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1. Name
EAST ATTLEBORO.GH AGNHW

Register Forms

historic
and or conmon

2. Location
28 Sanford Street

Superintendent's Office

street & number

city, town Attleboro AZM vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Bristol code 005
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public — occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress JX educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
nane City of Attleboro
street & number 29 Park Street
city,tonn  Attleboro N/A  vicinity of state MA
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bristol County Registry of Deeds
street & number Court Street
_ Taunton MA
city, town state
6. Representation In Existing Surveys
Inventory of theHistoric Assets _ _ »
of t he Commonweal t h has this property been determined eligible? yes no
date 7/21/71, updated 1985 federal state county local
depository for survey records NB.SSG.ChUSGt t S HI St or I Cal ComTl SSI on
: Bost on
city, town state M

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS use only

received fvjAR 6 1985
date entered

APK 4

N/A.not for publication

198



7. Description ATTLEBORO; EAST ATTLEBORO ACADEMY

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site

X gnnii ruins faltered moved date 187", returned to original site
fair unexposed 1889

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The East Attleborough Acadeny, built in 1843, is a Geek Revival school building near
the center of Attleboro, Massachusetts. The Acadeny sits on a 1.8-acre | ot i nthe bl ock
bounded by Sanford, North Main, Dean and Bank Streets. Located at the east end of the
| ot, the school is set well back from Sanford Street and faces alnost due south. In
front of the building, the unlandscaped | ot slopes gently downto the street, while to
the west a parking | ot occupies the remai nder of the site.

The East Attleborough Acadeny is atext book exanple of the Geek Revival style inits
classical tenple form |t has arectangular plan three bays w de and four bays deep.
The building stands twostories high, and has a shall ow gabled roof. Tothe rear, isa
shal | ow two-story addition. The south gable end faces Sanford Street, and serves as a
pedi ment for the full-width, Doric col onnaded porch that is the building's nost
promnent feature.

Al though the Acadeny was novedfirm tssite in 1874, it was retumed to its original site
in 188/. The shallow rectangul ar addition onthe rear elevationnost |ikely datesto
that year. Inthe 1960s, a nodul ar hone was attached t othe building onits west

el evation, connnected to the original building only by a narrow passageway. Wiile this
addition isvisible inthe photographs submtted with the nomnation, it was renoved by
the City of Attleborointhe sunmer of 1984.

Built of wood, the school currently rests on a high brick foundation. Underneath the
brick foundation i s the original rough-hewn granite foundation, which extends only
around the main block and indicates the original perineters of the building. The entire
foundation has been painted bl ack. The building i s sheathed i nwood clapboard painted
white. This is presuned to be the original siding. Theroof is covered with asphalt
shingl es of undet ernm ned age.

The Acadeny's primary elevationis domnated by its handsone col onnaded portico. Four
fluted Doric colums, constructed of wood, supPort the gabl e-end pedi nent. The col ums
rest on short, square bases and have sinple, classical Doric capitals. They support a
broad, flat frieze divided into twoparts by a narrow dentilated decorative band. A
sinple com ce surnounts this frieze. The pedinent above i s unadorned except for the
wide trimoutlining it,

The porch is reached by aflight of five wooden steps |ocated between the two center
colums. Behind the col ums, the facade is broken by a central entrance witha

Fed| nented door surround that is flanked by Doric pilasters. The pedinent reflectsthe
arger gable above, although the lower part of the frieze (below the dentilated band) i s
obscured by a sign reading "Superintendent of Schools". The door is an early
twentieth-century replacement with three horizontal panels bel owa | arge pane of gl ass.
Behi nd the col onnade on the buil ding'sfacade, the corners are narked by Doric pilasters
with |ong, narrow, recessed center panels.
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The side elevations are of identical design. Doric pilasters like those on the
mai n facade frame the four-bay elevations. Four symetrically spaced w ndows
appear on both the first sind second floors. The w ndow sash is @6

doubl e-hung, with the nuntins painted black. The w ndows are surrounded by
flat boards and capped with sinple entablatures. O the second floor, these
entabl atures butt up against the broad frieze that continues around the
bui I ding from the south el evation. As previously noted, the west elevation was
altered by a nodul ar addition; the sill of the first floor wndowin the second
bay from the front was |owered to provide an access door for this addition.

The first three wndowbays on the first floor are mssing their entablature
caps. The city plans to fully restore this elevationto match the east

el evation, which remains unaltered.

The rear, north elevationis also framed by pilasters, but the pedinent on this
facade i s broken rather than closed. The one-bay deep, two-story, flat-roofed
addition covers three quarters of this elevation, but does not obscure the
comce line. The only fenestrationon the additionis on the west side, where
there is a singlewndowon the first floor and a door on the second floor.

The door leads to an iron fire escape, which waps around the rear of the
addition. A narrowbrick chimey, dating to the installation of a new fumace
in the early twentieth century, rises up through the fire escape on the north
side of the addition.

The buildingoriginally had a single large classroomon each of the tw

floors. The first floor was partitioned for the offices of the Attleboro
Superintendent of Schools ca. 1900. The second floor was simlarly partitioned
in the 1920s or 1930s. Original wood floors have been carpeted. Wndows and
doors nay retain thei r.oricf]i nal trim beneath twentieth-century paneling. The
onI?/ significant interior Teature remaining is the staircase, but even its
railing and newel posts have been sonewhat altered. The original term nal
newel post has been discovered inthe building sattic, although there are no
imedi ate plans for interior restoration. The attic is unfinished and used for
st or age.

The Acadeny's parcel stands within the area of a recorded but largely
undocunent ed prehistoric archaeol ogical site, one of seven known sites within a
half mle of the property. Potential historic archaeological resources include
features relating to the building's construction, nove, and expansion, features
rel at|n? to the use of the building (wells, privies, carriage sheds), and
survivals fromprior historic uses of the structure (prior uses are unknown).



8. Significance ATEBIO EST ATLEBFO AGEWY

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric - community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 X archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military ____ social
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
© 1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1843 Builder Architect unknown

St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The East Attleborough Acadeny possesses integrity of |ocation, design, setting,
materials, worknans ilp, feel1ng, and assocation. Located inwhat was known as
East Attleborough Village, the building is aninportant elenent in the historK
of education inAttleboro, serving first asaprivate acadeny and | ater as the
first hone for the East Attleborough Hgh School. Inaddition, i tisafine
exanpl e of institutional Geek Revival architecture andis the only
temple-front Geek Revival building inAttleboro. The East Attleborough
Acadeny neets criteria Aand Conthe local level for listing onthe National
Regi ster of Historic Places.

Althoug?h the town of Attleborough was established i n 1694, the area now known
as Attleboro Center (the shortened spelling was adopted by the city in 1887)
was not settled until the t umof the nineteenth century. Wile earlier
settlement had been i nwhat is now North Attleboro, by the 1790s popul ation
growth had shifted t othe east along the Bungay River, anarea which afforded
good wat erpower sites. Wth the growth of East Attlebofough Village as both an
economc and residential center, aneed for schools to provide for the
education of Attleborough children arose. Toneet this need, a nunber of
one-room school houses were built inthe 1810s and 1820s, several of which still
stand (although converted to residences). ,

By 1840, however, the community had a need f or nore el aborate educational
facilities than could be provided in a one-roomschool house. In that year, a
group of Attleboroughcitizens banded together to form aproprietorship for the
purpose of fostering higher education inthe town. In the next fewyears, the
Proprietors of Acadeny Hall were able t osell nearly 110 shares at aprice of
$12.50 per share. The noney raised i nthis nanner was to be put towardt he
construction of an Acadeny building. Actual constnttion was delayed until a
building site was found in 1843, en aplot of land at the edge of the village
was donated t othe Proprietors by Nathaniel W Sanford.

Nothing is known of Sanford beyond the generosity of his gift.

Sanford s deed of the parcel tothe Proprietorsdidnot grant sinple, full
ownership of the pr\(l)\ﬁerty. Instead, it granted that the land be held intrust ;
by the Proprietorswnile it was used for educational purposes. |f the aroperty
ceased to be used for educational purposes, ownership was to revert back to
Nat hani el Sanford's heirs.

The Proprietorserected the Acadeny building in 1843. Neither the architect,
If there was one, nor the builder- i s knfiwn.' the proprietors chose to build a
relatively high-styleGeek Revival building, with one |arge classroom on each



9. Major Bibliographical References

Daggett, John, "The Sketch of t he History of Attleborough,” Press of Sanuel Usher,
Bost on, 1894.
Attleborough H gh School Yearbook, 1932.
Letter, fromRobert S Ooian, City Soliciter, t oMuyor Gerald 3. Keane, Novenber 8, 1982.

10. Geographical Data

18 acres
Acreage of nominated property Non
Quadrangle name Attleboro Quadrangle scale 1 727,000
UT M References
5[ .O|5P PI \p\p\ipp\ L

Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
cLU [Tl .ol LT 1TTTTII D oL
E J F JL-L
G L JL LI L H

Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached Assessors Map.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state AN code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
May Kate Sampson, MHCwith Ruth Nerney and Marian Wrightinton, Attleboro

namefitle Historical Commisson
organization Massachusetts Historical Commisson dte Decamber, 198"
drest & numbe 80 Boylston St. telephone  (617) 727-8if70
city O toan  Boston state MA

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is

. X
national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Executive Director
tite State Historic Preservation Officer

For NPS use only
| hereby jeertify that this property is included In the National Register

Knterad In tha

date

(eeper of the National Regfeter

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 0 - 419-311
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| evel. The choice of this st?;le I'ssignificant, for all of the earlier
school houses i n Attleborough had been si ”ﬁl e, one-story structures, t)g)i cally
three bays long with a side entrance onthe long side. The new grand G eek
Revival Acadeny carried a sense of dignity and grandeur that far surpassed
these earlier schools. The Acadeny is, infact, the only tenple-front Geek
Revival building (institutional or residential) built in Attleborough.

The building was used as a private Acadeny until 1864, when the school appears
to have closed. Oanership of the property then reverted to AvnaH S Qane,
the sole heir of Nathaniel Sanford, according tothe terns of the original
deed. Two years |ater, Awna Grane and her husband, Jonathan O ane, deeded al |
of their right, title, andinterest inthe property to Capron Peck, a farmer
residing in Attleborough.

Despite its chan?e I n ownership, the building was soon i n use again as a
school. On April 1 1867, Attleborough voted to establish itsfirst public high
schools, one in East Attleborough and one inNorth Attl eborou?h. The East H gh
School opened t hat I_?/ear I nthe upper story of the Acadeny building. The first
principal of East Hgh School was Calvin A Hill. Inthat first year hewas
responsible for the education of twenty students.

Althou%h the records are unclear, it appears that the Acadeny building was
noved fromits oriﬂi nal location to a nearby site in 1874 The East H gh
School noved with the building, and renained in the Acadeny until 1882 | n
1889, the Acadeny was noved again, back toitsoriginal location. A newbrick
foundation was laid over the old foundation, and the rear ell was built at the
sane tine.

Around 1900, the first floor of the building becane the hone of the offices of
the Superintendent of Schools of Attleboro. The city seens to have rentedt he
building from Capron Peck and his heirs during this period. 1n 1920, the City
of Attleborowas able to purchase the property, and has owned i t since that
date. The offices of the Superintendent of Schools remain onthe first floor,
while the second floor iscurrently occupied by the AttleboroHistorical

Conmi ssi on.

Additional investigation of the prehistoric archeol ogical resources of the site
are neces_sar?/ before a determnation of significance canbe nade. Historic
archeol ogi cal significance is deened to be | owto noderate.
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e resubmission A
cn nomination by person or local government

cn owner objection

CD appeal

Substantive Review: CD sample CD request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

CD appeal

.technical corrections cited below

.Ssubstantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Ownership
Public Acquisition

Category

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes

7. Description

Condition
excellent I | deteriorated
CD good e ruins

. fair . unexposed

Status
Accessible

Check one
. unaltered
« altered

Describe the present and original (if lcnown) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity
« alterations/integrity
e dates

* boundary selection

MAF N 195

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:.N<NM ..
Date Due: — V/IWfi
on:
_RETURN.
_ REJECT.

Federal Agency:

CD NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
« original site

¢ moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity

« applicable criteria

« justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

» context

« relationship of integrity to significance
« justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title date

13. Other

* Maps yy
* Photographs .
e other i" e '

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date

.- ny

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

f«;...]|. iff2.












