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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The church is fouad ia a section of brosistoaes vary much the ssme in
style as tie church. The uetached varish bdildings; althouzh aot of the
swwsmd%}mmxmnpwdmmhtME.imQCMWdWwd therasfore, has the
aopaarance of an &aglish couatry church yard.

A fire, sevuoral yeors ago, Jid not Jdo any damage to the basic arcaitec-
4" tural design of rrodic Jillss.

Kennath k. Schnsall prov11es this uescription: " The exterior of the
church is coastructed of a haavy brosastons which is & combiaation of both
square and irregulsr shaped stoae., A simple rectangular shepe is used in
ths buttressiig. The use of this irregular shapad StOJe fits quite #ell
the sharp stone coraiced zable and low siuae 4alls,  The church is crucitform
ia shape and is similar in styls to aa early waglish couatry church., The
outside walls are low aad togped by a sharp poiated shiagle roof, ‘the
froat sable wshich is the focal poiat from the stresv has a sharp roofed
bell cotte (or cote) with a siagls bell osexing., It is sst oa two long set
off butressas that hold the ceater of the sable wall on sach side of a
centsr laiacet window. The fouadatioa is a heavy stoae aad sxtends beyoad
the 1line of the wall., The small wiadows in the side walls ars sat deep
and ars arvanged between small but neavy buttresses sith weatherings. ....
Short sells of the transepts and the higher apss wsalls are like those ia
the front side walls., The svoae coraicing aad Window design is also sim-
ilar to the froat aax side w7alls. It is obvious that a real attempt was
mede to relate the materisls aad dasign ia the aewser additioas to the
building as clossly as possible to the original elsmeats.

Tha churcn has a long caatral nave, a deep chancel with a small anse,
aad short i traasepts. The roof line 11 the nave and trainsspts has a steep
pitch. A progression of priacipel rait:rs move down the leagth of the
aave while the roof is supported by a set of five heavy ti:s baams. These
beams are set high in the pitch of the roof oa hsavy collar bracss that
traismit the weizht of the roof to the lowar wall., Short curved braces are
set w~ithin the curve of the side of eac'. collar brace, These side supports
extend aown to about the ceater of the wall aani are set oa single heavy
corbel. This neavy truss system that locks the high pitched ceiliang to-
gether is in sharp contrast to ths narrower, even rows of ceiling boards,
A wide wooden hang molding runs the leagth of ths wall separating the ex-
posad wooden roof end from the plaster wall. The roof ia the transepts
are similar to those ia the nave except that support is provided by only
one side brace aw collar. In addition to this added support, is pro-
vided a s2t of exposed heavy timber beams which are engaed ian the gable
walls or the transepts. The west gable wall of the church has a loag flat
rectan-sle that is pierced by thrse narrow laacet windows. A siigle window
is set sbove two flaanking oass so that they follow the shape of the wall,
Staia glass in ell the wiandows is of & plain uanadoraed design shich pro-
vides the church #ith a warm mellow light. The sills. throughout the church
have deep sloping sills that reinforce the laacet shapes of the windows
against the darker valves of tiie flat opea arszas of the wall. A doorwsz \
below the middle of tie svuth wall provides eatrance to the rear of thg€Q
church. 4 single but neavy molding covers the uoor at the interior b K
This door like the iive windo#s ia each of the side #alls oi the ch E@el <S>
ars set Jdeep iato the 4alls, suggesting their uepth. ....The traAsip$s§§y
are wide with stoae floors. A smali arched aoor in the south traas =
leads to a small chapel that i1ias alongside the chancal, (Cantd nnp(Y S
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ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This church is of utmost siganificance becauss it is a clear example
of the Amsrican "propsr'"_saglish 'arish Jothic churcihes.

The arciitect of this church, Fraak Jills, was secoad to none &as a
master architsct of churches in our country ad Canada, He shows in the
Gothic Revival style, Skllllul handliag of churcihes with ornamz1tation
But vith utilitarian purpose de is raithiul to the ifuropsaa priaciples
and prjcewents. e also Jd= algaed in such a way to save cost.

Wills was Cfuiicial Architect ol the Wew York scclesiological Society.
in the fast moving Gothic Revival Fovemeant,
Christ Church was coaceived by the dpiscopal Fishop uJoaas of dew

Jersey as a iree ped "house of prayer" especially for the working class
of dewark. Its location amoay the factories of Weaork attests to this.

He reiied heavily oa iis Nedark works to fully support his place in histon




Schaall, Kenasth B., & survsey of ucclesiestical isrchitecturs Built in
dewark from 1610-1065, 1905 thesis, Jdesark State Colle 2, dewark
Public Library

staatoa, rnogbe k., fhe jothic Ravival a il imerican Church architecturs,
Hopkias, 1Yo, riles spiscopal Jiocese ol H24erk -

4ills, rraak, ‘he Jothic wnevival sad americaa vhuarch arcaitecture, 18650,
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Section 7: Coatinued

A similar room oa the north side of the chaacel is used as a sacristy. Some
of the floor space ia the south transept is used for amea pews and a bap-
tismal ares. ....The chaacel is not quite as wide as the aave but is set
quite Jeep. This appearance of depth is increased because the chancel has a
three step bema sith a small apse beyond the altar. _The deep chaacsl aand apss
Laere added after the coastruction of the main part of the church. The eatire
chancel and apse has a plaster and lath ceiling that rests uader aa outer
peaked roof. This caa be obssrved from the outside of the church because a
small roado winiow in the apse caniot be seen ia the iatarior indicating a
higher outzsr roof., The chalcel ceiliag is a siagle ribbsd vault with a
haavy center boss. The large arched eatraance to the chaacel is similar in
shape to the swall arched opeaing to the apse, Both eatraices are capped by
a h2avy hood molaing. The cornsrs of the chaicel vault rest oa four simple
engaged columas with heavy but plaia capitals. Laacet Jiidows are set high
on each side wall of the chaacel aad provids a bright lisht to the opea
vault. The w#alls of the smull apse are a coantiauation of the ribs in the
chaacel ceiling, These ribs uivide the apse w#all iato thres distiact sec-
tions. The ceater sectioa acts as a backdrop for the large Jhite soapstone
altar shich w#as placed ia the church some time after the buildiang was first
built. A coasiderable part of the altar wes cut Jdoan to keep it in tune
sith the tastes of the present coagregatioa. I!eavy brass laanteras are sus=-
pended from the tis beams indicating electric wiriag must rua betseea the
beams. Closed gas ports cal be obsarved in the side wall chaacel,"
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