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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Red Brick School i s situated on a small l o t close to the street, j u s t as i t 
was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n 1833. When f i r s t constructed i t had no playground area 
or shade trees; as was customary at the time i t sat r i g h t next to the roadway 
with no thought for the t r a f f i c or noise. 

The 1 story painted red brick building i s three bays wide and three long, with a 
door i n each gable end. The main door on the south facade has a three l i g h t transom, 
and is flanked by a 6/5 window on each side. A window on the northeast side of 
the north elevation was made into a door recently to meet code requirements for 
means of egress. A l l of the other windows are 6/6 with plain sash and have brick 
l i n t e l s which are s l i g h t l y skew-backed. 

The school was b u i l t on a cut granite foundation, part of which has now been 
patched with concrete. The o r i g i n a l granite steps are i n t a c t , along with the old 
mudscraper. There have been a few alterations to the building, including putting 
t o i l e t f a c i l i t i e s i n the basement, then moving them out adjacent to the school 
during the Depression, and putting a coal f i r e d furnace i n the basement to replace 
a woodburning stove. I n 1959 the building was declared unsafe by the state Comm­
issioner of Education, but the town immediately appropriated enough money to under­
take the necessary s t r u c t u r a l repairs, mostly i n the basement and a t t i c . At 
th i s time the coal f i r e d furnace was converted to o i l . 

The exterior now shows a few concessions to the twentieth century. Two metal 
heating and v e n t i l a t i n g ducts adorn the roof, and a chainlink and pipe fence 
surrounds the property. Shade trees, planted i n memorium to deceased scholars 
of the school have been planted on the lawn; the largest was dedicated to Horace 
Mann, who was born i n Franklin on May 4, 1796, and embodied Franklin's educational 
ideal. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Red Brick School i n Franklin has been v i r t u a l l y unaltered since i t was b u i l t 
in 1833, and has been i n continuous use as a school since that time. I t i s con­
sidered by many residents of the town to be the most s i g n i f i c a n t building i n the 
community, and one which.symbolizes Franklin's remarkable commitment to public 
education. ' 

At a meeting of the residents of the Meetinghouse School D i s t r i c t (also known as 
the Centre School D i s t r i c t and D i s t r i c t No. 1) on February 11, 1833, i t was 
decided by a vote of 22 to 8 to b u i l d a new school house. On February 18, 1833 
the Building Committee chaired by Col. Cleaveland reported on a plan for the new 
school "to be b u i l t of good bricks, 36 feet by 30 feet and 9h fee t clear above 
the f l o o r , with a square roof, eleven windows and a window with the same sized 
glass above the outer door." The building essentially exists now as i t was 
described by the building committee. The bricks for the building were reputedly 
used as ba l l a s t i n sailing., ships, and brought to Franjclin by ox cart when the 
building was put up. 

The School was f i n a n c i a l l y supported by the town year a f t e r year and a good many 
of Franklin's school children were educated here. I t was used at various times 
for a variety of grades, from 1st through 12th. F i n a l l y however, the building was 
deemed unsafe and closed by the Massachusetts Commissioner of Education on May 
27, 1959, 2h weeks before school recessed for the summer. This was the only 
period i n i t s history that the building was not open during the school year. 
The town quickly voted, at special town meeting, to appropriate $ 7,000 to pay 
for the necessary s t r u c t u r a l repairs, and the Red Brick School opened again that 
September. When the state Department of Education recommended the phasing out of 
the school as i n e f f i c i e n t i n 1970 the citizens of Franklin again came together to 
save the school. The School Committee wrote i n a public statement that "The Brick 
School has stood through a l l these years as a l i v i n g symbol of America's dedication 
to public education i n the community that gave b i r t h to Horace Mann. Franklin 
is privileged to have within i t s boundaries so s i g n i f i c a n t a monument to t h i s 
i d e a l . " They voted against the phasing out of the school, and the school i s s t i l l 
being used for the education of Franklin's children. 

The determination of the community to preserve t h i s school i n continuous use i s 
highly commendable. The building i s s t i l l i d e a l l y suited for the function i t 
was b u i l t to house, and with the strong support of the community, w i l l most l i k e l y 
stay i n continuous use for some time to come. 
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THE FRANKLIN , SENTINEL, Wed., Fi 

'yiyy.''^'^'\t^'^^-

Word Has Spread Abbu|Frqnk|iri'^ Ok 
By DON MacMANUS 

, 'Just give people their money's worth and you'll get recognized for 
it sooner or later. Sometimes it may take 141 years of uncomplaining 

^V; ,; service; but the recognition will come. , 
. . T h a t is the story of the Red Brick School which began its service to 
• the students of Franklin in 1833., Today the one-room school house is 
; still the home of two classes of kindergarten students per day.' 

• Franklin has always seen the significance of the school, but word j 
has spread. Last week the National Park Service of the United States 
Department of Interior gave the old faithful servant the recognition it 
deserves by adding it to the National Register of Historic Places. 
• The inclusion means the building cannot be tom down by federally-
financed projects and that federal funds might be made available for 
it for repairs (but that is not very likely). 

- * "The real significance of the move is that the school is now 
recognized by the federal govemment as being historically valuable, i 

.'The Franklin Historical Commission originally nominated the I 
school to the register last fall. They were backed up by the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission. Last week State Secretary 

• Paul Guzzi announced the approval of the application by the federal j 
'̂government. .. - I 

* The building is virtually unchanged from what it looked.like when 
. one Colonel Cleaveland, finished as chainnan of the building com-; 

mittee that built the school for $742.62. 
Since then it has gained indoor plumbing, a fumace, and a school 

•' yard. But Col. Qeaveland would have no trouble recognizing it, if he 
.'were to walk down Lincoln Street today. 
,•' ,. Its a credit to Franklin that the old building has been preserved and 
' well used for nearly a century and a half. Even pressure from the state 

has not forced the town to close the historically significant school. 
, Tvylce in the last two decades the state has voiced its disapproval of 

i' the school. In 1959; the State Commissioner of education closed the 
school as unsafe. But Franklin voters took to a special tovm meeting to; 

^ get the 17,000 needed for the repairs. 
:. In 1970, the state again acted against the school. This" time the 

. •Department of Education recommended phasing the school out as 
ji:"inefficient.'' But the School Conunittee told the state what it could do 

vy 

. 1 - . 

Brick School , giving the town 

y ^ 
; .•.••'-t-l 

a;-;%̂ '>' with efficiency. 
So, long before the Bicentennial fever was sweeping the country, 

with people renewing their interest in historical sites. Franklin had 
shown its feelings about preserving its rich past. 

• "The determination of the community to preserve this school in 
continuous use is highly commendable," Guzzi said in a written 
statement released with the announcement. "The building , is still 

. ideally suited for the funciton it was built to house, and with the strong 
support of the community, will most likely stay in continuous use for 
some time to come." 

It's nice to see that the state is coming around to seeing what 
'seemed as plain as day to people in this town all along. 



THE FRANKLIN SENTINEL. Wed., February 11. 1976 

About Franklin's Oldest School 

Brick School, giving the town its money's worth 
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