l y -de ta i l ed Mansard granite 
commercial bui ld ings wi th ten bays treated as a u n i t . The bu i ld ing at #39 
features a l a te r c lass ical s to re f ron t , while or ig ina l f l u ted cast i ron 
p i las te rs and recessed entrance are found at #41. Windows at the second story 
are semi-c i rcular arched wi th keystones and are separated by Doric ha l f 
columns. Those at the t h i r d level have s t i l t e d segmental heads and at the 
fourth story feature rounded corners. A l l are 1/1 sash. The facade is 
crowned by a heavy grani te modi l l ion block cornice. A shie ld and raised 
l e t t e r "T" are located on the str ingcourse between the t h i r d and four th f loors 
at the l e f t . Five dormers of paired windows break up the s t ra igh t sided 
mansard with painted metal roof . The bu i ld ing at 43 Temple Place retains some 
early i n t e r i o r elements in decorated beams and panels. 

continued 
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The bui ld ing at 21-23 Temple Place, constructed ca. 1865, is a 3-bay, granite 
Mansard conmercial bu i l d ing . The three upper s tor ies have window openings 
graduated in s ize , wi th segmental heads and no enframements or l i n t e l s . Some 
of the or ig ina l 2/2 sash survives, as does a heavy stone modi l l ion cornice and 
sheet copper mansard roof . The f i r s t f l oo r s tore f ront has been modernized. 

Another 3-bay Mansard commercial bu i ld ing constructed between 1865-75, stands 
across the s t reet at 26-28 Temple Place. The bu i ld ing is constructed of brick 
and has been s i g n i f i c a n t l y a l te red . The two story s tore f ront has been 
modernized and elaborate cap molded l i n t e l s have been removed from the upper 
three s to r ies . A pressed metal bracketed cornice and metal sheathed mansard 
top the f i ve story s t ruc ture . 

A t h i r d 3-bay Mansard bu i l d i ng , constructed ca. 1868-70, stands at 
44-46 Temple Place. The second f l oo r has a large semi-c i rcular tympanum from 
what was o r i g i n a l l y a 2-story s tore f ront arch. The t h i r d f l oo r has wide 
t r i p l e show windows which are not o r i g i n a l , and the four th f l oo r features a 
brownstone facade. A metal facade has turned the mansard roof in to a f i f t h 
s tory. 

The bui ld ing at 48-50 Temple Place, i s a four s to ry , 3-bay commercial bu i ld ing 
in the Renaissance Revival s t y l e , b u i l t ca. 1867-1868, which is v i r t u a l l y 
in tac t above the f i r s t f l o o r . The upper f loors feature tnree semi-c i rcular 
arched windows separated by Corinthian 3/4 round columns at the second story 
and by Doric p i las te rs a t the t h i r d and four th f l o o r s . The window heights 
diminish at each successive s tory , and each story is separated by a pronounced 
entablature. A heavy stone, bracket cornice caps the bu i ld ing . 

The remaining bui ld ings in the d i s t r i c t were a l l constructed in the 20th 
century. The 2-bay, grani te Beaux Arts/Classical Revival commercial bu i ld ing 
at 52-56 Temple Place was constructed in 1902. The four story bu i ld ing has a 
modernized s tore f ront wi th a Greek wave band between the f i r s t and second 
s to r ies . The second and t h i r d s tor ies share two wide, two-story semi-circular 
arched windows wi th decorative metal mull ions and spandrel panels between 
s to r ies . At the top f l oo r there are six small rectangular windows, a stone 
dent i l corn ice, and stone parapet. 

The bui ld ing at 45-47 Temple Place i s a 3-bay commercial bu i ld ing wi th I t a l i a n 
Renaissance de ta i I i ng . I t was constructed between 1902-08, and has an i n tac t 
s to re f ron t , one of the few on the s t ree t . The s tore f ront has a recessed 

continued 
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center entrance with original wooden doors, decorative cast iron trim and 
intact marble piers. Elongated second floor windows have capped lintels, and 
the windows diminish in size on the upper stories. The third and fourth floor 
windows have simple surrounds and 1/1 sash. The building is capped by a metal 
modillion cornice and a stone parapet. 

There are two early-20th century pier and spandrel commercial buildings in the 
Temple Place District; the earlier building, at 25-27 Temple Place, was 
constructed in 1907. I t is a 3-bay, five story building with free classical 
decoration. The side piers are stone, the remaining piers and spandrels are 
metal and frame wide plate glass windows. The storefront is relatively 
intact, flanked by torcheres and topped by a lintel accentuated with two 
lions' heads. The segmental arched second floor window has a Greek wave band 
above i t . The third through f i f t h floors have 3 story fluted Corinthian 
colonettes supporting a wide entablature and parapet with cartouche and 
initial "H" in the center. 

The second pier and spandrel building at 49-51 Temple Place was constructed in 
1927. It is four stories high and has one window bay. TFie storefront is 
moderately altered, but the upper floors remain intact. Two continuous brick 
piers flank metal spandrels which distinguish the stories. The windows 
consist of a large plate glass pane flanked by two smaller panes, and topped 
by multi-paned windows separated by a metal transom bar. The fourth floor 
window is arched and accented by alternating brick and stone voissoirs and 
projecting key stone. A metal modillioned cornice, and a brick and stone 
pedimented parapet with center shield top the building. 

The Singer Building at 53-55 Temple Place, built in 1926, is a 3-bay Federal 
Revival commercial building. It is six stories high, and the tallest building 
within the district. I t also has a relatively intact storefront which retains 
two fluted pilasters with tobacco leaf capitals, a stone entablature, and a 
recessed entrance with original wooden pedimented door, which is offset to the 
right. The upper portion of the storefront window feature a leaded glass oval 
medallion motif. The second floor windows are elongated and have an iron 
balcony. There are festoon panels between the second and third floors, and 
6/6 sash at the third through sixth floors. The building is topped by an 
elaborate entablature with pulvinated frieze and a stone balustrade. 

continued 
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Archaeology 

No archaeological survey work has been conducted w i th in the Temple Place 
Histor ic D i s t r i c t , however, the d i s t r i c t ' s archaeological potent ia l may be 
evaluated in a general manner on the basis of secondary h i s to r i ca l sources, 
18th-century maps, and the resu l ts of archaeological surveys in the v i c i n i t y 
of the d i s t r i c t . 

Archaeological resources w i th in the d i s t r i c t may be contained beneath any of 
the bui ldings that lack ce l l a r s and w i th in back l o t s to the fo l lowing 
addresses on Temple Place: 11-19, 25-43, and 44-50. Although i t i s un l i ke ly 
that i n tac t archaeological resources survive w i th in the d i s t r i c t due to 19th-
and 20th-century const ruct ion, even poorly-preserved data may contr ibute to 
our understanding of p reh is tor ic and ear ly colonia l land use in t h i s part of 
Boston. Archaeological data from the Boston Common indicates several thousand 
years of preh is tor ic a c t i v i t y in t h i s area. The Temple Place His tor ic 
D i s t r i c t may contain archaeological data fo r 17th- and 18th-century 
res ident ia l and commercial a c t i v i t y concentrated along present-day Washington 
Street . Archaeological deposits of 19th-century domestic refuse may provide 
information on the material l i f e s t y l e s of prominent Boston residents. 



8. Statement of Signif tcance Temple P l a c e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . B o s t o n . M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally • statewide [ x ] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria F X I A I I B [~X1C I lO 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A ^ C \ Z ] D Q F C H G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 
Commerce 
Community Planning and Development 

Period of Significance 
1830-1938 

Significant Dates 

Cultural Affiliation 

U/A 

Significant Person 

H/A 

Architect/Builder 
N a t h a n i e l J. Bradlee 
Peabody and Stearns 
L i t t l e and Russell 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The fourteen bui ld ings in the Temple Place His tor ic D i s t r i c t embody several 
periods in the evolut ion of what is now Boston's central business d i s t r i c t . 
The e a r l i e s t of these bu i ld ings , Greek Revival row houses constructed in the 
1830s, represent a period when Temple Place was an exclusive res ident ia l 
neighborhood. There are s ix bui ld ings from the 1860s and early 1870s which 
were b u i l t during a major development period that a l tered the character of the 
res ident ia l s t reet to a commercial center. F i n a l l y , there are f i ve bu i ld ings, 
constructed from 1900 to the 1920s which represent a number of 
early-20th-century commercial s t y les . This d i s t r i c t i s s i gn i f i can t in that i t 
preserves the low scale of the 19th-century streetscape which survived 
Boston's Great Fire of 1872, and which has remained r e l a t i v e l y unaffected by 
new development in the l a s t f i f t y years. F ina l l y i t includes the work of 
several important Boston arch i tec ts including Nathaniel J . Bradlee, L i t t l e & 
Russel l , and Peabody & Stearns. The Temple Place His tor ic D i s t r i c t retains 
i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , design, se t t i ng , mater ia ls , workmanship, f ee l i ng , and 
association and meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of His tor ic 
Places and i s s i gn i f i can t at the local l e v e l . 

During the Colonial 
D i s t r i c t was a "rura 
the Common, Back Bay 
and only land route 
town center and over 
area as la te as the 
Tremont and Boylston 
houses and outbu i ld i 

per iod, the area which includes the Temple Place Histor ic 
1 , unsett led patch of country" defined geographically by 
and South Cove. The most important t ransportat ion route 

to the mainland was Washington St reet , which led from the 
the neck to Roxbury. The semi-rural appearance of the 

turn-of- the-19th-century is conveyed in sketches of 
Streets in 1800, which show scattered detached frame 

ngs wi th an occasional br ick Federal Mansion. 

In the f i r s t ha l f of the 19th century. Temple Place was one of the most 
prest ig ious addresses in the c i t y . A study published in 1851, ca l led "The 
Rich Men of Massachusetts," revealed that there were forty-one men in Boston 
worth between $500,000 and one m i l l i o n do l l a rs . These men b u i l t t he i r homes 

f x l See continuation sheet 
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in cer ta in neighborhoods including Beacon H i l l , Pemberton Square, Collonade 
Row and Temple Place. The Perkins family was the most prominent resident of 
Temple Place. Thomas Handasyd Perkins, a wealthy China trade merchant, b u i l t 
an elegant Greek Revival Town House at 32-42 Temple Place. Perkins is also 
known for donating his previous Pearl Street house to the New England Asylum 
for the B l ind , l a t e r renamed the Perkins I ns t i t u t e in his honor. Other 
handsome Greek Revival rowhouses were put up on Temple Place in the 1830s. 
Among prominent c i t i zens who did so was James Savage, h is to r ian and founder of 
the Provident I ns t i t u t e fo r Savings, which was housed in Perkins former Temple 
Place home from 1854. 

Also remaining from the e a r l i e s t development of the s t ree t , though in 
substant ia l ly a l tered form are 11-15 and 17-19 Temple Place. These were 
o r i g i n a l l y two Greek Revival rowhouses, which have suffered major i n t e g r i t y 
losses due to a l te ra t ions for commercial purposes. 

Temple Place, o r i g i n a l l y a dead-end s t ree t , was established in 1708 and was 
given the name Turnagaine A l ley . I t was renamed in 1830 a f te r the Gothic 
Masonic Temple constructed on the corner of Tremont Street , where the former 
R.H. Stearns bu i ld ing now stands. The Masonic Temple was a landmark structure 
for i t s day, and has been heralded for "open(ing) the way for t h i s new Gothic 
invasion." The Masonic Temple was moved to the corner of Tremont and Boylston 
Streets in 1857, and the bu i ld ing became the home of the United States Court 
House. At about that t ime, in the 1860s, Temple Place was opened up to 
Washington Street , and residences were gradually replaced by commercial 
bu i ld ings. 

Six of the bui ld ings on Temple Place date from a period when the 
neighborhood's character was becoming increasingly commercial. The st reet 
gained a reputation as a shopping area fo r lad ies , and almost every shop 
catered to the female t rade. Whit ing's survey of 1877 l i s t s f i ve m i l l i ne ry 
stores, four t a i l o r s , three trimming stores, a shoe s tore , an engraver, an 
upholsterer, and a sewing machine dealer. Tnroughout the 19th and in to the 
mid-20th century, occupants included hosiery and glove dealers, shoe stores, a 
corset company, dye houses, and beauty par lo rs . The Mansard bu i ld ing at 
26-28 Temple Place, constructed ca. 1865-75, is a typ ica l example. In 1877, 
the fo l lowing tenants were l i s t e d : a m i l l i ne ry s tore, a den t i s t , a t a i l o r , a 
dressmaker, o f f i c e s , a window shade dealer and upholsterer, and two t a i l o r s ' 
work rooms. 

continued 
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Several bui ld ings are s i gn i f i can t fo r t he i r associations with important Boston 
archi tects or as uncommon bu i ld ing types which survived the Great Fire of 
1872. The bui ld ings at 29-35, 37-39 and 41-43 Temple Place are important for 
both reasons as they are rare surv iv ing examples of the p re - f i r e work of the 
eminent 19th-century Boston a rch i tec t Nathaniel J . Bradlee. The Boston 
Landmarks Commission's 1980 central business d i s t r i c t preservation study 
considers these bui ld ings to be among the c i t y ' s best examples of 
mid-19th-century mansard commercial a rch i tec ture . 

Arch i tect Nathaniel J . Bradlee (1829-1888) began his arch i tec tura l t ra in ing in 
the o f f i c e of George Dexter and succeeded to Dexter's pract ice a f t e r Dexter's 
death. He was well-known as an a rch i tec t of commercial bu i ld ings , said to 
number at least 500, of which many were destroyed in the Great Fire of 1872. 
The Temple Place Buildings appear to be three of the remaining four extant 
p re - f i r e bui ldings (along wi th 40 Winter S t ree t ) , and are surpr is ing ly 
w e l l - i n t a c t . Among Bradlee's l a t e r works are the Hemenway, Ph i l l i p s and 
Marlboro Bui ld ings, a l l designed wi th his partner Walter T. Winslow. 

In add i t ion , 43 Temple Place has importance as a rare surviv ing example of 
19th-century i n t e r i o r store de ta i l i ng and as the home fo r over a century of 
the Melvin & Badger Pharmacy. 

Another rare surv iv ing p r e - f i r e bu i ld ing stands at 48-50 Temple Place. I t is 
one of a few remaining ear ly granite Renaissance Revival Commercial bui ld ings 
in the central business d i s t r i c t and i s in an excel lent state of 
preservat ion. Al l the de ta i l s above the ground level appear to be or ig ina l 
including most of the sash. 21-23 Temple Place i s also s i gn i f i can t at a 
largely i n tac t example of a p r e - f i r e commercial bu i ld ing in the restrained 
granite t r a d i t i o n . This st ructure housed a shoe s tore , t a i l o r , engraver and 
m i l l i ne ry shop, and contr ibuted to the character of the d i s t r i c t . 

The bu i ld ing at 25-27 Temple Place i s s i gn i f i can t fo r i t s associat ion wi th the 
arch i tectura l f i rm of Peabody and Stearns. Completed in 1907, i t i s a well 
detai led early-20th-century conmercial bu i ld ing notable fo r i t s skeletal frame 
arrangement designed to allow maximum window area and i n t e r i o r l i g h t . The 
f i rm of Peabody and Stearns i s one of the most dist inguished and best known 
arch i tectura l f irms in Boston. Both partners graduated from Harvard 
Univers i ty , and began t he i r associat ion together in 1870. Robert Swain 
Peabody (1845-1917) was large ly responsible for the plan and execution of much 
of the f i rm ' s work, while John Goddard Stearns, J r . (1843-1917) was in charge 

continued 
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of the supervision of building construction. The work of the firm embraced 
nearly every building type including churches, railroad station, office 
buildings, residences, schools and municipal buildings, and some of their most 
renown works include the Custom House Tower, the Exchange Building on State 
Street, the Simmons College Building, and the Hemenway Gymnasium at Harvard. 

Another significant building stands at 53-55 Temple Place, constructed in 
1926, i t is one of the city's best examples of Federal Revival commercial 
architecture. I t is notable for features such as the leaded glass above the 
storefront windows, festoon panels and fine Georgian Revival interior wood 
panelling. This building was constructed as a salesroom for the Singer Sewing 
Machine Company (with offices for Singer and other tenants on upper floors) 
and has remained in it s original use for over f i f t y years. I t was designed by 
the firm of Little and Russell who were predominantly involved in residential 
work, but also designed office buildings at 20 Newbury Street and 380 Boylston 
Street, and were associated with Blackall, Clapp and Whittemore on the Little 
Building at Boylston and Tremont Street in the theatre area. Senior partner, 
J. Lovell Little (1871-1949) studied at M.I.T. and the Ecole des Beaux Arts in 
Paris, and was the president for a time of the Boston Society of Architects. 

In addition, the Temple Place District is significant for being the location 
of several major Boston banks. The best example is at 32-42 Temple Place, 
which was originally the home of Thomas Handasyd Perkins in 1833. In 1854, 
the Provident Institution for Savings moved into this building. They were the 
f i r s t savings bank in the United States to be incorporated and the second to 
open its door for depositors. 

The Beaux Arts building at 52-56 Temple Place, completed in 1902, was the 
f i r s t brancn office of the Old Colony Trust Company, which had its main office 
in the Ames Building. Old Colony was a commercial bank established in 1890 
and advertised in the 1920s as one of the largest trust companies in New 
England. In 1930, Old Colony became affiliated with the First National Bank, 
and the structure has housed a First National branch office since that date. 



9. mtoiOf Bibliographical References Temple Place H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Boston, Massachusetts 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has t>een requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
i m designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

I X| See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
I I State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
[ H Other 
Specify repository: 

Wp'^ri^n ^^ptfrn^rkf Commission 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property . 
Quad- Boston South 

UTM References 
A Llx9j I 3 l 3 i 0 l l i l i 5 l 

one acre 

Zone 

C [li9] 

Easting 

I 3 l 3 i 0 | 

Scale- 1:25000 

4 | 6 | 9 i I I O 1 8 1 O J_Oj_l 
Northing  

| 4 i 6 l 9 i O | 9 i 9 i 5 l 

B L i i l J | 3 | 3 | 0 | 4 | 9 i 0 | | 4 | 6 | 9 | 1 | 0 | 6 | 5 | 
Zone Easting Northing 

D I l i 9 | | 3 | 3 i O | O i 9 i O | | 4 i 6 | 9 i 1 | 0 | 4 | 0 | 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

see assessors map 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

f x ] See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

namertitle Betsy Friertyrp/Nafinfial Rpgigrpr nin^trxf/tMir. r^Tr^^ lf«ww^y/lv^y^o» rr^^^irar. 

organization Massachusetrs H i t t n r i r a l Conmission date Novgmher 1987 
street & number 80 Boyls ton S t roo t telephone 617-727-8470 
city or town Boston state Massachusetts zip code 02116 
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Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The boundary of the Temple Place His tor ic D i s t r i c t includes the substant ia l ly 
i n tac t mid- to- late-19th-century streetscape and excludes the s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
larger scale bui ldings at e i ther end of the d i s t r i c t . The Stearns Bui lding 
(140 Tremont Street , 1908-1909), abuts the western d i s t r i c t boundary on the 
north side of Temple Place and was previously l i s t e d in the National Register, 
as was St. Paul Cathedral (Episcopal) , (136 Tremont Street , 1820). 

The bui ldings which l i ne Washington and Tremont Streets are of a considerably 
larger scale and of l a t e r construct ion periods than the character of Temple 
Place. The bu i ld ing at 141-143 Tremont Street , abutt ing the d i s t r i c t ' s 
western edge on the southern side of Temple Place is a modern, twelve-story, 
cur ta in-wal l o f f i c e bu i ld ing (1969). At the d i s t r i c t boundary's northeasterly 
edge, 70 Temple Place/481 Washington St reet , is a large scale s ix -s tory 
commercial bu i ld ing (1920), given completely new facades in the mid-1980s. On 
the southeasterly end of Temple Place, outside the d i s t r i c t boundary, i s a 
larger scale eleven-story te r ra -co t ta clad department store (1908), which 
relates pr imar i ly to Washington St ree t ' s development rather than that of 
Temple Place. 

While several p r e - f i r e bui ld ings remain outside of the d i s t r i c t boundary along 
West Street , Winter St reet , and Bromfield Street , those streets have suffered 
more extensive loss of i n t e g r i t y than Temple Place. Nominations fo r a number 
of these indiv idual bui ld ings have been i n i t i a t e d (e .g . 20-30 Bromfield 
Street ; Wesleyan Bu i ld ing , 34 Bromfield St reet ; and Lock-Ober's Restaurant, 
1-3 Winter Place). 

Temple Place Historic D i s t r i c t 
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Name 

Perkins House 

TEMPLE PLACE DISTRICT DATA SHEET 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Old Colony Trust Co. 

Singer Bui ld ing 

Date 

ca. 1865-75 
1833 

ca. 1868-70 

ca. 1867-68 

1902 

ca. 1830-40 

ca. 1830-40 

ca. 1865 

1907 

1868-70 

1868-69 

ca. 1902-08 

1927 

1926 

Style 

2nd Empire Mansard 
Greek Revival 

Mansard 

Renaissance 
Revival 

Beaux Arts/ 
Classical Revival 

Altered Greek 
Revival 

Altered Greek 
Revival 

Mansard 

Pier & Spandrel 

Mansard 

Mansard 

Renaissance Revival 
Commercial 

Pier & Spandrel 
Commercial 

Federal Revival 
Commercial 

Resource/Status 

B/C 
B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

B/NC 

B/NC 

B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

NOTE: A l l bui ld ings located on Temple Place 

KEY: B building 
C contributing 
NC....noncontributing 

DISTRICT TOTALS; contributing- 12B 
noncontributing- 2B 

'•AR . 
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• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
n owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: CZI sample 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 

MAR I 4 1988 

Action: ACCEPT 
RETURN. 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

• request • appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

i 

Recom./Critei: 
Reviewer 
Disciplin 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
[ m good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

• unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

• altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
1 ^ clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preiervation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

^ 3 . Other 

^Maps rA-^/^^—^ ^ ^ 0 ^ ^ ^ 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may I be directed to 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



Return: Temple Place H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Please c l a r i f y the count of c o n t r i b u t i n g and noncontributing 
b u i l d i n g s , using the g u i d e l i n e s i n B u l l e t i n 16. The count of 
b u i l d i n g s i s not nec e s s a r i l y the same as the number of c u r r e n t 
tax parc e l s . B u i l d i n g s o r i g i n a l l y constructed as s i n g l e u n i t s 
should each be counted as one even though they are part of the 
same parcel today. 14 parcels are ind i c a t e d on the map, 17 
separate b u i l d i n g s are mentioned in the t e x t , and inventory l i s t s 
12. Please make sure the revised count i s r e f l e c t e d c o n s i s t e n t l y 
in sections 3 and 7, in the inv e n t o r y , and on the sketchmap. 
Also, please code c o n t r i b u t i n g and noncontributing b u i l d i n g s on 
the sketchmap. . . 

« 

' •''4 . * 

? • '• 
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1. Name of Property 
historic name T e m p l e P l a c e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number 1 1 - 5 5 , 2 6 - 5 6 T e m p l e P l a c e 

city, town B o s t o n 

N ] ^ not for publication 

vicinity" 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county S u f f o l k code 025 zip code 02111 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

n n private 

I I public-local - c 

HH public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

I I building(s) 

f x ] district 

• site 

I I structure 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

13 

-tr 

Noncontributing 

2 buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

^ Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

UlA 
Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register n 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In rriy opinion, the groperty meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official 
E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r , M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n ; 

State or Federal agency and bureau S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

H entered in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet, 

undetermined eligible for the National 

Register. [ • See continuation sheet. 

Q determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
n other, (explain:) 

/^^viy SZ^^CJL -7/2. c/f)r 

signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use Temple Place Historic D i s t r i c t , Boston, Massacnusetts 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Commerce/Trade/specialty store 
Commerce/Trade/office 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
C o m m e r c e / T r a d e / o f f i c e 
Commerce/Trade/specialty store 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 
Mid-19th century/Greek Revival 
Late Victorian/Second Empire 
Late Victorian/Renaissance Revival 
Late-19th and Early-20th century 

American Movements 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation e r a n i t e 

walls brick, granite 

roof _ 
other 

unknown 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Temple Place Historic D is t r ic t is located in the heart of Boston's central 
business d i s t r i c t , immediatly southeast of the Boston Common, between Tremont 
and Washington Streets. The d i s t r i c t includes small scale commercial 
buildings along either side of the one block long street of Temple Place. 
Fifteen buildings are included within the one acre d i s t r i c t Although several 
of the buildings have undergone signif icant modernization to the f i r s t f loor 
storefronts, a l l are compatible in scale and style, and contribute to the 
character of the d i s t r i c t . 

The d i s t r i c t includes f i f teen buildings, of which thirteen are contributing. 
All f i f teen buildings were constructed to house commercial concerns. The 
buildings range in height from three to six stories and are set direct ly on 
the street. They are predominantly constructed of masonry--brick, granite, 
brownstone and 1imestone--and occupy lots which range in size from 1253 square 
feet to 10,958 square feet. The Temple Place d i s t r i c t has retained to a large 
degree, the scale of a mid-19th-century commercial street. 

The varied architectural character of the Temple Place Historic Dis t r ic t may 
be attr ibuted to the fact that the street was not struck by the Great Fire of 
1872, thus allowing several early building types to survive. Two groups of 
Greek Revival buildings are remnants of a period when Temple Place was a 
fashionable residential enclave. Six Mansard/Second Empire buildings and one 
Renaissance Revival building ref lect a major commercial development period 
which commenced in the 1860s. The remaining six buildings, a l l constructed in 
the f i r s t three decades of the 20th century, embody several building styles 
including Federal Revival, Renaissance Revival and Beaux Arts and ref lect 
early commercial building types such as pier and spandrel and cast i ron. The 
Temple Place Historic D is t r ic t maintains i t s 19th-century scale and has 
remained relat ively unaffected by new development in the last f i f t y years. 

The buildings of the d i s t r i c t are generally in good condition and have been in 
continuous use since their construction. Many of the buildings have had some 
minor alterat ions, most often to the f i r s t f loor storefront. Several 
buildings have undergone more severe alterations such as the removal of 
decorative molded l i n t e l s , the removal of a bow on the front elevation or the 
insertion of incompatible windows. Only four buildings have undergone this 
degree of treatment. 

1x1 See continuation sheet 
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The structure at 32-42 Temple Place, constructed in 1833, was original ly a 
Greek Revival house"! The offset curved bow and one adjacent bay of this 7-bay 
building were part of the house which or ig inal ly had a matching l e f t bow and 
center Doric portico. The building has been enlarged using matching brick and 
granite t r im. The Greek Revival section has a raised granite basement, 
elongated f i r s t f loor windows with 6/6/6 sash, and at the second and th i rd 
levels 6/6 sash. A pla in, wide entablature and cornice distinguish the top of 
the structure. A 1933 addition designed by James Purdon resulted in the round 
arch entrance with granite t r im. 

The buildings at 11-15 and 17-19 Temple Place (both ca. 1830-1840) were 
original ly a pair of 3-bay, 4 1/2-story Greek Revival row houses which have 
been remodeled for commercial purposes. The second and third floors retain 
original brick walls, window fenestration, and rectangular stone s i l l s and 
l i n te l s . Altered fenestration at the fourth and f i f t h stories and modernized 
storefronts signif icant ly change the original appearance of this building. 

29-35. 37-39, and 43 Temple Place are three substantially intact gray granite 
mansard style coinmercial buildings constructed between 1868 and 1870. 29-35 
Temple Place is a 7-bay, gray granite. Mansard commercial building. The 
second floor has three wide basket-arched windows and one narrower 
semi-circular, 2/2 arched window in the far r ight bay (above the original 
entrance to the upper f loors) . Doric half-columns are located between the 
windows. The third f loor is divided into seven identical 2/2 segmental arched 
windows separated by pi lasters. A stringcourse sparates the th i rd and fourth 
floors with a central shield and "W" in block le t ters . At the fourth story, 
2/2 sash windows are capped by a heavy stone modillion cornice and mansard 
roof. Three paired dormer pierce the painted metal mansard level . The 
storefront level has been modernized, and original piers removed or obscured. 

37-39 and 43 Temple Place comprise a pair of f inely-detai led Mansard granite 
commercial buildings with ten bays treated as a uni t . The building at #37-39 
features a later classical storefront, while original f luted cast iron 
pilasters and recessed entrance are found at #41-43. Windows at the second 
story are semi-circular arched with keystones and are separated by Doric half 
columns. Those at the th i rd level have s t i l ted segmental heads and at the 
fourth story feature rounded corners. All are 1/1 sash. The facade is 
crowned by a heavy granite modillion block cornice. A shield and raised 
le t ter "T" are located on the stringcourse between the third and fourth floors 
at the l e f t . Five dormers of paired windows break up the straight sided 
mansard with painted metal roof. The building at 41-43 Temple Place retains 
some early inter ior elements in decorated beams and panels. 

continued 
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The bui ld ing at 21-23 Temple Place, constructed ca. 1865, i s a 3-bay, granite 
Mansard commercial bu i l d ing . The three upper stor ies have window openings 
graduated in s ize , with segmental heads and no enframements or l i n t e l s . Some 
of the or ig ina l 2/2 sash survives, as does a heavy stone modi l l ion cornice and 
sheet copper mansard roof . The f i r s t f l oo r s tore f ront has been modernized. 

Another 3-bay Mansard commercial bu i ld ing constructed between 1865-75, stands 
across the s t reet a t 26-28 Temple PI ace. The bui ld ing i s constructed of br ick 
and has been s i g n i f i c a n t l y a l te red . TFTe two story s tore f ront has been 
modernized and elaborate cap molded l i n t e l s have been removed from the upper 
three s to r i es . A pressed metal bracketed cornice and metal sheathed mansard 
top the f i ve story s t ruc ture . 

A t h i r d 3-bay Mansard bu i ld ing , constructed ca. 1868-70, stands at 
44-46 Temple Place. The second f l oo r has a large semi-circular tympanum from 
what was o r i g i n a l l y a 2-story s tore f ront arch. The t h i r d f l oo r has wide 
t r i p l e show windows which are not o r i g i n a l , and the four th f l oo r features a 
brownstone facade. A metal facade has turned the mansard roof in to a f i f t h 
s tory. 

The bui ld ing at 48-50 Temple Place, is a four s to ry , 3-bay commercial bui ld ing 
in the Renaissance Revival s t y l e , b u i l t ca. 1867-1868, which is v i r t u a l l y 
i n tac t above the f i r s t f l o o r . The upper f loors feature three semi-circular 
arched windows separated by Corinthian 3/4 round columns at the second story 
and by Doric p i las ters at the t h i r d and fourth f l o o r s . The window heights 
diminish at each successive s tory , and each story is separated by a pronounced 
entablature. A heavy stone, bracket cornice caps the bu i l d ing . 

The remaining bui ld ings in the d i s t r i c t were a l l constructed in the 20th 
century. The 2-bay, granite Beaux Arts/Classical Revival commercial bui ld ing 
at 52-56 Temple Place was constructed in 1902. The four story bu i ld ing has a 
modernized s tore f ront with a Greek wave band between the f i r s t and second 
s to r ies . The second and t h i r d s tor ies share two wide, two-story semi-c i rcular 
arched windows with decorative metal mull ions and spandrel panels between 
s to r ies . At the top f l oo r there are six small rectangular windows, a stone 
dent i l cornice, and stone parapet. 

The bui ld ing at 45-47 Teiriple Place i s a 3-bay commercial bui ld ing with I t a l i a n 
Renaissance d e t a i l i n g . I t was constructed between 1902-08, and has an in tac t 
s to re f ron t , one of the few on the s t ree t . The s tore f ront has a recessed 

continued 
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center entrance with original wooden doors, decorative cast iron trim and 
intact marble piers. Elongated second f loor windows have capped l i n t e l s , and 
the windows diminish in size on the upper stories. The th i rd and fourth f loor 
windows have simple surrounds and 1/1 sash. The building is capped by a metal 
modillion cornice and a stone parapet. 

There are two early-20th century pier and spandrel commercial buildings in the 
Temple Place D is t r i c t ; the earl ier building, at 25-27 Temple Place, was 
constructed in 1907. I t is a 3-bay, f ive story building with free classical 
decoration. The side piers are stone, the remaining piers and spandrels are 
metal and frame wide plate glass windows. The storefront is relat ively 
intact , flanked by torcheres and topped by a l in te l accentuated with two 
l ions' heads. The segmental arched second f loor window has a Greek wave band 
above i t . The th i rd through f i f t h floors have 3 story fluted Corinthian 
colonettes supporting a wide entablature and parapet with cartouche and 
i n i t i a l "H" in the center. 

The second pier and spandrel building at 49-51 Temple Place was constructed in 
1927. I t is four stories high and has one window bay. THe storefront is 
moderately altered, but the upper floors remain intact . Two continuous brick 
piers flank metal spandrels which distinguish the stories. The windows 
consist of a large plate glass pane flanked by two smaller panes, and topped 
by multi-paned windows separated by a metal transom bar. The fourth f loor 
window is arched and accented by alternating brick and stone voissoirs and 
projecting key stone. A metal modillioned cornice, and a brick and stone 
pedimented parapet with center shield top the building. 

The Singer Building at 53-55 Temple Place, bu i l t in 1926, is a 3-bay Federal 
Revival commercial building. I t is six stories high, and the ta l les t building 
within the d i s t r i c t . I t also has a relat ively intact storefront which retains 
two fluted pilasters with tobacco leaf capitals, a stone entablature, and a 
recessed entrance with original wooden pedimented door, which is offset to the 
r ight . The upper portion of the storefront window feature a leaded glass oval 
medallion motif. The second f loor windows are elongated and have an iron 
balcony. There are festoon panels between the second and th i rd f loors, and 
6/6 sash at the th i rd through sixth f loors. The building is topped by an 
elaborate entablature with pulvinated frieze and a stone balustrade. 

continued 
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Archaeology 

No archaeological survey work has been conducted within the Temple Place 
Historic D is t r i c t , however, the d i s t r i c t ' s archaeological potential may be 
evaluated in a general manner on the basis of secondary historical sources, 
18th-century maps, and the results of archaeological surveys in the v ic in i ty • 
of the d i s t r i c t . 

Archaeological resources within the d i s t r i c t may be contained beneath any of 
the buildings that lack cellars and within back lots to the following 
addresses on Temple Place: 11-19, 25-43, and 44-50. Although i t is unlikely 
that intact archaeological resources survive within the d i s t r i c t due to 19th-
and 20th-century construction, even poorly-preserved data may contribute to 
our understanding of prehistoric and early colonial land use in this part of 
Boston. Archaeological data from the Boston Common indicates several thousand 
years of prehistoric act iv i ty in this area. The Temple Place Historic 
Dis t r ic t may contain archaeological data for 17th- and 18th-century 
residential and commercial act iv i ty concentrated along present-day Washington 
Street. Archaeological deposits of 19th-century domestic refuse may provide 
information on the material l i festy les of prominent Boston residents. 



8. S t a t e m e n t o f S i g n i f i c a n c e T e m p l e P l a c e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . B o s t o n . M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

nationally I I statewide Q locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X | A E H B Q C E U D ^.«<». - * , 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) C H A Q C • £ C 2 F .. 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 1 8 ^ 0 - 1 9 ^ 8 

Commerce 
Community Planning and Development 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 

Nathaniel—X.—Rradl ee 
Peahody and Stearns 
L i t t l e and Russell 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The f i f teen buildings in the Temple Place Historic D is t r ic t embody several 
periods in the evolution of what is now Boston's central business d i s t r i c t . 
The earl iest of these buildings, Greek Revival row houses constructed in the 
1830s, represent a period when Temple Place was an exclusive residential 
neighborhood. There are seven buildings from the 1860s and early 1870s which 
were bu i l t during a major development period that altered the character of the 
residential street to a commercial center. Final ly, there are f ive buildings, 
constructed from 1900 to the 1920s which represent a number of 
early-20th-century commercial styles. This d i s t r i c t is signif icant in that i t 
preserves the low scale of the 19th-century streetscape which survived 
Boston's Great Fire of 1872, and which has remained relat ively unaffected by 
new development in the last f i f t y years. Finally i t includes the work of 
several important Boston architects including Nathaniel J . Bradlee, L i t t l e & 
Russell, and Peabody & Stearns. The Temple Place Historic Dis t r ic t retains 
integri ty of location, design, sett ing, materials, workmanship, feel ing, and 
association and meets c r i te r ia A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places and is signif icant at the local level . • " 

During the Colonial period, the area which includes the Temple Place Historic 
Dis t r ic t was a " ru ra l , unsettled patch of country" defined geographically by 
the Common, Back Bay and South Cove. The most important transportation route 
and only land route to the mainland was Washington Street, which led from the 
town center and over the neck to Roxbury. The semi-rural appearance of the 
area as late as the turn-of-the-19th-century is conveyed in sketches of 
Tremont and Boylston Streets in 1800, which show scattered detached frame .-
houses and outbuildings with an occasional brick Federal Mansion. 

In the f i r s t half of the 19th century. Temple Place was one of the most 
prestigious addresses in the c i t y . A study published in 1851, called "The 
Rich Men of Massachusetts," revealed that there were forty-one men in Boston 
worth between $500,000 and one mi l l ion dol lars. These men bu i l t their homes 

py] See continuation sheet 



9. Major BibHographical References temple f i a c e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , nos ton , Massachusetts 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
dH previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
1 I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

n n See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
I I State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
E Other 
Specify repository: 

Boston Landmarks Commission 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property nne arr-p 

Quad- Boston South  
UTM References  
A I l l 9l I -̂ 1 nl 11 11 sl 

Zone 

[1^ 
Easting 
| 3 | 3 Ol 1 4 5| 

Scale 1:25000 

I 4i 61 qi 11 01 81 o l 
Northing 

L \ i lWA£J 

B L L ^ I 3| 3, 0| 4. 9, 0| I 4, 6| 9, 1| 0, 6, 5| 
Zone Easting Northing  

D U J _ 9 J | 3 | 3 , 0 | 0, 9, 0| I 4, 6| 9, 1| 0, 4, 0| 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

See assessors map. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Betsy F r i e d b e r g / N a t i o n a l ReRister Director/MHC w i t h Tarnl Rt.Tir,»Hy/Hr.r ^»r, r nr,H,n,iH^o 
organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
street & number ^0 Boy l s ton S t r ee t 
city or town 

date November 1987 Commission 

Boston 
telephone 617-727-8<' i70 
state Massachusetts— ziP code 02116 
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in cer ta in neighborhoods including Beacon H i l l , Pemberton Square, Collonade 
Row and Temple Place. The Perkins family was the most prominent resident of 
Temple Place. Thomas Handasyd Perkins, a wealthy China trade merchant, b u i l t 
an elegant Greek Revival Town House at 32-42 Temple Place. Perkins is also 
known for donating his previous Pearl Street house to the New England Asylum 
fo r the B l ind , l a te r renamed the Perkins I ns t i t u t e in his honor. Other 
handsome Greek Revival rowhouses were put up on Temple Place in the 1830s. 
Among prominent c i t i zens who did so was James Savage, h is to r ian and founder of 
the Provident I n s t i t u t e for Savings, which was housed in Perkins former Temple 
Place home from 1854. 

Also remaining from the ea r l i e s t development of the s t ree t , though in 
substant ia l ly a l tered form are 11-15 and 17-19 Temple Place. These were 
o r i g i n a l l y two Greek Revival rowhouses, which have suffered major i n t e g r i t y 
losses due to a l te ra t ions for commercial purposes. 

Temple Place, o r i g i n a l l y a dead-end s t ree t , was established in 1708 and was 
given the name Turnagaine A l ley . I t was renamed in 1830 a f te r the Gothic 
Masonic Temple constructed on the corner of Tremont Street , where the former 
R.H. Stearns bu i ld ing now stands. The Masonic Temple was a landmark structure 
for i t s day, and has been heralded for "open(ing) the way for th i s new Gothic 
invasion." The Masonic Temple was moved to the corner of Tremont and Boylston 
Streets in 1857, and the bui ld ing became the home of the United States Court 
House. At about that t ime, in the 1860s, Temple Place was opened up to 
Washington St reet , and residences were gradually replaced by commercial 
bu i ld ings. j 

Six of the bui ldings on Temple Place date from a period when the 
neighborhood's character was becoming increasingly commercial. The s t reet 
gained a reputat ion as a shopping area for lad ies , and almost every shop 
catered to the female t rade. Whit ing's survey of 1877 l i s t s f i ve m i l l i ne ry 
stores, four t a i l o r s , three trimming stores, a shoe s tore, an engraver, an 
upholsterer, and a sewing machine dealer. Throughout the 19th and in to the 
mid-20th century, occupants included hosiery and glove dealers, shoe stores, a 
corset company, dye houses, and beauty par lo rs . The Mansard bui ld ing at 
26-28 Temple Place, constructed ca. 1865-75, is a typ ica l example. In 1877, 
the fo l lowing tenants were l i s t e d : a m i l l i ne r y s tore, a den t i s t , a t a i l o r , a 
dressmaker, o f f i c e s , a window shade dealer and upholsterer, and two t a i l o r s ' 
work rooms. 

- ."̂  
continued 
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Several buildings are signif icant for their associations with important Boston 
architects or as uncommon building types which survived the Great Fire of 
1872. The buildings at 29-35, 37-39 and 41-43 Temple Place are important for 
both reasons as they are rare surviving examples of the pre-f i re work of the 
eminent 19th-century Boston architect Nathaniel J . Bradlee. The Boston 
Landmarks Commission's 1980 central business d i s t r i c t preservation study 
considers these buildings to be among the c i t y ' s best examples of 
mid-19th-century mansard commercial architecture. 

Architect Nathaniel J . Bradlee (1829-1888) began his architectural training in 
the off ice of George Dexter and succeeded to Dexter's practice after Dexter's 
death. He was well-known as an architect of commercial buildings, said to 
number at least 500, of which many were destroyed in the Great Fire of 1872. 
The Temple Place Buildings appear to be three of the remaining four extant 
pre-f ire buildings (along with 40 Winter Street), and are surprisingly 
wel l - intact . Among Bradlee's later works are the Hemenway, Phi l l ips and 
Marlboro Buildings, a l l designed with his partner Walter T. Winslow. 

In addition, 41-43 Temple Place has importance as a rare surviving example of 
19th-century inter ior store detail ing and as the home for over a century of 
the Melvin & Badger Pharmacy. > 

Another rare surviving pre-f i re building stands at 48-50 Temple Place. I t is 
one of a few remaining early granite Renaissance Revival Commercial buildings 
in the central business d i s t r i c t and is in an excellent state of 
preservation. All the details above the ground level appear to be original 
including most of the sash. 21-23 Temple Place is also signif icant at a 
largely intact example of a pre-f i re commercial building in the restrained 
granite t rad i t ion. This structure housed a shoe store, t a i l o r , engraver and 
mil l inery shop, and contributed to the character of the d i s t r i c t . 

The building at 25-27 Temple Place is signif icant for i t s association with the 
architectural f irm of Peabody and Stearns. Completed in 1907, i t is a well 
detailed early-20th-century commercial building notable for i t s skeletal frame 
arrangement designed to allow maximum window area and inter ior l i gh t . The 
firm of Peabody and Stearns is one of the most distinguished and best known 
architectural firms in Boston. Both partners graduated from Harvard 
University, and began their association together in 1870. Robert Swain 
Peabody (1845-1917) was largely responsible for the plan and execution of much 
of the f irm's work, while John Goddard Stearns, Jr . (1843-1917) was in charge 

continued 
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of the supervision of building construction. The work of the firm embraced 
nearly every building type including churches, railroad station, office 
buildings, residences, schools and municipal buildings, and some of their most 
renown works include the Custom House Tower, the Exchange Building on State 
Street, the Simmons College Building, and the Hemenway Gymnasium at Harvard. 

Another significant building stands at 53-55 Temple Place, constructed in 
1926, i t is one of the city's best examples of Federal Revival commercial 
architecture. I t is notable for features such as the leaded glass above the 
storefront windows, festoon panels and fine Georgian Revival interior wood 
panelling. This building was constructed as a salesroom for the Singer Sewing 
Machine Company (with offices for Singer and other tenants on upper floors) 
and has remained in its original use for over fi f t y years. I t was designed by 
the firm of Little and Russell who were predominantly involved in residential 
work, but also designed office buildings at 20 Newbury Street and 380 Boylston 
Street, and were associated with Blackall, Clapp and Whittemore on the Little 
Building at Boylston and Tremont Street in the theatre area. Senior partner, 
J. Lovell Little (1871-1949) studied at M.I.T. and the Ecole des Beaux Arts in 
Paris, and was the president for a time of the Boston Society of Architects. 

In addition, the Temple Place District is significant for being the location 
of several major Boston banks. The best example is at 32-42 Temple PI ace, 
which was originally the home of Thomas Handasyd Perkins in 1833. In 1854, 
the Provident Institution for Savings moved into this building. They were the 
first savings bank in the United States to be incorporated and the second to 
open its door for depositors. 

The Beaux Arts building at 52-56 Temple Place, completed in 1902, was the 
first branch office of the Old Colony Trust Company, which had its main office 
in the Ames Building. Old Colony was a commercial bank established in 1890 
and advertised in the 1920s as one of the largest trust companies in New 
England. In 1930, Old Colony became affiliated with the First National Bank, 
and the structure has housed a First National branch office since that date. 
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Street # 

26-28 

32-42 

44- 46 

48- 50 

52-58 

11-15 

17-19 

21-23 

25-27 

29-35 

37-43 

45- 47 

49- 51 

55 
55-un i t - l 
55-unit-2 
55-unit-3 
55-unit-4 
55-unit-B 

TEMPLE PLACE DISTRICT: LIST OF OWNERS 
bui ldings are located on Temple Place 

Owner Name 

Cathedral Church St Paul 

Provident Institution 
for Savings 

Boston Redevelopment 
Authority 

Stoddard Realty Inc. 

Moore, Harvey B. TRSTS 

Cohen, Jeffrey L TRSTS 
c/o Jeffrey L. Cohen 

Cohen, Jeffrey L. TRSTS 
c/o Jeffrey L. Cohen 

Levin, Henry H TRSTS 

Levin, Henry H. TRSTS ' 

Levin, Henry H. TRSTS. 

Levin, Maynard H. TRSTS 

New Eng Board of Higher 
Education 

Mailing Address 

28 Temple PI Boston, MA 02108 

42 Temple PL Boston, MA 02108 

46 Temple PL Boston, MA 02111 

50 Temple PL Boston, MA 02108 

52 Temple PL Boston, MA 02111 

1 Milk St. Boston, MA 02109 

1 Milk St. Boston, MA 02109 

99 Chauncy St. 
Boston, MA 02112 

99 Chauncy St. 
Boston, MA 02112 

99 Chauncy St. 
Boston, MA 02112 

37 Temple PI. 
Boston, MA 02111 

47 Tempie PI. 
Boston, MA 02111 

Holmes, Robert W., Jr. TS 51 Temple PL Boston, MA 02111 

Fifty 5 Temple Place Assn 
Temple PL Management Corp. 
Randall, Alexander V TRSTS 
Fisher, Douglas S., Et Al. 
Novak, Borisa 
Temple PL Management Corp. 

55 Temple PL Boston, MA 02111 
55 Temple PL Boston, MA 02111 
55 Temple PL Boston, MA 02111 
55 Temple PL Boston, MA 02111 
55 Temple PL Boston, MA 02111 
55 Temple PL Boston, MA 02111 
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55-unit-5s Temple PL Management Corp. 55 Temple PL Boston, MA 02111 
55-unit-5 Passalacqua, Richard M Etal 55 Temple PL Boston, MA 02111 
55-unit-6 Happeny, Barbara T. TRST 55 Temple PL Boston, MA 02111 
55-unit-7 Temple PL Management Corp. 55 Temple PL Boston, MA 02111 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 

The d i s t r i c t boundary includes a l l of the fo l lowing Boston Assessors' 
parcels, in Ward 03: 4790, 4789, 4788, 4787, 4786, 4801, 4802, 4803, 4804, 
4805, 4806, 4807, 4808, 4809. 

The acreage i s j u s t over one acre. 

t > 



Map# Street # 

1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

A 

B 

6 

7"-

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

26-28 
32-42 

44- 46 

48- 50 

52- 56 

11-15 

17-19 

21-23 

25-27 

29-35 

37-39 

41 -43 

45- 47 

49- 51 

53- 55 

Name 

Perkins House 

TEMPLE PLACE DISTRICT DATA SHEET 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Old Colony Trust Co. 

Singer Bui ld ing 

Date 

ca. 1865-75 
1833 

ca. 1868-70 

ca. 1867-68 

1902 

ca. 1830-40 

ca. 1830-40 

ca. 1865 

1907 

1868-70 

1868-69 

1868-69 

ca. 1902-08 

1927 

1926 

Style 

2nd Empire Mansard 
Greek Revival 

Mansard 

Renaissance 
Revival 

Beaux Arts/ 
Classical Revival 

Altered Greek 
Revival 

Altered Greek 
Revival 

Mansard 

Pier & Spandrel 

Mansard 

Mansard 

Mansard 

Renaissance Revival 
Commercial 

Pier & Spandrel 
Commercial 

Federal Revival 
Commercial 

Resource/Status 

B/C 
B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

B/NC 

B/NC 

B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

B/C 

NOTE: A l l bui ld ings located on Temple Place 



TEMPLE PLACE (BOSTOK) HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Scale: 1" - 100' 
Source: Boston Redevelopment Authorxry 

Maps, 2AK-12E and 2.1-12E 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

RESUBMISSION 

Temple Place Historic D i s t r i c t 
Suffolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
n owner objection 
mi appeal 

Working No. _ 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: 
Action: 

7M V^' 4/ VV -t6 t r ^ ^CEPT ' ! 
RETURN. 
REJECT _ 

Substantive Review: • sample • request Q appeal 

Federal Agency 

[0m NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

Recom./Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

Q good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check ona 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
d ! completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
• boundary selection . - . , , 

Cheek one 
• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
CH Other 

Questions conceming this nomination may.be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 















Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Temple Place Historic District Suffolk County, 88000427 

Massachusetts 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

X Photographs (missing #2 from second set) 

USGSMap 







The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

March 7, 1988 

Carol Shull 
National Register of His tor ic Places 
Department of the In te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

Enclosed you will find the nomination forms for the following properties:  

Districts 

Boston, Temple Place Historic District  

Milton, Milton Centre Historic District  

Sterling, Sterling Center Historic District  

Wellesley, Hunnewell Estates Historic District  

Weston, Wellington Farm Historic District  

Individual properties 

Boston, Dorchester Lower Mills Branch Library, 1110 Washington Street 

Oxford, Huguenot Fort, Fort Hill Road 

Worcester (Worcester MRA), Aurora Hotel, 652-660 Main Street 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 



They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to date. 
We request the expedited review of the Hunnewell Estates Historic District, 
Wel lesley. 

Sincerely, 

BF/es 

Enclosure 

Betsy Friedberg \ J 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 



June 3, 1988 

?1s. Caro?. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
Ifetional Park Service 
Department of Interior 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington. DC 20013-7127 

Deal- ?1s. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the revised nomination forms for the follov/ing 
properties, which were retumed by your office for technical and substantive 
corrections: 

Becket, North Becket Historic D i s t r i c t , lutein, High, and Pleasant Streets 
(please note tliat photographs do reflect current condition of buildings within 
the d i s t r i c t ) 

Boston (Charlestown), Francis B. Austin House. 58 High Street (HPCA #10350̂ !A) 

Boston, Temple Place Historic D i s t r i c t , 11--55.. 26-56 Temple Place 

Cambridge (?1RA amendment), Harvard Square Historic Di s t r i c t (Boundary Increase) 

Chicopee, Thomas C. Page House, 105 East Street 

Peabody, First Unitarian Church, 7 Park Street (HPCA #10410MA) 

A l l corrections have been made, as requested. Please contact me i f you have 
any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Betsi"- Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission jy j ^ I ̂  |Qgg 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


