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The Coralville Town Hall is a plain, one-story building of red brick. Its
gable roof is covered with sheet metal, and a brick chimmey is at the
rear. On each side of the upper floor are segmental arched, 4/4 sash
windows. Windows in the raised basement are half the size of those above.
Star bolts on the front and side faces provide decoration as well as
structural support.

Extensive renovation in 1953 resulted in new plumbing, heating, lowering
the main floor ceiling, and conversion of the whole interior into space
for local government offices. In 1972, new front step railings were
added, and an old maintenance building removed. The exterior, however,
remains essentially as when first constructed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Coralville Union Ecclesiastical Church was built for the somewhat unusual
purpose of providing a place of worship and an early local govermment facility

in one structure. The first church in Coralville was a frame building, built

by members of the Methodist Episcopal congregation. After it burned (ca. 1880),

12 citizens, including members of this church, formed the "Coralville Union
Ecclesiastical Society". According to the Society's constitution, the goal of

the group was ''to promote true religion in connection with the church services

in this village'". An additional purpose, cited in the Articles of Incorporation
(1888-89) was ''to hold property for the conducting of religious meetings, including
...preaching. ..sunday school and prayer meetings."

The property held by the Society was the one-story brick building, built in the
late 1880's. Land for the church was donated by Charles E. Robinson, with the
stipulation that the first floor of the building would serve as a town hall

and community center and the upper floor for multi-denominational services.
Robinson's wishes were documented in the Articles of Incorporation, stating that
"any orthodox church (not Unitarian or Universalist) shall be allowed th use"

the building. On 29 July, 1889, further provision was made, that the basement
could be used “for all moral purposes (but not for dancing), such as a mumicipal
or town hall is used for, council meetings, socials...only the upper room shall be
dedicated for worship'.

This dual use of the small building was maintained until church groups no longer
met there, whereupon ownership reverted to the Robinson family. The town purchased
the building in 1921, and since then it has been used as a school, meeting house
for the Evangelical Free Church, and, most recently, as an administrative center
for the town government, and is now a museum.
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