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1. Name nf Property
iilstorlc name. lyiiiton Cemetery

other names/site number.

2- Location

Street & number 211 Centre Street na not for publication
city or town Milton na vicinity
state  Massachusetts .cocle_JVIA_ county Norfolk .code_Q21 .zip code 02186

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this &*omination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Hist9ric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
* meets *+ does not meet theWational Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

[lationally « statewide Blocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additionaLcomments.)

YAJdpidil) 1A XA INCMAITEY Y
Iry*~nature ofjcertifying official/Title Caral Meetz. State Historic Preservation Officer Date
\ Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets »+ does not meet the National Register criteria (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

I, hejeby certify that this property is:
| entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
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» See continuation sheet.
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National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain);



Milton Cemetery
Name of Property

5. Classificatinn
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
jipublic-local _ district
_ public-State jhsite
_ public-Federal _ structure

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing )

na

6. Function nr Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNFRARY- cemetery

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
Late Victorian: Queen Anne (supt's. house)

Mid 19 Century: Gothic Revival (rec'ing. Tomb)

20™ Century Revival: Colonial Revival (cem. Bldg.

Narrative Description

Norfolk MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
a 1 .building
JL sites
structures
J5 objects
A2. Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

JL

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY cemetery

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation

walls wood

roof.

other slate, granite, iron, marble

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets,;
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Milton Cemeaery is a 102.13-acre tract of rolling terrain, located in aresdentia section of
the town & the intersection of Centre Strest and Randolph Avenue. The main campus of Milton
Academy, a private preparaiory school, is located diagondly aoross the intersection. The
property is bordered by three town-owned dreets, on the north by Centre Strest and Brook Roed
ad on the west by Gun Hill Stregt, and dso on the west by a date-owned dreet, Randolph
Avenue. A wooded lot owned by Milton Academy dso definesthe western boundary. Along its
eastem and southern boundaries, the cemetery abuts 20th century single-family developments.
The Milton Cemetery conssts of two parts. the burial ground and the adjoining parcd with the
superintendent's residence/office. The irregular shepe of the 101.6-acre buria ground with
approximately 9000 gravedones is reflective of its devdopment over a 330-year period,
beginning in 1672. The buria ground is composad of 3 distinct parts: the Old Burid Ground
(1672-1854), laid out on a linear pattern established in colonia times; the New Cametery (1854-
1945), desgned according to the aesthetic principles of the "rura” cemetery movement; and the
Modern Cametery (1945-present). A portion of this latter part, the Ladd Section, is consdered
noncontributory because it was added to the cametery in 1962. There are three entrances to the
cemeay: Centre Street-Centennid Avenue, the main entrance; Centre Street-Willow Avenue;
ad Gun Hill Road-Centennid Avenue. The Queaen Arme superintendenfs house/office (1889)
ad dable (1889) is located on a .53-acre parcd of land adjoining the buria grounds a the
Willow Avenue entrance.

The Old Burial Ground: 1672-1854

The Old Buria Ground (MAP #slA-E; MHC #800; Photogrgph sl, 2) isa3-acre rectangular
tract of gentle undulating land located a the front (northern) end of the cemetery facing Centre
Street. Itiscomposed of the original burial ground, the 1672, .25-acre Resdmen Section (MAP
#1 A; Photograph #1) and four enlargements  the ca. 1729, .07-acre Ministerial Tomb Section
(MAP #1B) tothe eedt; the 1760, .725-acre Foye Section (MAP #1C) to the south and west; the
174, <75-acre How-Vose Section (MAP #1D) to the south and eedt; and the 1837. 1.25-acre
First Amory Section (MAP #1E; Photogrgph #2) to the west. On saverd town mgpsthe original
burial ground with the first three enlargements isreferred to as the "Old, Old Burial Grounds'

ax the fourth enlargement asthe "Old Burial Grounds." Four of the sections were named for the
men who deaded the land to thetown. The areaiis enclosed dong Centre Street by a granite

(continued)
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block gonewall (MAP #16; MHC #963). Access to the Old Burial Ground from Centre Stret is
through acut granite, dua entrance inthe gonewall, asmall opening for pededrians and alarger
onefor cats. The latter isdosed off by 19th century iron gates (MAP #28; MHC #975). The
wall datesto 1869 when it was rebuilt. The gatesdateto 1837 when iron gatesare first
mentioned in the town reports or to the 1869 sone reconstruction.

The linear pattem of the interior of the grounds is defined by the straight lines of both the paths,
once covered with gravel and now grassed over, and the arangement of the gravestones Walnut
Avenue dating to 1794 bisects the grounds from north to south, dividing the 17th/18th centuries
sections from the 19th century First Amory Section. Nangpashemet Avenue runs aong the reer
of the Old Buria Ground, an unnamed pardld path a the front dong the Centre Street gone
wall and another unnamed path connects the two dong Willow Avenue. The ladt three paths

dateto 1846. Wanut and Nangpashemet Avenues are marked with 1892 decorative cadt iron
dreet Sgns.

The ca 600 gravestones, which are in poor to good condition, docuinent the evolution of the desgn ad
materid of this type of marker from the 1687 Christopher Wadsworth sone, the earliest heedgonein the
cemeey, to the mid-19th century. The 17th, 18th. and early 19th centuries date gravestones of the
Readman, Foye. and How/V ose Sections display an evolving iconography from the earliest grim death
heeds through the enlightened winged cherubs and portraits to the willow and urn that continued to the
mid-19th century. Of note are the date sonesdesigned by four known carvers. The shoulder arched
donesof Christopher Wadsworth (d. 1687) (MAP #18; MHC #965; Photogrgph #17), Thomas Rawlings
(d. 1693) (MAP #19; MHC #966), Mary Wyat (d. 1705) (MAP #20; MHC #967) and Thomas Voee (d.
1708) (MAP #21; MHC #968) are attributed to William Mumford (ca 1640-1718) bes=d on their
digtinctive style characterigtics. capitd lettering, adeath heed with round hollow eyes, teeth squardly
mesting and a nose mede of two triangles, one indde the other. The desth head carvings on the shoulder
ached gones of Josgph Sumner (d. 1731) (MAP #22; MHC #969) and George Sumner (d. 1732) (MAP
#23; MHC #970) are smilar to Mumford'swith the exception of the design of the nosewith onetriangle
st below the other. These carvings have been attributed to James Foder 11 (1698-1763) of Dorchedter.
Henry Christian Geyer (d. by 1791) sgned the shoulder arched sone he designed for Seth Sumner (d.
1771) (MAP #24; MHC #971; Photograph #18). Typica of his syle are the crowned, winged cherubic
heeds s inan unusud profile. The carving of the urn on the arched donefor Samud Bent (d. 1797)
(MAP #25; MHC #972; Photograph # 19) hes been attributed to Bartlett Adams. In contragt to the usud
incised design of urns on surrounding stones, the Bent urn waas carved to produce the design inrelief

(continued)
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By the mid-19th century date had given way to granite and marble as the materia of choice and such
gravesones dominate the First Amory Section. The sones, often without designs except the carved
names, are shgped by shalow segmental and pesked archeswith severa Gothic Reviva pointed arched
examples. Also of note inthis section are seven granite and marble obelisks, and the daborate granite
memorid to the Whitcher Family (1841) (MAP #26; MHC #973). Josgph Whitcher (1815-1862) wes a
granite gone cutter and the memorid to hisfamily is attributed to his craftsmanship. A large granite urn,
half veiled with drapery, dts aop acut granite plinth. The polished granite Sdes bear the namesof the
Whitcher family (d. 1841-1864) who are buried here. A low granite wall, with urns located a the
corners, squaresoff the area surrounding the memorid.

The Old Burial Ground dso features anumber of granitetombs. The earliest tombs were built in ca
1719 horizontally into aknoll & the southwestern corner of the Readmen Section. The Fenno Tomb
(MAP #12; MHC #958) isthe only extant tomb of thethree that were built. Similar in desgn tothe
later horizontal tombs in the Vose Section, itisundeer if the current sructure datesto 1719 or to alater
rebuilding. Most of the extant tombs are st intoasmall hill that runs dong the eestern edge of the Old
Burial Ground in the 1794 Vose Secfion. The Vose Section Tombs (MAP #13; MHC #959) are of two
forms, vertical and horizontal. Three sgparate banks of multi-chamber vertical tombs are built of granite
blocks withfinishedpedimented granite facades. Severd of the chambersstill retain limestone tablets
that are carved with the namesof the deceasad. The nine sgparae horizontal tombs are condructed of
large granite blockswith iron doors and hinges. At the rear of the How Section, there was aso arow of
snglevertica granite tombs, inifiated by the 1799 request of Edward H. Robbins (1758-1829) to build a
tomb a southwestern comer of the How Section as its aouts Wanut Avenue. 1n 1886 the cemeatery
trustees began to convert the granite tombs to buria plots, using the granite lintels to mark the buria
dtes Seven granite lintels with boldly carved namesremain, including that of Robbins. On the other
dde of Wanut Avenue, a the rear of the First Amory Lot, asingle vertical granite tomb remains, the
Baxter Tomb (MAP #14; MHC #960; Photogrgph #16), dafing to 1859.

Mature trees, eg. maples, oeks, lindens, and white pines, grow throughout the Old Burial Ground.
During the 1990s, two Jgpaneseweeping cherry trees - the Jgpanese symbol of mourning - were planted
aong the Centre Street stonewdll.

(continued)
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The New Cemetery (1854-1945)

In contragt to the linear pattern of the Old Burial Ground isthe New Cemetery (MAP #dl K1 J MHC
#300; Photographs #3,4) whose gracefully winding avenues and pathswere laid out according to the
design principlesof the mid-19th century "rural™ cemetery movement, which advocated incorporating
burial grounds within apastord and naturdistic landscgpe. This section, which liesto the south (reer),
et and west of the Old Buria Ground is composaed of five sections: the 18.725-acre, 1854 Ssocond
Amory Section (MAP #1F) with two mgor enlargements, the 12-acre, 1874 C. Churchill Section (MAP
#1H; MHC 800; Photograph #4) and the 22.39-acre, 1897 Pegbody Section (MAP #1.J), and two minor
additions, the 1-aaeFirst (1858) and 2.25-acre Ssoond (1888) J. Churchill Sections (MAP #1G ad
MAP #11, respectively). Cut andfieldstonewallsdating to the 19th century partialy define the northern,
eagtem, and southern boundaries. The Peebody Sectionfieldstone(MAP #16; MHC #963) wall dong
Centre Street was rebuilt in 1935 with acement cgp. The present three entrancesto the cemetery date to
the New Cemetery addition: The main entrance from Centre Stret dong Centennid Avenue (1877), the
dde entrance from Centre Stret dong Willow Avenue (1860) (Photograph #3) and the reer entrance
from Gun Hill Street (ca 1860). All three entrances have new iron gates(MAP #sC,D,E; MHC
#976,977,978) that were hung in 1996 and 1997.

The New Cametery is characterized by rolling terrain, extending from Centre Stret dong an undulating
plain and then descending to avalley inthe middleand rising again to the rear (southern) hill and once
agan descending to avalley a the rear boundary. Unquity Brook once flowed through the middie
valey. Today it confinuesto feed the duck pond (MAP #2; MHC #955; Photogrgph #5), an irregularly
shapead body of water created in 1883 inthe Sscond Armory Section. The pond, bordered by willow
trees and benches, offers aplace for quiet contemplation inabucolic setting. In 1970 mog of Unquity
Brook was placed underground viaaculvert that runs under Locust Avenue from the duck pond to
Paradise Pond, awooden wetland, S0 that the once svampy valey could be developed for burial Stes.
An unnamed brook aso ran dong the reaer valey until, by 1930, it too had been placed underground.
While once planned for lakes and burial Stes, this arearemains an undeveoped woodland.

Winding avenues and paths, laid out from ca. 1856 to 1930, were gracefully adgpted to thisterrain by
three sets of landscgpe architects, Copdand and Cleveland (1856) for the Sscond Amory Section, Ermest
W. Bowditch (1898) for the Pegbody Section, and alocal engineering firm. Whitman and Breck (1877)
for the C. Churchill Section. Threading its way through the New Cemetery from the main Centre Street

(continued)
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entranceto the Gun Hill entrance is Centennia Avenue (MAP #17; MHC #964), desgned in 1877 by
Whitman and Breck to tie the Sscond Amory Section and the C. Churchill Section together into a
harmonized whole. Many of the trees, predominantly Norway maples, that were donated when the
avenue wes cregted, till border avenue. The only significant alteration to the historic layout of avenues
was the above-mentioned 1970 congtruction of the straight Locust Avenue over Unquity Brook with the
resulting demolition of much of Dell Avenuethat once gracefully mirrored the curve of Larch Avenue.
All the avenues are marked by ether 1892 decorative cadt iron dreet Sgns (MAP #29; MHC #979) or
their modern shest metd replacements. A variety of mature evergreens, eg. hemlocks, whitepines, and
deciduous trees, eg. sugar and red svamp maples, red, white and pin oaks dong with flowering
dogwood, cherry, and crabgpple trees, grow throughout the 19th century section of the cemetery,
informally planted to add to the rural feeling of the landscape.

The heedgones of the New Cemetery are primarily mede of granite and the designs are restrained.
Severd familiesdedicated larger granite Gothic Revival and Classica monuments to their families, eg.
the Baboock and Sheldon family memorias dong Anemone Avenue (Photograph #4).  Currently the
only known designer of note is sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens (1848-1907), who designed the
gravesone of artist Dennis Miller Bunker (1861-1890) (MAP #27; MHC #974; Photograph #10).
Located on Lily Path, between Ok and Pine Avenues, the ca 1890 white marble doneis carved witha
neo-classica foliated design centered on an urn.

Also of notearetwo burial aress, one for sngle and charitable graves and the other for soldiers graves
The 1877 plot for single and charitable gravesislaid out in concentric ovas a the reer of the 1874 C.
Churchill Section. Itisencircled by Holly Avenue. At the center of the Ste isawhite Italian marble
gaueof an angd (MAP #30; MHC #980; Photograph #9) on apedesta, now in fair condition. The
datue datesto 1882, dthough the sculptor isunknown. The 1920 Soldiers Lot (MAP #3; MHC #956;
Photograph #12) frontson Soldiers Avenuein the 1897 Pegbody Section. An uncut sone memorid with
a bronze tablet dedicatesthe areato men and women from Milton, who have served in the amed
savices Approximately 60 Smple white marble gravestones are digned in rows and date from 1894 to
the present. Aflagpol etowers over the plot.

Built into the baseof the hill & the conjunction of Eim, Willow and Centennid Avenues on the border

of the Second Amory and C. Churchill Secfionsisthe Gothic Reviva receiving tomb (MAP #15; MHC
#961; Photograph #3). The wel-preserved dructure was condructed of cut granite in 18/ by O. T.

(continued)
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Rogers and Company, a West Quincy granite firm. A wooden door with brassfleur-de-lishinges is st
within akeysone arch, carved with afleur-de-lisand quatrefoil pattern. A Gothic arch with a round
window is centered in the pinnacled gable above. Granite walls extend to either 9de, ending with pillars
caved with rosettes. Theinterior of the tomb was rebuilt in 1973 to accommodate larger modern
caskets The setting isinformally landscgped with agrove of pine treesin the rear and evergreen ad
rhododendron shrubbery to the Sdes. In the front of the receiving tomb isa small triangular piece of
land that in the 1879 town report was referred to as the J. D. Bradlee ornamentd plat in honor of the
Milton resdent who donated alarge number of trees and shrubs to the cemetery. Today only ameature
birch tree and severd rhododendron bushes remain.

Located nearby a the intersection of Larch and Rose Avenues are the maintenance buildings, arranged
around an interior courtyard. They are in good to fair condition and continue to serve their historic uses
The cut granite 1929 Cemetery Building (MAP #7; MHC #718; Photograph #7) provides lunch quarters
for cemetery workmen and sorage for tools. A Colonial Reviva gable portico extends from the third
bay of the four-bay facade. S& on agranite foundation, the 1-gory building rises to ahip roof witha
sngle chimney st ontheridge. While the original windows and door are intact, they are now covered
with protectivewired screening. To the rear are two 4-bay, 9de gable garagesthat complete the
courtyard: Maintenance garage#1 (MAP #8; MHC #719; Photogrgphs #7) condructed of cut granite in
1936 and maintenance garage#2 (MAP #9; MHC #720; Photograph #7) built in ca 1950 and sheathed
in wood shingles. A cormgated duminum garage, maintenance garage#3 (MAP #B; MHC #721), wes
added to thiscomplex in 1994. The latter two garageswere congructed on the Brooks-Ladd Section
(MAP #1K) after it was added to the cemetery in 1945.

The superintendent's house and office (MAP #4; MHC #70; Photogrgph #6) and dable (MAP #5; MHC
#716; Photograph #13) were condructed in 1889 on aparcd of land adjoining the Centre Street-Willow
Avenue entrance acrossfrom the Old Burial Ground. The IV2 -story Quean Anneresidence is compossd
of the 3-bay, hiproof main block and asde gable wing. Wood dagpboards sheeth the first floor with
wood shingleinadaggered design on the second floor. Queen Anne details include half-timbering in
the gables and dormer, a bracketed cutaway bay window and the front porch with turned baugers. In
1921 aone-gtory section with afireproof vault was added to the eestern devation to serve as an office.
The only exterior aterafion Snce then has been modern replacement windows. The 3-bay, dagpboard
and wood shingle sable rises one sory to ahip roof with cupola. Windows are of varying Szes. The
four smal square oneson the eedern and rear devations mark the former horse stals. 1n 1922 a hip
roof, concrete block 2-car garage (MAP #6; MHC #717) was added to the complex.

(continued)
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The Modern Cemetery: 1945 - 1952

The Modem Cemetery (MAP #slK, A; MHC #800; Photograph #dl 1,20) liesto the eedt of the New
Cemeaey to which itislinked by Locust and Maple Avenues. Itis composaed of the 34.74-acre, 1945
Ladd-Brooks Section (MAP |K; Photogrgph #11) and the 7.45-acre, 1962 Ladd Section (MAP #A,;
Photogrgph #20). The 1945 Ladd-Brooks Section conddsof two parts connected by adirt path. The
Brooks part, awooded |ot bordered on the north by Brook Road, was the rear section of the J. Henry
Brooks Estate and has not been developed for buria purposes. Still visible are the foundation sones of
the coachman's cottage for the Brooks Edtate that was demolished in 1953.

The Ladd part (MAP 1K; Photograph #11), was the rear portion of the Alexander H. Ladd edate. This
part, immediately to the eedt of the New Cemetery, hes been developed for buria lots, initially dong
Maple Avenue which was laid out in 1946 as acircular loop connecting to Circle Avenue on the dope of
the rear (southern) hill. Paradise Pond, awooded wetland, liesinthe valey & the bese of the hill. As
mentioned above, in 1970 Unquity Brook was put underground viaa culvert to flow into this pond.
Locust Avenue was laid out over the culvert. Also a that timethe northern end of the Maple Avenue
wes draighten out to connect with Coleus Avenue. To the east of Maple Avenue, the land dopes down
to avaley and then risesagain. This areawas developed for buria lots dong severd curvilinear roeds
culminating with Buttemut Avenue in the late 1970s. The grave markers in the Modern Camelery ae
predominately rectangular granite heedsoneswith resirained decoration. Asmentioned ebovethe
maintenance complex was enlarged with the construction of maintenance gareage#2 (MAP #9; MHC
#720) in ca 1950 and maintenance garage#3 (MAP #B; MHC #721) in 1994.

The 1962 Ladd Section (MAP #A; Photograph #20) is an open piece of flat land that was the front
secfion of the Alexander H. Ladd Edtate and still bears some of its landmarks. The Centre Stret
driveway divides a the front of the lot and runs along both Sdes of the property to the reer connection
with the rest of the cemetery. Today this driveway hes been named Paradise, Magnolia, Beech, ad
Birch Avenues. The gte of the former house a the front of the property is bordered by mature beach ad
evergreen trees. The 1912 house was razed after amgjor firein 1984 and during 1995-1999 the Ste was
devdoped into aformal garden for cremation internment and funeral services (Photograph #20) The
circular garden is defined by goneswalls. The rear (southern) wall was formerly the terrace wall of the
Ladd House. The design was created by Therese Desmond-Sills, the present superintendent of the
cemetery. At the reer of the property are the ca 1875 Watson gardenear’s cottage (MAP #10; MHC #722;
Photogrgph #14) and bam (MAP #11; MHC #723; Photograph #15). The clagpboard dwelling rises 1 12

(continued)
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doriesto adde gableroof Theonly ornamentation isthe bracketed center entrance of the 5-bay facade.
To the reer isthe DA gtory gable barn, sheethed in wood shingles.

Archaeological Description

Although no ancient Native American dtes are recorded in the Milton Cemetery, Stes may be presant.
Seventeen Stes have been identified in the generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characterigtics
of the cemeaery regpresent severd locationd criteria (dope, soil drainege, proximity to wetlands) thet are
favorable for the presence of Native American dtes The cemaey includes severd well-drained, level
to moderately doping terraces and other land forms Stuated within 1,000 feet of wetlands that would
have been favorable gte locations. Unquity Brook originaly flowed through the cemeeay in an
eed/wes oriented sream valley. In 1970, most of the brook was diverted underground in a culvert thet
mns under Locust Ave. Severd small ponds are a0 located inthe cemetery or within 1,000 feet of its
boundary. The area is located within the Boston Harbor/Neponset River drainage.  Given the aoove
information, the documented presence of settlement in the area for all periods of Native occupation
recognized for Southeestern New England, and the presence of over 9,000 graves, a moderate to high
potential exigts for locating ancient Native American resources in the cemetery.

A high potential adso exigs for locating 17 through 20" century historic archaeologica resources in the
cemeay. Milton's first medtinghouse wes built ca 1656 a the intersection of Adams Strest and

Churchill Lane; however, potentia survivasfrom this building may lie outsde the cemetery. Structura

evidence may survive from many of the homes and outbuildings that were demolished or logt to fire
prior to their incorporation into the cemetery. Archaeologica evidenced from 17" and eaxly 18" century
homes, outbuildings, axd occupationd related feetures (trash pits, privies, wells) may exist in the area
but have yet to be demondrated. The .25 acre Resdman ot fronting on Centre Street opposite its

intersection with Churchill Lane contains the earliet graves in the cemetery, predating 1672. The

Resdman |ot may have darted as asmdl family or common buria ground for the area later incorporating

other land comprising the current cemetery. Early homeseads may have exised in the vicinity of the
Resdmaen lot. Later dructures represented by foundation dones from the coachman's cottege

(demolished in 1953) are till visible inthe wooded lot of the Brooks section of the cemeatery bordered

on the north by Brook Road. The coachman's cottage occupied the rear section of the J. Henry Brooks
Edate acquired by the cemeatery after 1945. Structurd evidence from the Ladd Edate, razed in 1984

(continued)
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after a mgjor fire, in the area developed as a forma garden for cremation internment and funeral
savices  Structura evidence from outbuildings and occupationa related features (trash pits, privies,
wells) assodated with the Brooks Edate, Ladd Edate, and cemeery operaions and mantenance may
adso exid.

Seventeenth  through 20" century archaeologica resources may d<0 exist reaed to the changing
boundaries of the cametery and its graves Pog-holes and buries remnants of stone walls may survive
assodated with fence lines and boundaries during various dages of cemetery growth. Evidence of
boundaries may a0 exist for family burial arees. Unmarked graves may be presant as a result of
intentionaly urunarked burids of unknown persons, paupers or other indigent persons or from lost
dones or wooden markers that have deteriorated. Both marked and unmarked graves may contain
dratigraphic evidence of a burial shaft, skdeta remains, and funerary artifacts including a coffin,
evidence of a coffin that hes deteriorated, persond, ard memorid items. Some graves may contain
multiple burials or no burid shaft or remains a all as with the case of memoria markers of individuas
buries dsawhere. Some burials may o contain incomplete remains as in the case of reinternments

(end)



Milton Cemetery
Name of Property
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

XA Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

JLD a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.;

9. Major Bib)lingraptiical References

Norfolk, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Art

Architecture

Community Planning and Development
Landscape Architecture

Social History

Period of Significance
1672-1954

Significant Dates
1672 1794 1858 1897
1729 18 37 1874 1945
1760 184 1888

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

See continuation sheet

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

JL State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_x.Local government
_ University
_ Other
Name of repository:

Milton Public Library, Milton Cemetery office
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Bowditch, Emest W.

Breck, Charles and Son
Clevdand, Horace William Shder
Copdand, Robert Morris

Rogers O. T. and Company
Tucker, John A. and Son

Whitcher, Josgph
Whitman and Breck

Gravesone Cavers
Adams, Bartlett

Foder, Janesl|

Geyer, Henry Christian
Mumford, William
Sant-Gaudens, Augustus

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

OMB Approva No. 1024-001(

JXS:MA

The Milton Cametery was established in 1672, ten years after the incorporation of Milton as a
town separate from Dorchester. The cemetery has been in continuous use Snce that time asthe
s0le burying ground in Milton. Over its 330 years the landscape hes evolved from the traditional
New England burying ground, organized dong linear lines, to agarden cemetery with gracefully
winding avenues desgned by noted landscepe architects Robert Morris Copeand, Horace
William Shder Cleveland, and Ernest W. Bowditch according to the principles of the 19"
century "rural” cemetery movement. The gravestones are avauable collection of folk/burial arts
which reflect the attitudes and tagtes of the community over three hundred years: Thework of
svad important carvers isrepresented, including the JamesFoger |, William Mumford, Henry

Christian Geyer, Bartlett Adams and Augustus Saint-Gaudens,
(continued)
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The well-maintained Milton Cemetery retains integrity of location, design, setting, materids,
workmanship, feeling and association, and fulfills Criteria A and C, and Criteria Condderation
D of the National Regider of Historic Hacesa the local leve.

The Old Burial Ground: 1672-1854

Milton was settled as part of the Township of Dorchester as early as 1634. The primary focus of
the initial settlement was dong Adams Street on Milton Hill which overlooked the hesdweaters of
the Neponsat River. Adams Stredt, originally known as the Plymouth Road, was originaly a
native trail and improved as aregiona highway from Boston to Plymouthin 1654. The
stlement was called Unquityquisset, a name used by the Neponsat Tribe of the Massachusetts
Indians, whofishedin the Neponset River and planted corn on Milton Hill during the Contact
period (1500-1620). In 1662, upon the petition of its two hundred and fifty inhabitants, the
Unquityquisset settlement was incorporated as the Town of Milton. Ten yearslater Milton
established its burying ground. It was reeched from the Adams Street by Churchills Lane. The
road was initially anative trail and improved as acart path in 1661. Milton's first meeting house
had been built inca 1656 a the intersection of Adams Stret and Churchills Lane Thefirst
mention of Milton's burying ground isfound inthe Milton town records in 1672 asfollows:

The 24 Feby. 1672. Robert Reedman was allowed to be payedd out of the towne Rate
tene shillingsto pay for forty rodsof Land for the Burying Place... and was agreed
betwixed the Towne and Robert Reedman that the towne should fence out this forty
rods of land, with a sufficient stonewall, within two years, from Robert Reedman's
iand. Town Records, vol. /., page |

Before 1672 the tradition isthat Milton buried its deed either in Dorchester or in one or more places
within itsownlimits. Albert Tede in The History of Milton datesthat "the supposition isthet the
inhabitants had been usaing the field of Resdmen for this purpose, and thus were led to fix upon this place
a the common burid-ground.”

The .25-acre Resdman Section (MAP #1A; MHC #800; Photograph #1) fronts on Centre Street oppodte
its intersection with Churchills Lane. 1t contains the oldest gravestiones and tombs inthe Milton
Cemetery, documenting the settling families of the town, eg. the Crehores, Wadsworths, Voses, ad
Tuckers. The dates donesare laid out inrows, establishing the linear pattern of the burial ground for
the next 182 years Notable among the carved sones are those attributed to William Mumford (ca

(continued)
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1640-1718), a Boston stonecutter, who lived on Copp's Hill inBoston. Hiswork hes bean identified in
the Granary and Copp's Hill Burial Grounds. Asdefined by Harriette Merrifield Forbes in Gravestones
of Early New England 1653-1800, the Mumford style includes the following distinct characterigtics
capital lettering, a deeth heed with round hollow eyes teeth squardly meeting and anose mede of  two
triangles, and aborder with leaves and fruitsdescending from asmplerosette disc. Arthur Voseduring
his 1977 sudy of Milton's Old Burying Ground found these features on the sones of Christopher
Wadsworth (d. 1687) (MAP #18; MHC #965; Photograph #17), the oldest surviving heedstone in the
Milton Cemetery, Thomas Rawlins (d. 1693) (MAP #19; MHC #966), Mary Wyat (d. 1705) (MAP #20;
MHC #967) and Thomas Vose (d. 1708) (MAP #21; MHC #968).

Forbes ds0 gatesthat a number of dones carved by the Foder family of Dorchester are located in the
origina burial ground, athough she doesnot identify them. Vose attributes the carving on the gones of
Josgph Sumner (d. 1731) (MAP #22; MHC #969) and George Sumner (d.1732) (MAP #23; MHC #970)
to the family, probably JamesFoger 11 (1698-1763) bassd on known characteridtics of the Foder
Family'swork in the Dorchester and Boston burial grounds.

The oldest tomb in the cemetery is st into the Sde of a smdl hill at the southwestern corner of the
Resdmen Lot.  Thetomb, identified by alarge granite marker as belonging to the Fenno family (MAP
#12, MHC #958), datesto about 1719, dthough it may have been rebuilt during the early 19th century.
In 1719 it was one of three tombs that were goproved by the Sdectmen. Thetwo other tombs for the
Billings and Miller families have been filled in and grassed over.

At somepoint previousto 1729, asmal addifion, the .07-acre Ministerial Tomb Section (MAP #1B;
MHC #800), was mede to the eagterly Sde of the Resdman Section. In that year Town Meeting
gpproved the Thacher family'srequest to build atomb for Rev. Peter Thacher (1651-1727), Milton'sfirst
minister, in thissection. The Ste of the ministeria tomb istoday identified by amarble marker.

The Colonid period (1675-1775) saw the development of Milton as arelatively large and prosperous
agricultural town. By 1700 the population had doubled in size, reaching 743 inhabitants by the time of
thefirst censusin 1765. The town had established the policy of granting to each taxpayer asmdl buria
plot, which he wes expected to maintain. Thus the nesd for more burial goece became evident during the
first haf of the eighteenth century. After severd atempts to enlarge the burying ground in 1738. 1749
and 1751, the .725-acre Foye Section (MAP #1C; MHC #800) was desded to the town in 1760 by

(continued)



NPS Form | 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-00IS
(8-K)

United States Department of the I nterior
National Pak Service

National Regider of Higoric Places Miltd*XS*M'
Continuation Shet

Section number 8 Page A

Elizabeth Foye. The L-dhgped section is located on the westerly and southerly Sdes of the Resdmen

Section and the supposition isthet it was dready being used for burials. Elizabeth was the widow of

William Foye (d. 1759), the provincial treesurer of the Massachuseits Bay Colony who maintained an
edate on Milton Hill.

In 1761/1762 the burial ground was re-fenced with agonewall that included an entrance from Centre
Stret oppodgte Churchills Lane. The entrance site remained intact when the sonewall was rebuilt in
1869 with adud cart and pedestrian entrance. Town records for this period aso note that during the
1760s shegp were alowed to feed in the buria ground to subduethe bushesand briers. The carvings of
two stonecutters are found in the Foye Section. Henry Christian Geyer Sgned the date donefor Sah
Sumner (d. 1771) (MAP #24; MHC #971; Photograph #18). Geyer (d. by 1791) lived in Boston's South
End and hed aworkshop near Washington Street. Hiswork hes bean identified in the Granary Burid
Ground. The Sumner donedisplays severd characterigtics of hiswork including the crowned, winged
heeds of cherubs =t inan unusud profile. B. Adams sgned the date sone of Samud Bent (d. 1797)
(MAP #25; MHC #972; Photogragph #19). He hes been identified as Bartlett Adams by Theodore Chese
in his book. Gravestone Chronicles, II. Adams migrated from Plymouth County to Portland, Mane in
1800 where the sone he carved for his son hes been identified.

The next enlargement of the burial ground was medein 1794 with the addition of the 3/4-acre How/Vose
Secfion (MAP #1D; MHC #800). Josah How (d. 1792) was a deecon in the Milton church and saved
the town both as sdectman and treesurer. In the How Section, located directly to the rear of the Foye
Section, date donesstill predominate, dthough the desgnshad evolved from the earlier desth and spirit
heeds to the classical urn and willow. Upright tombs were located in arow aong the rear of the How
Section. In 1799 Edward H. Robbins (1758-1829), Lieutenant-Governor of Massachusetts was granted
permission by Town Meeting to build the first tomb inthe row. In 1836 the cemetary trustees begen to
convert the tombs to buria plots, usng the granite lintelsto mark the buria Stes.  Seven granitelintels
with carved namesremain, including that of Robbins. On the western Sde of the How Section a strip of
land was reserved for alane. Walnut Avenue, once graveled, now grassed over. The Vose Section is
located on the easterly Sde of the Foye and How Sections and wias reserved for tombs. Ninesngle
horizontal and three banks of vertical granite tombs (MAP #13 ; MHC #959) are extant bearing the
namesof prominent Milton families. Col. Josgph Vose (1739-1816) was a descendant of one of the
founding familiesof Milton and sarved with distinction inthe American Revolution.

In 1837 the 1% -acre First Amory Secfion (Map #1E; MHC #800; Photograph #2) was conveyed to the
town by Francis Amory, aMilton resdent who maintained an estate on Canton Avenue. The lot faces

(continued)
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Centre Street and is located dong the western border of the origina burial ground fromwhich itis
Sparated Walnut Avenue. On severd town mgps the Reedman-Foye-How-Vose Sections are labded a5
the "Old, Old Buria Grounds' and the First Amory Section as the "Old Buria Grounds" Granite ad
limestone sones predominate as well as seven obdisks. Of note isthe daborate granite memorid to the
Whitcher Family (MAP #26; MHC #973). Josgph Whitcher (1815-1862) was a sone cutter, who hed
lived in Eagt Milton, a section of Milton that evolved around the Granite Railway and the West Quincy
granite quarries. One of Whitcher's mogt notable loca projects was the granite facade of the 1844
Quincy Town House, today's City Hall. It isthought that he mede the memorid to his family with the
first buria in 1841. In 1859 the Baxter (MAP #14; MHC #960; Photograph #16) family built a vertica
granite tomb & the rear of this section, acrass Walnut Avenue, from the row of How Lot vertical tombs.

Until 1837 very little information is found on the burying ground inthe townrecords. In that year
Milton began publishing annud town reports and the growth of the cemetery is more fully documented,
beginning with the construction of ahearsehousein 1837. This building was converted into atool
housein 1899, and a an unknown date thereafter was demolished.  Alsoin 1837 two iron gateswere
added a the Centre Street cart entrance. The extant 19th century iron gates (MAP #28; MHC #975)
possibly dateto 1837 or to 1869 when the granite block sonewall and entrance were rebuilt. 1n 1841
Edmund J. Baker was paid for preparing aplan of the burying ground, which is not extant, but
incorporated into the 1877 Whitman and Breck Plan. Maintenance and improvement activitiesae
noted, eg. the addition of mgple and em dresets, the clearing of paths, and the repairing of the
ministerial tomb. 1n 1846 19 rods of roadswere laid out and it is thought that two paths running dong
the front and back of the Old Burial Ground and the path connected them aong Willow Avenue date to
this construction, athough now grassed over. The rear path. Nangpashemet Avenue, was named after
Sachem Nangpashemet, the chief of the Ngponset Indians who lived during the contact period (1500-
1620) on Milton Hill. By 1853 the burying ground was being caled Milton Cemetery and came under
the supervison of a paid superintendent.

The New Cemetery (1854-1945)

Milton a mid-century was not very different from what it had been aquarter of a century earlier, a smal
town with apopulation of 2,600 largely composad of farmers. However anew era in the development of
the townwas just commencing with the arrival of therailroad in 1847. Commuting ashort half hour to
work in Baston now became practical. Over the next forty yearsMilton evolved from a farming

(continued)
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community to awedthy suburb of Boston with apopulation of 3,600 full-timeresdents. Milton dso
saw the devdopment of summer etates for familieswho wintered in Boston.

To med the present and future nesdsfor burial goace, the town purchased in 1854 the Second Amory
Section (MAP #1F; MHC #800) of 18.725 acreslocated to the reer and wes of the Old Buria Ground.
The New Cemetery, as it was called, extended southerly down ahill through a svampy valley fed by
Unquity Brook and up over areer hill. The beck of the new lot was an inconvenient disance from the
main entrance on Centre Street and required an additional entrance. Thus in 1858 the Town bought from
Josgph McKean Churchill (1821-1886), aprominent Milton citizen, an acre of land, the Firgt J. Churchill
Section (MAP #1G; MHC #800), to open up the reer of the New Cemetery to Gun Hill Street. The
present Gun Hill Entrance iron gates(MAP #C; MHC #976) were aprivate gift to the cemetery in 1997.

The design of the new burial gobacewas radically different from that of the Old Burial Ground asit
incorporated the new ideesof the "rurd™ cemetery movement. In 1856 the landscgpe architectura firm
of Copdand and Cleveland was hired to design the New Cemetery. The plan is not extant, but wes
incorporated into the 1877 Whitman and Breck Plan. It can be inferred from the annud reports as well

a fromthe 1877 Whitman and Breck Flan that the idees of Copdand and Cleveland were subgtantialy
followed and remain intact. Horace William Shder Cleveland (1814-1900) hes been credited, dong
with Frederick Law Olmsted, with devel oping landscgpe architecture in Americainto a recognized
professon. He was one of the mgor innovators inthe romantic "rura” or garden cemetery movemert.
In 1854 Cleveland began apractice in landscgpe and ornamentd  gardening with Robert Morris Copdand
(1830-1874). Twoof their first important commissons were the desgnsfor Oek Grove Camaay in
Gloucester in 1854 and Segpy Hollow Cemetery in Concord in 1855. After their partnership was
dissolved during the Civil War, Copdand remained in Boston where he maintained a successful practice,
while Cleveland moved to Chicago and wes largely respongble for expanding the popularity of the
gaden cemetery intothe Midwestern dates.

Copdand and Cleveland were criticsof the formal and rigid quality of the traditional buria ground. The
firm advocated the application of the principles of landscgpe gardening to cemeteries, including the
"tagteful disposition of treesand shrubs, with graceful adaptation of the roads and pathsto the naturd
contours of the ground.” Over the next twenty years, fourteen graceful and winding avenues with
assodaed paths, the hallmarks of the firm's style and philosophy, were laid out in the New Cemetery by
Charles Breck and Son, aprominent Milton survey firm, and remain substantialy intact to this day. The
naming of the roadways after trees, eg. Willow, EIm, Hemlock, Ogk, Laurd, ec. isthematic of garden

(continued)
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cemeeies During 1860 anew entrance (Photograph #3) with iron gates opened up off Centre Street
aong Willow Avenue. The present Centre Street-Willow Avenueiron gates(MAP #D; MHC #977,
Photograph #3) were mede by G & Siron Worksof Hyde Park and were hung during the Fall of 1996 to
replace chainlink gates The New Cemealery was informally planted with both evergreen and deciduous
treesand omamenta shrubbery. The layout was substantialy completed in 1873 when the rear hill was
finished. Centenniad Avenue wes added in 1877 over existing roadways, followed by Fine Avenue in
1878. ft isunknownif the 1883 duck pond (MAP #2; MHC #955; Photograph #5) inthe Sscond Amory
Section, discussed below, was part of the Copdand and Cleveland design or later Whitman and Breck
plan.

Granite continued to be the materiad of choice for gravesiones and monuments. Currently, the only
noted designer of a gravesone inthis areais Augudus Sant-Gaudens (1848-1907), the sculptor of the
Robat Gould Shaw and the 54th Massachusetts Regiment Bronze Memoria (1897) inBoston. In ca
1890 he carved the marble heedsonefor Dennis Miller Bunker (1861-1890) (MAP #27; MHC #974,
Photograph #10) awell-known Bogton artist, whose father-in-law, Alpheus Sumner Hardy, summered in
Milton.

At the March 1874 Town Mesting, the trustees of the cametery were authorized to purchase 12 aores of
land, the C. Churchill Secfion(MAP #1H; MHC #800; Photograph #4), from Charles M. S Churchill
lying on the eegterly dde of the Second Amory Section and extending from Centre Street to the rear of
the grounds. Whitman and Breck, aMilton survey and engineering firm, was repongble for desgning
the new section to "harmonize" with the Copdand and Clevdland design. The 1877 Plan of Milton
Ceametery; Compiledfrom Old Plansand Surveys by Whitman and Breck isextant. 1n 1874 the new
section was endosed with agranite block gonewall (MAP #16; MHC #963) dong Centre Stret and in
1877 connected to the 1854 and 1858 sections of the New Cametery viaanew avenue. The avenue
wound itsway from anew entrance on Centre Street, which continues to be the main entrance to the
cemetary, through the Unquity Brook valley and up over the rear hill to the Gun Hill entrance. The
avenueweas named Centennid Avenue (MAP #17; MHC #964) in honor of the centennid anniversary of
the United States During the spring of 1877 memorid trees eg. Norway maples (many extant), were
planted aong the avenue. The landscgpe of Whitman and Breck remains significantly intact. An
dteration was madein 1970 when Locust Avenue was laid out above Unquity Brook that was placed
underground viaaculvert. In 1878 Morss and Whytefashioned gatesfor the new entrance. The present
Centre Street-Centennid Avenue iron gates (MAP #E; MHC #978) were mede by Brayton-Wilson-Cole

(continued)
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of Roxbury and hung in the spring of 1996. In 1892 the avenues and paths throughout the whole
cemetery were marked with decorative cadt iron dreet 9gns (MAP #29; MHC #979).

Notable features of the C. Churchill Section includean ova plat on the rear hill that was desgned for
224 angle and charitable graves. In 1882 Henry P. Kidder presented the cemeery trusteeswith a white
[talian marble angd (sculptor unknown) (MAP #30; MHC #980; Photograph #9) to gracethe center of
this section. Kidder ('b. 1822) was aprominent Milton citizen with an etate on Adams Strest. Hewes
afounder of Kidder, Pegbody and Company, one of Bogton's leading banking houses. A new receiving
tomb (MAP #15; MHC #961; Photograph #8) was buih in 1879 a the beseof the hill at the intersection
of ElIm, Willow and Centennid Avenues by the firm of O. T. Rogers and Company, a Wes Quincy
granite firm. The company was founded by Octavius Rogers (d. 1859), who lived in Eagt Milton and
owned agranite quarry in Wes Quincy.

The 1877 Whitman and Breck plan shows three ornamentd ponds aong Unquity Brook, one inthe 184
Second Amory Section and two inthe 1874 C. Churchill Lot. Thetown reports only discussthe
excavation of the duck pond in the 1854 Section in the year 1883. That the other two were never
condructed is confirmed by Walker's 1896 Town of Milton Atlas. Today, the duck pond (MAP #2;
MHC #955; Photograph #5) is an important festure in the landscape of the cemetery.  The 1877 plan
a0 shows an ornamentd lake inthe valley dong the rear boundary of the both the 184 and 1874
Sections, accessad by Lake Avenue. Neither the lake nor avenue were ever laid out and today the area
remans undeveloped.

By 1866 the cemetery, once under the supervision of the Board of Sdectmen, was adminigtered by a
Sparae town committee, which in 1871 took on its present name. Cemetery Board of Trustees. A smdll
office and tool housewas congtructed for the trustees on the grounds of the cemetery in 1868.

No further reference was medeto this building in the town reports after 1877 and it is unknown when it
was demolished.

In 1888 the cemetery trustees bought two pieces of land. The Ssocond J. Churchill Secfion (Map #11;
MHC #800) measuring ebout 2.5 acres abuited the Gun Hill entrance. 1t was bought from Josgph's
widow, Augusta, after his deeth in 1886.

The second .53-acre section was the former How-Sumner property a the corner of Centre Strest and
Randolph Avenue, which Charles Copdand had bought in 1886 and sold with the houseto the cemetery

(continued)
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trusteesin 1888. In 1889 the trustees sold the How-Sumner house which was moved of f the property
and contracted with John Atherton Tucker and Son to build the Quean Anne Superintendent's
House/Office (MAP #4; MHC #70; Photograph #6) and stable (MAP #5; MHC #716; Photograph #13)
on the gte. Tucker (1830-1916) was anoted Milton carpenter-builder with ahome and shop a 954
Canton Avenue. The wdll-preserved house and dabdle are the only presently documented examples of
hiswork. The present waiting room/office with afireproof vault was added to the sde of the house in
1921. In 1922 an 1890 carriage shed was replaced with present concrete block garage (MAP #6; MHC
#717)

It isthe ord tradition of the cemetery’'s history that many of the cemetery records were logt inafirein ca
1890. There is no documentation of the fire inthe town reports. The 1927 town report does date that
"The first internment in the Milton Cemetery, as recorded upon ahead stone, was in 1687. No records,
0 far as the Trustees are aware, were kept for the next 200 years The present records, darted in 1830,
ae complete” To meke up for the deficiency, the trustees thereupon undertook a project to copy the
names and dates from the sones and monuments in the old burial grounds and catelogue them.

In 1897 a22.3%-acre tract the Pegbody Section (MAP #1J, MHC #300) abutfing the cemetery on the eedt
was bought from the edate of Col. Oliver White Peebody. Pesbody (1834-1896) was a prominent
Milton resdent, who was atrugtee of the cemetery from 1872-1896. Hewas afounder of Kidder,
Pesbody and Company, one of Bogton's leading banking houses, and maintained a summer estate on
Adams Stret. The property camewith a gardener's house, and severd greenhouses. The resdence wes
initially rented and then demolished when the lot began to be devdoped in the 1920s for burid gpeces
The greenhouses were sold and moved off the site.

In 1898 the cemetery trustees contracted with Ernest W. Bowditch to prepare adesign for the Pesbody
Section that connected it harmonioudy with the established cemetery and to maintain the park-like
nature of the property with itsinformally planted treesand shrubs. Bowditch (1850-1918), aMilton
resdent, was awell-known landscape designer. In the fall of 1870, he was employed in the office of
Shedd and Sawyer, acivil engineering firm, to work on laying out paths and driveways on the grounds of
Mount Auburn Cemeatery in Cambridge. Thisearly exposure to Americas first romantic cemetery wasa
drong influence on Bowditch's future design idees. Bowditch was further influenced by his
gpprenticeship with Robert Morris Copdand in the early 1870s  Bowditch's practice included landscape
desgnsfor Newport summer resorts, wedlthy resdentia subdivisons and parks, as well a municipa
urveys for sawver and water supply desgn. The cemetery landscapeisthe only presently documented
dte inMilton that was desgned by Bowditch.

(continued)
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Bowditch's 1898 desgn (extant) was similar to the Copdand and Clevdand plan with gracefully curving
avenues and assodaed paths from the front of the section dong Centre Street down ahill though the
swampy valley and up the rear hill. A pond was planned for the valley through which Unquity Brook
flowed. A comparison of the Bowditch design with the present layout of the cemetery revedsthat the
plan was followed and remains significantly intact & both endsof the Pesbody Section, most notably
Soldiers and Larch Avenues infront section and Circle Avenue inthe rear. However, the Unquity
Brook pond was not congtructed. Alteration to the Bowditch plan was mede inthe middie sectionin
1970 when Unquity Brook was placed underground viaaculvert for the purpose of developing the area
for burid lots. Locust Avenue, adraight road, was laid out over the culvert, obliterating mog of Dell
Avenue, a curved avenue which originally mirrored Larch Avenue.

The development of the Pesbody Section for burias began in 1920 with the establishment of a Soldiers
Lot (MAP #3; MHC #956; Photograph #12) encircled by Soldiers Avenue. In the 1925 town report, the
cametery trustees reported that the land to the eet and south of the Soldiers Lot hed been deve oped.
Three yearslater the Milton Firemen Memoria (MAP #31; MHC #981) was placed a the bese of Larch
Avenue, to be followed in 1931 by the Milton Police Memorial (MAP #32; MHC #982). Nearby & the
intersection of Larch and Rose Avenues, amaintenance complex was begun in 1929 with the
congrucfion of the granite Cemetery Building (MAP #7; MHC #718; Photograph #7) to provide lunch
quartersfor the workmen and storage goecefor cemetery equipment and supplies, afunction it still
srves The granite maintenance garage#l (MAP #8; MHC #719; Photogrgph #7) was condructed in
1936, funded by the Works Progress Administration. The wood shingle maintenance garage#2 (MAP
#9, MHC #720; Photograph #7) was added inca 1950 after the 1945 purchese of the Brooks-Ladd
Section onwhich itissted. The corrugated auminum maintenance garege#3 (MAP #B; MHC #721)
completed this complex in 1994. The ceametay trustees dso made u of another depresson-era Fedeard
program, the Emergency Relief Administration, to rebuild with acement cgp the 19th century fieldstone
wall (MAP #16; MHC #963) dong the Centre Street boundary of the Pegbody Secfion in 1935.

The Modern Cemetery (1945-2002)

The 60-acre cemelery was enlarged once again in 1945 with the purchese of the 34.74-acre Ladd-Brooks
Secfion (MAP |K; MHC #800; Photograph #11) which is composad to two parts. J. Henry Brooks (d.
1913) was aprominent Milton cifizen, who owned a large estate which fronted on Adams Street and
extended back to Centre Stret and Brook Road. The part of the Ladd-Brooks Section that fronts on

(continued)
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Brook Road was once part of his edate and when purchasad by the cemetery came with the Brooks
coachman's cottage, dating to 1885. The dwelling was rented by the cemetery until 1953 when it wes
demolished, athough foundation donesremain. This areahes not been developed by the cemetery for
buria lots.

The second part was the reaer acreege of the estate of Alexander H. Ladd, who was acemeery trustee.
Development of this areafor buria goace began in 1946 with the laying out of Maple Avenue and was
completed in the late 1970swith Butternut Avenue. Two additional acreswere added in 1961 dong the
Murray Avenue border. Alteration to the design of this landscgpe occurred in 1970 when Locust Avenue
was laid out over the Unquity Brook culvert and the northern of Maple Avenue was straightened out to
connect with Coleus Avenue.

In 1962 the remaining section of the Alexander H. Ladd edtate, the Ladd Section (MAP #A; MHC #3800,
Photograph #20), fronting on Centre Street and Brook Road, was bought by the cemetery trustees. This
section is congdered noncontributory becauseit was added within the lagt fifty years. With the property
camnethree buildings, the 1912 L add residence, and a gardena’s cottage (MAP #10; MHC #722;
Phatograph #14) and bam (MAP #11; MHC #723; Photogrgph #15), both dafingto ca 1875 when they
beonged to Roberts S Watson, Ladd's grandfather. 1n 1984 the Ladd House was razed after a mgor
fire. A formal garden for cremation internment and funeral services (Photograph #20) hes been
condructed on the dte during 1995-1999. The gardener’s cottage continues to be rent and the barn ussd
for dorage of cametery equipment. Significantly the lot continues to retain the origina layout of the
Ladd driveway.

Today the 102.13-acre Milton Cemetery is composed of two parts, the 101.6-acre burid ground with ca
9000 gravestones and the adjoining .53-acre parcd with the Superintendents Residence/Office. It

continues to servethe citizens of Milton and their familieswith land for expanson for the next 30 years.
The present Cemetery Board of Trusiees and the superintendent are actively maintaining, preserving ad

promoting this historic landscape.
Archaeol ogical Significance

Although severd ancient Native American Stes have beaen recorded in Milton, many have been
destroyed and most have not been sysematically investigated limiting their interpretative vaue ad

(continued)
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making any surviving gtesin the town potentially significant. One ancient Ste inMilton, the
Massechusatts Hornfelg/Braintree Sate Quarry (19-NF-105) is listed on the National Regiger asa
soecidized quarry complex. Our knowledge of Milton's Native American village and campste
sttlement islessdocumented. Ancient Stesinthe Milton locale may contribute information on the
effects of sea leve rise through time on Native subsstence and settlement patterns inthe arean Ancient
gtesin the aleamay a0 contribute important information to better unders¢and Woodland and Contact
Period Native land use inthe estuarine zone of the Negponsat River. Archaeologica Stesin this area
may aso contain evidence of Native American and European culture contact during the early to mid 17
century. Early European settlement inthe Milton Cemetery/Milton Hill locade may have been Sted a
earlier Contact Village locations.

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above have the potentia to contribute important information
on the socid, cultural, and economic patterns that characterized the Town of Milton and its inhabitants
a5 they deveoped from arura agricultural community to aprosperous suburb of Boston.

Archaeologica resources may aso hep document the evolution of the cemetery from atraditional New
England burial ground organized dong linear linesto a garden cemetery with generdly winding avenues
organized aong the principalsof the 19" century "rural” cemetery movement. Structural evidence
assodaed with resdences and outbuildings may contribute important information related to the interna
configuration of 17 and 18" century farmsand later estates. Any evidence related to Milton's 17"
century settlement would be especidly important Snce no examples from that period survive,

Detalled andlys's of the contents of occupationd related features assodiated with structures originally
located on cemetery property may contribute important information related to the activities that occurred
in resdences and farms and the individuals that occupied the structures. Occupationa related feetures
may contain evidence related to 17" and 18" century agricultura techniques and technologies, lifeways.
ethnicity, and socid class

Archaeologica survey and testing may dso contribute evidence of post-holes, buried fragments of Sone
walls and unmarked gravesthat help document boundary changesand buria practices a the cemetery.
Careful mapping of post hole distributions and gonewall fragments may help recongtruct fence lines
and boundary changesin the overdl cemetery and initsinternal subdivisons possbly including family
and religious burial arees The location of unmarked graves may aso help document buria subdivisons
in the cemetery and periphera areas Snce unknown persons, paupers and other indigent personswere
often buried outside or a the periphery of the cemetery.

(end)
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10. CSeoflraphir.al Data
Acreage of Property 102.13 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation stieet)

1. 19 329360 4680100 3.19 330380 4680760
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 330460 4681200 4 19 329660 4680500
Zone Easting Norttiing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Edith Clifford, consultant, Milton Historical Commission with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization = Massachusetts Historical Commission date  April 20n4
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone  617-727-8470
city or town BQSIQD state MA .zip code 02125

Additional Dnr-iimentatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Ownpr
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name  Town of Milton, MA
street & number 525 Canton Avenue .telephone  617-696-5000

city or town Milton ,State  MK. .zipcode 02186

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Milton Cemetery are outlined on the endlosad assessor's mgps (2 shedts
Section | - Block 32 & 35). The 102.13-acre didtrict is bounded by Centre Strest and Brook
Roed inthe north and Gun Hill Street inthe west.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Milton Cemetery were drawn to include the entire property owned by the
Town of Milton for buria purposes.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

The identification information listed below pertains to all photographs.

Photogrepher: Nancy P. Roberts
Location of Negetives: Milton Town Hall
Date of Photographs: October 2001

8 X 10" PHOTOGRAPHS

Old Buria Ground, looking southeest from Centre Strest.

Old Buria Ground, looking south from Centre Street.

Willow Avenue Entrance, |ooking southeest from Centre Street.

New Cemetery, looking west dong Anemone Avenue from Centennid Avenue
Duck Pond, looking west from Centennid Avenue

Superintendent's House and Office, 1ooking southeest from Centre Strest
Maintenance Complex, looking eest from Larch Avenue

Receiving Tomb, looking north from Centennid Avenue

Marble Angel, looking southeest from Circle Avenue

Dennis Miller Bunker Gravestone, Lily Path, between Fine and Osk Avenues

WCOoNOORLWDNPE

B

5X 7" SUPPLEMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHS

11. Modern Cemeery, looking northeest from Maple Avenue

12,  Soldiers Lot, looking north from Soldiers Avenue

13.  Superintendent's Stable, looking northwest from Willow Avenue

14.  Wason Gardener's Cottege, looking southwest from Paradise Avenue

15,  Wason Barn, looking west from Paradise Avenue

16.  Baxter Tomb, looking south towards Shamrock Avenue from Old Burial Ground-First
Armory Lot

17.  Chrisopher Wadsworth Gravestone, Old Buria Ground-Resdman Lot

(continued)
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18. Sath Sumner Gravestone, Old Buria Ground-Foye Lot
19. Samud Bent Gravestone, Old Burial Ground-Foye Lot

Non-Contributory

20. New Cemetery: Ladd Lot with Cremation Internment Garden, looking north from Besch
Avenue

(end)
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The Commonwedth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

April 14, 2004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiser of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Deax Ms. Shull:
Endosed pleesefind the following nomination form:
Milton Cemetery, 211 Centre Street, Milton (Norfolk), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes bean sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

encdosure

cC. Edith Clifford, consutant
Thaee Deamond-Sills Milton Camaary
Nicholas Cater, Milton Higoricd Commisson
Jares G. Mullen, ., Milton Boad of Sdedmen
Pau D. Kanter, RHanning Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



