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g3 Original Site

Facing west, this dwelling was erected ca. 1878 as a 
a Jmlf^rame structure with a partial basement and central fireplace. The 
roo f is a s bffiSWITatJTWr shingled, mans£r,djd;^ , decor at i ve 
ea^ejbrackets, and a coriti£uj>j^^
A continuous* line of ornamental , cast-iron cresting crowns the roof, the 
facade is faced with clapboards and includes a vejrjnjda_ajdjo^^

west, and a porch at t^i^M etrance on the north, bothM 
supported witT"I<guajfe^ wooden "columns^ SeveYxly designed, hiqh, rectjtnqul ar

«    I    *-       ̂w^^--'""^^*..^--^'**^^^ .....   . /£>' ^ * •llfi/>lsglt!feaS^i!3a3lflfsaK^^

WTn4ojfi(s predominate the main floor elevations. A small, barn-like, frame 
structure with a modified gable roof and vertical board-and-batten siding 
is located to the rear (or east) of the house, purportedly built at the 
same time as the main structure, ca. 1878. This out-building originally 
served as a carriage house and stable. Over the years a concrete floor 
slab and wider entrance doors were added to accoraodate automobiles.

The building was designed in the French Second Empire style, as 
revealed by the mansard roof, iron cresting, dormer windows, and the general 
three-dimensional effect in the overall design.

The Sy ford family owned and occupied the house as a private residence 
from ca. 1904 to May 1965. Very few alterations, interior or exterior, 
have been made over the years, other than those additions reflecting 
changing technology, such as electric lights and heating and water pipes. 
The dwelling and the carriage house are well preserved and located in the 
W% of the 0 and K subdivisions of lot 1 in S.W. Little's Subdivision of the 
\\h of the SW% of Section 24, Township 10 North and Range 6 East.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Syford House is well worth preserving for architectural as well 
as historical reasons. Although modest in scale, the structure reveals 
fine proportions and stands as Lincolj^lsJ^e^ (and one of 

Nebraska' s 1 as t remai ning exampl esT^o? t(ieIJr§^ styl e 
of architecture, popular during Lincoln rl early years. ""*Thfs~s^yle., 
popular in America beginning about 1865, was based on a mid-nineteenth 
century French revival of the French Renaissance architecture of the 
seventeenth century. The Syford House style handsomely illustrates two 
of the most distinguishing features of the American version of the 
Second Empire style: elaborate cajs1:-iiron cresting and the mansard roof. 
The Syford House is especiaTTy"worthy of preservation because both 
interior and exteriorwA E.Jltej!§d jerj^Jlttle over the years.

Our research to date has not allowed us to pinpoint precisely when 
the Syford House was begun and finished. However, 1878 would seem to be 
the most likely year in which the house was built, and it appears certain 
the house was erected sometime between 1877 and 1880 for the Rev. Elisha 
M. Lewis, a "home missionary" of the Presbyterian Church.

Recent years have seen the destruction of virtually all early 
building on the University of Nebraska main campus. The Syford House, 
now near the center of the campus, is the oldest remaining landmark on 
the University campus, and in spite of all the flurry of change, the 
Syford house still stands linking the past to the present.

The house, owned and occupied for nearly sixty years by the Syford 
family, became the property of the Nebraska State Historical Society 
Foundation upon the death of Constance Syford in May, 1965. At the 
present time only a limited amount of restoration has been possible, 
although future plans call for an intensified program of restoration and 
the possible future development of the house for public visitation.
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CORNER. LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° ' " ° ' 
NE ° °
SE ° ' " ° . . » 
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3 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
_ OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

96° 4V 52" 40° 49* 09 "
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Persijs Kolberg. Assistant Curator of Historic Sit**
ORGANIZATION DATE
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1500 "R» Street
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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,„,,„„„„ Nebraska -L,,,, ,-, 31

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

£ /^ ^ /J\[titi^^(lL(^{MAt]Mju
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