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1. Name

higtoric Tolman-Gay House

and/or common same

2. Location

street & number 1196 Central Avenue N/A not for publication
City, town Needham N/A vicinity of congressond district  Ninth
dae "Massachusetts code 025 county Norfolk ocode 021-
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture . museum
X building(s) X  private unoccupied commercial . park
structure both work in progress educational . private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment . religious
object fJift- in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial . transportation
no military . other:

4. Owner of Property

name  Philip A. and Carol H. Christophe
sregt&number 1196 Central Avenue

city, town Needham N/A  vicinity of sae Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry ot deeds, etc. Norfolk County Registry of Deeds

street & number High Street

city, town Decham state M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Inventory of Histnrir A.ssef? has this property been determined elegible? yes X no

Of the Commonwedthj #6/
dete 1976

«federal state county local

depoditory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston dae Massachusetts



1. DeSC“p“C)n Tol man- Gay House, 1196 Central Avenue, Needham

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal t er ed X original site
good ruins X altered noved date
fair unexposed

Descri be the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Tol nan-Gay House stands on itsoriginal site, a high point of land on the
easterly side of Central Avenue, about 34 of a mle south of the original to" center.
Surrounded by spacious |awns, gardens and shade trees, i tis part of a residential
nei ghbor hood whi ch has grown up around it withinthis century. MNw expanded, i t
Wres constructed in 1743 as a two story, wood frane dwelling with an L-shaped plan.

It had a three bay facade (west) and arear kitchen ell (northwest). The original
fieldstone foundation remaining under this portion, neasures 25 on the west by
30 on the north (see sketch). Itis believed that this house was enclosed by inter-
secting gable roofs with a single chinmey (which remains today) rising from the
intersection.

Today, the Tol nan-Gay House retains nuch of itsoriginal interior and exterior
building fabric; the primary alteration to the structure has been the extension of
the rear el | by two bays sonetine after construction, and by a porch and garage,
c. 1930. Inaddition, itsgable roofs have been replaced by hip roofs..

The three bay facade (west) contains w ndows inthe tw northerly bays and
the entry in the south bay; wndows are located above al | three openings

at the second story. These wi ndows, along with the rest in the original
house, neasure 27 12" X 45" and consist of &6 double hung sash with sinple
frames. The tw stories are separated by a slight overhang.

The north elevation consists of tw parts: the westerly end datin? from 1743, and the
easterly end from1930. The westerly end is enclosed by a hip roof and exhibits a slight
overhang separating the stories. Four wndows are |ocated on each floor |evel:

Eroceedi ng fromthe west, one pair lights the original parlor; one pair lights the
itchen ell and linesup with the end of the original fieldstone foundation; tw

pairs [ight the first extension of the ell. The easterly end consists of a recessed
section containing an entry and a window and a garage containing doubl e overhead

doors and paired, flat roof dorners.

(see continuation sheet)
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Simlarly, thesouth elevation canbe considered i ntwoparts. The original west end con-
tains a single wi ndow at each story and i sdivided by a slight overhang. The ell
contains three windows at thesecond story and a single wi ndow at thefirst story; the
others areobscured by a shed roof porch tucked into the corner of the original house,

c. 1930. The east addition contains twow ndows (west) and a blank wall which is the
rear of the garage; itsroof includes shed roof dorners.

The rear (east) elevation istheside wall of tlie garage, and includes four w ndows at
the first story and two at t hesecond story.

The interior of tiie house retains nmuch of itssinple eighteenth century appearance.
Parlor fittings include a fireplace wall (east) with raised field paneling and a nol ded
cornice, panelled wainscotting with plaster above on theexterior north and west walls,
and vertical sheathing on theinterior south wall. The kitchen el | retains its large
cooking fireplace with bake ovens. Both roonms reveal cased structural menbers. The
front chanber i s finished with vertical sheathing onitsinner walls and a sinple chair
rail on the outer wall.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture. religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education X military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce X exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1743 Bui | der/Architect  Nat hani el Tol nan

Statenment o Significance (in one paragraph)

The Tol nan- Gay House possess integrity of location, design, materials and wor knanshi p
as wel | as associations with the devel opnent of Needhamsince the m d-eighteenth
century. It isinportant because of its |ocation near theoriginal tow center,
because its prinmary occupants, the Tol mans and t he Gays, were active inthemlitary
and governnental affairs of thetown, and because it retains its original design
features which reflect its long history. Thus the Tol nan-Gay House neets criteria

A Band Cof theNational Register of Historic Places.

The house was built by Nathaniel Tolman, thefather of John Tol man, i n1743, the
year of his nmarriage toPfehitable Dewng. Nathaniel died i n1775, and by his will,
the house was given jointly tohis wifead his young son, John Tolnan. The front part
of thehouse went toJohn, and therear part of thehouse tohis mother, with this
provision: "The east end of thedwelling tothemddle of the chimmey and the cellar
and t he chi ey under the sane, with theliberty topass andrepass fromsaid east end
of thehouse totheroad, and a coomon use of thewell of water, and al so one-half of
the bameasterly of thefloorway, viz. --the northwardly half with a conmon use of the
fl oorway and convenient yard roomby said bamwith |iberty topass andrepass from
said bamtothesane.” Thebarn is long gone, but thedivision of the housecan
still beclearly traced i n thepresent structure.

The nane of John Tol man first appears i ntown records as one of thebuilders of
the Second Meeting House i n 1774, vdiere he i sidentified as a "housewight" or carpenter.
It is unknown if Nathaniel Ves also a carpenter.

Qnh the nom ng of April 19, 1775, at the age of eighteen, John Tol nan narched with
the East Militia Gonpany of Needhamt ot he Lexington Alarm  Qn t he af t enpon of t hat
day he received anusket ball i nthechest at Menotony, nowArlington, Massachusetts,
wher e t he Needham conpany were harassing theBritish troops i ntheir retreat from
Lexi ngt on and Concord. Qe of his conpanions on that day was Jonathan Giy, whose
som Jonathan Gay, Jr. wastobe the third ower of the house.

John Tol man apparent|y recovered qui cklzifrom his wound because he was present at

the siege of Bostonin Cctober, 1775. s nane al so appears on thenuster roll of the
East Militia of January, 1776. |nJune of 1776 he signed up for six nonth's service

in the "York" canpai gn, whi ch ended with surrender of Burgoyne in Qctober of that year.

(see continuation sheet)
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9. Major Bibiographical References iffM NOT' VERHED

O arke, George K History of Needham Mhss. Boston, 1911
Jones, Frederic A d Houses i n Needham Needham 1953

Files at the NeedhamHi storical Society

10. Geographical Pata

Acreage of nominated property 37,250 sq. ft.
Quadrangle name Natick Quadrangle scale 1:25,000

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description andjustification Parcel One

Vfesterly, by Central Avenue by a curved line measuring 165.5 ft. more or less

N. Westerly, by the curved junction of said Central Avenue and Gay Street 36.14 ft.
Z more nr less. (rnntinnggo-

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state X /A code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namefile Candace Jenkins. Registration Director with the Neadham Historical Commisson

organization Massachusetts Historical Conmission dae February, 1982
(617)

drest&number 294 Washington St. telephone 727-8470

city or town Boston state Massachusett s

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setfoith by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titte Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission date I VA

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this projterty is included inthe National Register

(A Entered In tEa
National Reg’aoi; date
sper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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He was paid a bounty "for Ticonderoga” but he was apparently ordered back to Boston
before the final battle of that canpaign at Saratoga, because in Cctober, 1776, he i s
listed as a sergeant at Roxbury.

He returned to Needhamin 1778, t omarry Elizabeth Fisher, but tradition has it

that he thereafter returned toactive duty and served for the rest of the war. Wien
he finally retumed hone, he and his wife occupied the whol e house, because hi s not her
had remarried in 1777, and the property had been rented inthe interval. He continued
to serve inthe mlitia, and he was comm ssioned as a captain i n1801. He was called
up during the War of 1812, but t he conpany did not |eave NeecBam and he was finally
detadied from service in1814.

By 1783 he was again engaged at his trade; town records from 1783 t 0 1801 show

a series of paynents nade t ohi mfor buildingcoffins. Probably as aresult of this
work he served as sexton of the town's burying-ground from 1801-1804. H was al so
becomng involved i notlier town affairs. He was first elected as an assessor i n

1797, and i n 1801 he was agent of the town during thecontroversy over the divisionof
the town, and he wote the petition tothelegislature which protested the division.
This controversy dragged on until 18381, when the Wst Parish of Needham broke away and
becane the Town of Wellesley.

In 1804 John Tol man sold his property i n Needham and noved to Vernont, where he died

in 183. I nor about 1906 one of his descendants renoved the bodies of John Tol nan and
his wife from Vernont and reinterred themin the Tolman fam |y plot in the Needham
Cenet ery.

Wen he left for Vernont in 1804, John Tol man sol d his house and | and, which then
consisted of thirty acres, toJonathan Gay, Jr. the son of his ol d conrade-in-arns,
Jonathan Gay, Sr. They had served together, not only in the early days of thewar,
but also in the "York" canpaign.

The Gays were anold famly i n Needham Jonathan's ancestor, Sanuel Gay, becane a

| andowner in 1683, three years after the purchase of the land of the town from the Indians,
Jonathan Gay, Jr. was a school master in the town from 1803 t 01823. | n 1914 he was
elected as a representative tothe General Court.

Jonathan Gay, Jr. and his descendants owned and occupi ed the house from 1804 until

1923, when it was finally sold out of the famly. |In recent years, nuch of the original
tJiirty acres on which the house stood has been sold and subdivided, and the nanes of

the streets inthe subdivisionbear the fam |y nanes of descendants of Jonathan Gay, Jr.:
Brackett Street, Gay Street and Smith Street. There is also Tolnan Street, anda

smal|l pond cal | ed Mcintosh Pond, whichbears the nane of another descendant of Jonat han
Gy, Jr.

Since 1923, the house has had a succession of private owlers who have maintained i t
wel | and preserved itshistoric character. Oaners of the house since 1967 are M.
and Ms. Philip A Christophe.
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Descriptiond

Northerly, bysaid Gay Street 21 ft. nore or |ess

Easterlf/, by Lot #4, 8L.69 ft. onthe plan hereinafter nentioned 56.07 ft.

Northerly, again by said Lot #4, 81.69 ft.

Easterlf/, again by said Lot #4, 22.80 ft.

Northerly, again by said Lot #4, 58.59 ft.

Easterly, again by land of Richard W and Elaine M Casavant and by |and of
Wlliam and Doris B Hutcheson as shown on said plan 10 8.49 ft.

Southerly, byl ot 3A, as shown on said plan, 166.36 ft., nore or |ess.
Containing 24,964 sq. ft. of land.
Parcel Two

WesterI?/, by Central Avenue, 80 ft.
Northerly, by Lot 5Aas shown in the plan hereafter nentioned, 166 ft. nore or |ess
Easterly, by land of Wlliam and Doris B Hutcheson and |and of Edward and
Catherine M Hall, as shown on said plan, 148.83 ft.
Containing 12,286 sq. ft. of land
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resubmission Kat | Qual Eegi st eE RETURN.
nomination by person or local government REJECT.
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NEEDHAM HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Town Hall
Needham, MA 02192
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AAAMN HA3T miT S 1196 Central Avenue
Needhas', M assachusetts

. o'/ - : April 11, 1982V - .
Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski '
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

294 \Washl nfton Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Ms, Wesl owski : /-

Thank youf or your letter notifying us of the consideration
of the Tolman-Gay house f ornoirination t othe National Refister
of Historic Places. W& heartily endorse the nom nation.

Built i n 13 this house remained within the original ff--rrily
descendants until theearly part of this century. |t hasretained
to this daya structure andtinishing which are fine exanples of
ear|y Anerican, New Enfland construction. | tisworthy of your *
nom nation and continued preservation. *

Sincerely,

Philip A andCarol H Christophe



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

UMU Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

HISTORICAL Boston, Massachusetts
0

2108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617 727 84/0 Secretary of State

April 22, 1982 /A A YN

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper /_J N YN

National Register of Historic P aces

Nati onal Park Service {"jx AN>\,

Departnment ofthelnterior V. -;» AL -l W

Washi ngton, D.C 20243 "

Dear “e. Shull:

Encl osed youwi || find thefollowing nomnation fomns:

Boston - Adans Nervine Asylum (state)

Boyal ston - Keyes - Dakin House (local)

Gafton - Wllard House and 0 ock Miseum (state)
Hatfield - The QdM Il Site Historical District (local)
Hol den - Rogers House (local)

Neediam - Tol man - Gy House (I ocal)

Nw' ton - S ade - Hovey House (local) £v.re objects
Sturbridge - Oiver Wght House (state)

Ut on - Know ton Hat Factory (local)

Véston - |saac Hobbs House (1 ocal)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. QOaners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting
and were afforded t he opportunityt o comment. Conments received t o date
are attached t othenomnation forns.

Sincerely,

Candeoe JNi kil
Registratibjr™irector
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

CYamf



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of thc Commonwesalth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

May 3, 2005

Ms. Caral Shull

Nationa Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the hiterior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

RE: Tolman-Gay House, Needham (Norfolk County), MA
Dear Ms. Shull:

It hes recently come to our attention that the UTM reference for the Tolman-Gay House,
Neadham, Massachustts listed in the National Register in 1982, isincorrect. The correct UTM
reference is 19 314397 4683113. A corrected USGS mgp with the property location noted is
enclosed.

Thank you.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg n
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gate mausmhc









UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER GF H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: ADDI T1 ONAL DOOUMENTATI ON

PROPERTY  Tol man- Gay House
NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GANTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, Norfol k

DATE RECEl VED. 5/ 09/ 05 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:

DATE G- 16THDAY: DATE GF 45TH DAY: 6/ 22/ 05
DATE OF VEEKLY LI ST,

REFERENCE NUMBER 82004419

NCM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HR N PDI L: N PER QD N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED, N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

GOMMENT WA VER N
AT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS,

REQOM / CR TER A
REVI EVER DI SCI PLI NE_

TELEPHONE DATE
DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/N seeattached SLR Y/ N

If a nomnation i sreturned t othe nomnating authority, the
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS





