


NATIC»JAL REGISTER CRITSRIA SlftTEMBWr (if applicable) 

The Thomas Cook House retains Integr i ty of design, materials, workmanship, and 
association. One of the few remaining farmhouses in western Somerviiie, the 
building is a f ine vernacular example of the Greek Revival sty le. I t thus 
f u l f i l l s Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places on. the local 
level. The property f u l f i l l s Exception 3 due to i t s arcTii tectural 
importance as one of the only su rv iv ing Greek Revival houses i n 
the northwest sect ion of Somerviiie. 

ARCHITECiaRAL SICSIFICMKE Describe iinportant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other tmildings within the cxjnnunity. 

The Thomas Cook House, or ig ina l ly a farmhouse, is the only Greek Revival 
residence in the immediate v ic in i t y . Buil t ca. 1850, the building retains an 
enclosed gable with an entablature, and wide corner pi lasters. I t is three 
bays wide and two bays deep, and is now sited with i t s gable end to the 
street. A pediment over the doorway and a narrow board dividing the f i r s t and 
second stories were probably added in the late^l9th century. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICMKE E)qplain the role owners played in local or state history and hew the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 

Thomas Cook, a farmer, was one of a half dozen landholders in the Curtis 
North-Broadway area of West Somerviiie. The presence of Tufts College on 
nearby Walnut (college) H i l l , established 1852, did not stimulate residential 
development and in fact small market-garden farms such as this one continued 
to be established well into the 1860s. Between 1884 and ca. 1910, the area 
was subdivided for house lots. Thomas Cook's house was moved back from i t s 
original North Street location, and newly platted College H i l l Road provided 
access. Subsequently, the area f i l l e d with two and three-family houses. 

BLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

raper, Martin, Map of Somerviiie - house on North Street location 
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