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1. Name
historic IMPERIAL THEATRE

and/or common GROVE THEATRE

MARKET not for publication

WALNUT GROVE JslA_ vicinity of

state CALIFORNIA code 06 county SACRAMENTO code 067

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
x building(s) * private

structure both
site Public Acquisition
object in process

being considered
Kfi- NA

Status
occupied

' ' _X _ unoccupied 
work in progress

Accessible
-X yes: restricted

yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation

_x_ other: VACANT

4. Owner of Property
name UUCILLE OWENS, ET. AL

street & number' 2779 KAWEAN ORI VE

city, town SHI MQLE SPRI NQS NA vicinity of state CALIFORNIA 9JJ6S2

5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. SACRAMENTO COUNTY RECORDER'S OFFICE

street & number 901 «G" STREET

city, town SACRAMENTO

title NONE has this property been determined elegible? yes no

date NA federal state county local

depository for survey records NA

city, town NA state NA



7. Description

Condition
excellent
good

_X_falr

deteriorated
ruins

unexposed

Check one
unaltered

X altered

Check one
* original site

NA

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance
The Imperial Theatre is located at the end of Market Street, adjacent to commercial 

buildings of a similar age. Its appearance is that of . A LONG, NARROW, TWO-STORY, 
PLASTERED BUILDER PSEUDO NEC-CLASSIC STRUCTURE, WITH A SIMPLE BASIC EXTERIOR AND A MUCH MORE 
UNIQUE ORNAMENTED INTERIOR, PRIMARILY ACHIEVED BY THE USE OF PRESSED TIN DESIGN GEILINQS AND 
WALLPAPERED VERTICAL SURFACES, A VERY SIMPLIFIED 8TAQE IS LOCATED AT THE EAST END OF THE 
AUDITORIUM, AND A REASONABLY LARGE BALCONY IS OVER THE ENTRY LOBBY.

THE IMPERIAL THEATRE, OR QROVE THEATRE, AS IT is NOW CALLED, is A 30* x 100' WOOD
FRAME AND PLASTER STRUCTURE USING "CARPENTER" TRUSSES TO CLEAR SPAN THE TOTAL SPACE. THE 

STREET FACADE HAS AN OPEN PORCH SUPPORTED BY TWO PSEUDO-CLASSICAL, PLASTERED COLUMNS, THE 

PORCH CEILINQ CONTAINS THE ORIGINAL PRESSED TIN CElLlNQ WITH A 7 n TIN CROWN MOLD DEFINING 

THE ORIGINAL SHAPE, THIS FRONT ELEVATION HAS A PARAPET WITH PLASTER TRIM MOLDING WHICH 

FOLLOWS THE SHAPE OF THE UPPER ROOF LlNE. Ft VE PLASTER MOLDED ARCHES FORM THE MAI N DESIGN 

THEME ABOVE THE PORCH COLUMNS AND BEAM SYSTEM, THREE OF THESE ARCHES HOUSE RELATIVELY SMALL 
WOOD SASH CASEMENT WINDOWS WITH FULLY ROUNDED ARCHED HEADS. THREE LARGE, ROUND VENTS WITH 

HEAVY WOOD LATTICE AND TWO SMALL DOUBLE HUNG Wl NDOW8 SI T JUST ABOVE THE PORCH BEAM,

ON ?Mg SOUTH ELEVATION, THERE I 8 AN I NO!CATION THAT AN ADDED WOODEN EXTERIOR STAIRWAY 

ONCE LEO FROM THE BALCONY TO THE GROUND LEVEL. THERE IS AN EXl T DOOR JUST I N FRONT OF THE 

STAGE AREA, AND A STAGE-LEVEL DOOR APPROXIMATELY MID-STAGE OPENS 4* ABOVE EXl STI NQ EXTERIOR 

GRADE WITH NO PRESENT INDICATION OF EITHER STAIRS OR LANDING. THERE ARE THREE DOUBLE HUNG 

WOOD WINDOWS AND AN EXIT DOOR AT Ml D-SEATINO AREA, ALL OF WHICH HAVE BEEN SEALED OVER ON THE 

IN8IOE AND ONLY SHOW AS BOARDED UP OPENING8 ON THE EXTERIOR,

A WOOD FRAME AND STUCCO LEAN-TO AT THE REAR OF THE STAGE (EAST ELEVATION WAS ADDED TO 

HOUSE A LATER MECHANICAL SYSTEM.

THE NORTH WALL HAS ONLY ONE EXlT DOOR, LOCATED IN FRONT OF THE STAGE, AND A SMALL 

WINDOW FROM THE TOILET ROOM UNDER THE LOBBY STAIRS. TERRA COTTA PIPE FLUE FOR ORIGINAL WOOD 

BURNING STOVE STILL EXISTS ON THIS ELEVATION. FOR MANY YEARS, THE WOOD STOVE SAT ABOUT HALF 

WAY DOWN THE LEFT SIDE OF THE THEATRE, HEATING THE TWENTY-OR-SO SEATS IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA 

MORE THAN ADEQUATELY, THE HEAT SELDOM REACHlNQ THE REST OF THE AUDI TORIUM.
THE ORIQlNAL ENTRY PORCH HAS BEEN PARTI ALLY ENCLOSED AND A SMALL BOX OFF!CE ADDED, 

CENTRALLY LOCATED BETWEEN THE PAIRS OF DOUBLE DOORS, AND THE ADDED ENCLOSURE WALL (c. 19^0's) 

INCLUDES A SINGLE PAIR OF DOORS GOING TO THE OUTSIDE, EVIDENCE OF THE ENCLOSURE ADDITION IS 

THAT THE PRESSED TIN CEILING AND CROWN MOLD DEFINE THE ORIGINAL PORCH AREA, CONTINUING FROM 

THE LOBBY TO THE EXTERIOR PORCH COLUMNS. THE FLOOR IS CONCRETE, SLOPING FROM THE BOX OFFICE 

TO A 4J-" STEP AT THE 81 DEWALK.

THE LOBBY IS APPROXIMATELY 9 I *29 > , WITH A PRESSED TIN CEILING AND A SMALL TIN CROWN 

MOLD, IN A PATTERN DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE MAIN AUDITORIUM CEILING, A STAIR LEADS FROM THE 

LOBBY TO THE BALCONY ON THE NORTH SIDE, Wl TH A SINGLE TOILET AND LAV LOCATED UNDER THE STAIR 

LANDING, A 5^'xS' ROOM TO THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE PORCH AND FORWARD OF THE LOBBY APPEARS TO BE 

THE ORIGINAL BOX OFFICE OR COMBINATION BOX/MANAGER*8 OFFICE, BOTH WALLS AND CEILING IN THIS 

ROOM ARE 1»x4" SIDING, HUNG VERTICALLY, USING PARTIALLY A SINGLE WALL CONSTRUCTION.

THE MAIN AUDITORIUM HAS A CENTER AISLE, SLOPED FLOORS WITH l4 ROWS OF 7 FOLDING, CAST- 

IRON-FRAMED THEATER SEATS ON EACH SIDE. WALLS ARE PLASTER OVER WOOD LATH WITH 4 1 HIGH 1"x4« 

DOUBLE V GROOVED T&Q DOUGLAS FlR WAINSCOT, SET VERT!CALLY WlTH A SIMPLE 1"x4" GAP. CElLlNQ 

IS PRESSED TIN THROUGHOUT, WITH A CONTINUOUS LARGE TIN CROWN MOLD AROUND THE ENTIRE AREA.

THE SLOPED FLOORING is 1"x4" T&Q VERTICAL GRAIN DOUGLAS FIR OVER A 1"x6" DIAGONAL SUBFLOOR, 
RUNNING EAST AND WEST, FOLLOWING THE CONTOUR OF THE EARTH. AN AREA IN FRONT OF THE STAGE IS 
TRAPPED FOR A CONCRETE ORCHESTRA PIT, APPROXIMATELY 4J1 WIDE X 16 1 LONG X 1S" DEEP. DURl NQ 
THE SILENT MOVIE ERA, A PIPE ORGAN WAS USED TO ACCOMPANY THE FILMS, UNTIL IT WAS DAMAGED BY 
FIRE, AT WHICH TIME A PLAYER PIANO WAS INSTALLED.

"SIGHT-LINE" FLOOR SLOPE OF THE MAIN AUDITORIUM WAS CREATED BY SLOPING THE EARTH TO THE 
REQUIRED ANGLE AND LAYING FIVE ROWS OF 3B X12" MUD SILLS, RUNNING DOWN THE SLOPE. 4"x4"*8 WERE 
LAID ON TOP OF THE MUD SlLLS TO SUPPORT THE 2"xS" FLOOR WO!8T8 AT 16" 0.C.

SEE CONTINUATI ON SHEET
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DESCRIPTION:

THE BALCONY 18 APPROXIMATELY 21 l x29», WITH STEP-DOWN ROWS OF SEATING, AND WOOD 

WAINSCOT OF THE SAME TYPE AS THE MAIN FLOOR. THE CENTER AISLE MAS SIX ROWS OF SEATING ON 

THE NORTH, SEVEN ON THE SOUTH. AN EXIT DOOR TO AN EXTERIOR STAIR (REMOVED) IS ON THE SOUTH 

SIDE. THE FLOOR IS VERTICAL GRAIN DOUGLAS FlR RUNNING THE LENGTH OF THE SEATING.

A TOILET AND LAV ARE OFF THE STAIR LANDING. A PROJECTION BOOTH APPROXIMATELY ?i*x21 f 

STILL CONTAINS PROJECTORS AND FILM STORAGE RACKS, AS WELL AS A HAND-REWIND TABLE. THERE IS 

AN ATTIC HATCH IN THE PROJECTION ROOM CElLlNQ. A LOW HEIGHT STORAGE AREA IS UNDERNEATH THE 

PROJECTION ROOM FLOOR AND ABOVE THE CElLlNQ FRAMING OF THE LOBBY AND PORCH. THE PROJECTION 

ROOM CElLlNQ IS PARTIALLY PRESSED TIN AND PARTIALLY FLAT TIN SHEETS WITH LAPPED SEAMS.

THE STAGE IS APPROXIMATELY 13^» LONG X 29' WIDE X 4* HIGH. STAGE WAS FRAMED FROM 

THE DIRT LEVEL UP USING 2» X S« JOISTS AT 16" O.C., WITH TWO BEARING BEAMS AT THIRD POINTS. 

THE FLOOR IS LAMINATED OF 1X RANDOM WIDTH DOUGLAS FlR DIAGONAL SHEATHING 8UBFLOOR, A 1"x6" 

T&G REDWOOD DECKING LAID IN AN EAST-WEST DIRECTION IN A 1«x4« VERTICAL GRAIN DOUGLAS Fl R 

FINISH FLOOR. THERE WAS NEVER A "FLY GALLERY" OR A PROSCENIUM ARCH, ALTHOUGH A DRAPE VALANCE 

IS IN LINE WITH THE FACE OF THE STAGE BEHIND THE FOOTLIGHTS AND STAGE STAIRS AT EACH SIDE. 

THE FOOTLIGHT TROUGH IS CONTINUOUS ACROSS THE TOTAL WIDTH OF THE STAGE, MINUS THE STAIRWAYS. 

LIGHTING RECEPTACLES ARE APPROXIMATELY 12" O.C. THE ORIGINAL FRONT OF THE STAGE WAS BEHIND 

THE FOOTLIGHT TROUGH, APPROXIMATELY 20" TO THE REAR OF THE EXISTING WOOD PANELLED STORAGE

DOORS. THERE is AN EXIT DOOR WITH PANIC HARDWARE (BOTH SIDES) AT THE MAIN FLOOR LEVEL, 
IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT TO THE STAIR COMING OFF THE STAGE. ALL THREE WALLS SURROUNDING THE 
STAGE ARE WOOD FRAME WlTH WOOD LATH AND PLASTER, AND INDICATIONS ARE THAT AT LEAST PARTIAL
AREAS WERE ONCE WALLPARERED. THE CElLlNQ IS THE SAME TYPE OF PRESSED TIN AS THE MAIN 

AUDITORIUM.
THERE is EVIDENCE OF BOTH KNOB AND TUBE AND CONTINUOUS WIRING. SPECIAL STAGE LIGHTING

IS SET WP ON EACH SIDE WALL FORWARD OF THE STAGE.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIPTION AS GIVEN IN SECTION 10 OF THIS APPLICATION IS THE ORIGINAL 

LOT SIZE WITH THE BUILDING PLACED IN T.HE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF A LOT APPROXIMATELY ONE-HALF 

ACRE IN SIZE. THE PROPERTY IS BASICALLY RECTANGULAR IN SHAPE, APPROXIMATELY 90' WIDE X 

220 * DEEP. THIS EXTRA LAND WILL BE USED FOR LANDSCAPE AND REQUIRED PARKING. THERE IS NO 

RECORD OR EVIDENCE OF ANY OTHER STRUCTURE EXI8TINO ON THE 81TE.



8. Significance

Period Areas off SIgnlfflcance — Check and justify below
prehistoric archeoloav-nrahlatorlc community nlannina
1400-1499
1500-1599 _
1600-1699 _
1700-1799
1800-1899 _

X 1900-

archeology-historlc
agriculture
architecture
art

commerce
communications

conservation
economics
education
engineering
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

landscape architecture religion
law aclanca
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

sculpture
* social/

humanitarian 
x theater 

transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates CIRCA 1919-1920 Builder/Architect YONEKI CHI TAKEOA

Statomont off SIgnlfflcance (In one paragraph)
THE I MPERI AL THEATRE WAS FOR MANY YEARS THE MAJOR SOURCE OF ENTERTAINMENT, NOT ONLY

FOR RESIDENTS OF WALNUT GROVE, BUT FOR ALL WHO LIVED IN THE SURROUND!NO TOWNS OR ON THE 

MANY ISLANDS OF THE SACRAMENTO RlVER DELTA NEAR WALNUT GROVE. IT WAS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT 

DURING BOTH THE DEPRESSION AND WORLD WAR II WHICH FOLLOWED, BECAUSE EMPTY POCKETS AND QA80- 

LlNE SHORTAGES SEVERELY HAMPERED LONG DISTANCE TRAVEL AND EXPENSIVE ENTERTAINMENT.

THE IMPERIAL THEATRE WAS BUILT CIRCA 1919-1920, av LOCAL BUSINESSMAN YONEKICHI TAKEDA,
BUILDER OF AN EARLIER THEATER I N WALNUT GROVE (NO LONGER EXISTING), ON LAND LEASED FOR 99

YEARS FROM ALEXANDER BROWN, AN EARLY RESIDENT OF WALNUT GROVE. AMONG OTHER VENTURES, 
ALEXANDER BROWN OWNED THE GENERAL MERCHANDISE STORE, HOTEL, PACKING HOUSE, AND WATER SYSTEMS 
(ONE CAUCASIAN, ONE CHINESE/JAPANESE), IN ADDITION TO MUCH OF THE LAND IN AND AROUND 
WALNUT GROVE. THE THEATRE WAS BUILT FOR THE COMMUNITY AT THE REQUEST OF MRS. BROWN. BECAUSE
OF VARIOUS EXCLUSIONARY LAWS EXISTING AT THE TIME, LAND WAS OWNED BY CAUCASIANS AND

THE THEATRE BUILDING ITSELF WAS OWNED AND OPERATED BY MR. TAKEOA, A JAPANESE. MR. TAKEDA
OPERATED THE THEATRE FOR MANY YEARS, AND FOLLOWING HIS MANAGEMENT, IT WAS OWNED AND OPERATED

BY BEN HARVEY UNTIL HIS DEATH IN THE LATE 1930 ! s. THE HARVEY FAMILY RAN SEVERAL THEATERS 
IN CALIFORNIA AT THIS TIME. MRS. HARVEY ATTEMPTED TO RUN THE THEATRE ALONE, BUT EVENTUALLY 
SOLO IT TO BEN'S BROTHER, RAY, AND MR. AND MRS. RAY GILQERT, WHO OPERATED IT FROM 1941-1956 
AS GlLOERT AND HARVEY*8 GROVE THEATRE.

IN THE LATE 1930*8, EARLY 40's, THE THEATRE WAS THE SCENE OF LOCAL "AMATEUR NIGHTS", 

PATTERNED AFTER THOSE PRODUCED BY MAJOR BOWES FOR RADIO AND EARLY TV. PARTICIPATION WAS 

EXCELLENT, AND THE TALENT SHOWS WERE A WELCOME PART OF THE AREA'S SOCIAL LIFE. THE 1930's 

ALSO SAW THE STAGE OF THE THEATRE USED FOR SEVERAL ROAD SHOWS THAT CAME FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY.

IN THE 1940V8, 3> f 8, & 60*8, THE THEATRE OPERATORS WERE CO-HOSTS FOR AN ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
SHOW THAT WAS A VERY IMPORTANT PART OF THE ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED FOR THE CHILDREN OF THE

DELTA. IT WAS PRODUCED iN COOPERATION WITH THE SACRAMENTO BEE NEWSPAPER, AND CONSISTED OF
MOVIES, CARTOONS, LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, AND TREATS FOR THE CHILDREN. SEVERAL HUNDRED CHILDREN
ATTENDED THESE PERFORMANCES EACH YEAR.

IN MAY OF 195^, A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF NATIONALIST CHINA WAS MET BY
VIRTUALLY THE WHOLE DELTA CHINESE COMMUNITY, IN WALNUT GROVE IN A FUND RAISING EFFORT. IN

THE GROVE THEATRE, LI POOK SANG, FROM TAIWAN, FORMOSA, SPOKE TO THE civic LEADERS OF THE
GROUP, AND SHOWED A NATIONALIST GOVERNMENT FILM DENOUNCING COMMUNISM IN MAINLAND CHINA.

A MUCH SMALLER THEATER I N THE NEARBY TOWN OF LOCKE SHOWED EXCLU8IVELY ASlAN LANGUAGE 

FILMS. MOST OF THE FILMS SHOWN AT THE IMPERIAL THEATRE LARGELY SERVED THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING 

POPULACE, ALTHOUGH FILMS WERE SHOWN OCCASIONALLY IN THE SPANISH, JAPANESE, CHINESE, AND 

FlLI PI NO LANGUAGES, SOME ON A REGULAR BASIS, SOME AS FUND RAISING BENEFITS.

TELEVISION AND INCREASING MOBILITY EVENTUALLY TOOK THEIR TOLLS ON THE IMPERIAL THEATRE
ATTENDANCE AND IT WAS CLOSED IN 19/0. THl8 BUILDING OWES MUCH OF ITS SIGNIFICANCE TO ITS 

ROLL AS A LONGSTANDING PART OF THE AREA'S CULTURAL AND SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT. THE UNLIKELY 

CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF SUCH A STRUCTURE THREATENS THE INDIVIDUAL AND HUMAN SCALE OF SUCH 
SMALL ENTERPRISES.



9. Major Bibliographical References

SEE CONTINUATI ON SHEET

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property APPROXIMATELY ONE-HALF ACRE 
Quadrangle name I BLETON, CA 

UMT References

Quadrangle scale It24,OOP.
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' Verbal boundary description and justification ASSESSOR'S PARCEL #146-3^0-03, FOR. SEC. 35, T« 5 N. 
R. 4 E, MOB & M— BEOINNINO AT A POINT AT, THE CENTER LINE OF "MARKET STREET AND THE CENTER LI NE 
INTERSECTION OF BRIOQE ST« RUNNING 22.00* SOUTHEASTERLY, :.THEN NORTHEASTERLY 15*00' THEN AGAIN 
SE 212.1^* NE '57. 46' t 'THEN No'1219 'J^THEN Nfr AOAI M 3J>04S HCNCE NW 219,53', THEN
ALONG .CE.NT£R ALiNE OF MARKET STREET. CL08INQ.AT BEQl NNl NQ POINT AT CE.NT£R LINE OF BRl 086 STREETList all states and counties tor properties overlapping state or county Boundaries -

state NA
, code county code

state NA code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Boa MCCABE

organization BOB'McCABE - ARCHITECT date FEBRUARY 22 1 19S2

street & number 1S09 19TH STREET telephone - (9t6), 447-1127,' 447-434?

city or town SACRAMENTO state CAL* FORNH

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 1

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officervfor the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

• i 1 1 i w' j - "7 i 
State Historic^ Preservation Off icer signature

title State Historic Preservation Officer date ' 9-29-82

For HCRS use only

Keeper of the National R 

Attest:
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MAJOR 31BLIOGRAPHI CAL REFERENCES:

TAPED CONVERSATIONS ON JANUARY 5/20, 25; FEBRUARY S, 19&2 WITH

1. MR. AND MRS. RAY GILGERT, WALNUT GROVE, CA
2. LEE HANSEN, WALNUT GROVE, CA
3. MR. AND MRS. DICK PHIPPS, WALNUT GROVE, CA
4. TOSHIo SAKAI, WALNUT GROVE, CA
5. MRS. HELEN WILSON, WALNUT GROVE, CA
6. PING LEE, WALNUT GROVE, CA
7. MRS. DOROTHY AUGUSTA, WALNUT GROVE, CA
S. Eo SALISBURY, WALNUT GROVE, CA
9. TIM WILSON, WALNUT GROVE, CA

10. BILL SHELOON, WALNUT GROVE, CA

TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS WITH:

1. ARTHUR BROWN, WALNUT GROVE, CA
2. MANUEL ROGERS, WALNUT GROVE, CA
3. MRS. Lout SE TAKEOA NOMURA, MiNNEAPOLIs, MN
4. MRS. DOROTHY AUGUSTA, WALNUT GROVE, CA

SACRAMENTO BEE NEWSPAPER, MAY 4, 1954; DECEMBER 19^5; DECEMBER 1967.
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