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1. Name of Property

historic name Stetson Hall (preferred)

other names/site number Randolph Town Hall

2. Location

street & number 6 South Main Street not for publication
city or town Randolph vicinity

state  Massachusetts code MA county Norfolk code 021 zip code 02368

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this >/ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national statewide /_local
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Stetson Hall
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

private X building(s)
X public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

GOVERNMENT/town hall
COMMERCE/business/office building
EDUCATION/school

RECREATION AND CULTURE/hall
SOCIAL/meeting hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

MID-19™ CENTURY/Greek Revival

Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)

Norfolk, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

1 0 buildings
0 0 sites

0 0 structures
1 1 objects

2 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

RECREATION AND CULTURE/hall
COMMERCE/business/office building
GOVERNMENT/municipal building

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation:  STONE/granite
walls: WOOD/clapboard

roof: ASPHALT SHINGLE

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as
its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Smmary Paragraph

Seson HaH. 6 South Main Stredt. (1842, RAN. 25) isaGresk Revivd-gylecivic building prominently podtioned a the
town center. Located in amixed-use area of commerdd, indtitutiona, and resdentia congruction. Setson Hall andhars
the southeestam ad of Cravford Souere, formed by the intersection of North Main Street (Stlate Routes 139 ad 28),
South Man Sregt (State Route 28), Union Stredt (State Route 139), and North Sredt. The building ocooupies an devated
dteon agranite ledge, which forms the sub-grade foundation of the building. Granite curbing defines the wetem
frontage an South Man Stredt, gpproximatdy 60 feet from the building, ad granite curbing ad a granite retaining wall
define the northem frontage on Union Sirest, goproximeatdy 40 feet from the building. Stetson Hall's northwesterly
orientation on the dte dlowsthe building's dreet (west axd north) devations to be viewed from the north, an North Man
Sret, from a digance of nearly ane mile. Landscaping dong the dreet devations condgts of turf aress dotted with
dedduous tress ad drubs A curved driveway pessng in front of the building is now largely confined to pedestrian uss
avehicular driveway from South Main Street leeds to paved parking lots dong the southem and eessiem edges of the
property. Directly in front of the faBede, betwean the curved driveway add South Main Stredt, is the town's Civil Wa
Memorid (1911, RAN.900, photo 7), conggting of a bronze soldier (Frederick Kohlhegen, sculptor) mounted on a sone
bese axdflankedby cannons Also in front of the building is aflagpol ethat is noncontributing due to its 1961 erection.

Narrative Dexription

Sason Hall isthe largest and most monumentd examnple of the Grask Revivd Syle extant in Randolph. The 2/2-dary,
temple-front building features a pedimented portico with s fluted lonic coumns and amonumanta granite gair (photos
1to 3). The man block,fivebays aoass ad sevenprincipa bays degp (exduding the full-width portico), is
goproximeatdy 60 feet aoross and 0 feet long, with agranite-block foundation and afull besamnat. At the southeest
comer of the main block, atwo-gory, gabled latera wing, congructed in 2001 and known &s the devator ad toilet room
addition (photo 3, right; phato 4, left), replaces an earlier saries of latera additions condructed bewean 1882 ad ca
1898 The devator addition, which istwo bays aorass ad three bays degp, hes a conarete deb-on-grede foundation.

The geble roofs of bath the 1842 building ad the 2001 addition are sheethed plywood covered with tar pepa ad
geavVgey achitecturd-grade agphelt shingles. BEvidance reveded in 1996, when the building wes lagt re-roofed,
ugoedts the roof wes origindly dad with wide pine-board sheathing covered with wood shingles A redHorick dhimney
projects from the south dope of the roof, gpproximatdy twenty feet from the front of the pediment. The octagond aupda
(photos 3 ad 4), added to the roof ridge in 1866, festures round-arched openings framed by heavy millwork malding,
and containing omamentd grilles bearingflowermoatifs. In addition to the plain frieze and agohelt shingle roof sean
dsanvhere on the building, the cupdlaretainsapair of ar homs indaled at the peek of itsroof in 19151916 & pat of

the muniapd fire departmeant darm sydem.

Sason Hall's origind pine dgpboards covered wide pine or chestnut-board sheathing & horizontadly.  They weare
replaced in the 1880s The fagteners usad to inddl duminum Sding in 1972 caused extensve Splitting and breskege to
the underlying dgpboards on the ddes (north and south devations) of the building; these dgpboards were rgdlacsd with
ostlr dgpboardsin 1998 during an exterior rehabilitation project. The 2001 addition <o hes osdar dgpboards

Domingting the feBede (wext devation) is the full-width, pedmented portico. Its Sxflutedodumns ae of the lonic
order, with large volutes and no beses eech redting on alow, souere granite block. The columins carry abroed, plan
enteblature, which extands to the remaning devaions a eave levd. At the center of the pedimeant is a"globe window,"

(continued)
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whaose curved muntins give the window the gppearance of aglobe. Itsglazing is supported by four curved horizontal
muntins and five curved vertical muntins. These muntins display the same narrow pointed profile found on surviving
origina window saeh on the faBade and reer elevation (sse below). The globe window, which had been removed from
the pediment during renovations in 1928, was discovered in the attic Sorage goace above the portico, subsequently
restored by Henry Rota, and retumed to itsoriginal position in November 1999.

Behind the portico, the front wall of Stetson Hall emulates the portico with comer pilasters consgtructed of tongue-and-
groove boards incorporating beses and capitas of millwork trim. Three paired entries on the first floor roughly divide the
facade into thirds. The center entry incorporates atwelve-light, 6/6 transom, while six-light transoms survive over the
andler flanking entries. Each entry retains six-paneled double doors. On the second floor, over eech entry, isalarge
window containing 88 wood sash. Thesewindows, as well as the entry openings, have heavy rounded moldingswith
beeded edgesand bull's-eye comer blocks. Narrow six-light secondary windows, placed between the entries on thefirst
floor and the principa windows on the sscond floor, are hinged to swing out. These Colonial Reviva-style windows are
not presant ina 1927 photograph of Stetson Hall, and gppear to dateto the 1928 renovations. While the two narrow first-
floor windows are replacements for earlier, larger windows with double-hung saeh, the narrow second-floor window
openings were new in 1928. A gonetablet, mounted on the wall north of the center entry, records the contributions to
the town of Amasa Stetson, donor of the building in 1842. Thismemorid, originally centered on the frieze of the portico,
was shifted to its current position after 1927, and probably by 1954, when the town restored the tablet.

Side (north and south) elevations of the main block (photos 2 and 3), like the facade, are clad in dagpboards, witha
continuation of the comer pilasters and broad frieze. Windows on the first and second floors are digned vertically over
the four-light besament windows in the granite foundation. Windows on the first floor contain 88 wood saeh, while
those on the second floor contain 12/12 wood saeh, reflecting the taller goace of the assambly hall a thet level. Windows
ae trimmed infour-inch-wide, low-relief millwork moldingswith mitered comers. The only entry on these devationsis
Stuated a the northeest comer of the north elevation, where arecessad doorway with molded comice and flat-board
aurround was instaled, ca 1912, between the rear comer pilagter and the first window bay. Thisentry, which retainsa
sx-pand wood door and three dressed-granite gteps, was restored and renovated in 2007 to provide besament egress
Thetown's police depatment maintained an officein this comer of Stetson Hall from the 1910s to 1960.

Therear (eest) elevation (photo 4) retains clapboard siding and comer pilagters carrying abroad frieze benegth the
pedimented gable. Dominating this eevation isatwo-story projecting pavilion (1916), three bays acrass and one bay
deep, displaying wood louvered gable vents withflat-boardtrim in the pediment. An integral porch on thefirst floor
displays four square piers that frame the rear entrance to the building; the two inner piers are panded, while the two outer
piers continuethe flat profile of the comer pilasters above. The universal accessramp and the wood baludrades ae later
additions. The piers support the enclosed second floor, which corresponds to goece a the rear of the assambly hall Sage
on theinterior. The second-floor dement retains dapboard siding and the same omamentd features of the main block:
comer pilagters, broad frieze, and pedimented gable. Narrow molding provides atransition from the trim board on the
first floor to the clgpboard siding on the sscond level. Flanking this pavilion onthe second gory ae narrow, 12/12
windows with wood sagh. The porch deck is composed of four-inch-widefir boards.

Farthest from South Main Street and Union Stregt isthe two-story devator and toilet room addition (photo 3, right, and
photo 4, |eft), built in2001 as alaterd ell projecting from the main block. Designed to complement the main block while
being readily distinguished, the addition achieves visua separation from the main block on itswest devation (photo 3,
right), which isdlightly sepped back at the first window bay, and its eest devation (photo 4, |eft), which is Sepped back
by the width of the main block's comer pilaster. The addition's pedimented end wall with broad frieze on the south
eevation echoes the trestment of the gable ends of the main block. Comers of the addition are trimmed with Smple
pilagters that have flat boards, but lack the molding caps and beses saan on the pilasters of the main block. Window
openings ae al of the same Sze, containing 6/6 wood sseh st into vinyl tracks, and are trimmed inflat boards. Onthe
reer (eest) elevation of the addition, apanded sed utility door with bracketed door hood leedsto the dectrica room, and
(continued)
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alow dormer a thejuncture of the addition and main block formsthe top of the elevator shaft. Thisaddition dso houses
restroom facilities on both the first and second floorsthat meet accessibility requirements.

Plan and Interior Finishes

On the first floor. Stetson Hall hes acenter corridor that extends through the main block from front to back (photo 5).
Officesflankthis halway for much of its length, with two exceptions. At the southwest (right front) comer of themain
block, behind the center and south (right) entries on the fafade, isthe foyer, which incorporates a sair to the assambly
hall on the second floor. At the southeest (right rear) comer of the main block isthe G. A. R. (Grand Army of the
Republic) Hall, which is maintained as asmal museum with gatic digplaysin built-in, glassendosed cases The G. A.
R. Hall provides acoess to the devator and restroom facilitiesin the 2001 addition.

Most of the first-floor circulation gpaces and rooms in the main block retain plaster walls with wood trim and pressd tin
ceilings. Thetin ceilings, added to the building during the 1928 renovation, display two different pattems. One pattem,
consigting of a recessad series of squaresdivided by plain beading, isfound in the foyer and corridor. The ssoond
pattemn, present on the office ceilings, condgts of afour-peta flower motif with acurved-bracket border. Trim on eech
pattem incorporates a fluted comice with a curved-bracket border. Origina office entries opening into the corridor have
wood doors with opague glazed upper panels, and rectangular transoms above.

Ondisplay inthe G. A. R. Hall isapair of hooded and footed marble tablets (1867), each approximately ten feet high,
andflankedby cannon barrels rendered in marble, inscribed with the namesof Randolph's Civil War deed in gilded
lettering. Thetablets originallyflankedthe stagein the second-floor assembly hall, and were moved to thefirst floor in
the early 20* century. Also displayed in the G. A. R. Hall isaportrait of the building's donor. Major Amasa Stetson,
commissioned by the town of Randolph in 1843 and painted by James Frothingham (1786-1864) of Charlestown.

Two dairs connect the first and second floors: the principa gair for the public half-tum gair with landings a the main
block's southwest (right front) comer; and the straight gtair (built in 1916) in the main block's northeest (l€eft rear) comer.
In addition, an evator in the 2001 addition connects both levels. Smadl rooms a the front of the building on the second
floor are devoted to catering service, dorage aress and an additional restroom. Thefinishesof the gair halls and sscond-
floor corridor a the reer of the assambly hall (parallel to the facade of the building) are similar tofini shespresent onthe
first floor. Entriesto the assembly hall contain four- or six-paneled wood doors, with both Sngle and paired
configurations present. Wood trim includes chair rails and heavy molding, framing the entries and windows.

The double-height assembly hall and sage (photo 6) occupy most of the goece on the second floor. Oriented with the
dege a the eedt end and the bacony a the west end, the assambly hall hes aplastered vaulted ceiling, configured during
renovations in 1866, when the bottom chord of eech roof tmss was cut away to increase ceiling height. Some
architectural detailing datesto the late 19" or early 20th century. A Colonia Reviva-style comiceringing the hall
conggts of adentil course surmounted by serpentine profile molding, inset plaster pands bearing arecessed Gresk key
motif, and crown molding st againg atop cap. The molded plaster proscenium arch (1913, executed by plaster modder
A. M. Zottoli) incorporates relief omament depicting fruit and foliage, and gilded borders depicting bundles of red
intertwined with ribbons. The gpandrels (upper outer comers) of the arch are painted. Moldings gpplied to the wall
ebove the sage add further visua interest. The depth of the dage was increased in 1916 with the addition of the two-
dory projecting pavilion on the reer elevation (sse above). Wood trim on the doors flanking the dage incorporates insst
pands above each door, capped with aheavy comice. Chair railsand picturerailsdso are presant.

(continued)
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Two dairs connect the second floor arid bacony level: the continuation of the principal stair a the southwest (right
front) comer, and ahalf-tum gtair with landing a the main block's northwest (left front) comer. The latter Sair
originally extended to the first floor as well; the mn below the sscond floor was removed during the 1928 renovations
and replaced with sorage goaces. The bacony is an open gpacewith awood floor consisting of low, broad seps Wood
trim includes matchboard wainscoting with adado cgp enclosing the two gtairs, and horizontal boards used for the
wainscoting on Sde and reer walls.

Civil War Memorial

Located on the front lawn directly in front of Stetson Hall, the memoria (1911, RAN.900, photo 7) condgs of a bronze
datue on agranite pedestd, flanked by mounted cannons and cannon balls. The eight-foot satue, sculpted by Frederick
Kohlhagen (name inscribed a base), depicts aCivil War soldier in battle attire, advancing on his left foot and carrying
hisrifled musket in hisright hand. The twelve-foot pedestd hes abese gpproximately six-feet-square, tapering to dightly
over three feet quUare a the top. A projecting sone course bears incised five-point gars around the four Sdes of the
pedestd, just below the top. On the front of the pedestd is a goread-winged eagle and shidld carved in relief abovethe
inscription: IN MEMORY OF OUR/SOLDIERSAND SAILORS1861-1865. The north face depicts an anchor ad
chain in relief, and the south face depicts crossad cannon barrels inrelief  Flanking the Satue are cannonson done
mounts, bearing the initidls"G. A. R.," and adjacent piles of cannon balls. The memoria contributes to the property's
significance. Theflagpol e(late 20* century) is Stuated immediately north of the statue, between the satue and a mounted
cannon.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are known onthe Stetson Hall property, Stes may be present. Forty andient sites
ae recorded in the generd area(within one mile). Mogt dtesare located to the eedt of the nominated property in uplands
bordering the Cochato River and itstributaries. Environmental characterigtics of the property exhibit some locationa
criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of Native stes. While no dreams
rivers, or ponds are currently located within 1,000 feet of the property, USDA soil survey mgpsidentity wet arees near
the property that may have been subgtantid wetlands, possibly ponds, a somepoint in the pagt. Paeoenvironmentd
reconstmction is nesded to fully assess the wetland potentid for thisarea. Level to moderate dope characterizes the
property; however, the USDA soil survey aso characterizes this areaas urban land, testifying to the amount of
devdopment that hes occurred in the area. Current ground surfaces may be afunction of urban constmction. Given the
above information, the small sze of the property (Iessthan one acre), and the extent of historic constmction, the potentia
to recover ancient Native American resourcesis low.

The potentid for locating historic archaeological resources on the Stetson Hall property ismoderate to high. Stmcturd
remains may survive from the large mansion built by Samud Bassin 1782, on the site now occupied by Stetson Hall.
Two potential Stesexist for the Bassmangon. In 1842, the mansion was moved off itsoriginal 1782 Site to the rear of
the building lot prior to congtmction of the Stetson Hall town house. A portion of the town house may have actudly bean
built on part of the origina Bassmanson foundation. The Bass manson was later moved to athird Ste on Depot Stree,
where it was subsegquently demolished.

Stmcturd evidence of bams, stables, outbuildings, and archaeologica evidence of occupationd-related features (trash
pits, privies, wells) may exist with both the Bassmanson stesand Stetson Hall. Archaeological evidence of
congtmction features (1842) and evidence of remodeling in 1866 and 1928 for Stetson Hall may dso exidt.

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Stetson Hall Norfolk, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

Amatelr archaenlogical excavations conducted on the Setson Hall property testify to the integrity of archeedlogica
resources located inthe area 1n 2001, during excavation for the foundation of the devator addition to Setson Hall, a
tragh pit wes discovered overlaying a smdl outbuilding foundation, possbly aprivy. Thebesd layers of the Imdure
contained artifacts dating to ca 1780, with the upper laye's of the depost containing artifacts dating to ca 1842 seded by
adeilelaye of sady soil that formed the backfill to Setson Hall. Oreinterpretation of the dmdure ad rdaed
atifacts isthat it wes the privy and later the tragh depogt for the Samud Bass manson (ca 1782). Nearby, ae hundred
begs of artifacts wererecovered. During excavation of utility trenches near the southeedt boundary of the Site, a large
numbe of artifacts were found dating to ca 1880-1920. Soe of the artifects were reportedly congstent with housshold
dduris and horse hamesses used to drawf i redepartmant goparatus. Afirehousestood just south of Setson Hall from ca
1872 until 1972

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, oris likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.;

Property is:

A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace orgrave.

a cemetery.

areconstructed building, object, or structure.
acommemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

(Expires 5/31/2012)

Norfolk, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

ARCHITECTURE

COMMERCE

EDUCATION
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION
POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance

1842-1961

Significant Dates

1842 (construction of Stetson Hall)
1866 (remodeling)

1928 (remodeling)

Significant Person

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
John Edmund Kelley (1928 remodeling)

The period of significance extends trom the date of congtruction to fifty years from the present.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

N/A
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

A wdl-preserved civic building in the Gresk Revivd style. Stetson Hall. 6 South Main Street.(1842. RAN.25), is
Randolph's first town house, and one of very few 19™-century ingtitutional buildings surviving in the town. Magor Amesa
Season (1769-1844) of Dorchester (now Bogton) funded construction of the hall as agift to his native town, and provided
an endowment, known as the Stetson School Fund, for the adminigtration of the building, as well as for the boys

acadamy etablished there. AsRandolph grew from a smdl agricultural townto anationally dominant manufacturer of
boots in the 18505, Setson Hall served as afocal point for the community's civic and socid life, and continued to be
asodaed with the municipal functions of the town throughout the period of significance. Retaining integrity of

location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association. Stetson Hall meats Criteria A and Cof the
National Regiger of Historic Placesa the local level.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

Architecture - Stetson Hall isthe only Gresk Reviva municipa building extant in Randolph. The faade, or west
devation, iscertainly its mogt impressive, dominating the streetscgpe of North Main Street for adistance of nearly one
mile. The facades most prominent festures are the six lonic columns a the portico, and acircular window in the
pediment with muntins that correspond to the lines of aglobe. The building retains many of its historic features both
indgde and out, including remnants (now covered) of trompe |'oeil decorative painting applied in 1866 to the walls ad
ceiling of the second-floor hall. Comparable domegtic architecture in the community is generdly only one or VA dories
tall with an asymmetrica plan. Only ahandful of Gresk Revival dwellingsin the town have a columned porch, generdly
on one dde of the house. A short digtance from Stetson Hall, the 2/2-gory Matthew Clark House. 23-25 North Street (ca.
1340, RAN. 18), built for a shoe manufacturer, is one of the better-presarved, large-scade Gresk Reviva-gylehouses in
Randolph, with awragp-around columned porch, though not displaying atemple-front configuration. The 1/2-dory
dwelling a 43 Rod Strest (third quarter 19" century, RAN.319) displays awide, plain frieze with comer pilagters, ad
fluted columns marking integral entry porches & the two front comersof the house. One feature that Stetson Hall shares
with its domedtic contemporaries isin the interior and exterior decorative trim dements, especidly those framing
windows and doors, of which comparable examples may be found in saverd homes dong North and South Main Stregts

Commerce - From itsinception. Stetson Hall was to sarvethe citizens of thetown "in the conduct of their public
budness," and ds0 sarve as aplace of business. According to Amasa Stetson'sdonation in 1842, offices, or
"gpatments,” wereto be let to busnesses or other tenants, the profits of which were to go towards the support of Setson
Academy, and the building that housad it. For more than 50 years, rentsfrom the first floor offices of the Randolph
National Bank, predecessor to the Randolph Savings Bank, heped to support the cost of maintaining the building, dong
with rentas of the second-floor assambly hall, and income from investments administered by the three-member dected
Board of Tmgees. Tenants ds0 included local religious societies that did not have parmeanant facilities, among them the
Church of the Unity, or the Unitarian Church, which held servicesin the hall for many yearsuntil building achurch a
120 North Main Strest (ca. 1889-1892. RAN.126y

Education - Stetson dso made a provision for the establishment of aboy's academy, where boys would be taught
"practical subjects’ that would properly preparethem for the busnessworld. Heindicated thet if the town wished to pay
for the education of girls and modify the academy into a public high school, he would have no objections. Both Sietson
Academy and its sucoessor, Setson High School, occupied rooms in the reer third of the first floor of the building. In
1862, asmdl doakroom or vestibule was congmcted a the southeest comer of the building to provide a separate
entrance for sudents, as well as sorage goace for clothing. Stetson High School occupied the reer third of thebuilding's

(continued)
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first floor until the end of the winter term inearly 1909, when the town opened anew building for Stetson High Schodl a
41 South Main Street (1906-1908, RAN.129).

Entertainment/Recreation - Asacenter of locd culturd lifein 19* century Randolph, Stetson Hall hogted avariety of
lecturers as part of the efforts by local organizations to bring literary sudiesto the town, particularly during the period
from 1855 to 1875. Perhgps one of the mogt noteworthy presentations was that given in October, 1872, by Samud
Clemens (Mark Twain), as part of alecture series sponsored by the Grand Army of the Republic. For more thana
century. Stetson Hall dso served as the town's principal venue for both musical entertainment and professiona ad
amateur dramatic performances. One of the mogt popular actsof the early years of the Hall was the Hutchinson family
("AsaB., Lizzie C, ad little Freddi€"), atraveling troupe that performed avariety show of popular music. Themusica
entertainment with the longest tenure performing & Stetson Hall was the annua Christmas Day concert, given from 1852
to 1910 by the Old Stoughton Musical Society, the oldest continuous musical organization in the United States Later in
the century, minstrel shows, both professional and ameateur, were presented. Stetson High School plays were performed
on the gage of Stetson Hall even after the high school moved to new facilitiesin 1909, continuing there until the
congmction (1953) of thetown's third high school building, the present Randolph High School a 70 Memorid Parkway.
From 1920 to 1938, Setson Hall's second floor dso sarved as Randolph's first movie theeter, where first slent films
were shown with live piano accompaniment, followed later by "talkies," often in combination with a dance or other socid
entertainment.

PoliticsGovernment - As Stetson Hall wes the seet of town govemment for more than 150 years, the second-floor
asambly hall held debates that shagped the landscepe and the history of the community and the nation. In 1860, both
Lincoln and Douglas supporters rallied a Stetson Hall in the days preceding the November eection. 1n 1866,
controversy over the Town Meeting vote to enlarge Stetson Hall was one of the precipitating eventsthat led to the
sgpardion of the village of Eagt Randolph, incorporated in 1872 as the town of Holbrook. Town Mesting was conducted
a Setson Hall from 1842 until 1954, when the venue wiss shifted to the auditorium of the newly completed Randolph
High School a 70 Memoria Parkway. Municipal offices initially occupied goece on the first floor of Stetson Hall. As
the town grew in Sze and complexity, town offices expanded to meet the need, eventudly exceeding the cgpacity of the
first floor offices, and leading to the partitioning of the second-floor assambly hall inthe mid 1950s to creste more office
goece. Most municipa offices were rdocated to another town building in 1995, alowing the historic rehabilitation of
Setson Hall, including arestoration of the second-floor assambly hall to its historic configuration. From 1858 to 1861,
the building briefly sarved as the armory for the Randolph Light Infantry, avolunteer military company, when the group
was mugered into sarvice a Stetson Hall as Company D of the 4* Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, aong with Compeany
E of the 35* Massachusetts During the Civil War, Stetson Hall housed arecmiting office for Union Army soldiers.

Socid History - During the early years of Setson Hall, Randolph, like the rest of the nation, was engaged in various
efforts for socid reform. Following the potato blight in Ireland, meetings were hald & Stetson Hall to coordinete local
relief efforts for the famine sufferers. The loca "Cold Water Army," or temperance movement, held programs a Stetson
Hall in the 1850s, and scattered referencesin citizen reminiscences of the time suggest that there may have been medings
a Setson Hall in support of the abalition of davery. During the Civil War, locd churchwomen and the Ladies Library
Asociation met a Setson Hall to gather supplies, meke bandages, and pick lint for the use of the U.S. Sanitary
Commission. A similar practice was carried out inWorld Wer | by the local chapter of the Red Cross Asone of the
largest hdls intown, the second fioor was frequently the site of church suppers and church fairsduring the 19 century.
Following World War | and World Wer 11, citizens welcomed back their retuming soldiers with banquetsa Stetson Hall.

(continued)
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Developmenta history/additional historic context information (if gppropriate)

Randolph isa suburban community located approximately fourteen miles south of Boston, twelve miles southeast of
Dedham, and seven miles west of Weymouth. Thetown isbordered by Milton and Quincy on thenorth, Braintree onthe
northeast, Holbrook on the southeast, Avon and Soughton on the southwest, and Canton on the northwest. In 1634, the
area now encompassing Randolph, the Highlands section of Braintree to the northeast, and Holbrook to the east, was
known by the native term Cochato, meaning "swift flowing." Thename referredto theriver (now abrook) in Randolph
located near the Holbrook boundary. Drainagein Randolph ispredominantly to the northeast via the Monatiquot River in
Braintree to Massachusetts Bay, though the Cochato River flows northerly to meet the Monatiquot. Randolph is located
onirregular, glacially shaped uplands, and soil isrocky with numerous outcroppings {MHC Town Report].

Located along the axis of routes south of Neponset to the interior shore, Randolph was claimed by Braintree (set off from
Boston and incorporated 1640), though most acreage was Boston common land. Original boundaries of Randolph
included on the south, the Old Colony Line (1640) dividing the Massachusetts Bay and Plymouth colonies, and, onthe
west, the Dorchester Grant Line (1636) dividing Dorchester and Boston [MHC Town Report].

The Randolph areawas settled comparatively late for eestam Massachusetts, and was dow to develop. Theterritory now
Randolph was part of the Braintree south precinct (1708), and the Braintree new south, or third, precinct (1727), with a
mestinghouse located a what is now Crawford Square. Though the areasaw little sattlement before 1700, the period
from 1712 to 1727 was one of significant population growth, with an influx of people from Braintree as well es Scituate,
located gpproximately 25 milesto the east in Plymouth County. The local economy conssted of farming and grazing in
the summer; and hunting, trapping, and lumbering in the winter months. There was little milling in Randolph due to low
weter volume; scattered gristmills and asawmill existed in the 18 century.

Shoemaking becamefirmly established in the Randolph areaaround the mid 18+ century, and by the 1770s, the
handicraft, or cottage, Sage of the industry was well advanced. Custom work was done for specific customers, often out
of kitchen dls or specid shopsknown as "ten-footers.” Extant development from this period tekesthe form of scattered
farmgteads dong the principal road from Braintree to points south (following North Street to South Main Strest).

The loca shoeindustry expanded inthe late 18* century, particularly with the introduction of bootmaking. By the 17905
boots mede in Randolph were being sold in Boston. The division of labor in boot and shoemaking, and the establishment
of centrd shopsin which the various phiases of the processwere "put out” to domegtic shoamakersto complete a home,
characterized the domegtic dage of the industry in Randolph. While the industry propelled the local economy during this
period, agriculture and limited milling continued.

As Braintreg's new south precinct, Randolph had amestinghouse and schoals, hired and supported aminister, and hired
schoodmagters. The precinct became increasingly sdlf-reliant in administering its own affairs. Resdents of the town's
north precinct sucosaded in separating from Braintree and forming the town of Quincy in 1792, spurring on a similar
effort in Braintre€'s third (new south) precinct. Incorporated on 9 March 1793, the town of Randolph was reportedly
named for Peyton Randolph (ca 1721-1775) of Virginia, goesker of the House of Burgessss of the Virginia colony, and
chairman of the first and second Continental Congressesin 1774-1775 [Cooke, 23; Hayward, 249; Nason, 427; Colonia
Williamsburg].

Randolph numbered 1,021 inhabitants in 1800. Establishment of regiona tumpikes through Randolph in the early 19*
century spurred growth in the corridors, radiating from the town center (known as the west village) and the westem
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section of town, known as Tower Hill. The BlueHill Tumpikefrom Boston followed North Main Street and South Main
Stregt (now Route 28), and the South Boston & Taunton Tumpike followed High Street. Another shoemeking center
developed on the eet Sde of Randolph, known as the eest village. 1n 1818, a separate Congregationd parish with its
owvn medinghouse was established a the east village. Union Street (now Route 139) connected the two villages.

Centrd Square, now known as Crawford Square, continued to be the institutional focus and center of concentrated
stlement of the west village. By 1825, the medtinghouse was shifted to the west Sde of the squarefrom itsorigina
location at the northem comer of Central Square (now occupied by a park between North Street and North Main Strest)5
with congmction of the Third Meetinghouse (1825, RAN.43). Thisnew dte is currently occupied by the Fifth
Medtinghouse or First Congregational Church of Randolph. 1 South Main Street (1936, RAN.44); the older building, its
degple removed, was moved neerby to 31 North Street to meke room for congmction of the fourth meetinghouse (bumed
1936).

The 1840 mgp of Randolph provides details on the town in the yearsimmediately before constmction of Setson Hall.
Randolph's 3,232 inhabitants occupied 500 dwelling housesand included 677 families. Industry included 35 "extensve"
boot and shoefactories, alarge number of smdler boot and shoe establishments, two sawmills, two shingle mills, two
gristmills, and amorocco (leather) factory. There were ten public schoolhouses, the private Randolph Academy
(incorporated 1833) in the west village, with an enrollment between 80 and 100 hundred students, and an athenaeum in
the eedt village with 220 volumes. The two villages eech had a Congregationa church, a Baptist church, and apost
office. Thetown aso supported the Randolph Bank (incorporated 1836) and one hotel, both located in the west village.

Town Meeting crested acommittee in March 1842 to determine a location for constmction of a town house or town hall.
For 114 years, civic business had been conducted in the medtinghouse [McCarthy, timeling]. The nesd for atown house
not only reflected the increasing separation of church and gate, but dso an increesing sophidtication of loca govemment
that required greater record-keeping and storage capabilities. Thisincreasing Sze and complexity of town govemment
led to town offices eventudly dominating al of the floor oecea Setson Hall during Randolph's dramatic growth asa
"bedroom suburb” in the yearsfollowing World War 11, In addition, the total population of Randolph hed practically
doubled between 1825 and the construction of the 1840 Third Medtinghouse. By 1840, when the towns popul ation sood
a 3,232, and 865 polls, contributing to the neaed for alarger assambly hall for Town Meeting.

Major Amasa Stetson (1769-1844) of Dorchester offered to provide the town of Randolph with atown house for the use
and enjoyment of the citizens, and for "the conduct of their public business” Bom in the Braintree precinct (later
incorporated as the town of Randolph), Stetson was the son of John Stetson, a shoemiaker, and Rachd Paine. After
leaming the trade, he moved to Boston, where he was a boot manufacturer with his brother, Samud Stetson. Amesa
Setson married RebeccaKettell of Boston in 1798; the couple, who had no children, resded in Dorchester, where Amesa
Setson isburied. Asamember of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts, Stetson participated
in the expedition agang Shayss Rebellion in 1787; was acaptain in the Legionary Brigade of Bogton in 1799; ad
saved as mgjor of the Third Sublegion of Infantry in 1803. During the War of 1812, Stetson received an gppointment
from Presdent James Madison to the office of Commissary for the District of Massachusetts. Serving in that position
until hisresignation in 1816, Stetson purchased military supplies, superintended the production and distribution of
clothing and equipment, issued ammunition, and rendered myriad services, gpparently often advancing his own funds ad
borrowing on his own credit, according to adetailed lega claim seeking remuneration from the Federd govemment,
which wes prepared on his behalf in 1827 [The Claim of Amasa Stetson].. Stetson was a0 dected date senator. He
amasd a large fortune (vaued a over $500,000 at his degth), and engaged in various activities of a philanthropic nature.
His contributionsto the infrastmctureof the town of Randolph included congmction not only of the town house (named
in his honor by vote of Specid Town Mestingin 1843), but dso the gonewall that borders Centra Cemetery on North
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Street, and other civic improvements. Beyond Randolph, Stetson funded constmction of an interdenominationa church
in atown named for him in Maine, and donated the town clock in Dorchester [Vital Records of Randolph; Pettee, 349;
Roberts, val. |1, 286; McCarthy timeling].

Asthe donor of Stetson Hall, Amasa Stetson wias apivotal figurein its placement, constmction, and early operation.
Rather than concurring with the sdlection of abuilding site identified by the town's committee. Setson preferred adteto
the south, which enjoyed amore commanding view, which was then occupied by the manson of Samud Bass Esq.
(1760-1842). Samud Basswas a son of Col. Jonathan Bass, a Revolutionary War officer and the town's largest
landowner. The younger Bass led the effort of the south precinct of Braintree to achieve incorporation as the town of
Randolph in 1793. At the time of his marriage to Sarah Lawrence of Lincoln in 1782, Basshed alarge manson built on
the dte now occupied by Stetson Hall. He sarved the new town as a sdectman, treasurer, and itsfirst representative to
the Genegrd Court. After his degth in February 1842, the site of his house a the center of the west village became
available for the new town house. During the summer of 1842, the Bassmansion was moved to the rear of the building
lot, and the town housewas constmcted, possibly incorporating some of the original house's foundation sonein the
foundation wallsof the new building. The town housewas completed in December 1842. The Bass mandon (now
demolished) wes later removed to Depot Street to serve as afreight house. The new town house was tumed over to the
sHectmen in 1843, the 50* anniversary of the incorporation of Randolph [Cooke; M cCarthy timeline].

In addition to ftinding constmction of the town house, Amasa Stetson established a $10,000 tmst fund to endow aboys
acadamy in the building, with the provision that girls could be educated as well if the town voted to establish a public
high school. The Stetson School Fund served as acomergione for public education in Randolph when the school became
apublichigh school. The regulations Setson established for the use of the facility, including itsdected three-member
Board of Tmdees, still form the basisfor the building's use and operations.

Issec Wetherdl conducted the first high school in Randolph in 1832 in the vestry of the third meetinghouse (see above) a
the west village [Proceedings, 80]. The successof this educationa venture led to the incorporation of the private
Randolph Academy in 1833. The acadamy occupied abuilding on North Main Street a the west village, in the
gpproximate location of the present School Street. According to tum-of-the-century reminiscences of loca resident
Gilbert Alden Tolman, the design of Stetson Hall was basad on that of the acedamy building, which was destroyed by fire
in 1852. Both of these"Grecian” buildingshad second-floor halls and T-shgped corridor plans (consisting of centra and
transverse corridors) on the first floor. The Randolph Academy building, however, was gpproximately two-thirds the 5ze
of Stetson Hall.

Setson Hall was the first building to housethe public (town-operated) high school in Randolph. Funded through the
endowment provided by Amasa Stetson, Setson Academy, which later became Stetson High Schoal (1859), dlowed the
town of Randolph to fulfill its obligation to provide apublic high school, under Massachusetts law enacted in 1827, &5 .
amended through 1859 [s¢ Inglis, 35-37, 44]. The reer third of the first floor of Stetson Hall housad the town's high
school until early 1909, when anew building congtructed specifically for educationd use opened a 41 South Main Street
(RAN.129, s dso below).

The congtruction of Stetson Hall reflects the growth of Randolph in the ssoond quarter of the 19* century. It was an era
of increased prosperity for much of the population, fueled by the boot and shoeindustry that dominated thelocal
economy. In Stetson Hall, this newfound prosperity found expresson in the establishment of the Randolph Savings
Bank, which occupied the officesin the northwest comer of the building'sfirst fioor from its incorporation in 1851 until
1876.

(continued)
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Gregter progperity dso meant gregter ancessto leisure-time activities, such as the fratemal and sdf-improverment
organizations thet either met in the second-floor assambly hall or lessed offices onthe first floor. The Randolph Reading
Room Association dso had an "apartment” onthe first floor of Stetson Hall during the 1850s and 1860s The holdings of
this private library association constituted the core of thetown's first public library collection, which opened in 1876 a
Centrd Square, across South Main Street from Stetson Hall. Tumer Free Library was named for Roya Tumer (d. 1871),
aloca busnessman and ane of the incorporators of the Old Colony Railroad in 1845. He sarved as one of thefirst
tmdeesof the Stetson School Fund, and as such wias an adminigtrator for local education. He dso served as an officer of
the Randolph Reading Room Association. Turner's children provided an endowment to the town for the establishment of
the publiclibrary that still bears the family name, though the present library building was constmcted in 1964 to replace
the earlier building lost to fire.

During the Civil War, Stetson Hall sarved as the armory and mustering place for Company D of the 4* Massachusetts
Regiment prior to their departure to Boston, where they were one of the first companies from the South Shore to be
mudeed into Federd service. The following year, a sscond unit made up of Randolph's best young men was mudered a
Setson Hall under the command of Capt. Horace Niles as Company E of the 35% Massachusetts Regiment. Inlessthana
month, the comparny would se action a South Mountain, Maryland, and a short time later would be in the thick of the
fighting as part of Bumsides division a Antietam, where the company suffered the lass of 20% of its number, including
Capt. Nilesand Lt. William Pdmer. Lessthan ayear later. Company D of the 4* Massachuseits Regiment was again
mustered, thistimefor service in the Port Hudson (Louisiana) campaign. During that campaign, Sgt. George Mason
Lovering became Randolph's first Medal of Honor recipient, and later that year was promoted to command acompany of
what was then known asthe U. S Colored Infantry. A recruiting office was maintained in Stetson Hall during the Civil
War. The assambly hall dso sarved as the gathering place for levees and fairs held to accumulate supplies for the U.S.
Sanitary Commisson and others. Since 1867, Stetson Hall hes housad apair of town-funded, hooded and footed marble
memorids bearing the namesof Randolph's Civil War deed. Originally poditioned to flank the stlagein the second-floor
asEmbly hall, the memorids were moved to the first floor in the early 20* century and are displayed in the G. A. R. Hall.

In 1866, atumultuous Town Meeting voted to "enlarge the Hall" and to congmct a cupola on the roof for ventilation, a
feature decried by its opponents as a "duck blind for sportsmen.” So vehement was the opposition of the resdents of the
eedt village, then known as Eagt Randolph, that the questionable vote gpproving these modificafions is sad to have been
what caused theseresidents, led by industridist ElishaNiles Holbrook, to petition for incorporation as the town of
Holbrook. The matter of separating from Randolph was discussed intermittently from January 1867 onward. Elisha
Holbrook (1800-1872), the new town's namesske and principal benefactor, died just three weeks beforethe act of
incorporation was gpproved on 29 Febmary 1872 (alegp year day), though his pledge of $50,000 to build a town houss,
furnish alibrary, and pay debts on behaf of the new town st aprecedent for subssquent generous giftsfrom other
membas of the Holbrook family. [Holbrook Square NR nomination; Cook, 163-164]

The enlargament of Setson Hall in 1866 entailed cutting the bottorm chords out of the roof tmssesto increesethe ceiling
height in the second-floor assambly hall, producing the vaulted-ceiling profile ssentoday. William S Brazer (1824-
1887), aglazier and omamentd painter with a shop on Bromfield Street in Boston, executed the “frescoeing” of the walls
and new ceiling of the assambly hall, using acombination of architectura motifs, possibly with the addition of an"SHS'
(Stetson High School) monogram. Brazer was engaged in the businessof painting and decorating for over forty years
[Roberts, vol. 1V, 150Q]. Little is known about hiswork, and the trompe I'oeil painting on the wallsand ceiling of Stetson
Hall are the only examples identified in Massachusettsto date. Fragments of the ceiling trompe I'oeil were uncoveredin
1908 and professionally photographed in situ for further sudy.

Setson Hall maintained its principal functions as an assambly hall and Town Meeting location, town high school, ad
offices into the first decede of the 20* century. The high school occupied the reer third of the first floor, where the
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building's centrd corridor was crassed by atransverse corridor that defined the high school gpaces Thetransverse
corridor was eiminated in 1928 (s¢ below). Stetson Hall was the first building in Randolph to be electricaly lit, with
the ingtallation of wiring and lightingfixturesby Charles Doughty and Edson N. Rod just prior to the town's centennia
ceebration, scheduled for July rather than March to facilitate the planned activities. Doughty operated the generdion
dation neer the comer of Highland Avenue and Warren Street. The lights were tumed on 19 July 1893, for the town's
centennid ball.

The high school vacated Stetson Hall & the end of the winter term in early 1909. Also located a the town center, the
new high school building, constmcted at 41 South Main Street (1906-1908, RAN.129), is Stuated about one-half block
southwes of Stetson Hall. A fire a the new building in 1924 led to a period of repairs and the congmction of an
addition, during which time high school dassesretumed to Stetson Hall for about two years. Even with the new facility
a 41 South Main Street, schoal plays continued to be performed on the sage a Setson Hall until the early 19505 when
the present Randolph High School opened & 70 Memorial Parkway, behind the 1906 building.

While Stetson Hall housad two large marble tablets (1867) commissoned by the town as Civil War memorids, loca Pog
110 of the Civil War veterans organization, the Grand Army of the Republic (G. A. R.), sought to place ancther Civil
War memorid (1911, RAN.900, photo 7) a Stetson Hall that would "omament” Central Squere as well as the town house
parcd. OnMarch 20, 1911, Town Mesting appropriated partial funding to match private donors, and gppointed a Six-
member committee to undertake the project. The sculptor of the bronze was Frederick Kohlhagen (1843-1927), a
Gearmen native who heeded the bronze foundry a Gorham Manufacturing Company and taught for seventeen yearsa the
Rhode Idand School of Design. J. N. White& Sonsof West Quincy supplied the granite pedestd.  The monument to the
town's soldiers and sailors was dedicated October 21,1911 [MHC inventory; "Roster"].

Some modifications were medeto Setson Hall from 1912 to ca 1916. Changesin the requirements for emergancy egress
led to the addition of exterior fire escgpes (since removed) on the south eevation, and congmction of arear gair and

dar hal inthe northeest comer of the building. An exterior door was added to the Union Street (north) devation in this
dair hall. The new dair hall necessitated constmction of apartition wall immediately north of the dagein the second-
floor assambly hall. The marble Civil War memorid tablets (1867) flanking the sage were then rdocated to the first
floor. A molded plagter proscenium arch was added a the sage, and the building was piped for seam heat and indoor
plumbing. Local plumbing contractor Richard E. O'Brien, generd contractor Wilbert M. Feener, and L. Richmond & Co.
hed roles in these modifications, as did John Boyleof Randol ph, who wes hired to "re-decorate’ Stetson Hall and ingtdl a
new lighting sysem. One of Boyle's subcontractors, carpenter Frank Diauto, would gain local renown as a contractor
and home builder from the 1930sthrough the 1950s owning alumber yard off Warren Street and constmcting the Diauto
Block (1952) of commercid buildingsat the comer of North Main . and Memoria Parkway. In 1915-1916, the air
homs on the cupola were ingtdled as part of the fire department darm system, blowing a series of blagts corresponding
with the locations of pull boxes around town. The air homs adso sounded a 12:50 p.m. to dert local factory workersto
the end of the mid-day bresk.

The first major renovation of the building took place in 1928, following plans drawn by John Edmund Kelley, a
Randolph resident and architect with an officein Boston. For severd years, Kelley was dso atmstee of the Stetson
School Fund. Hisarchitectural design tended to favor dements of the Colonia Revival, which may be ssen in some of
the trim dements of Setson Hall, as well as both interior and exterior decorative dements on the three dementary school
buildings he designed for the town of Randolph: the McNeill, the Tower Hill, and the Devine, as well a improvements
to the Belcher Schoal, all of which were carried out between 1928 and 1934. Kelley aso designed the Colonid Theetre
in Natick (1929, razed 1987). During the 1928 renovations to Stetson Hall, the present foyer was created a the front of
the building, the northwest stair was eliminated between the first and sscond floors and replaced with sorage goeces the
centra corridor on the first floor of Stetson Hall was extended to the rear of the building, and the transverse hdlway wes
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diminated. TheG. A. R. pogt received permission from the Board of Sdectmen to move their heedquarters from North
Main Street to one of the former high school rooms on the first fioor, now known asthe G. A. R. Hall. Theglobe
window in the pediment of Stetson Hall was replaced with another window in 1928, but remained gored in the attic of
the building to be rediscovered, restored, and reinstalled in 1999.

Resarch hes not yielded the name of the original architect or builder of Setson Hall. Despite its degant gppearance, the
building's wood frame was constructed in the same manner as many local bams, with roof tmsses buttressed with king
pods Stetson Hall still retains much of its original framing dements, though some have been dameged in subssguent
renovations. Of particular note are the roof tmsses, which had their bottom chords removed as part of the enlargement of
the second-floor hall in 1866. Thisaction compromised the structural stability of these members, causing them to oreed,
and putting bracing dements a risk of failure. By 1900 the top plates of the Sdewadlls had soreed gpart by nearly a foot,
requiring the ingtdlation of tie rods and tum bucklesto bring the walls back into dignment. Unfortunately, the tierods
were not tied into the truss structures, and additional sed bracing was ingaled in the 1930s to mitigate other grains on
the framing dements.

The Great Depresson saw Randolph, like many other communities, forced to change methods of poor relief from the
work farm or poorhouse modd to awelfare model, consisting of the disbursement of goods and sarvices to nesdy families
fromthe welfare officeat Sietson Hall. During the two World Wars, men were mudered into service & Stetson Hall, and
wecomed home upon their retumwith celebration dinners. During World Waer |1, the Draft Board operated from an
office a Setson Hall. In 1970, during the height of the Vietnam War, Stetson Hall becamethe locus of anti-draft and
antiwar protests on the ggps and around the Civil War monumernt.

The mod dradtic dterations to Stetson Hall occurred in the third quarter of the 20* century. In 1954, the town opened the
new Randolph High School & 70 Memoria Parkway. Thisbuilding wes the third home of the public high schoadl in
Randolph, following Stetson Hall and then Stetson High Schoal a 41 South Main Street. Since the new high school
facility provided amodem venue for Town Meseting and other large gatherings, the second-floor assembly hall, fage, ad
bal cony were partitioned for use as municipa office goace A painted plywood pand bearing the town sed wes inddled
in the pediment over the portico, conceding the opening originally occupied by the 1842 globe window and its 1928
replacement. Aluminum siding was installed over the dgpboards in 1972, and sometrim at the rear of the building wes
removed to facilitatethe installation.

hi the late 20* century, the town of Randolph hed the opportunity to retum Stetson Hall to its historic configuration and
function as acommunity meeting hall, with leased offices onthe first floor. There was no further need for the building to
house the high schoal, as the town's high school hed been basad for over 50 yeers a 70 Memorial Parkway, where it
remains. There o was no further nead for Stetson Hall to house mogt municipa offices, as the former Stetson High
School, 41 South Main Street, which hed been converted to dementary school use when the high school moved to
Memoria Parkway in the 1950s, was itself renovated and dedicated in 1995 as the new Town Hall and police
heedquarters. For the lagt decade. Stetson Hall has houssd amix of municipa and private tenants.

The Tmdees of the Stetson School Fund deveoped areuse plan for Stetson Hall and received permission from thetown
to once again leese out office goace on the first floor. The roof wasrepaired and re-shingled in 1996, and volunteers
removed partition walls and drop ceilingsfrom the second-floor assembly hall, balcony, and dage areain 1997. In 1998,
duminum siding was removed, and the ca. 1880s cdlgpboards repaired or replaced as needed. Missing trim deaments were
replicated and restored where possible. The original 1842 globe window was restored by Henry Rota and retumed to the
pediment over the porticoin November 1999.

(continued)
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One chdlenge was the nesd to accommodate modem accessibility requirements with minimal intrusioninto existing
building fabric. Thiswas accomplished & the expense of the ca. 1862 cloakroom ell addition a the southeest comer of
the building, with its own subssquent modifications, which weas of insufficient Szefor the nesded facilities. After a
public hearing before the Randolph Historical Commission under the provisions of the town's demoalition bylaw,
permisson was given to remove the el and to replace it with alarger smcture, provided that such astmcture would
complement the original 1842 building in both its massing and architectural design. In November 2000, avolunteer crew
led by George Hoeg demolished the ell.

In 2001, the town undertook the structura repair of the 1842 building and constmction of the devator and toilet room
addition on the dte of the ca 1862-1893 cloakroom ell, funded in part by a supplementa appropriation of the
Massachusatts Generd Court, matched with loca fundsand administered through the Massachusetts Historical
Commisson. A Presarvatiion Restriction was executed a that timeto preservethe building's gppesrance. Both the
gmcturd repairs and the devator and toilet room addition were designed by the architecturd firm Gae Assodiates of
Pembroke, Massachustts, assged by MacRitchie Engineering of Quincy, and enginesr John Quean of Norwell. Coro
Congtruction of Eagt Greenwich, Rhode Idand completed the stmctural repairs, and Travi Congtruction of Norwell, built
the devation and toilet room addition. Dueto dwindling municipa funds, no further work of significance was
undertaken until 2005, when the Trustees secured a Massachusatts Presarvation Projects Fund (MPPF) from the
Massachusatts Historical Commission grant to repair and restore 28 double-hung windows. The window project was
completed in 2007.

Volunteer labor, donated materids, localfiindraising,and assstance from the Copdand Family Foundation of Milton,
Massachusatts facilitated the restoration of Stetson Hall. 1n addition to the funds provided through the Generd Court ad
the Massachusatts Historical Commission, other funding utilized inthe project included two grantsfromthe U. S
Department of Housing & Urban Development, borrowing by the town of Randolph, and gppropriations from the town's
Community Preservation Fund, established in 2005.

Work on Stetson Hall was completed in 2009. In December of that yeer, the second-floor assambly hall was the soene for
a goecid ceremonid Town Mesting, held to mark the end of the town meeting era in Randol ph; the town adopted anew
chater and hes dnce converted to a Town Manager/Town Council form of govemment. The town of Randolph continues
to own Stetson Hall. The Tmdtees of the Stetson School Fund, still an dected board with three members, operates the
building and coordinates rentds of the first-floor offices and the upgtairs hall, with aview toward deveoping the property
& acommunity and regiona center for the arts and alocation for specidty events.

Setson Hall recaived a 2010 Massachusetts Historical Commission Presarvation Award in the category of rehabilitation
and restoration.

Archaeological Significance

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above may contribute important socia, cultural, and economic information
rdated to Randolph's population as it evolved from an 18" and early 19*-century agricultural bese to a nationdly
dominant manufacturer of boots inthe mid 19* century. Additional historical research, combined with archaeological
wrvey and testing, may locate the precise ste of the Samud Bassmangion (1782) and determine whether portions of thet
dructure or foundation were incorporated into the later Stetson Hall building (1842). Similar resserch may dso identify
the location and intemal configuration of bams, stables, outbuildings, and occupationa-related festures (trash pits,
privies, wells) assodated with the Bassmangon. Detailed andlyss of artifacts assodated with the above structures and
the contents of occupationa-related features may contribute information reated to the architecturd characterigtics of the
Bassmangon, itsreated Structures, and the lives and activities of the inhabitants thet occupied them.

(continued)
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Historical and archaeological reseerch outlined above may contribute similar information reated to Stetson Hall'srole as
the focal point for Randolph's civic and socid life. Architectural festures of the building, combined with detailed
andysds of the contents of occupationa-related features associated with the buildings use as the Stetson Academy and its
succesor, Stetson High School, may contribute important information reated to the history of education in Randolph
from the mid 19* century through early 20* century. Important information may aso exist related to the role Stetson Hall
played as the center of locd culturd life in 19*-century Randolph. Stetson Hall was the seet of town govermment for
more than 150 years, and structura changesto the building and the contents of occupationd-related feetures indicatea
high potentia for more information about Randolph's town politicsand govemment throughout much of the 19* and 20*
centuries. Architectural characterigtics of Stetson Hall, combined with detailed andyd's of the contents of occupational-
related fesatures, may contribute important information that documents agpects of Randolph's period of prosperity during
the second quarter of the 19* century.

(end)
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Mapsand Atlases
1840  Plan of Randolph, Massachusetts. Surveyed by E. Bedl, Jr.

1854 Map of the Town of Randolph, Norfolk County, Massachusetts. Surveyed and drawn by R. M. Woodford.
Philadelphia: Richard Clark, 1854.

1858  Walling, Henry F. Map of Norfolk County, Massachusetts. NY: Smith & Bumsteed.
1876 SS\\amaen,”. A.., Syp.. Atlas of Norfolk County, Massachusetts. Wi: Comgock & Cline.

1882  View of Randolph, Massachusetts Birds-eye view drawn by J. C. Hazen ad E. H. Bigelow. Boston: J. C.
Hazen.

Robinson's Atlas of Norfolk County, Massachusetts. NY: E. Robinson, Publisher.

1938 Map of the Town of Randolph, Massachusetts (assesors plans). Braintree, Mass.: H. L. White, Civil Engineer,

[available a Norfolk County Regisiry of Desdg

Fire Insurance Mapsfor Randolph, Norfolk County, Massachusetts. { m\cxofi\m) NY: Sanbom Map Co,, for the

followingyears 1892, 1897, 1903, 1909, 1919, 1919 corrected to 1948, and 1960.

(end)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X State Historic Preservation Office
requested) Other State agency
previously listed in the National Register Federal agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register Local government
designated a National Historic Landmark University
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:
recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number o _

(if assigned): RAN.26 (Stetson Hall), RAN.900 (Civil War Memorid)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  Less than one acre

(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 19 331330 4669560

Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The boundary of the nominated property is shown as Parcd 1 and Parcd 2 on the accompanying sheet 62 of the Town of
Randolph assessors mgps

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
The boundary encompesses two adjacent parcds continuoudy associated with Stetson Hall since its congmction in 1842,
thesetwo parcdsremain under the custody and control of the Tmatees of the Stetson School Fund. A third adjacent

parcd owned by the town of Randolph, shown as Parcd 3.1 on sheat 62 of the town of Randolph assessors maps is
exduded from the nominated property. Parcd 3.1 was acquired by the town in recent decedes and is currently ussd for

parking.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie Hery Cooke 1V, Charman, Trugtess of the Sietson Schod Fund, and Chainman, Randdlph Higtorical
Commisson; with Kathleen Kdly Broomer, NR editing consuitant; and Betsy Fiedberg, NR Director, MHC

organizetion Messachuedtts Higtoricd Commisson date October 2011

drest & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard ; telephone (617) 7278470

city or town Bogon date MA Zipcode 2125
e-mail

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form;

* Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

e Continuation Sheets

» Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)
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Photogr aphs

Submit dear and descriptive photogrgphs. The sze of each image mugt be 1600x1200 pixels a 300 ppi (pixds per inch)
or larger. Key al photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Setson Hall

City or Vicinity Randolph
County: Norfolk Sate MA
Phatographer: KathleenKely Broomer

Date Photogrgphed: Jdune 2010
Description of Photograph(s) and number:

lof 7 Fecede (wedt devation). View S
digital filename: MA_Randolph (Norfolk County) _Stetsonl

20f 7 FeBade and Union Sreat (north) eevation. View SE.
digital filename: MARandolph (Norfolk County) Stetson2

3of 7 FeBede and south devation, including 2001 addition at right. View E.
digital filename: MARandolph (Norfolk County) Stetson3

40f 7 Rear (ees) devation, including 2001 addition &t left. View N.
digital filename: MA_Randolph (Norfolk County) Stetson4

50f 7 First-floor corridor, from rear of building. View NW.
digital filename: MA_Randolph (Norfolk County) Stetson5

6of 7 Hall, from bacony. View SE
digital filename: MARandolph (Norfolk County) Stetson6

7of 7 Civil War Memorid a South Main Sregt frontage. View SE
digital filename: MA_Randolph (Norfolk County) _Stetson7

Propaty Owner:

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Randolph (Attn: Town Council Presdent, clo Town Manager)

street& number 41 South Main Stret tdephone  (781) 961-0911

aty or town Randolph date MA  Zp code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 etseq).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and revievwng the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. ot the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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The Commonwedlth of Massachusetts ' = FHCAES

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

October 20, 2011

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiser of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Deax Mr. Loether:
Endosad plessefind the following nomination form:
Setson Hall, 6 South Main Street, Randolph (Norfolk), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were natified of pending Siate
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

cC Kahlean Broomer, consiitant
Hery Cooke 1V, Randdph Higoricad Commission
Andrew Azer, Randdph Town Coundil
Michdle Tyler, Randdph Flanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state, ma us/sec/mhc



