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1. Name of Property
higoric name Central Square Historic District

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

dreet & numt)er Broad, Middle and Charles Streets not for publication
Gty or town Weymouth N/S vicinity

date Massachusetts code 025 ocourty Norfolk code 021 zip code 02189

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this B nomination

n request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties inthe National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Xl meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally » statewide H locally. ( = See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

11

SignatL"eVof certifying official/Title Juditit'3. McDonoughl*ate Executive Director

Massai husetts Historical Comm ssion, State Historic Preservation Offirp.r
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property = meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification iLitp.TAri Intha
hereby certify that the property is: iture of the Keeper aatlonal .Seglsl

entered inthe National Register.
D See continuation sheet.

D determined eligible for the
National Register
n See continuation sheet.

n determined not eligible for the
National Register.

* removed from the National
Register.

« other, (explain:)
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Nare o Popaty

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
I private  building(s)
I public-local B district
e public-State e site
e public-Federal e structure
* oObject

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property Is notpart of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTI G single dwelling, multiple
dwel l'ing, Secondary Structure

GOBERNMENT: fire station

EDUCATI O\ school

SOCI AL: meeting hall, clubhouse

QOMMERCE specialty store

| NDUSTRY: manufacturing facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

No style
Early Republic: Federal

M d-19th Century: Geek Revival
Late Victorian: ltaiianate,
Second Enpire
Queen Anne
Late 19th Century Revival: Beaux-Arts

Narrative Description

Norfolk, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do notinclude previously listed resources inthe count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
63 19 buildings
sites
structures
objects
63 19 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

1. Jefferson School, NR 1981

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling, multiple dwelling

secondary structure
QO/ERNMENT: fire station
EDUCATI O\ school
SOCI AL: meeting hall, clubhouse
GOMMERCE specialty store

iVlateriais
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Granite, Brick

walls Clapboard. Brick. Stone
Stucco

roof. Asphalt. Slate

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Continuatj.pn Sheets
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The town of Weynouth i slocated i nNorfolk County, Massachusetts,

approxi mtely twelve mles southeast of Boston and forty miles northeast of
Provi dence, R.I. Weynouth i sbordered by Braintree and Hol brook t othe west,
Abi ngton and Rockland tothesouth and Hnghamtotheeast. To thenorth,
Veynout h borders t heWynouth Fore River Wynouth Back River and H ngham Bay.
The town retains itsseventeenth century boundaries. Settlement i nthe town
is well distributed, with four areas of concentration: Colunbian Squarel n
South Weynout h, Jackson Square i n East Weynouth, Weynouth Landing near t he
western border of town and North Weyrmouth. As was historically the case,
there i sno domnant town center.

Located on a gently rolling glacial outwash plain, thelandscape of Wynouth
is characterized by drumins, eskers, kame terraces and sone swanpl ands. The
northern section of town forms an irregular but accessible coastline between
two river estuaries, theWynouth Fore and Back Rivers. These rivers are
linked tointerior ponds and bogs by two other small rivers. Ml anddO d

Snanp Ri vers.

Central Square i slocated i ntheeast-central part of town, it sfocus being
the intersection of Broad and M ddle Streets. The Central Square Historic
District includes properties along these two principal streets. The district
covers an area of approximately 35 acres and contains a total of 55 principal
buil dings and 28 outbuildings. O theb5 principal buildings, only 16are
noncontributing (3 due toalteration, 13 due toage). C the28 outbuildings,
25 arecontributing and 3 are noncontributing (duet oage). The
noncontributing outbuildings are predom nantly nodern garages or sheds.

The district includes a variety of building types but i sdoninated by
nineteenth century residences. There i sone contributing comrercial building,
at theintersection of Broad and Mddle Streets. Several institutional
buildings, including a fire station, a Masonic Tenple, a school and a boys
club, arescattered within thedistrict. Houses i nthedistrict are alnost
exclusively of wood-frame construction as arethecommercial building
(Benjamin F. ShawBuilding) and Jefferson School. Two brick structures
contribute tothedistrict, theDavis Bates Clapp Menorial Building (boys
club) and t heMasonic Tenple. Fire Station #2 and t he house at 524 Broad
Street areconstructed of stone, while t hehouse at 238 M ddle Street has a
stucco exterior. Al |l of thebuildings i nthedistrict remain occupied, nost
used for their original purpose. Lot sizes within thedistrict average about
one-half an acre and buildings exhibit a uniformsetback fromthe street
except for a fewconinmercial buildings at theintersection of Broad and M ddle
Street which border thesidewalk.

Most of theresidences i nthedistrict were built as single-famly dwellings,
although there arethree exanples of two-fam |y houses. Contributing
residences i nthedistrict range i ndate fromca. 1830 t o ca. 1890. Although

(continued)
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75% of theresidences i nthedistrict areeither vernacular or Geek Revival,
a range of architectural styles i srepresented, including Itaiianate, Second
Empi re and Queen Anne. Houses i nthedistrict aregenerally wood-frame
structures built by local carpenters and housewrights. The houses, for the
nmost part, remain well-preserved, with fewadditions andlimited useof
synthetic siding.

Extant commercial and institutional buildings that contribute tothe district
were built between ca. 1865 and 1930. Anong these ar e exanpl es of
architect-designed buildings i nthe Second Enpire, Queen Anne andBeaux-Arts
styles. This group remainsi n a well-preserved state and nost are usedfor
their original purpose.

The historic character of thedistrict distinguishes itfromits imediate
surroundings. Beyond thedistrict boundaries, streetscapes are domi nated by
buil dings postdating 1950.

Alterations totheresidential buildings i nthedistrict aremniml,
typically consisting of single-story side or rear additions or replacement of
wi ndows or doors. A nunber of nodern detached garages have also been
constructed. Alterationtotheconmercial buildings i slimted tostorefront
remodel ling. An early fire station (Central Fire Station) i sno longer a
contributing feature i nthedistrict due toextensive alterations.

The earliest extant buildings i nthedistrict date fromtheearly nineteenth
century, when Weynouth was beginning tonake a transition from an agrarian
community with small milling interests toone i nwhich thecottage shoe
industry played a major role. The |landscape was characterized by scattered
houses of sinple design, many with associated shoe shops (both attached and
detached). Two houses i nthedistrict date fromthis early period of

devel opment. The house at 549 Broad Street (ca. 1830) i sa vernacular Cape
Cod cottage with a five-bay center-hall plan and m nimal detailing; thisi s
typical of early nineteenth century design. The Noah Tlrrell House (191-193
M ddl e Street; ca. 1830; ML #361) i sanother five-bay Cape but also exhibits
features typically associated with theFederal style, including widepilasters
with nol ded capitals and nol ded wi ndow heads.

In the1830s and 1840s, t he G eek Revival style becane increasingly populari n
residential design. Twelve exanples of Geek Revival design remain i n the
district. Sone of theearliest Geek Revival-style houses utilized the basic
five-bay, center-entry Cape Cod cottage and applied Geek Revival detailing.
The Caleb P. Joy House (546 Broad Street; ca. 1845; MC #350) i sa good
exanmple of this with itsentry surrounds of full sidelights, wide comerboards
and conpound fascia. Mre typically, Geek Revival-style houses i n the
district arel 1/2-story gable-front structures with side-hall entries.

Exanpl es of this type include theNT. Joy House (153Mddle Street; ca. 1850;

(continued)
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ML #356), the Bates House (199 M ddle Street; ca. 1855, ML #362), and the
Asa B Pratt House (630 Broad Street; 1870; ML #354). The NT. Joy Housei s
the most fully articulated of the Greek Revival-style houses with its full
pedi mented gable, broad conpound fascia and pedi mented w ndow surrounds. The
Bat es House and Asa B Pratt House are simplified versions with wi de

comer boards, deep box cornices with promnent returns and broad fasclas at
side elevations. As the 1860s approached, Geek Revival detailing was
coomonly transferred totwo-story buildings, like theKimball/Easton House
(162 M ddle Street; ca. 1860; ML #358). Here thefive-bay center entry
design i sused, with wi de panelled comerboards and a deep box cornice with
conpound fascia.

Al though thedistrict contains representatives of several architectural styles
from the second half of thenineteenth century, vernacular influences clearly
dom nated residential design within thedistrict. Thirteen of the 21 houses
built between 1860 and 1890 are of vernacul ar design. These houses are
typically 11/2 story cottages with gables oriented toward the street and
side-hall plans. Exanples include the house at 582 Broad Street (ca. 1870)
and 164 M ddle Street (ca. 1880). Architectural detailing i scomonly [|imited
to nol ded wi ndow and door surrounds, narrow comerboards and a prom nent

com ce with a wide fascia. The plan and detailing of these cottages was also
used fortwo-story dwellings, |ike the house at 577 Broad Street (ca. 1870).

The Itaiianate style was popularized i nthe 1860s and continued to be usedi n
the district into thelate 1870s. O thefive exanples of this style i n the
district, two can be considered high style while the others have a rmuch nore
limted use of Itaiianate detailing. The mpst fully articulated exanple of
the style i sthe Marshall C Dizer House (623 Broad Street; ca. 1860; MC
#128), which i sdecorated with a deep bracketed cornice, projecting w ndow
hoods and bay wi ndows. The Franklin D Thayer House (206 M ddle Street; 1877;
MC #363) also exhibits high style Itaiianate detailing i nits two-story bay
wi ndows, dentilled cornices, omamental porch with bracketed posts and arched
wi ndow. Less el aborate exanples of theltaiianate style are the Shadrach S
Marden House (156 M ddle Street; ca. 1860; ML #357) and the Ezra F. Tlrrell
House (229 M ddle Street; ca. 1860; ML #365). The Shadrach S Marden House
has a bay wi ndow, deep box comi ce with conpound fascia and slightly
projecting w ndow heads at the second floor. The Ezra F. Tirrell House takes
a basic Cape plan and attaches Itaiianate ornament, including w de

comer boards, a conmpound fascia and bracketed door hood.

Other late nineteenth century styles, such as Second Enpire, Gothic Revival,
Victorian and Queen Anne, had limited use i nthedistrict. There aretwo
Second Empire-style houses i nthedistrict, thenpst noteworthy being the
house at 238 M ddle Street (ca. 1860; ML #108). The Benjam nF. Shaw
Building (560 Broad Street; ca. 1865; ML #351), theonly contributing

(continued)
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comrercial buildingi nthedistrict, was also designed i nthe Second Enpire
style. These buildings exhibit characteristic features of thestyle.
Including slate-covered mansard roofs, bracketed cornices and pedi mented
dor ners.

The Queen Anne style i sanother that was used only mnimally i nthe district,
Only one residence and a school were designed i nthis style. The house at 150
M ddl e Street (ca. 1885; MHC #110) i sornamented with decorative shingles,
cross gables, scalloped cresting and stained glass. The Jefferson School (200
M ddl e Street; 1889; MC #119; NR 1981) i stheonly other exanple of Qeen
Anne design i nthedistrict. The school has a central cross-gabled pavillion,
scal l oped shingles decorating a pent eave, triangular dormers, comer porches
with typical Queen Anne tumed posts and a |arge octagonal clocktower.

At theend of thenineteenth century, residential constructionin Central
Square dropped of f considerably as a result of advanced devel opment i n nearby
Jackson Square. I ntheearly twentieth century, several substantial
institutional and municipal structures were built i nthedistrict, including
the Davis Bates Clapp Menmorial Building (209M ddle Street; 1903; ML #323),
the Masonic Tenple (614 Broad Street; 1913; MC #305) and Fire Station #2 (636
Broad Street; 1930; MHC #306), al | of which were designed i na Classical
Revival / Beaux-Arts style. The Davis Bates Clapp Menorial Building i sthenbst
highly articulated of thethree, with itslimestone detailing (quoins,
keystones, entablatures), modillions at thecornice and nonunental pedi mented
entry surrounds. The Masonic Tenple and Fire Station arenore stylized
exanples with less elaborate detailing. The Masonic Tenple exhibits strict
sjirnmetry, |imestone keystones and a prom nent entablature above t hemain
entry. The main block of theFire Station i sdomnated by three large garage
bays containing arched openings with fanlights and glazed engine doors;
detailing also includes broad granite pilasters and dentils at thecornice.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogical Description

Vhile no prehistoric sites are currentlyrecorded inthe district, itis
possible that sites are present. Three sites are recorded in the general area
(within one mile). The physical characteristicsof the property (noderate

sl ope, good drainage, etc.), particularly the close proximty of southern and
western portions of the district to wetlands, my Indicate favorable
locational criteria for native settlement and subsistence activities. In
general, however, extensive historic period devel opment of the area indicates
a low to noderate potential for locatingsignificant prehistoric survivals.

There is a high potential for significant historical archaeological remains
within the district. Further doctnmientary research acconpanied by

archaeol ogical survey and testing can determ ne whether or not seventeenth and
ei ghteenth century resources survive within the district. The recovery of
structural remanins and other archaeological survivals from these periods is
possible based on known prehistoric settlement in other areas of town. Mbst
archaeol ogi cal resources within the district likely date to the early and

m d-nineteenth century as the Central Square area becane a |ocus of settlement
and industry. Structural remains of single and two-fam |y homes my survive
along with associated occupational-related features (trash pits, privies,
wells). The potential for recovery of these resource types is the highest in
the locale where Broad and M ddle Streets Intersect, a locus of settlement
from 1830 on. The potential for industrial resources is also high in the
district. Historic archaeological resources from Wynouth's nineteenth
century cottage shoe industry my survive associated with many residences,
sone still extant inthe district. Small shoe manufacture shops known as ten
footers were often attached to homes or detached to the rear of the house

lot. Since nmost residences in the Central Square area were involved in shoe
manufacture, a high potential exists for the recovery of structural remains of
these shops. Several extant residences (e.g. Tirrell House, Mddle Street) in
the district survive with associated sheds, possible extant exanples of these
early shoe shops. Other extant residences (e.g. Pratt House, M ddle Street)
have shoe manufactories noted on house |ots that no longer survive.
Specialized trash pits associated with shoe manufacture my also survive. As
the shoe industry expanded, |arger factoriesalso devel oped. Archaeol ogical
survivals nay exist for three md-nineteenth century shoe factoriesno |onger
extant on Mddle Street near Broad Street. The potential for recovery of shoe
factory-related resources in the Central Square District is particularly high
since at itspeak, al |l shoe factorieswere |ocated within the bounds of the
current district. Structural survivals my also exist froma store and

sl aughterhouse located near the intersectionof Mddle and Broad Streets.

(end)
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable Nationai Register Criteria
{Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
tor National Register listing.)

IXI A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

« B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

S C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

« D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

« A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

« B removed from its original location.

e C a birthplace or grave.

e D a cemetery.

e E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

+ F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

Norfolk. Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Comunity Planning & Devel opment

Period of Significance
1830-1940

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marl<ed above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
W | son, Edward]| |,
Whodcock. S S

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) See Conti nuati on Sheets

9. migjor Bibliographical References
Bibliography

(Cite the bool<s, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

e preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

e previously listed in the National Register

« previously determined eligible by the National
Register

« designated a National Historic Landmark

« recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

« recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

or more continuation sheets.)
Primary location of additional data:

H State Historic Preservation Office
e Other State agency
e Federal agency
e Local government
e University
e Other
Name of repository:

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
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Nanfie of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property approximately 35 acres

UM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

111]9] 13/4/0/0/2/0 1AG6 75 740 3 11,9 |3]4,0/1,A 0 |4, 6|7 56 00|
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2 11i9] 13/4/0[1i2/0 146 75 7 6 d 41191 [3]4]0|4]|6|0] 14i6|7i5|5i61 o

* See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) See Continuation Sheet

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet) See Continuation Sheet

11. Form Prepared By
Christine S. Beard, Preservation Consultant with
nameftite Betsy Friedberg, MHC, National Register Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date January 1992
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
dty or tomn Boston dae MA Zp code 02116

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number telephone.

aty o town dae Zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain

a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of

Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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The Central Square Historic District in Wynmouth, Massachusetts, possesses
integrity of design, location, setting, materials and worknmanship, as well as
association with thedevel opment of Central Square from a small residential
enclave i nan agrarian comunity toa significant center for shoe

manuf act uring. The district contains representatives of theresidential,
industrial and commercial expansion that characterized Central Square fromt he
early nineteenth century through the 1930s. Buildings i nthedistrict
comprise a well-preserved collection of houses, conmmercial buildingsand
public buildings that represent a variety of architectural styles. The
Central Square Historic District i sof local significance and neets Criteria A
and C for listing on theNational Register of Historic Places.

The earliest organized settlements in VWynouth (formerly Wessagusset) occurred
in 1622, 1623 and 1633. | n 1635 Wssagusset was established as a town and
the nane changed t o VWynouth i n honor of the 21 fam lies who had settled here
from Weynout h, England. |t i sestimated that by 1640, Weynouth was hormet o
150 families (about 900 people). Settlement i ntheseventeenth century
stretched over an area of approximately three mles, with thefocus being t he
stretch of land between Great Hill and Mill Cove i nthenorthern part of town,
whi ch becane known as O d Spain. The econonmic base of these earliest
residents was primarily agricultural, but was supplenented by fishing and
grist and sawmilling interests. At theend of theseventeenth century, there
began a gradual shift toward interior settlement. This shift can be
attributed, i npart, totheconstruction of several mills i nSouth Wynout h,
including a sawm ||l and a fulling mill. Early i ntheeighteenth century it
became apparent that theMill River at theoutlet of Wiitnmans Pond i n East
VWeymout h provided an excellent source for mlling. As a result, the greatest
concentration of Colonial-period devel opment was i n East Wynouth. Anot her
focal point for development i nthecColonial period was i n Weynouth Landi ng,
near theBraintree border, where shipbuildinginterests pronpted settlement at
the mouth of Smelt Brook. By 1752 Wynouth's popul ation had increased to
1,200, rising toapproximately 1,470 by 1776. As late as 1776, t heecononic
base of Weynouth continued toreply on agriculture, dairying and fishing.
Strongly gaining onthis were the milling activities, primarily saw and gri st
mlls.

By theearly nineteenth century, a cottage shoemaking industry was on it sway
to becomng a significant contributor t o Weynouth's econony. At thetinme,
shoemakers worked along with their apprentices i nsmall shops called "ten
footers" which were commonly attached t otheir houses or stood at therear of
the housel ot .

By 1830 t heprincipal intersectionat Central Square, Broad and M ddle Streets
was al ready a small focus of devel opment, with a cluster of residences and
shoe shops i ntheimediate area. Mddle Street i sone of theoldest streets

(continued)
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in Weynout h, having been docunented as part of thenative trail system A nap
of thearea from 1830 shows M ddl e Street running from Commercial Street near
Veynout h Hei ghts southward t otheNew Bedford Turnpi ke (Main Street), as i t
does today. M ddle Street was linked t oJackson Square vi aBroad Street,
which at that time di dnot runwest of Mddle Street. | n1830, twenty-one
houses lined M ddl e Street between Coimerclal and Spring Streets, withthe
greatest concentration at theintersection of Broad Street. Qe of these
houses, theNoah Tirrell House (191-193 M ddle Street; ca. 1830), i s still
extant. Tirrell was a shoe manufacturer whose adjacent factory was one of the
earliest i ntown. The Noah TlIrrell Shoe Factory (189 M ddle Street; ca. 1830)
is still extant but has been substantially altered.

By 1853, Broad Street had been extended westward t o Vynouth Landing. The
nunber of houses on M ddl e Street between Conmercial and Spring Streets had
increased totwenty-eight, with additional residential devel opnent extending
In both directions on Broad Street. By 1853 theintersection of M ddl e and
Broad Streets had al ready been established as a commercial focus with a store,
sl aughterhouse and shoe factory i ntheimediate vicinity. Mst of the
residents i ntheCentral Square area were involved | nthe shoemaking

industry. Four buildings i nthedistrict survive fromtheperiod between 1830
and 1853, including theCaleb P. Joy House (546 Broad Street; ca. 1845), the
Waldo C French House (590-592 Broad Street; ca. 1843), theNT. Joy House
(153 M ddl e Street; ca. 1850) and t he Nat haniel T. Shaw House (574 Broad
Street; ca. 1844). Caleb P. Joy worked i nt heshoe industry as a |eather
cutter, Waldo French was a boot finisher and Nathaniel Shawwas a stone
cutter. | ti sunclear whether thehouse at 153 M ddl e Street was owned by
Nat han T. Joy or Noah T. Joy, but both were enployed | ntheshoe industry.

Between 1850 and 1870, devel opment i ntheCentral Square area continuedt o
increase, particularly along Broad Street toward Jackson Square i n East
Veymout h; this was t heperiod of greatest residential development i n the
area. Increased devel opment along Broad Street can be attributed to the
opening of at least four major shoe factories near t heeast end of Broad
Street near Jackson Square. The prosperity i nJackson Square not only
resulted i nincreased residential development i ntheCentral Square area, but
the shoe industry also underwent expansionwith theconstruction of three
factories related totheshoemaking industry on M ddl e Street near Broad
Street. Althoughthefactories areno |onger extant, nunerous residences from
this period remain, including theFrancis B Pratt House (147 M ddl e Street;
ca. 1857), theJoy House (166-168 M ddle Street; ca. 1860), theMarshall C

Di zer House (623 Broad Street; ca. 1860), and theEzra F. Tirrell House (229
M ddle Street; ca. 1860). As late as 1876, a "shoe manufactory" stood at the
rear of Francis Pratt's | ot although he i slisted i ntown directories as an
Inspector of Custons. Two of theearliest occupants of theJoy House, Charles
and Nat han Joy, were enployed i nthebootnmaking business. Marshall Dizer was
the owner of one of thelargest shoe factories i nWynouth. Dizer built what

(continued)
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was considered the"largest and nost complete factory of his day." Ezra
Tirrell worked as a boot stitcher. ne of theearliest conmercial buildings
in thearea, theBenjanin F. Shaw Building (560Broad Street; ca. 1865), was
built during this period and remains i na well-preserved state. For nmany
years, a grocery store was operated on thefirst floor of this building.

The shoemaki ng industry continued t osupport residents of theCentral Square
area into theearly twentieth century, but fewnew residences were built here
after thel1870s. Mst of theresidential devel opment of thelate nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries was focused i n Jackson Square where nunerous
house lots were laid out closer totheprincipal factories. Late nineteenth
century houses i nthedistrict include theAsa B. Pratt House (626 Broad
Street; 1870), theEdwin Clapp House (3 Charles Street; 1870), theFranklin D
Thayer House (206M ddle Street; 1877), and theC Rice House (150M ddle
Street; ca. 1885). Asa Pratt was a partner i ntheboot manufacturing firm
Pratt & Bailey. Edwin Clapp was proprietor of J.H Clapp & Conpany, makers of
"fine calf and opera boots." Franklin Thayer worked i nt he shoemaki ng
industry as a currier. Little i sknown of C Rice.

In thelate nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, expanded institutional
facilities were provided t oCentral Square residents. By 1888, two schools
(one at thelntersection of Broad and Chiard Streets and one on M ddle Street
just south of Broad Street) had been constructed. These were replaced by the
Jefferson School (200M ddle Street; NR 1981) i n 1889. A boys club, theDavis
Bates Clapp Menorial Building (209M ddle Street), was erected i n1903. The
town established a fire department i n1877 and built theCentral Fire Station
(Broad Street; 1877). Use of this station ceased when a larger station. Fire
Station #2 (636Broad Street), was built on theopposite side of thestreeti n
1930. | n1884 a Masonic Hall was built on thenorth side of Broad Street.
After i t bumed i n 1912, it was replaced by theexisting Masonic Tenple (614
Broad Street; 1913).

(continued)



United States Deoertment of ttie Interior ~r- izz"\zr
National Park Service —-"iAAMA n .-

National Register of Hlistorlc Places-r-in  r -
Continuation Sheet

Central Square Historic District,
) Weynout h, Massachusetts
Section number 8 Page ft

Archaeol ogical Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Wynouthare poorly understood,
any surviving sites would be significant. Sites i nthis area offer the
potential for a greater understanding of prehistoric settlement and
subsistence i ntheBoston Bay locale. Sites i nthearea may also offer a
better understanding of therelationships between important regional native
core areas along the Neponset and Charles River estuaries tothewest and
north and t hePlymouth area t othe south.

Historic archaeological remains described above have t hepotential for
providing detailed information on thesocial, cultural and econom ¢ patterns
that characterized life in an early Massachusetts settlement duringits
transition from an agrarian comunity with small mill intereststoan econony
where shoe manufacturing played a major role. Historic archaeol ogical
resources nay docunent seventeenth and eighteenth century resources forthe
Central Square locale for which no exanples survive. Archaeological resources
can also help document thedistrict's period of rapid residential and
industrial growth during thenineteenth century. V\While many residences are
still extant from this period, numerous structures have been denmoli shed.

Since no contributingindustrial resources survive within thedistrict,
historic and archaeol ogical survivals canoffer unique insightsintothe
cottage shoe industry and t hedevel opment from small ten-footer manufactureto
|arge factory-type operations. Structural remains from each of these types
likely survive. Occupational-related features and specialized trash areas can
also offer detailed information on technologies used i nshoe manufacture and a
better understanding of individualsor groups of people Involved i ntheshoe
industry. Archaeological resources may also contribute tobetter
understanding of theinportance of thecottage and | ater expanded shoe
industry as i trelated tolocal and regional market systens i n the
Massachusetts area.

(end)
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10. Boundary Description

The Central Square Historic District includes properties along Broad and

M ddle Streets and one house on Charles Streets at theintersection of Mddle
Street. I nnearly alllocations, theboundaries followcurrent property lines
of lots bordering these streets. Exact boundaries aredelineated on an
attached nap.

Boundary Justification

The Central Square Historic District includes thecore of theresidential

nei ghborhood, includingitshouses, institutional, civic, and commrercial
structures, nmost of which date from t hesecond half of thenineteenth century
or early twentiethcentury. North of thedistrict, along Mddle Street, are
several md-twentieth century buildings which separate theCentral Square
district from the Weyrmouth Civic District (NR pending) which includes thetown
hall and associated buildings. Wst of theCentral Square Historic District,
along Broad Street, property lots aretypically larger and t hestreetscapei s
dom nated by twentieth century commercial structures. South of thedistrict,
along Mddle Street, i sa stretch of single-fam|lyresidences, nost of which
date from them d-twentieth century. The sane i strue of t he secondary
streets at various |locations surrounding thedistrict (Charles, Center,
Putnam Maple and Laurel Streets, and Cain Avenue). East of thedistrict,
along Broad Street, thestreetscape includes a mxture of md-twentieth
century structures (residential and comrercial) and a nunber of |ate
nineteenth century houses that have been significantly altered.
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Street Adress MAP # MHC # Hi storic Nane Dat e Style Type St at us
546 Broad Street 1 350 Caleb P. Joy House ca. 1845 G eek Revival B C
garage B C
549 Broad Street 2 ca. 1830 Cape B
554 Broad Street A ca. 1960 Astylistic B RC
560 Broad Street 3 351 Benjamin F. Shaw Building ca. 1865 Second Enpire B C
561 Broad Street B ca. 1980 Astylistic B NC
574 Broad Street 4 352 Nat hani el T. Shaw House ca. 1844 G eek Revival B C
garage B C
576 Broad Street C House ca. 1860 Ver nacul ar B NC(altered)
shed B NC
577 Broad Street 5 ca. 1870 Vernacul ar B C
580 Broad Street 6 ca. 1870 Vernacul ar B C
582 Broad Street 7 ca. 1870 Vernacul ar B C
588 Broad Street D House ca. 1860 Ver nacul ar B NC(al tered)
garage B NC
587 Broad Street 8 House ca. 1860 Vernacul ar B C
garage B C
590- 592 Broad Street 9 353 Wal do C French House ca. 1843 Cape B C
garage B C
599 Broad Street 10 House ca. 1870 Vernacul ar B C
shed B
600 Broad Street E House ca. 1960 Vernacul ar B IQC
garage B NC
Broad Street F 367 Central Fire Station 1877 [taiianate B NC
opp. Cain Avenue
612 Broad Street 11 House ca. 1870 Vernacul ar B C
shed B C
614 Broad Street 12 305 Masoni c Tenpl e 1913 Beaux- Arts B
605 Broad Street 6 ca. 1965 Vernacul ar B (Ii(:
617 Broad Street H ca. 1965 Vernacul ar B NC
623 Broad Street 13 128 Marshal | C Dizer House ca. 1860 [taiianate B C
stable B C
gazebo B C
624 Broad Street 14 House ca. 1865 Second Enpire B C
garage B C
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Street Adress P # MHC # Hi storic Nane Dat e Style Type St
626 Broad Street 15 ca. 1840 Cape B
630 Broad Street 16 354 Asa B. Pratt House 1870 G eek Revival B
shed B
636 Broad Street 17 306 Fire Station#2 1930 Beaux- Arts B
3 Charles Street 18 366 Edwi n Cl app House 1870 [taiianate B
132 M ddle Street 19 House ca. 1860 G eek Revival B
gar age B
140 M ddl e Street 20 109 House ca. 1860 G eek Revival B
garage B
143 M ddl e Street 21 House ca. 1870 Ver nacul ar B
garage B
144 M ddl e Street | ca. 1960 Ver nacul ar 6
147 M ddl e Street 22 355 Francis B. Pratt House ca. 1857 G eek Revival B
barn B
150 M ddl e Street 23 110 House ca. 1885 Queen Anne B
garage B
153 M ddl e Street 24 356 N T. Joy House ca. 1850 G eek Revival B
barn B
156 M ddl e Street 25 357 Shadrach S W©Marden House ca. 1860 [taiianate B
attached barn B
161 M ddle Street 26 House ca. 1880 Ver nacul ar B
gazebo B
162 M ddl e Street 27 358 Ki mbal | / East on House ca. 1860 G eek Revival B
164 M ddl e Street 28 ca. 1880 Vernacul ar B
169 M ddl e Street J ca. 1950 Ver nacul ar B
166-168 M ddl e Street 29 359 Joy House ca. 1860 G eek Revival B
171 M ddle Street K ca. 1920 Ver nacul ar B
172 M ddl e Street L ca. 1945 Ver nacul ar B
174 M ddle Street M ca. 1940 Vernacul ar B
189 M ddle Street N 360 Noah Tirrell Shoe Factory ca. 1830 Vernacul ar B
190 M ddl e Street 30 House ca. 1855 G eek Revival B
barn B
191-193 M ddle Street 31 361 Noah Tirrell House ca. 1830 Federal Cape B
shed B
199 M ddle Street 32 362 Bat es House ca. 1855 G eek Revival B

=N
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Street Adress MAP # MHC # Hi storic Name Dat e Style Type St at us
200 M ddl e Street 33 119 Jefferson School 1889 Queen Anne B C
206 M ddl e Street 34 363 Franklin D Thayer House 1877 [taiianate B C
barn B C
209 M ddle Street 35 323 Davis Bates Clapp Menorial 1903 Beaux-Arts B C
Buil ding
210 M ddl e Street 36 364 Tirrell House ca. 1855 G eek Revival B C
224 M ddl e Street o ca. 1960 Vernacul ar B NC
229 M ddle Street 37 365 Ezra F. Tirrell House ca. 1860 [taiianate Capee B C
shed B C
barn B C
230 M ddl e Street P ca. 1960 Vernacul ar B NC
237 M ddl e Street 38 House ca. 1880 Vernacul ar B C
garage B C
238 M ddle Street 39 108 House ca. 1860 Second Empire B C
carriage house B C
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Decenber 30, 1991

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngt on, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nom nation:

Central Square Historic District, Broad, Mddle andCharles Streets, Wynouth
(Norfolk County), Massachusetts 02189.

There have been no owner objections fortheabove nom nation.

The nomi nation has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notifiedof
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before themeetingand
were afforded t heopportunity t ocomment. Comrents received t odate have been
included.

Sincerely,

iith B. McDonough
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Encl osure;

cc: Christine S Beard, Preservation Consultant
Chai rperson, Veynmouth Historical Conmi ssion

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



