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The church is found in a section of brownstones very much the same in 
style as the church. The aetached parish buildings, although not of the 
same style, have mellowed with time. The churchyard, therefore, has the 
appearance of an English country church yard.

A fire, sevjral years ago, did not do any damage to the basic architec 
tural design qf_j|1ratnk - J\ jL\ffj.._

Kenneth E. Schnall provides this description: "The exterior of the 
church is constructed of a heavy brownstone which is a combination of both 
square and irregular shaped stone. A simple rectangular shape is used in 
tHe buttressing. The use of this irregular shaped stone fits quite well 
the sharp stone corniced gable and low oidd walls. Th_e__cj\urfih_.is._.c_ruciforjJ1- 
in shape and is similar in style to an early English couitry church. The 
outside walls are low and topped by a sharp pointed;shingle roof. The 
front gable which is the focal point from the street, has a sharp roofed 
bell cotte (or cote) with a single bell opening.; It is set on~tw6^ToTig set 
^pff, butressas that hold the center of the gable wall on each side of a 
center lancet window. The foundation is a heavy stone and extends beyond 
the line of the wall. The small windows in the side walls are set deep 
and are arranged between small but neavy buttresses with weatherings. .... 
Short walls of the transepts and the higher apse walls are like those in 
the front siae walls. The Suone cornicing ana window, design is also sim 
ilar to the front ana side walls. It is obvious that a real attempt was 
made to relate the materials and design in the newer additio is to the 
building as closely as possible to the original elements.

The church has a. long central nave, a deep chancel with a small apse, 
and snort transepts. The roof line in the nave and transepts has a steep 
pitch. A progression of principal rafters move down the length of the 
nave while the roof is supported by a set of five .heavy tie beams. These 
beams are set high in the pitch of the roof on heavy collar braces that 
transmit the weight of the roof to the lower wall. Short curved braces are 
set within the curve of the side of eac'i collar brace. These side support, 
extend aown to about the center of the wall ana are det on single heavy 
corbel. This heavy truss system that locks the high pitched ceiling to 
gether is in sharp contrast to the narrower, even rows of ceiling boards. 
A wide wooden hang molding runs the length of the wall separating the ex 
posed wooden roof end from the plaster wall. The roof in the transepts 
are similar to those in the nave except that support is provided by only 
one side brace aid collar. In addition to this added support, is pro 
vided a set of exposed heavy timber beams which are engaged in the gable 
walls of the transepts. The west gable wall of the church has a long flat 
rectangle that is pierced by three narrow lancet windows. A single window 
is set above two flanking ones so that they follow the shape of the wall. 
Stain glass in ell the windows is of a plain unadorned design which pro 
vides the church with a warm mellow light. The sills throughout the church 
have deep sloping sills that reinforce the lancet shapes of the 'Windows 
against the darker valves of the flat open areas of the wall. A doorwa 
below the middle of tha south wall provides entrance to the rear of the'Q 
church. A single but neavy molding covers the door at the interior rf^i^ 
This door like the rive windows in each of the side walls of the 
are set deep into the walls, suggesting their depth. ....The 
are wide with stone floors. A small arched door in the south trans 
leads to a s-nall chapal. that Mas ai on.-T.=H:U f.ha nhanp.ftl -—(Gnnt.1
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This church is of utmost significance because it is a clear example 
of the American Il propertt_^igliBh-il arish Gothic churches.

The architect of this church, Frank _ jJills^ tfas second to none as a 
master architect of churches in our country a "id Canada. He sho^s in the 
Gothic Revival style, skillful handling of churciies with ornarne itation 
^ITj^-th .utilitarian purposes, "ie is faithful to the ii/uropaan principles 
and precedents. He also designed in such a ^ay to save cost.

U
was Official Architect of the ^ew York jilccleoiolo^ical Society. 

He relied heavily oa his Newark works to fully support his place in history 
in the fast moving Gothic Revival i-ovement.

Christ (.ihurch ,\ras conceived by the Episcopal hishop Joane of New
Jersey as a free pew "house of prayer" especially for the working class
of Newark. Its location amon^ the factories of Newark attests to this.
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A similar room on the north side of the chancel is used as a sacristy. Some 
of the floor space in the south transept is used for amen peus and a bap 
tismal area. "....The chancel is not quite as tfide as the nave but is set 
quite deep. This appearance of depth is increased,because the chancel has a 
three step bema. /jith" a small apse beyond the altar. JThe deep chancel and aps 
ere added after the construction of the main part of the church. The entire 

chancel "and apse has a plaster ana lath ceiling that rests under an outer 
peaked roof. This can be observed from the outside of the church because a 
small rondo wioiow in the apse can.iot be sean in the interior indicating a 
higher outer roof. The cha.icel ceiling is a si.igle ribbed vault tfith a 
heavy center boss. The large arched entrance to the cha.icel is similar in 
shape to the srf.aH arched ope,ling to the apse. Both entrances are capped by 
a heavy hood molding. The corners of the chancel vault rest on four simple 
engaged columns with heavy but plain capitals. Lancet ^;iuov/s_are set high 
on each side tfall of the chancel and provide a bright light to"the open 
vault. The ./alls of the small apse are a continuation of the ribs in the 
chancel ceiling. These ribs divide the apse ^all into three distinct sec 
tions. The center section acts as a backdrop .for the large ^hite soapstone 
altar ^hich jas placed in the church some time after the building jas first 
built. A considerable part of the altar ^as cut do,m to keep it in tune 
,*ith the tastes of the present congregation. Heavy brass lanterns are sus 
pended from the tie beams indicating electric wiring must run between the 
beams. Closed gas ports can be observed in the side ./all chancel."

Congressional Representation

Clifford P. Case - United States Senator 
Harrison A. ,/illiams - United States Senator 
Peter .4. Rodino, Jr. - Congressman (10th Jistrict)


