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The Red Brick School i ssituated ona small | otclose tothestreet, just as it
was originally built i n1833. Wen first constructed i t had no playground area
or shade trees; as was customary at thetime i tsat right next t ot heroadway
with no thought for thetraffic or noise.

The 1 story painted redbrick building i sthree bays wide andthree long, with a
door i neach gable end. The main door on t hesouth facade has a three light transom
and i sflanked by a 6/5 wi ndow on each side. A w ndow on thenortheast sideof

the north elevation was made into a door recently t oneet code requirenmentsfor
neans of egress. Al | of theother windows are6/6 with plain sash and have brick
lintels which areslightly skew backed.

The school was built on a cut granite foundation, part of which has now been
patched with concrete. The original granite steps areintact, along with the old
mudscraper. There have been a fewalterations t othebuilding, including putting
toilet facilities i nthebasement, then moving them out adjacent t ot he school
during theDepression, andputting a coal fired furnace i nthebasenent t oreplace
a woodburning stove. | n1959thebuilding was declared unsafe by t hestate Conm
issioner of Education, but thetown immediately appropriated enough noney t ounder -
take t henecessary structural repairs, mostly i nthebasenent andattic. At

this time thecoal fired furnace was converted t ooil.

The exterior now shows a fewconcessions t othetwentieth century. Two metal
heating andventilating ducts adorn theroof, anda chainlink and pipe fence
surrounds theproperty. Shade trees, planted i n menoriumt odeceased schol ars

of theschool have been planted onthelawn; thelargest was dedicated t oHorace
Mann, who was born in Franklin on My 4, 1796, and enbodi ed Franklin'seducational
i deal .
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The RedBrick School in Franklin hasbeen virtually unaltered since it was built
in 1833, andhas been i n continuous use as a school since that time. | tis con-
sidered by many residents of the town t obe the nost significant building in the
community, and one which. symbolizes Franklin'sremarkable commitnent t opublic
education. '

At aneeting of theresidents of the Meetinghouse School District (also known as
the Centre School District andDistrict No. 1) onFebruary 11, 1833, it was
decided by avote of 22t 08 t obuild a newschool house. @n February 18, 1833
the Building Committee chaired by Col. Cleaveland reported ona plan for the new
school "to bebuilt of good bricks, 36 feet by 30 feet and Sh feet clear above
the floor, with a square roof, eleven wi ndows anda w ndow with the sane sized
glass above t heouter door." Thebuilding essentially exists nowas it was
described by the building committee. Thebricks for the building werereputedly
used asballast i nsailing., ships, andbrought t oFranjclin by ox cart when t he
bui I ding was put up.

The School was financially supported by the town year after year anda good nany
of Franklin'"sschool children were educated here. | twasused at various tines

for avariety of grades, from 1st through 12th. Finally however, the building was
deered unsafe andcl osed by the Massachusetts Commi ssioner of Education on My
27, 1959, 2h weeks before school recessed for thesumrer. This wasthe only
period i nits history that the building was not open during t heschool year.

The town quickly voted, at special town meeting, t o appropriate $ 7,000t o pay
for  thenecessary structural repairs, andtheRedBrick School opened again that
Septenmber. Wen the state Departnment of Education reconmended the phasing out of
the school as inefficient i n1970t hecitizens of Franklin again cane together to
save t heschool. The School Committee wrote i na public statement that "The Brick
School has stood through all these years as a living symbol of Anerica's dedication
to public education i nthecommunity that gave birth t o Horace Mann. Franklin

is privileged t ohave within its boundaries sosignificant a monument t othis
ideal." They voted against t hephasing out of t heschool, andthe school is still
being used for t heeducation of Franklin's children.

The determ nationof thecomunity t opreserve this school i n continuous use i s
hi ghly commendable. Thebuilding i sstill ideally suited for thefunctioni t

was built t ohouse, andwith thestrong support of thecomunity, will most [likely
stay i ncontinuous usefor sone time t o cone.
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Word Has Spread Abbu|Frgnk|iri* Ok

By DON MaoVIANUS

, 'Jugt gve pagple ther money'sworth and you'll get recognized for
it soone o later. Somdimes it may take 141 years d uncomplaining
AV, o, service but the recognition will come ,
..That isthe gory o the Red Brick Schod which began itsserviceto
* the gudents o Franklin in 1833, Today the aneroom sthod hauseis
; gill the hame d two dassesd kinder garten Sudentsper day.

* Franklin hasaways ssen the dgnificance d the schod, but word j
has oread. Lag weak the National Park Sarvice d the United Sates
Department d Interior gave the dd faithful servant the recognition it
deserves by addingit to the National Regiger d Higoric Places.

» Theindudon meansthe building cannat betom doan by federally-
financed prgects and that federal funds might be made available for
it for repairs (but that isnat very likdy).

- *"Tre real dgnificance o the move is that the schod is now
recognized by the federal govammeant asbeng higorically valuable, i

.The Franklin Higorical Commisdon originally nominated the |
ghod to the regiger lag fall. They weare backed up by the
Massachusdts Higorical Commision. Las wek State Secretary

* Paul Guzz annaunced the gpproval o the application by the federal j
Nogovanmat. .. - |
* The building isvirtually undchanged from what it looked like when
. ane Cdond Cleavdand, finished as chainnan o the building com;
mittee that built the schod for $74262

Snecethen it has gained indoar plumbing, a fumace, and a schoadl
vy ¢ yard. But Cal. Qeavel_and would have no trouble recognizing it, if he
‘were towalk doan Lincon Stredt taday.
* . Itsacardit to Franklin that the dd building has been pressrved and
" wdl usd for nearly a oentury and a half. Even pressure from the date
has nat foroed the toan to dase the historically significant schodl. Brick School , giving the town
, Twieinthe lagt two decadesthe Sate has voiodd its disapproval o
i theschod. In 199 the Sate Commisioner d education dosed the
ghod as unsafe But Franklin voterstodk to a gpedal tovm medting toy
" g the 17000 neded for therepairs. © o eee g
.. In 19/, the date again aded againg the schod. This' time the
. *Department o Education recommended phasing the schod aut as
ji:" inefficient.” But the Schod Conunittee tdd the sate what it could do
9= with effidency.
S, long befare the Bicentennial fever was sivesping the country,
with people renening thear interes in higorical Stes Franklin had
domn its fedings about preserving itsrich pad.

* "The dege'mination o the community to presarve this schod in
atinuous use is highly commendable” Guzzd said in a written
datement rdeassd with the announcamant. " The building , is till

. idedlly quited for the fundton it was built to house and with the grong

ppat o the community, will mog likdy gay in continuous use for
Lmetime to come”

It's nice to s= that the date is coming around to ssaing what
'ssamed as plain asday to pagplein thistoan all along.
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About Franklin's Oldest School

Brick School, giving the town its money's worth
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